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PROCEEDING* 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  SUE,  ALLIANCE, 

THIRD  ANNUAL  SESSION, 

August  14,  15  and  16,   1889. 


Fayetteville,  N.  C,  August  13,  1889. 

The  Noi;th  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  assembled  iri 
Williams'  Hall  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  was  called  to  order 
and  opened  in  due  form  by  President  S.  B.  Alexander,  Bro. 
G.  W.  Greene,  of  Wilkes  county,  officiating  as  Chaplain. 

The  President  appointed  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  as 
follows :  W.  J.  Green,  L.  N".  Durham  and  H.  E.  King. 

The  committee,  through  its  chairman,  reported  the  follow- 
ing as  the  delegates  bearing  properly-authenticated  certifi- 
cates : 

County.  Delegate.  Post- Office. 

Alamance B.  F.  White Mebane. 

Alexander _ W.  E.  White Avilla. 

Anson J.  W.  McGregor Wadesboro. 

Bertie . .James  Bond Windsor. 

Beaufort   - . W.  A.  Blount Chockowinity. 

Bladen Elihu  Meares Clarkton . 

Brunswick L.  Sellers Supply. 

Buncombe N.  Plumadore Carrier's  Springs. 

Burke James  V.  McCall Baton. 

Cabarrus A.  F.  Heilman Concord. 

Camden W.  M.  Hinton South  Mills. 

Carteret Ralph  Ho wland Beaufort. 

Caldwell W.  A.  Pool Lenoir. 

Craven H.  H.  Perry  -  - James  City. 

Caswell George  Williamson Yancey ville. 

Catawba... H.  A.  Forney Newton. 

*>  Columbus J.  F.  Harrell Whitevil  le. 

■^Chatham J.  W.   Atwater... Rialto. 

*> 
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County.  Delegate.  Post-Office. 

Cleveland L.  N.  Durham Shelby. 

Clay.. T.  H.  Hancock Hayesville. 

Chowan Wood  Pr i vott Rock y hock. 

Cherokee J.  T.  Hayes Tomatola. 

Cumberland W.  J.  Green Fayetteville. 

Currituck W.  S.  Mercer Moyock. 

Davidson John  W.  Upchurch .Thomasville. 

Davie W.  F.  Merrill Fork  Church'. 

Duplin J.  B.  Oliver Mount  Olive. 

Durham E.  G.  Russell South  Lowell. 

Edgecombe J.  A.  Davis Tarboro. 

Franklin M.  S.  Davis Louisburg. 

Forsyth Virgil  A,  Wilson Pf afftown. 

Gates  . .     H.  Clay  Williams Wiileyton. 

Greene Y.  T.  Ormond Hookerton. 

Granville . . .N.  H.  Fleming Dutchville. 

Gaston Moses  Stroup Snapp. 

Guilford D.  P.  White High  Point. 

Halifax William  Burnett Enfield. 

Haywood R.  Winfield Dutch  Cove. 

Harnett J.  A.  Green Lillington. 

Henderson . . J.  B.  Freeman Hendersonville. 

Hertford John  F.  Newsom Winton. 

Iredell Julian  Allen Statesville. 

Jackson E.  D.  Davis Webster. 

Johnston J.  J.  Young Polenta. 

Jones E.  M.  Foscue Trenton. 

Lenoir J.  M.  Mewborne Kinston. 

Lincoln J.  W.  A.  Payne L.Kidsville 

Macon F.  M.  Morgan .Fiats. 

Madison L.  M.  Bryan Marshall. 

Martin J.  B.  Cofneld Everetts. 

McDowell W.  G.  Hunter ..Nebo. 

Mecklenburg F.  S.  Neal Charlotte. 

Montgomery   R.  T.  Rush .Pekin. 

Moore George  Wilcox Carbonton. 

Mitchell... S.  M.  C.  Green. Bakersville. 

Nash George  E.  Hunt Ringwood. 

Northampton W.  J.  Rogers. .Margarettsville. 

Onslow -.H.  E.  King Peanut. 

Orange James  Norwood Hillsboro. 

Pamlico ...J.  F.  Brinson Grantsboro. 

Pasquotank J.  M.  Weeks Newbegun. 

Pender .T.  J.  Armstrong Rocky  Point. 


County.  Delegate.  Post-Office. 

Person  .William  Merritfc Roxboro. 

Pitt E.  A.  Moye Greenville. 

Perquimans R  >bert  White.. Hertford. 

Polk J.  M.  Hoyle Mill  Springs. 

Randolph E.  B.  Kearns Farmers. 

Richmond --Thomas  H.  Walters Laurel  Hill. 

Robeson J.  F.  Pa  yne Alma. 

Rockingham T.  P>.  Lindeey Douglas. 

Rowan _.S.  M.  Hobson Mount  Vernon. 

Rutherford S.  F.  Harrell Factory. 

Sampson John  A .  Oates Clinton. 

Swain ,_ A.  H.  Hayes Birdtown. 

Transylvania Thomas  Wood Calhoun. 

Union J.  A.  Marsh Beaver  Dam. 

Vance Walter  Bullock Williamsboro.  ■ 

Wake  -. R.  J.  Powell Raleigh. 

Warren J.  M.  Brame Macon. 

Washington D.  W.  Davis Lee's  Mills. 

Watauga W.  W.  PresneU Boone. 

Wayne J.  W.  B  cyan Goldsboro. 

Wilkes 1 G.  W.  Green Moravian  Falls. 

Wilson W.  S.  Barnes Toisnot. 

Yadkin C.  M.  Holcombe Chestnut  Ridge. 

Yancey J.  E.  Robertson Mica ville. 

EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS. 

S.  B.  Alexander,  President;  Thaddeus  Ivey,  Vice-President;  L.  L. 
Polk,  Secretary:  J.  D.  Allen,  Treasurer;  D.  Reid  Parker,  Lecturer:  D. 
D.  Mclntyre,  Assistant  Lecturer;  Carr  Moore,  Chaplain;  W.  H.  Tomlin- 
son,  Door-Keeper:  J.  S.  Holt,  Sergeant-at-Arms;  W.  A.  Darden,  Business 
Agent;  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee;  Elias  Carr  and  J.  S.  Johnson,  Executive 
Committee;  'J.  L.  McLean,  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  President  delivered  his  annual  address,  as  follows: 

Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  : 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  t^ie  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Al- 
liance marks  an  era  of  unity  of  action  among  the  agricultural  and  labor- 
ing ciassfs  that  is  phenomenal,  and  I  congratulate  you  in  representing 
an  order  in  numbers  and  intelligence  that  has  had  no  equal  in  our  State. 
Less  than  six  months  old,  at  our  first  annual  meeting,  it  had  eight 
County  Alliances,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  Sub-Alliances.     At 


the  second  annual  meeting  it  had  fifty-two  County  Alliances  and  one 
thousand  and  eighteen  Sub-Alliances,  and  to-day  we  have  eighty-nine 
County  Alliances  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  Sub- 
Alliances,  with  an  approximate  membership  of  seventy-two  thousand 
memoers.  So  rapidly  has  the  State  been  organized  that  many  of  the 
Sub-Alliances  have  not  been  instructed  in  the  purposes  and  principles 
of  our  order  as  thoroughly  as  they  should  be  to  insure  their  active  and 
effective  work.  The  important  work  of  organizing  new  Sub- Alliances 
in  unorganized  sections  can  be  completed  before  our  next  annual  meet- 
ing. I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  Executive  Committee,  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  State  Lecturer  and  Organizer  and  State  Business  Agent  for 
the  condition  of  our  order,  and  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  more  than 
to  commend  them  to  your  earnest  consideration. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  National  Alliance,  a  basis  of  union  was 
agreed  upon  between  the  National  Alliance  and  the  National  Agricul- 
tural Wheel  and  the  Union.  This,  if  ratified,  will  change  the  name  of 
the  national  organization  to  "  The  Farmers'  and  Laborers' Union.*'  It 
does  not  change  our  State  name  nor  effect  us  in  any  way,  as  all  the 
important  features  of  the  constitution  of  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance 
are  retained  in  the  proposed  constitution  of  "The  Farmers'  and  Labor- 
ers' Union."  I  recommend  its  adoption,  as  it  adds  very  much  to  the 
strength  of  the  National  organization,  and  will  enable  it  to  accomplish 
work  that  it  has  been  too  weak  to  do  heretofore.  I  believe  other  farm- 
ers' and  laborers'  organizations  will  join  us  at  our  next  national  meeting 
at  St.  Louis,  and  also  a  better  understanding  will  be  arrived  at  with 
other  labor  organizations.  These  organizations  were  brought  into  exist- 
ence by  monopoly,  and  as  long  as  monopoly  shapes  our  laws  to  rob  the 
people  the  war  must  go  on  until  monopoly  is  dethroned  or  the  people 
crushed. 

ALLIANCE    DEMANDS. 

The  "demands''  made  at  our  last  meeting  for  certain  legislation  have 
not  been  granted,  and  I  would  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend 
that  you  determine  at  this  meeting  to  either  abandon  making  political 
demands  or  take  such  action  as  will  insure  your  demands  being  com- 
plied with.  If  you  resolve  on  the  latter  course,  I  suggest  that  hereafter 
all  demands  be  submitted  to  the  Sub-Alliances  for  ratification,  and  when 
three-fourths  of  the  Sub-Alliances  ratify  a  demand,  have  your  President 
issue  a  proclamation  setting  it  forth  as  the  demand  of  the  State  Al- 
liance. The  discussion  in  the  Sub-Alliances  will  inform  the  members  as 
to  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  demands,  and  the  members,  know- 
ing that  they  made  the  demands,  will  see  that  they  are  enforced,  and 
then  "  taffy  "  and  "  love  "  for  the  farmers  and  laborers  will  give  way  for 
measures  of  real  benefit.  I  would  also  suggest  that  you  send  no  pc  ti- 
tions  after  a.  demand  has  been  made.    Demands  and  petitions  are  incom- 


patible.     If  we  are  to  beg,  let  us  du  ic  in  the  approved  style,  and  not 
demand  one  moment  and  beg  the  next. 

.       ALLIANCE   CHARTER. 

With  the  approval  of  your  Executive  Committee,  I  had  a  charter  pre- 
pared incorporating  the  State  Alliance  and  each  County  and  Sub-Alli- 
ance (provided  only  those  Alliances  that  should  accept  it  should  be 
incorporated).  It  is  a  liberal  charter,  and  I  commend  it  to  j  our  favora- 
ble consideration.  One  very  important  section  of  the  charter  was 
stricken  out  by  the  Senate,  and  I  will  bring  it  to  your  attention  at 
another  time.  This  action  of  the  Senate  and  the  contempt  with  which 
it  "treated  your  demands  and  petitions  clearly  shows  that  it  was  hostile 
to  us.  We  had  a  few  friends  there,  and  they  deserve  our  thanks.  An 
inspection  of  the  Senate  Journal  will  show  you  who  were  for  us  and 
who  against  us. 

STATE   BUSINESS  AGENCY. 

The  State  Business  Agency  has  not  proved  the  success  we  anticipated, 
and  I  urge  you  to  to  give  this  department  everything  you  can  to  make 
it  what  it  ought  to  be.  It  is  the  right  arm  of  the  Alliance,  and  if  you 
do  nothing  else  at  this  meeting  but  perfect  this  deparment,  you  will 
deserve  well  of  the  Alliance.  Its  failure  to  do  what  is  expected  of  it 
crtates  a  desire  for  cooperative  stores.  This  is  to  be  .regretted,  for 
co-operative  stores  have  no  place  in  the  plan  of  the  Alliance.  The  Al- 
liance was  brought  into  existence  to  protect  the  agricultural  and  laboring 
classes  against  monopolies— not  to  make  merchants — and  its  agency 
system  is  the  only  one  I  have  ever  seen  that  suits  the  present  condition 
of  the  farmers  and  laborers  of  our  country.  Let  us  keep  it  within  its 
sphere  and  not  form  entangling  alliances  that  will  effect  our  credit  and 
weaken  our  order. 

THE  LECTURER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  strength  of  the  Alliance  consists  in  the  individual  intelligence  of 
its  membership.  This  fact  makes  the  Lecturer's  department  of  more 
importance  than  any  of  the  others.  I  recommend  that  you  give  the 
Lecturer  more  assistants  and  define  their  duties  so  they  (the  Lecturer 
and  assistants)  alone  will  be  held  responsible  for  their  work.  They 
should  be  made  the  authorized  agents  of  our  National  and  State  organs, 
and  for  such  other  Alliance  literature  a3  will  benefit  the  order.  If  we  can 
get  our  membership  to  read  our  paper,  and  other  literature — to  kt  ep  them 
informed  of  our  progress — to  better  understand  our  purposes — we  will  be 
able  to  accomplish  whatever  we  undertake;  without  it,  we  will  fail,  for 
no  people  can  act  together  without  understanding  the  questions  that 
confront  them  and  the  measures  demanded  for  their  relief.  An  intelli- 
gent membership  is  more  to  be  desired  than  numbers,  for  open  enemies 
are  few  in   comparison   to   those   of  the  "advisory   family,-'  many  of 


whom  are  equally  as  shrewd  as  their  ancestor  who  "got  in  his  work' 
on  the  mother  of  mankind  in  the  Garden  of  Eden. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  membership  has  not  improved  since 
our  last  meeting,  nor  can  I  see  any  hope  of  improvement  as  long  as 
trusts  and  combines  fix  the  price  on  nearly  everything  we  buy  or  sell. 
Whether  crops  are  good  or  bad,  they  manage  to  leave  the  farmer  in 
about  the  same  condition;  and  thus  the  intelligent  and  ambitious  young 
men  of  the  country  are  being  driven  to  the  towns  and  cities.  They  see 
"the  few"  in  the  cities  controlling  corporate  power  by  which  they 
annually  collect  millions  of  dollars,  no  matter  whether  the  seasons  are 
good  or  bad,  and  lured  by  chance,  they  take  the  risk.  This  making  it 
easier  for  a  man  to  get  rich  in  the  city  than  in  the  country  hns  caused  the 
downfall  of  the  civilizations  that  have  preceded  us,  as  it  enabled  "  the 
few,"  by  combines,  to  create  monopolies  by  which  they  robbed  the  people 
of  their  wealth  and  political  power,  and  when  the  enormous  wealth  of 
"  the  few"  became  so  great  that  it  was  not  remunerative  in  the  cities, 
they  monopolized  the  land  of  the  country,  and  the  people  became  vassals 
in  fact.  When  the  Goths  and  Vandals  conquered  Rome,  they  only 
conquered  the  barbarians  of  Rome,  made  so  by  Roman  laws  that  enabled 
"  the  few"  to  rob  "  the  many."  Laws  that  act  thus  destroy  individual 
intelligence,  for  individual  intelligence  cannot  exist  without  individual 
ability  to  acquire  it.  The  classes  to  which  our  membership  belong  have 
suffered  worse  than  others  from  evil  laws  in  all  the  civilizations  that 
have  preceded  us,  and  if  we  fail  to  do  our  duty,  we  cannot  complain 
when  we  find  "like  laws  produce  like  results."  To  you,  delegates,  our 
order  in  this  Stale  looks  for  guidance,  and  in  returning  to  you  the 
Executive  badge,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  Alliance,  to 
each  County  and  Sub- Alliance,  and  to  the  members  individually  for 
the  kindness  and  consideration  rshown  me:  and  especially  do  I  com- 
mend to  your  consideration  my  associate  officers  of  the  State  Alliance. 
They,  not  I,  deserve  your  praise  for  the  great  work  of  organizing  our 
State  so  well. 

To  you,  delegates,  the  welfare  of  the  Alliance  is  entrusted;  on  your 
labor  it  relies  for  those  laws  that  will  promote  the  welfare  of  our  mem- 
bers and  the  advancement  of  our  order.  May  God  bless  your  labors 
and  bless  the  Alliance! 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees  : 

Order  of  Business — George  Williamson,  J.  M.  Brame,  D.  P.  White 
and  T.  J.  Armstrong. 

Judiciary— W.  A.  Graham,  J.  L.  McLean,  W.  J.  Rogers,  R.  J.  Powell 
and  Julian  Allen. 

Demands  and  Resolutions— W.  J.  Green,  F.  S.  Neai,  J.  A.  Davis, 
John  W.  At  water,  H.  H.  Perry,  James  Bond  and  T.  B.  Lindsey. 
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Constitution  and  By-Laws — E.  A.  Mbye,  J.  W.  A.  Payne,  J.  B. 
Coffleld,  J.  A.  Marsh,  J.  F.  Harrell.  S.  M.  Hobson  and  J.  M.  Weeks. 

Twrnigration — Julian  Allen,  J.  W.  McGregor,  .1.  B.  Oliver,  .1.  J. 
Young,  J.  V.  McCall,  N.  H.  Fleming  and  R.  J.  Powell 

Miscellaneous  Subjects. — Thomas  H.  Walters.  John  A.  Gates,  Jamea 
Norwood,  L.  M.  Bryan  and  J.  W.  Bryan. 

On  Publications — J.  M.  Mewborne,  N.  CI.  English  and  W.  F.  T>>m- 
fibson. 

The  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  as  follows: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

Bro.  President,  and  Members  of  the   North  Carolina  Farmers'  Slate 
.■Alliance : 

The  condition  and  spirit  of  the  order  in  our  State  is  gratifying  and 
hopeful.  Our  growth  and  progress  during  the  year  just  past  has  been 
steady  and  of  a  substantial  character.  A  better  understanding  and 
comprehension  of  our  principles  and  purposes  has  grown  out  of  discus- 
sion and  investigation,  and  has  done  much  to  disarm  prejudice  and 
opposition,  and  has  had  the  happy  effect  in  our  brotherhood  of  strength- 
ening the  weak,  convincing  the  doubtful,  and  of  confirming  the  strong. 
At  your  last  annual  meeting  we  had  1,018  Subordinate  Alliances  in  the 
State,  with  fifty-two  County  Alliaucss,  with  an  aggregate  membership 
on  our  rolls  approximating  forty-two  thousand.  To-day  we  have  1,816 
Subordinate  Alliances,  with  eighty-nine  County  Alliances  and  an  aggre 
gale  membership  approximating  seventy-two  thousand.  Daring  the 
year  twenty  Subordinate  Alliances  (not  included  in  the  above  statement) 
surrendered  their  charters.  Six  of  these  united  with  other  Alliances, 
and  in  many  cases  a  majority  of  the  members  attached  themselves  to 
other  Alliances,  and  are  thus  still  identified  with  us  and  are  doing  faith- 
ful work. 

All  the  counties  in  the  State  have  county  organizations  except  the 
following:  Alleghany,  Ashe,  Dare,  Graham,  Macon,  New  Hanover  and 
Surry.  In  these,  the  following  have  Subordinate  Alliances,  as  follows: 
Ashe,  two:  Macon,  one:  Surry,  one. 

Since  your  last  meeting,  County  Alliances  have  been  organized  in  the 
following  counties:  Alexander,  Beaufort,  Bertie,  Buncombe,  Burke, 
Caldwell,  Camden,  Carteret,  Catawba,  Cherokee,  Chowan,  Clay,  Curri- 
tuck, Gaston,  Gates,  Guilford.  Haywood,  Henderson.  Hertford,  Hyde, 
Jackson,  McDowell,  Madison.  Mitchell,  Pamlico.  Pasquotank,  Perqui- 
mans, Polk,  Stokes,  Swain,  Transylvania,  Tyrrell, Washington, Wat. luga, 
WTilkes  and  Yancey. 
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One  hundred  and  forty  four  deputy  organizers  have  been  commis- 
sioned during  the  year,  but  in  most  cases  it  was  a  renewal  of  commissions 
which  had  expired.  Very  many  of  these  were  commissioned  to  complete 
the  organization  of  their  counties.  Bro.  G.  B.  Pickett,  of  Texas,  served 
us  in  the  capacity  of  State  Lecturer  and  Organizer  nearly  two  months, 
concluding  his  work  in  October  last.  Bro.  D.  Reid  Parker,  of  Trinity 
College,  was  appointed  State  Lecturer  by  our  Executive  Committee,  and 
has  acted  in  that  capacity  up  to  date.  Bro.  Harry  Tracy,  of  Texas,  was 
jse'cured  by  our  Executive  Committee  and  has  been  lecturing  in  our  State 
since  the  6th  of  last  June. 

RECEIPTS    AND   DISBURSEMENTS. 

Since  your  last  meeting,  this  office  has  received   from  all 
sources,  including  balance  of  $2,014.09  on  hand   August 

•    13,  1888 $15,193  01 

Disbursed,  as  per  vouchers  in  hands  of  Treasurer 8,172  52 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $  7,020  49 

Your  Executive  Committee  ha?  examined  the  books  of  the  office,  con- 
taining a  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  will 
report  thereon.  The  general  statement  of  the  purposes  for  which 
expenditures  were  made,  and  proper  vouchers  for  the  same,  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer.  Fraternally, 

L.  L.  POLK, 

Secretary  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 
August  13.  1889. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  read,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  abstract : 

RECEIPTS: 

Balance  on  hand  August  13,  1888 $  2,014  09 

Amount  from  fees  and  dues , 10.19S  42 

Charter  fees 2,435  58 

Sale  of  Rituals  and  Constitution - 545  08 

Total $  15,193  01 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

State  Alliance  of  1838 $  1,000  41 

Miscellaneous   expenditures,   as  per  vouchers  in    hands    of 
Treasurer 7,172  11 

Total $  8,172  52 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $  7,020  4» 

J.  D.  ALI,EN, 

Treasurer! 
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The  Executive  Committee  submitted  its  report,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

To    the  Officers  and    Members    of   North    Carolina     Fanners'   State 
Alliance: 

Brethren:  We,  the  members  of  your  Executive  Committee,  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report: 

"We  have  carefully  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  Business  Agent,  and  Trustee,  and  find  them  correct  and 
satisfactory. 

The  bonds  of  the  officials  are  amply  secured,  and  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

We  hereby  make  the  following  recommendations  to  this  body: 

That  this  committee  be  required  to  meet  quarterly  in  the  city  of 
Raleigh,  on  the  third  Wednesday  after  the  first  Friday  in  each  quarter, 
as  an  auditing  committee,  and  to  transact  such  other  business  as  may 
seem  to  them  of  importance. 

That  section  3  of  Article  VI,  be  amended  by  striking  out  ail  after  the 
word  "notify,"  in  the  second  line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof:  "  the 
Secretary  of  Sub- Alliance  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  his  County  Al- 
liance, and  the  Secretary  of  the  said  County  Alliance  shall  notify  all  Sec- 
retaries of  Sub-Alliances  in  his  county." 

That  Article  XI,  section  1,  be  amended  by  striking  out,  in  line  nine, 
"  and  approved  by  the  President/' 

That  all  Sub-Alliances  are  requested  to  immediately  subscribe  to  the 
Business  Agency  Fund  an  amount  not  below  an  average  of  one  dollar 
per  member. 

That,  in  the  future,  the  salary  of  the  Trustee  be  paid  out 'of  the  State 
Alliance  fund  as  the  salary  of  the  other  officers,  and  that  all  interests 
accruing  from  the  Business  Agency  fund  be  covered  into  the  treasury. 

Your  committee  again  earnestly  calls  the  attention  of  this  body  to  the 
tardiness  of  County  Secretaries  in  making  their  reports.  Though  the 
present  quarter  is  now  half  gone  by ,  many  of  the  Secretaries  have  not 
yet  filed  their  reports,  which  delay  renders  it  impossible  at  this  time  to 
make  a  complete  statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Alliance.  There 
seems  to  be  no  excuse  for  this  tardiness. 

ELIAS  CARR, 
J.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
T.  IVEY, 
Executive  Committee. 

Bro.  Dardeu,  Business  Agent,  and  Bro.  Graham,  Trustee, 
each  submitted  his  report,  setting  forth  in  detail  the  opera- 
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tions  of  his  office  for  the  year.  Among  other  things,  the 
Business  Agent  stated  that  he  had  secured  270,000  yards  of 
cotton  bagging  for  the  members  of  the  order. 

The  Trustee  reported  cash  receipts  for  the  Business  Fund 
$22,414.74  ;  in  good  pledges,  $5,319.40.  He  stated  that  the 
amount  necessary  to  operate  the  Agency  succesfully,  lie  had 
no  doubt,  would  be  raised. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Payne,  of  Robeson,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  subsequently  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  at  its  session 
in  the  month  of  August,  1S88,  declared  itself,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  to 
be  in  favor  of  thgjwStablishment  of  a  Railroad  Commission  in  North 
Carolina,  with  rower  to  the  Commissioners  to  regulate  freight  and  pas- 
senger rates  upon  an  equitable  and  just  basis;  and  whereas,  by  a  like 
unanimous  vote,  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  was  petitioned  by 
said  Alliance  to  enact  such  a  law;  and  whereas,  this  demand  was  then 
and  is  now  just,  reasonable  and  proper;  and  whereas,  this  measure  of 
relief,  so  equitable  and  just  in  its  nature,  and  so  earnestly  desired  by  a 
large  proportion  of  our  people,  was  defeated  at  the  last  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  recently  adjourned;  and  whereas,  these  failures  on 
the  part  of  our  lawmaking  power  to  enact  some  such  law  are  viewed 
by  us  with  serious  apprehension  and  alarm:  and  whereas,  it  is  generally 
believed  that  the  remedies  given  by  statute  are  dead  letters  in  the  books 
and  are  not  executed:  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  declare  our  unqualified  disapproval  of  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  of  1889,  whereby  the  Railroad  Commission 
bill  was  defeated,  and  condemn  the  same  as  unwise  and  unpatriotic. 

Resolved,  We  again  declare  our  deliberate  judgment,  that  the  enact- 
ment of  such  a  Railroad  Commission  in  North  Carolina  is  a  necessity, 
and  that  the  demand  for  such  legislation  is  just,  reasonable  and  proper. 

Resolved,  With  fall  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  our  position  upon 
the  question,  we  again  demand  of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Caro- 
lina the  enactment  of  a  Railroad  Commission  law  with  full  powers  to 
the  Commissioners  to  regulate  freight  and  passenger  rates  upon  a  just 
and  reasonable  basis,  and  with  further  power  to  investigate  and  take 
suitable  action  with  respect  to  damages  or  injuries  to  persons  and 
property. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  sense  of  this  State  Alliance  that 
the  farmers  of  the  State  should  go  into  the  primary  meetings  and,  if 
possible,  secure  the  nomination  of  such  men  for  seats  in  the  General 
Assembly  as  will  use  their  best  efforts  to  enact  a  Railroad  Commission 
bill. 
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Resolved,  That  the  State  Secretary  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  these  res- 
olutions to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Subordinate  and  County  AUiauces, 
who  will  submit  them  to  their  respective  Alliances  for  ratification,  and 
shall  certify  the  action  of  the  same  to  the  State  Secretary. 

Sundry  resolutions  on  various  subjects  were  introduced 
and  referred  to  proper  committees. 

Moved  by  Bio.  J.  F.  Pay  tie,  a  special  committee  of  three 
should  be  appointed,  to  whom  should  be  referred  the  annual 
message  of  the  President  and  reports  of  the  various  state 
officers,  and  who  should  report  to  this  body  such  of  the 
recommendations  as  should  be  considered  by  special  com- 
mittees. Adopted,  and  the  President  announced  the  com- 
mittee as  follows:  J.  F.  Payne,  II.  A.  Forney  and  A.  H. 
Hayes. 

On  motion  of  W.  A  Graham,  the  Business  Agency  Fund 
was  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  afternoon  imme- 
diately after  the  noon  recess. 

W.  J.  Green's  resolutions,  relating  to  trusts  and  combines, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

On  motion  of  F.  S.  Neal,  the  cotton  feature  of  the  Business 
Agency  was  made  the  special. order  for  10  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

The  Door-Keeper  announced  the  presence  of  Bro.  C.  W. 
Macune,  President  of  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance[;and 
Co-operative  Union  of  America. 

President  Alexander  escorted  Bro.  Macune  to  the  rostrum 
and  introduced  him  to  the  body,  and  he  wTas  greeted  with 
the  warmest  enthusiasm. 

Bro.  Macune  responded  in  the  happiest  manner,  express- 
ing his  sincere  appreciation  of  the  cordial  and  fraternal 
spirit  which  had  marked  his  reception. 

Bro.  Polk  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  body  hereby  expresses  the  sincere  pleasure  afforded 
by  the  visit  of  Bro.  C.  W.  Macune,  our  worthy  National  President,  and 
we  respectfully  request  him  to  address  the  body  at  8:30  A.  M.  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  8:30  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDAY — Morning  Session. 

Fayettkville,  N.  C,  August  14,  1S89. 

The  Alliance  met  at  8:30  a.  m.,  and  was  opened  in  due  form 
President  Alexander  in  the  chair. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Macune  was  introduced  by  President  Alexan- 
der, and  delivered  a  most  able  and  interesting  address  on 
the  principles  and  purposes  of  our  order. 

The  Committee  on  the  Order  of  Business  submitted  the 
following: 

Your  Committee  on  the  Order  of  Business  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  as  the  order  of  business  governing  this  body: 

1.  Calling  the  roll. 

2.  Address  by  the  President. 

3.  Reading  minutes  of  preceding  meeting. 

4.  Appointing  special  committees. 

5.  Reports  of  officers  and  standing  committees. 

6.  Unfinished  business. 

7.  New  business. 

8.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

9.  Business  with  National  Alliance. 

10.  Election   of  officers  and  election  and  appointment  of  standing 

committees. 

11.  Lecturing. 

12.  Installation  of  officers. 

13.  Adjournment. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  President  announced  the  annual  election  of  officers 
as  the  special  order  for  this  hour,  and  appointed  J.  L.  McLean 
and  W.  J.  Rogers  as  tellers. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mewborne  placed  in  nomination  for  President 
the  name  of  Bro.  Elias  Carr,  of  Edgecombe,  and  Bro.  Carr 
was  unanimously  elected. 

Bro.  Bryan  moved  that  the  election  of  the  remaining  offi- 
cers be  postponed  until  8:30  p.  m.,  and  the  motion  was 
adopted. 
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The  unfinished  business  being  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  the  following  resolution  of 
Bro.  King  was  reported  favorably  by  the  Committee,  and 
elicited  considerable  discussion : 

Resolved,  That  section  1,  article  XI,  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  word  "$1,200,"  in  line  five,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  word  "  $800";  and  striking  out  the  word  "  $3,"  in  line  seventeen,  and 
insert  !'  $2." 

Bro.  Fleming  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  $l,20Oand 
inserting  $1,500. 

Bro.  Hancock  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendments, 
that  the  said  section  and  article  remain  unchanged. 

Bro.  King  called  the  previous  question,  and  called  for  the 
ayes  and  noes. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  roll  the  following  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive : 

Ayes— B.  F.  White,  W.  E.  White,  Jas.  Bond,  L.  Sellers,  W.  A.  Blount, 
E.  Meares,  N.  Plunaadore'  J.  V.  McCall,  J.  F.  Harrell,  W.  J.  Green,  W. 
S.  Mercer,  Jno.  W.  Atwater,  H.  A.  Forney,  Geo.  Williamson,  L.  N. 
Durham,  T.  H.  Hancock,  Wood  Privott,  W.  A.  Pool,  J.  B.  Oliver,  R.  G. 
Russell.  W.  F.  Merrill,  M.  S.  Davis,  V.  S.  Wilson,  H.  C.  Williams,  Y.  T. 
Ormond,  N.  H.  Fleming,  Moses  Stroup,  D.  P.  White,  William  Burnett, 
J.  Newsoni,  Julian  Allen,  J.  J.  Young.  J.  M.  Mewborne,  J.  W.  A.  Payne, 
S.  M.  C.  Greene.  F.  M.  Morgan,  W.  G.  Hunter,  F.  S.  Neal,  R.  T.  Rush, 
Geo.  Wilcox,  G.  E.  Hunt,  Jas.  Norwood,  T.  J.  Armstrong.  J.  M.  Hoyle, 
E.  B.  Kearns,  T.  B.  Lindsey,  S.  F.  Harrell.  Thos.  Wood.  Walter  Bullock, 
R.  J.  Powell,  W.  W.  Presnell,  J.  W.  Bryan,  G.  W.  Green,  W.  S.  Barnes, 
C.  M.  Holcombe,  J.  B.  Freeman.  Robt.  Winfield,  E.  D.  Davis,  A.  H. 
Hayes,  S.  B.  Alexander,  Thaddeus  Ivy,  J.  D.  Allen,  W.  A.  Darden,  W. 
A.  Graham,  Elias  Carr,  J.  S.  Johnson,  J,  L.  McLean,  W.  H.  Tomlinson, 
J.  S.  Holt,  Carr  Moore,  D.  D.  Mclntyre,  D.  R.  Parker— 72. 

The  following  voted  in  the  negative: 

Noes— J.  W.  McGregor,  Ralph  Howland,  A.  F.  Heilman,  H.  H.  Perry, 
W.  M.  Hinton,  J.  W.  Upchurch,  J.  A.  Davis,  J.  F.  Payne,  S.  M.  Hobson. 
J.  A.  Marsh,  D.  W.  Davis,  J.  E.  Robertson,  Jno.  A.  Green,  E.  M.  Foscue, 
J.  B.  Coffield,  W.  J.  Rogers,  H.  E.  King,  J.  F.  Brmson.  J.  M.  Weeks. 
E.  A.  Moye,  Robt.  White,  Thos.  H.  Walters— 22. 

On'inotion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  meet  at  2:30  p.  m. 
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Afternoon  Session,  August  14,  1889. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  2:30 
p.  M. 

The  special  order — the  Business  Agency  Fund — was  taken 
up  and  discussed  at  length,  and  was  displaced  by  the  special 
order — the  cotton  feature  of  the  Business  Agency — which 
was  presented  by  the  committee  in  the  following  report: 

Whereas.  Some  of  the  County  Alliances  in  this  State,  in  establishing 
Cotton  Agencies,  have  enabled  their  members  to  get  better  prices  for 
their  cotton  and  have  been  a  great  xDrotection  to  the-  members  against 
speculation,  and  believing  that,  in  order  to  control  the  price,  we  must 
control  the  cotton:  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  State  Alliance  establish  a  Cotton  Agency  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  members  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  through- 
out the  State  to  sell  their  cotton  more  advantageously,  and  thereby 
relieve  the  farmers  of  the  burdens  and  oppressions  laid  upon  them  by 
cotton  speculators. 

2.  That  we  recommend  that  each  County  Alliance,  or  two  or  more 
County  Alliances  together,  establish  some  system  for  collecting  their 
cotton  through  their  County  Agent,  thereby  putting  it  in  shape  to  be 
handled  through  the  State  Agency. 

3.  That  the  Preside  at  appoint  a  special  committee  of  three  to  report 
to  this  body  a  location  for  said  Agency,  and  to  draft  a  plan  by  which 
the  Agency  can  be  operated. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  following  were 
announced  as  the  committee :  F.  S.  Neal,  J.  M.  Mewborne 
and  W.  J.  Rogers. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committtee  on  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  was  resumed,  and  quite  a  number  of 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  proposed  and  were 
tabled. 

The  following  amendment,  proposed  by  the  Committee, 
was  adopted : 

In  line  one,  section  11,  Rules  of  Order,  strike  out  the  words  "  motions 
and." 
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The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  W.  J.  Green,  were 
endorsed  and  recommended  by  the  Committee: 

WHEREAS,  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident:  that  needless  tax- 
ation is  n.liliery,  and  needless  restriction,  tyranny,  and  submission  to 
both,  slavery;  thai  whether  these  abnormal  claims  are  arrogated  or 
usurped  by  kingship  or  by  combination  in  nowise  mitigates  the  crime; 
and  whereas,  trade  combinations  under  various  names  have  of  late  been 
formed  throughout  our  land,  whose  open  purpose  and  practical  effect  is 
to  tax  consumers  of  the  necessaries  of  life  by  restricting  or  crushing  out 
trade  competition,  thus  enabling  the  said  associations  to  place  arbitrary, 
unwarranted  and  onerous  prices  upon  their  monopolized  products,  and 
thus  exercise  the  two  highest  functions  of  the  most  despotic  govern- 
ment: therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  and  wish  of  the  North  Carolina  Famers' 
State  Alliance,  in  convention  assembled,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  it 
to  be  of  all  other  associations  looking  only  to  self-protection  against 
unnecessary  greed  and  rapacity,  and  of  the  great  army  of  consumers  gen_ 
erally  hi  their  individual  capacity,  that  something  should  be  done,  and 
that  right  speedily,  in  the  interest  of  our  people,  or  against  monopolistic 
extortion  and  robbery. 

Resolved,  In  furtherance  of  above  resolution,  that  if  any  dutiable 
article  has  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  made  one  of  combination  by  those 
principally  interested  in  its  manufacture  and  sale,  for  the  purpose  of 
shutting  out  or  controlling  legitimate  competition,  and  thus  establishing 
a  monopoly  on  such  article,  be  that  combination  known  as  trust,  pool, 
or  combine,  or  by  any  other  name,  style  or  designation  whatsoever,  the 
import  duty  on  such  article  or  articles  should  at  once  be  reduced  at  least 
fifty  per  centum  on  rate  then  existing  under  the  tariff  schedule,  for  the 
first  year  thereafter  and  placed  on  the  free  list  at  the  expiration  thereof 
if  the  grievance  is  not  in  the  meantime  abolished. 

Resolved  farther,  We  hold  that  whoever  enters  into  such  combination 
with  such  obvious  intent  should  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  if 
not  a  felony,  and  be  punished  by  adequate  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  by 
both. 

Resolved,  That  we  request — nay  urge  and  insist — that  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  shall  go  to  the  extreme  limit  of  Constitu- 
tional prerogative  in  carrying  out,  by  means  suggested  or  by  any  other 
more  efficacious,  the  wish  herein  embodied,  that  this  monopolistic  com- 
bination of  capital  for  purpose  of  extortion,  the  most  crying  evil  which 
has  had  birth  under  our  government,  the  curse  of  the  age  and  the  shame 
of  the  land,  may  receive  its  death-blow  at  the  earliest  day  practicable 

Resolved,  That  we  request  the  earnest  co-operation  of  other  State 
Alliances  and  of  the  Inter-State  Farmers'  Association,  which  is  to  meet 

2 


18 


during  the  coaling  week  at  Montgomery,  and  labor  organizations  gener- 
ally, in  furtherance  of  this  most  just,  patriotic  and  reasonable  demand. 
Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  complained  of, 
we  hope  that  a  select  committee  will  be  authorized  by  each  House  of 
Congress  to  take  exclusive  cognizance  of  this  and  cognate  subjects. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  to  the  North 
Carolina  delegates  to  the  Inter-State  Farmers'  Association,  and  also  to 
the  delegates  of  this  Alliance  to  the  Farmers'  and  Laborers'  Union  at  St. 
Louis  in  December  next,  with  request  to  ask  their  adoption  by  these 
bodies. 


Adopted  unanimously. 

The  Alliance  adjourned  until  8:30  p.  m. 


Evening  Session,  August  14,  1889. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  8:30  p.  m.,  by  the 
President. 

On  motion  of  A.  H.  Hayes,  the  special  order  was  deferred, 
that  the  resolution  relating  to  the  State  Lecturer  and  assist- 
ant lecturers  might  be  considered,  as  follows  : 

/ 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  in  addition  to  the  State  Lecturer,  one  assist- 
ant lecturei'  for  each  Congressional  District  in  the  State. 

Bro.  Bryan  offered  the  following,  as  a  substitute: 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Lecturer,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  shall  appoint  such  assistant  lecturers  as  may  be 
necessary  to  do  the  work  of  his  office  efficiently. 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Green  offered  a  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  secure  the  promised  reduction  in  rates  on 
railroads  for  delegates,  and  to  report  to-morrow  morning. 
Adopted. 

The  following  were  appointed  said  committee :  G.  W. 
Green,  J.  J.  Young  and  E.  Meares. 

The  President  announced  the  special  order — the  election 
of  officers. 
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The  election  resulted  as  follows : 

Vice-President — A.  H.  Haves,  of  Swain. 
Secretary — L.  L.  Polk,  of  Wake. 
Treasurer — J.  D.  Allen,  of  Wake. 
Chaplain — Rev.  J.  J.  Scott,  of  Robeson. 
Lecturer — T.  B.  Long,  of  Buncombe. 
Assistant  Lecturer — R.  B.  Hunter,  of  Mecklenburg. 
Door-Keeper—W .  H.  Tomlinson,  of  Cumberland. 
Assistant  Door-Keepei — H.  E.  King,  of  Onslow. 
Sergeant-at-Arms  -  J.  S.  Holt,  of  Harnett. 

Bro.  Graham  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Constitution  as  provides  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Business  Agent  by  the  State  Alliance  is  hereby  suspended  for 
the  period  of  twelve  months,  and  the  appointment  of  said  Agent  is 
hereby  given  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  that  time. 

Bro.  Mewborne  moved  to  amend,  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  said  committee  shall  appoint  no  one  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Alliance. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution,  as 
amended,  passed. 

Bro.  Elias  Carr  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  it  was  accepted. 

Bro.  Thaddeus  Ivy  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  declined  a  re-election. 

The  Alliance  proceeded  to  fill  these  vacancies,  when  Bro. 
S.  B.  Alexander  was  unanimously  elected  to  succeed  Bro. 
Ivy,  and  Bro.  J.  M.  Mewborne  to  succeed  Bro.  Carr. 

The  election  for  delegates  to  the  Farmers'  and  Laborers' 
Union,  which  meets  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  December  5, 
1889,  was  held. 

Bro.  Julian  Allen  nominated  Bro.  S.  B.  Alexander  and 
Bro.  L.  L.  Polk  as  delegates  for  the  State-at-large,  and  they 
were  unanimously  elected. 

The  balloting  for  the  other  delegates  resulted  in  electing 
Bros.  Elias  Carr,W.  A.  Graham,  E.  A.  Moye  and  A.  J.  Dalby. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o'clock 
to-morrow. 


\ 
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THURSDAY— Morning  Session. 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  August  15,  1889. 

The  Alliance  met,  President  Alexander  in  the  chair. 

Various  reports  from  committees,  and  resolutions,  were 
presented  and  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

On  motion,  all  speeches  were  limited  to  five  minutes. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  requesting  Bro.  Ivy  to  install 
the  newly-elected  officers  immediately  after  the  noon  recess. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Davis  introduced  a  resolution  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  do  especially  recommend  that  the  Rural  Home,  published  in 
Toisnot,  N.  C,  and  the  Country  Homes,  published  in  Asheville,  N.  C, 
both  Alliance  papers,  should  be  supported  and  read  by  all  Alliance 
members. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  was  amended  hy  adding  "The 
Progressive  Farmer,  our  State  organ,"  and  it  was  adopted. 
By  Bro.  J.  F.  Payne— 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Al- 
liance be  and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  to  our  retiring  President,  Bro. 
S.  B.  Alexander,  for  the  faithful,  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body  during  his  term  of 
office.  We  hereby  place  upon  record  our  high  appreciation  of  his  use- 
fulness as  a  citizen,  his  efficiency  as  a  presiding  officer,  and  his  eminent 
services  to  our  order  and  to  the  country ;  and  we  desire  that  he  shall 
take  home  with  him  the  heart-felt  affection  of  the  entire  brotherhood. 

Bro.  Payne  put  the  question,  and  it  was  adopted  unani- 
mously by  a  rising  vote. 

Bro.  Alexander  responded  to  this  expression  of  esteem  in 
feeling  and  appropriate  words. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Darden,  State  Business  Agent,  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  the  operations  of  his  department,  and  concluded 
b}'  tendering  his  resignation  as  Business  Agent. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Julian  Allen,  the  resignation  was 
accepted,  and  a  tender  of  thanks  to  Bro.  Darden  for  his  ser- 
vices was  made  by  a  rising  vote. 
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On  motion,  the  election  of  a  Business  Agent  was  made  the 
special  order  for  8:30  this  evening. 

Bro.  D.  Reid  Parker  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Our  worthy  President,  Bro.  S.  B.  Alexander,  and  Bro.  C. 
W.  Maeurie,  our  National  President,  have  frequently  advised  the  mem- 
bers of  our  order  to  subscribe  for  and  read  and  circulate  our  organ,  The 
Progressive  Farmer:  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  give  our  organ  our  hearty  support,  and  do  hereby 
urge  the  officers  of  our  Sub-Alliances,  and  all  lecturers,  to  impress  upon 
our  membership  the  absolute  importance  of  supporting  our  organ,  The 
Progressive  Farmer. 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  and  heartily  commend  also  the  National 
Economist,  our  National  organ,  to  the  generous  support  of  the  brother- 
hood. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  plan  adopted  by 
Cold  Water  Alliance  No.  1474,  Cabarrus  county,  for  the 
benefit  of  its  members,  reported  the  same  favorably  and 
recommended  its  publication  in  The  Progressive  Farmer. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Immigration  reported  on  the  following 
resolution,  introduced  by  Bro.  Powell,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized,  empowered  and  directed  to  organize  and 
establish  a  Bureau  of  Immigration  for  the  purpose  of  making  known 
the  agricultural  advantages  North  Carolina  offers  to  Alliance  men  in 
other  States,  with  a  view  to  disposing  of  our  surplus  lands  and  of  obtain- 
ing a  desirable  class  of  immigrants;  and  to  effect  the  purposes  hereby 
intended,  they  are  authorized  to  expend  out  of  the  State  Alliance 
treasury  a  sum  not  to  exceed  %... during  tbe  next  fiscal  year. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  considered  this  resolution,  and  beg 
leave  to  report  that  the  time  is,  in  their  opinion ,  too  short  to  affect  the 
organization  contemplated;  therefore,  we  recommend  that  a  committee 
of  one  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  take  this  matter  under  advise- 
ment; and  further,  to  work  in  connection  with  the  Bureau  of  Immigra- 
tion of  this  State  in  securing  immigrants  for  our  State.  We  further 
recommend  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  expend  (if  so  much  be 
needed)  from  the  State  Alliance  fund  a  sum  not  to  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars  to  carry  out  this  object;  provided,  the  committee  shall  render, 
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at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  body,  an  itemized  statement  of  the 
amount  so  expended. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  President  appointed  Bro. 
Julian  Allen  as  the  agent. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  meet  at  2:30  p.  m. 


Afternoon  Session,  August  15,  1889. 

The  Alliance  was  opened  in  due  form  at  2:30,  President 
Alexander  in  the  chair. 

The  installation  of  officers  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Ivy,  and 
President  Carr  was  conducted  to  the  chair. 

A  resolution,  by  Bros.  Coffield  and  J.  A.  Davis,  authorizing 
the  Treasurer  to  advance  to  the  State  Business  Agent  the 
sum  of  $3,000,  to  be  used  in  securing  cotton  bagging,  was 
endorsed  by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

A  resolution,  by  Bro.  Green,  of  Harnett,  relating  to  our 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  look  forward  to  and  will  hail  with  pleasure  the 
opening  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  at  Raleigh; 
and  whereas,  the  success  of  said  institution  will  depend  largely  upon  the 
support  and  patronage  of  the  Alliances  and  farmers  throughout  the 
State,  in  which  we  feel  a  deep  interest;  and  whereas,  said  institution  is 
now  without  a  President,  and  it  being  expedient  that  said  college  should 
be  opened  as  soon  as  practicable,  there  being  a  large  number  of  patrons 
ready  to  enter  said  college;  now,  we,  the  State  Alliance  in  Convention 
assembled,  do  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  submit  that  merit  always 
deserves  its  rewards,  and  all  things  being  equal,  that  we  should  patronize 
our  own  institutions  and  men  of  North  Carolina;  and  we  do  further 
submit  that  in  the  person  of  Professor  J.  E.  Kelly,  and  others  in  North 
Carolina,  will  be  found  all  the  qualifications  necessary  to  make  a  Presi- 
dent that  would  bring  credit  to  the  institution  and  honor  to  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  honora- 
ble Board  of  Trustees  of  said  college  the  name  of  that  cultivated  Chris- 
tian gentleman  and  finished  scholar,  Professor  and  Bro.  John  E.  Kelly, 
of  Moore  county,  for  the  presidency  of  said  college.  His  testimonials 
are  of  the  highest  order,  and  he  stands  the  equal  of  any  man  in  the 
State  in  all  that  would  pertain  towards  the  make-up  of  an  efficient  Pres- 
ident for  this  noble  work. 

Adopted. 
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Bro.  E.  A.  Moye  introduced  resolutions  endorsing  the 
proposed  consolidation  of  the  N.  F.  A.  and  ft  U.  of  A., 
the  National  Union  and  the  National  Agricultural  Wheel, 
and  ratifying  the  proposed  constitution,  and  endorsing  the 
action  of  the  Birmingham  Conference ;  which  resolutions 
were  adopted. 

Bro.  Move,  a  resolution  to  amend  section  11  of  the  plan 
adopted  for  operating  the  State  Business  Agency,  by  striking 
out,  in  line  three  of  said  section,  the  words  il  the  profits 
received  from  said  fund,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  "  the  treasury  of  the  State  Alliance."  The  amend- 
ment was  adopted.  • 

By  Bro.  Ivy — 

Resolved,  That  we  will  give  our  support  or  patronage  to  no  manufac- 
turing company  or  wholesale  house  who  will  not  deal  with  our  agents, 
and  that  we  will  give  those  houses  the  preference  who  are  willing  to 
deal  direct  with  us. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Whereas,  An  attempt  has  been,  or  is  being  made  to  organize  a  trust 
on  manufactured  tobacco:  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  State  Alliance  do  recommend  to  all  members  of 
the  Alliance  to  use  only  the  tobacco  manufactured  by  members  of  our 
order;  and  further,  that  we  recommend  the  same  tobacco  to  the  public 
generally. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  members  of  the  Alliance  raising 
tobacco  sell  the  same  in  Alliance  tobacco  warehouses,  wherever  such  are 
accessible. 

The  resolutions  wTere  adopted. 

Bro.  Neal,  for  special  committee  on  the  handling  of  cotton, 
made  the  following  report : 

In  consideration  of  the  short  time  now  at  the  disposal  of  the  State 
Alliance  for  devising  and  maturing  a  system  for  the  handling  of  the 
present  crop,  we  recommend  the  following: 

1.  That  the  Subordinate  and  County  Alliances  adopt  such  plans  for 
disposing  of  the  cotton  crop  as  may  best  be  suited  to  their  various  sec- 
tions. 
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2.  That  in  making  any  arrangement  we  would  advise  the  co-operation 
of  as  many  counties  as  practicable,  who  may  have  a  common  market, 
and  that  they  observe  as  nearly  as  practicable  the  plan  recommended  by 
the  National  Alliance  at  its  last  meetiug. 

3.  That  our  State  Executive  Committee  take  into  consideration  a  plan 
for  the  handling  of  our  cotton  crop,  and  report  the  same  to  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  this  State  Alliance. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Bro.  Ivy,  chairman  of  the  select  committee  of  nine 
appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  member  for  the  position  of 
State  Business  Agent,  reported  the  name  of  Bro.  W.  A. 
Graham  for  the  position. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Bro.  S.  B.  Alex- 
ander : 

Resolved,  That  all  demands  for  political  legislation  be  submitted  to 
the  Subordinate  Alliances  for  ratification. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Executive  Committee  be  and  it  is  hereby 
instructed  to  provide  suitable  methods  for  carrying  into  effect  the  above 
resolution,  and  also  plans  by  which  our  order  may  enforce  its  demands. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimousl}''  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  went  into  an  election  for  the  place 
at  which  the  next  annual  session  of  the  Alliance  should  be 
held,  and  it  was  decided  that  Asheville  be  the  place. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  State  Alliance  that  no  farmer 
should  sell  his  cotton-seed  for  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel, 
unless  it  be  to  mills  not  controlled  by  trusts. 

Adopted. 

By  Bro.  Rowland — 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
publish  a  list  of  the  County  Secretaries,  County  Business  Agents,  and 
State  officers,  and  forward  to  the  County  Secretaries,  to  be  kept  strictly 
as  Alliance  property. 

Adopted. 
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By  Bro.  Moye — 


Resolved,  That  wherever  the  word  "country"  appears  in  our  State 
Constitution  in  connection  with  persons,  such  as  country  school-teachers, 
country  physicians,  country  mechanics,  etc.,  it  is  to  be  construed  to 
mean  persons  living  outside  incorporated  towns  and  cities. 

Adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  meet  at  8:15  p.  m. 


Evening  Session,  August  15,  1889. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order,  President  Carr  in  the 
chair. 

Special  order  being  the  election  of  State  Business  Agent, 
Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  was  elected,  but  notified  the  Alliance 
that  he  could  not,  in  justice  to  his  interests,  accept  unless  his 
salary  should  be  twenty-five  hundred  dollars. 

Bro.  Mclntyre  introduced  the  following: 

Whereas,  Brother  Thad.  Ivy,  our  first  Vice-President,  was  the  first 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  North  Carolina;  and  whereas,  since 
our  first  organization  Brother  Ivy  has  been  unremitting  in  his  endeavors 
to  advance  our  principles  and  to  perfect  our  organization :  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  extended  to  Brother  Ivy, 
and  that  he  be  assured  of  the  esteem  and  fraternal  regard  of  the  Alliance. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance  are  due,  and  they  are  hereby  heartily  tendered,  to  those  mem- 
bers of  our  last  General  Assembly  who,  in  recognition  of  the  just  rights 
of  the  people,  labored  to  secure  a  Railroad  Commission. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Payne  introduced  the  following  : 

Whereas,  It  was  resolved  by  the  Convention  of  the  National  Alliance 
and  Wheel,  held  in  the  city  of  Birmingham  on  the  15th  of  May,  1889, 
to  adopt  the  permanent  use  of  cotton  bagging  as  covering  for  cotton;  and 
whereas,  it  was  further  resolved  that  we  adopt  such  means  as  might  be 
deemed  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  action  of  said  Convention;  and 
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LEGISLATIVE   COMMITTEE  : 

R.  J.  POWELL Raleigh,  N.  C. 

R.  H.  GOWER Selma,  N.  C. 

C.  C.  COWAN .Webster,  N.  C. 

N.  C.  ENGLISH Trinity  College,  N.  C. 


PROCEEDINGS 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE, 

FOURTH  ANNUA],  SESSION, 

August  12,   13,  14  and  15,   1890. 


Akheville,  N.  C,  Tuesday,  Aug.  12,  1890. 

The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  assembled  in 
the  Opera  House  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  was  called  to  order 
and  opened  in  regular  form  by  President  Elias  Carr.  Bro. 
Robeson,  of  Yancey,  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

President  Carr  appointed  R.  J.  Powell,  of  Wake;  D.  A. 
Blackwell,  of  Buncombe,  and  T.  H.  Haigler,  of  Clay,  as  a 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  Committee,  through  its  Chairman,  reported  all  the 
counties,  except  Person,  Ashe,  Onslow,  Robeson  and  Carteret, 
represented  by  parties  holding  the  proper  certificates. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Graham,  the  visiting  brethren  from 
Tennessee  were  conducted  to  seats. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  McLaurin,  Bro.  L.  L.  Polk,  our  National 
President,  was  invited  to  address  the  Alliance  at  8:30  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

A  recess  was  then  taken,  on  motion  of  Bro.  Graham,  until 
2  o'clock,  with  the  understanding  that  we  adjourn  to  8:30 
to-night. 


Evening  Session. 

* 
At  8:30  o'clock  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Carr. 

By  order  of  the  President,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  invited 
the  Knights  of  Labor  into  the  hall. 
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President  Carr  then  introduced  to  the  audience  Bro.  L.  L. 
Polk,  who  spoke  most  eloquently  and  fervently  for  more  than 
two  hours.  His  appeal  to  the  Brotherhood  to  lay  aside  all 
sectional  feeling  and  stand  as  brethren  bes\de  the  Alliance 
men  of  the  North  and  West  was  received  with  great  applause, 
and  at  the  close  of  his  speech,  the  following  resolutions  were 
passed  by  a  unanimous  vote: 

Resolved,  That  the  N.  C.  State  Alliance  has  listened  with  profound 
interest  and  pleasure  to  the  assurance  of  our  Bro.  L.  L.  Polk.  President 
of  our  National  Order,  that  our  brethren  of  the  great  North-west  are 
ready  and  anxious  to  join  us  in  restoring  peace,  unity  and  fraternity 
between  the  two  sections. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  warm  appreciation  of  the  noble 
and  patriotic  efforts  of  our  beloved  President  on  behalf  of  a  re-united 
country,  and  thank  him  for  his  manly  espousal  of  so  great  and  impor- 
tant work. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Northern  and 
Western  States  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  pledge  them  our  earnest 
and  honest  purpose  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  allay  and  suppress  section- 
alism and  give  to  our  posterity  the  blessings  of  free  government,  founded 
on  the  basis  of  unity  and  fraternity. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  State  Alliance  is  hereby  instructed 
to  forward  an  official  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Bro.  B.  H.  Clover. 
President  of  the  Kansas  State  Alliance,  with  the  request  that  they  be 
published  in  all  the  Reform  papers  of  the  North  and  West,  and  also  a 
copy  to  Bro.  Polk  for  publication  in  the  Progressive  Farmer. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  Wednesday  morn- 
ing at  9  o'clock. 


SECOND  DAY— Wednesday  Morning. 

August  13th,  1890. 

The  Alliance  met  and  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  by 
President  Carr. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  all  the  counties 
now  represented,  except  Onslow  and  Ashe,  and  all  the  State 
officers  present  except  our  chaplain,  Bro.  Scott. 
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It  was  fonml  the  delegate  from  Onslow  was  absent  on 
account  of  sickness. 

The  list  of  delegates  and  officers  entitled  to  vote  was  as 
follows: 

County.  Delegate  Postoffice. 

Alamance R.  T.  Kernodle Union  Ridge. 

Alexander... J.  B.  Pool.. Partee. 

Alleghany  -  - A.  W.  Long Furches. 

Anson.. ..L.  L.  Little Lilesville. 

Ashe  (not  represented) --D.  P.  Hurley...   Hilton. 

Beaufort W.  H.  Stancii Washington. 

Bertie M.  L. .  Wood Lewiston. 

Bladen A.   McA.  Council Willis'  Creek. 

Brunswick John  N.  Mintz .  .Shallotte. 

Buncombe D.  A.  Black  well.. Alexander 

Burke C.  Houk Morganton." 

Cabarrus A.  F.  Heilman .....   Concord. 

Caldwell E.  W.  Faucett .Lenoir. 

Camden T.  B.  Boushall  _  _     Bellcross. 

Carteret Ralph  Ho  wland Beauf  oi't. 

Caswell R.  S.  Mitchell ... Ruffin. 

Catawba S.  T.  Wilfong Newton. 

Chatham _.J.  W.  At  water Rialto. 

Cherokee J.  A.  Kimsey Marble. 

Chowan ... J.  M.  Forehand Amboy. 

Clay G.  H.   Haigler Hayesville. 

Cleveland .Dr.  L.  W.  Durham Shelby. 

Columbus C.  C.  Gore Whiteville. 

Craven Daniel  Lane.. Newberne. 

Cumberland ...C.   C.  McClelland ..Godwin. 

Currituck J.  J.  Morse. Moyock. 

Davidson R.  S.  Greene,  Jr Jimes. 

Davie..    ....W.  I.  Ellis ....Elbaville. 

Duplin  . . . .  S.  J.  Veach Warsaw.    « 

Durham Rev.  P.  K.  Massey Durham. 

Edgecombe Dr.  R.  H.  Speight Tarboro. 

Forsyth H.    C.Fulton White  Road. 

Franklin H.  D.  Edgerton Louisburg. 

Gaston W.  A.  Howell Lucia. 

Gates J.  J.  Gatling Gatlington. 

Graham D.  K.  Blanton Robbinsville. 

Granville. J.   F.  Cole. Satterwhite. 

Greene E.  A.  Darden. Speight's  Bridge. 
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County.  Delegate  Postoffice. 

Guilford David  P.  White High  Point. 

Halifax. Dr.  J.  A.  Collins Enfield. 

Harnett   . -J.  A.  Green. Lillington. 

Haywood  . . Geo.  E.   Boggs Way negville. 

Henderson C.  J.  Edney DeWitt. 

Hertford Jno.  F.  Newsome Winton. 

Hyde Jos.  M.  Watson Swan  Quarter. 

Iredell J.  B.  Holnian Cool  Spring. 

Jackson C.  C.  Cowan Webster. 

Johnston R.   H.  Gower Clayton. 

Jones Fred  A.  Whitaker Bonus. 

Lenoir Rev.  C.  W.  Howard Kinston. 

Lincoln J.  W.  A.  Paine Kidsville. 

McDowell _.S.  L.  Herndon Craig's. 

Macon _  _  .Vance  M.  Caler . 

Madison ._ Ed.  N.  Fry. Hot  Springs. 

Martin J.  A.  Whittey Everitt's. 

Mecklenburg  — R.  A.  Grier . .Charlotte. 

Mitchell R.  H.  Freeland . .   Bakersville. 

Montgomery R.  T.  Rush Pekin. 

Moore Geo.  Wilcox Carbonton. 

Nash. W.  R.  Winstead Rocky  Mount. 

New   Hanover S.    W.    Noble Wilmington. 

Northampton W.  J.  Rogers Margarettsville. 

Onslow  (not  represented)Cyrus  Thompson. . .   Richlands. 

Orange J.  A.  Farrell Bingham  School. 

Pamlico J.  F.  Brinson Grantsboro. 

Pasquotank M.  G.  Gregory Okisko. 

Pender  ... .... A.  C.  Ward Long  Creek. 

Perquimans Joshua  Skinner Winfall. 

Person  . Wm.  Merritt Daysville. 

Pitt J.  D.  Cox Redallia. 

Polk J.  P.  Arledge + Mills  Spring. 

Randolph ...N.  C.  English Trinity  College. 

Richmond W.  H.  McLaurin .  Laurinburg. 

Robeson J.  S.  Humphrey ...Shannon. 

Rockingham R.  P.  Henry Douglas. 

Rowan J.  K.  Graham Miranda. 

Rutherford J.  F.  Flack Brittain. 

Sampson....   ._ C.   H.   Williams Chance. 

Stanly M.  L.  Barnhardt Norwood. 

Stokes W.  L.  Smith Slate. 

Surry  McD.  Boyd Stony  Ridge. 

Swain W.  H.  Queen... Oconalufty. 
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County.  Delegate  Postofflce. 

Transylvania. G.   W.   Williams Penrose. 

Tyrrell Edmund  Hopkins.  Jr Columbia. 

Union. J.  A.  Marsh   ..    Beaver  Dam. 

Vance J.  H.  Dunn Henderson. 

Wake R.  J.  Powell  Raleigh. 

Warren H.  B.  Hunter.  Jr.    ..  Warren  ton. 

Washington . .   L.   J.   Fagan Plymouth. 

Watauga J.  C.  Ray .' Boone. 

Wayne. T.  B.  Parker Goldsboro. 

Wilkes . .  C.  C.  Wright Hunting  Creek. 

Wilson A.  B  Deans Wilson. 

Yadkin L.  G.  Hunt Huntsville. 

Yancey Rev.  W.  W.  Robertson . . Prices'  Creek. 

EX  OFFICIO  MEMBERS. 

Elias  Carr,  President;  A.  H.  Hays,  Vice-President:  E.  C.  Bedding- 
field,  Secretary,  J.  D.  Allen,  Treasurer;  T.  B.  Long,  Lecturer;  R.  B. 
Hunter,  Assistant  Lecturer;  Rev.  J.  J.  Scott,  Chaplain;  W.  H,  Tomlin- 
son,  Door-keeper:  H.  C.  King,  Assistant  Door-keeper;  J.  S.  Holt,  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms;  W.  H.  Worth,  Business  Agent;  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee; 
S.  B.  Alexander.  J.  M.  Mewborne,  and  J.  S.  Johnston,  Executive  Com- 
mittee; E.  A.  Moye,  J.  M.  Brame,  J.  L.  McLean  and  E.  D.  Davis,  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

The  President  delivered  his  annual  address  as  follows: 

Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Farmers'  Alliance  : 
Our  fourth  annual  meeting  is  at  hand,  and  the  signs  of  the  times  indi- 
cate a  still  greater  interest  in  the  objects  and  aims  of  our  Order,  and  a 
unity  of  feeling  among  the  agricultural  and  laboring  classes  never  before 
witnessed  in  this  country.  It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  and  presages 
aught  but  good.  At  a  bantling  age  at  our  first  Rockingham  meeting, 
we  numbered  eight  county  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  subordinate 
Alliances.  At  our  second  meeting  in  Raleigh,  we  had  fifty-two  county 
and  one  thousand  and  eighteen  subordinate  Alliances.  At  our  third, 
Fayetteville,  eighty  nine  county  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen  subordinate  Alliances,  with  an  actual  membership  of  sixty -five 
thousand.  To-day  we  have  a  total  of  ninety-five  county  and  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  forty-seven  subordinate  Alliances,  containing  an 
approximate  membership  of  ninety  thousand,  with  every  county  in  the 
State  organized  save  Dare.  Notwithstanding  this,  applications  for  new 
charters  are  constantly  being  received  and  the  work  goes  bravely  on, 
with  an  increasing  demand  for  lecturers  and  organizers.  The  reports 
of  the  Executive   Committee,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  State  Lecturer,  and 
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Business  Agent,  will  better  set  forth  the  condition  of  the  order.  To 
them  I  respectfully  refer  you,  asking  a  careful  consideration  at  your 
hands. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  meeting  ever  held  in  this  country  has 
been  the  assembling  of  the  farmer  and  labor  organizations  in  St.  Louis 
in  December  last,  the  necessity  for  which  was  foreshadowed  by  that 
eminent  statesman  and  jurist,  the  late  Judge  David  Davis,  when  he  said, 
as  l,ong  ago  as  1860:  "  The  rapid  growth  of  the  corporate  power  and  the 
malign  influence  which  it  exerts  by  combination  on  the  National  and 
State  legislatures  is  a  well-grounded  cause  of  alarm.  A  struggle  is  pend- 
ing in  the  near  future  between  this  overgrown  power,  with  its  vast  rami- 
fications all  over  the  Union  and  a  hard  grip  on  much  of  the  political 
machinery  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  people  in  an  unorganized  condition 
on  the  other,  for  the  control  of  the  government.  It  will  be  watched  by 
every  patriot  with  intense  anxiety."  Never  more  prophetic  words  fell 
from  the  lips  of  man!  The  people,  though  slow  to  admit  it.  had  at  last 
been  convinced,  and  three  millions  of  people  sent  their  representatives 
there  to  form  an  alliance  against  this  monstrons  iniquity.  The  unan- 
imity with  which  the  demands  set  forth  by  that  body  were  adopted, 
and  the  universal  endorsement  by  all  the  States  and  Territories  after 
mature  deliberation  and  discussion,  should,  and  I  believe  will,  convince 
our  legislators  of  our  honesty  of  purpose  and  determination  to  accom- 
plish our  ends.  This  meeting,  national  in  character  as  in  name,  was  a 
magnificent  success  in  obliterating  the  old  lines  of  sectionalism — a  matter 
devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  of  first  impoitance  in  securing  the  necessary 
national  legislation. 

While  some  of  the  demands  set  forth  have  been  granted,  the  most 
important,  the  relief  of  the  financial  distress  of  the  farmers,  has  been 
ignored.  The  labors  of  the  past  are  as  nothing  if  we  expect  to  accom- 
plish this  end.  This  government  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  been  run 
in  the  interest  of  a  victorious  war  party.  The  war  feeling  has  predomi- 
nated in  every  national  election.  The  men  who  did  the  fighting  have 
no  voice  in  the  government.  Who  are  the  men  in  power  today  ?  Those 
that  were  enriched  by  the  war  and  its  consequent  legislation.  The  ill- 
gotten  millions  of  these  legislators  has  be- n  the  power  behind  the  throne. 
The  evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the  history  of  the  laws,  the  history  of 
the  bonds,  the  history  of  the  National  banks  and  the  history  of  the 
demonetization  of  silver.  But  a  stronger  evidence  yet  is  the  present 
condition  of  the  working  classes,  who,  as  a  rule,  the  world  over,  are 
patient  and  peaceable. 

What  means  these  labor  organizations?  This:  that  the  people  see  by 
combination  alone  can  they  live.  Under  a  purer  system  of  government 
forty  years  ago  these  organizations  were  unknown,  and  there  was  no 
necessity  for  them,  but  to-day  how  different!  Every  branch  of  trade 
has  been  compelled  to  organize  to  save  itself  from  absolute  annihilation, 
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and  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  when  we  come  to  learn  that  the  present 
iniquitous  tariff  laws,  the  passage  of  which  was  purchased  by  a  few 
thousand  rich  manufacturers,  have  robbed  the  people  and  put  into  the 
pockets  of  these  same  manufacturers  no  less  than  nine  billions  of  dollars. 
Hence  it  is,  that  at  our  city  of  Washington  the  protest  of  a  millionaire 
will  override  the  petitions  of  millions  of  working  men. 

To  what  course  can  such  a  terrible  state  of  affairs  be  attributed?  It 
is  due  to  the  apathy  or  ignorance  of  the  masses.  We  must  conclude  the 
latter,  and  it  behooves  the  Order  and  the  State  to  educate  the  masses  and 
teach  them  to  think  for  themselves. 

The  acts  of  Congress  in  aid  of  agriculture  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  have  been  few  indeed,  compared  with  those  of  our  rich  manufac- 
turers, and  the  tariff  is  so  manipulated  that  they  (the  few  thousand)  reap 
the  entire  benefits.  We  all  know  but  too  well  the  result  of  this  reign  of 
selfish  greed.  The  small  land  owners  are  being  pushed  to  the  wall,  the 
larger  ones  are  no  longer  able  to  make  both  ends  meet  :  farms  in  the 
North,  South,  East  and  West,  and  especially  West,  that  twenty-five 
years  ago,  during  the  period  of  greatest  inflation,  paid  a  fair  percentage 
on  a  valuation  of  $20  to  $40,  are  now  being  foreclosed  on  mortgages  for 
half  that  amount,  and  the  former  owners  seeking  new  fields  of  employ- 
ment for  a  livelihood. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  humanity,  but  nevertheless  true,  that  with 
an  unequal  distribution  of  wealth  there  is  an  unequal  distribution  of  social 
power.  The  influence  of  the  middle  class — the  man  of  moderate  means — 
is  no  longer  felt  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  Capitol  :  he  is  being  swept 
away.  Wealth  is  rapidly  concentrating,  and  out  of  the  consequent 
corruption  but  two  classes  are  forming — the  lordly  rich  and  the  beg- 
garly poor.  While  free  to  admit  that  the  iniquitous  protective  tariff 
has  brought  about  the  present  depressed  state  of  agriculture  by  strip- 
ping the  poor  of  three-fourths  of  their  natural  savings  and  concentra- 
ting a  majority  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  an  infini- 
tessimally  small  part  of  the  people,  composed  of  manufacturers,  trusts, 
pools  and  combines,  a  rt-peal  alone  of  this  unjust  measure  would  not 
relieve  the  present  distress.  It  would  not  lift  a  single  mortgage.  The 
one  thing  needful  in  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  people,  is  a 
debt-paying  system  of  finance,  in  comparison  with  which  all  other 
questions  sink  into  utter  insignificance. 

While  looking  after  our  National  governmental  relations,  we  must  not 
lose  sight  of  the  education  of  the  masses.  Without  this  we  cannot  pros- 
per and  keep  pace  intelligently  or  materially  with  other  States  more 
liberal  in  this  matter.  The  country  districts  are  more  dependent  upon 
the  public  school  system  than  the  towns  and  cities  :  hence  we  should  be 
especially  interested  in  having  better  educational  facilities.  We  pay 
here  in  North  Carolina  only  forty  cents  for  public  instruction  for  each 
man,  woman  and  child,  while  in  the  Southern  States  the  figures  run  up 
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to  eighty-nine  cents.  In  other  words,  we  spend  for  education  less  than 
one-half  the  average  of  other  Southern  States.  Now,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  without  education  we  cannot  preserve  our  civil  or  religious 
liberties,  or  feel  or  appreciate  the  meaning  of  that  precious  heritage, 
freedom — and  realizing  that  there  is  no  slavery  so  galling  as  the  slavery 
due  to  ignorance,  I  heartily  recommend  this  body  to  lend  its  aid  and 
encouragement  to  a  revision  of  the  present  public  school  system,  thereby 
affording  more  extended  facilities  for  common  education. 

I  further  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  legislative  committee  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  look  after  the  interest  of  the  Order.  Likewise  that 
some  adequate  provision  be  made  for  the  national  per  capita  tax  of  five 
cents:  and  that  the  State  Secretary  be  made  State  Crop  Statistician,  the 
County  Secretary,  the  County  Statistician,  and  the  sub-Secretary  the 
sub-Statistician,  with  adequate  compensation  for  their  services.  And 
finally,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  were  numerically  weak  at  the  form- 
ation and  adoption  of  our  constitution,  and  since  the  Order  has  wonder- 
fully increased  in  strength  and  members,  and  the  duties  devolving  upon 
us  being  infinitely  more  onerous,  I  recommend  a  revision  of  the  consti- 
tution to  a  special  committee,  if  it  meets  the  approval  of  this  body. 

I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  national  affairs,  believing  that  there,  in  the 
Capitol  at  Washington,  have  originated  the  farmers'  woes,  and  from 
that  source  alone  can  come  the  remedy.  Let  us  continue  to  insist  upon 
our  National  Congress  giving  us  this  much  needed  relief.  History 
teaches  that  the  withes  with  which  the  rich  bind  the  poor  can  be  broken 
only  by  fire,  sword  or  bloody  revolution.  But  we  have  a  better  method 
of  overturning  fraud  and  corruption  in  high  places.  We  have  free 
speech  and  free  ballot,  and  when  the  wisdom  of  the  acts  of  the  national 
meeting,  like  leaven,  begin  to  work  upon  the  masses  of  the  people,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  shall  we  have  a  peaceful  and  happy  solution  of  all  our 
troubles. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  you.  to  each 
county  and  subordinate  body,  and  each  individual  member,  for  the  uni- 
versal kindness,  courtesy  and  honors  bestowed  upon  me.  May  wisdom 
crown  your  deliberations. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  offered  by 
Bro.  Alexander,  as  follows: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   OF   THE 
NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE   ALLIANCE. 

To  the  President  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance. 

The  Executive  Committee  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  exam- 
ined the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and.  as  far  as 
practicable,  of  the  State  Business  Agent,  during  the  months  of  January 
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and  August,  and  found  them  correct,  neatly  kept,  and  have  no  further 
recommendation  to  make  except  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  each 
department,  which  will  give  you  the  details  unnecessary  to  repeat  here. 
The  plan  of  the  State  Business  Agency  needs  modifying,  and  a  special 
committee  should  he  appointed  to  consider  this  subject  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  Lecturer's  department  should  be  developed  to  the  greatest 
extent  possible,  as  this  is  the  best  way  of  educating  our  people  in  our 
objects  and  aims,  and  this  education  is  the  bulwark  of  the  Alliance. 
We  would  further  recommend  that  the  Lecturers,  when  requested  by 
the  State  Business  Agent,  be  required  to  act  as  sub-agents  for  the  State 
Business  Agency.  We  would  also  recommend  that  the  National  Alli- 
ance and  Industrial  Union  be  requested  to  re-enact  the  Stewart  plan  of 
marketing  the  cotton  crop. 

Fraternally, 

S.  B.   ALEXANDER, 
J.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
J.  M.  MEWBORNE. 

The  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  as  follows: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

B^o.  President  and  members  of  the  N.  C.  Farmers'1  State  Alliance  : 

At  no  time  within  the  history  of  our  Order  in  this  State  has  its  gen- 
eral condition  been  more  thrifty  than  at  present.  Our  members  have 
made  great  improvement  in  economy  and  enterprise  and  are  becoming 
well  posted  in  public  affairs.  Everywhere  there  has  been  a  sufficient 
amount  of  lecturing  done,  the  Order  is  in  fine  condition;  its  progress 
has  naturally  been  slower  in  those  localities  that  have  not  received  this 
advantage. 

Some  of  the  counties  have  no  larger  membership  than  they  had  a 
year  ago,  but  it  is  composed  of  better  material.  Many  of  the  weak- 
kneed  brethren  who  joined  at  first  because  the  Alliance  was  a  new  thing. 
or  because  they  hoped  to  accomplish  all  its  aims  in  a  short  time,  have 
gradually  dropped  out  of  rank,  and  their  places  have  been  filled  by  men 
who  have  counted  the  cost,  and  have  made  up  their  minds  to  stand  by 
the  principles  of  the  Alliance  to  the  end. 

We  have  been  able,  also,  to  note  the  influence  of  Alliance  literature 
upon  our  Order.  As  its  circulation  has  increased,  it  has  given  new  life 
and  energy  to  the  brotherhood  and  we  have  been  able  to  get  a  concert 
of  action.  Especially  has  this  been  the  case  in  regard  to  the  Alliance 
demands,  and,  for  the  first  time  since  our  organization,  we  have  a  fair 
prospect  of  obtaining  legislation  favorable  to  agriculturists. 

At  your  last  meeting  you  had  1,816  Sub-Alliances  in  the  State,  with  89 
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County  Alliances,  and  an  aggregate  membership  of  72,000  This  year 
we  are  able  to  report  2,147  Sub- Alliances,  with  95  County  Alliances,  and 
an  aggregate  membership  of  nearly  90.000.  Only  forty  Sub- Alliances 
have  surrendered  their  charters  since  the  State  was  organized.  Some 
of  these  have  consolidated  with  other  Alliances,  and  in  every  case  most 
of  the  members  of  disbanded  Alliances  have  joined  elsewhere  and  con- 
tinue to  act  with  us.  Since  last  August  County  Alliances  have  been 
organized  in  the  following  counties  :  Graham,  Macon,  Ashe,  Alleghany, 
Surry  and  New  Hanover.  We  have  a  County  Organization  now  in 
every  County  in  the  State  except  Dare,  and  even  there  we  have  three 
Sub-Alliances. 

Orders  for  Constitutions  and  Rituals  have  come  in  faster  than  they 
could  be  filled  and  the  demand  for  them  seems  to  be  increasing.  It  is 
to  be  inferred  fi  om  this  that  the  brethren  are  anxious  to  become  better 
posted,  both  in  the  workings  of  our  Order  and  in  its  principles. 

The  correspondence  in  the  Secretary's  office  for  the  last  four  months 
has  been  exceedingly  heavy.  The  brethren  all  over  the  State  are  taking 
a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  and  are  looking  out  for  the  interest  of 
the  farmer.  They  invariably  express  themselves  as  being  determined 
that  our  demands  for  relief  shall  not  longer  go  unheeded. 

The  call  of  our  President  for  National  dues  has  not  been  responded  to 
as  promptly  as  should  have  been  done,  consequently  I  have  been  unable 
to  make  a  full  report  to  the  National  Secretary.  I  have  collected  for 
that  purpose. 

Up  to  August  4th,  1890 $  1,330  34 

And  paid  to  National  Secretary 1,100  00 

Leaving  a  balance  of $      430  34 

For  the  State  Alliance  I  have  received  since  the  7th  day  of  January 
from  all  sources,  including  a  balance  of  $110.06   on   hand   at  that 

time - $12,199  26 

Disbursed 8.582  07 

Leaving  balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer  of $  3,617  19 

All  orders  and  vouchers  for  which  these  expenditures  were  made  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  were  examined  by  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee, together  with  all  our  books  and  accounts,  and  they  will  make 
their  report  upon  the  same. 

Fraternally, 

E.  C  BEDDINGF1ELD. 
Secretary   N.  C.  Farmers?  State  Alliance. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  read,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  synopsis:  (Itemized  statements  of  all  accounts  are  kept  in 
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the  Secretary's  office  for  the  reference  of  the  Executive  Com- 

rn-ittee  at  all  times). 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  August  13,  1881) .f  7,020  49 

Amount  from  fees  and  dues 11 ,273  39 

"     charter  fees _ .        903  50 

"  "     sale  of  Constitutions  and  Rituals 974  72 

"     W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee 1,136  00 

Part  of  amount  advanced  to  Business  Agent  returned 1,500  00 

Total $22,808  10 

Disbursements. 

Cost  of  meeting  of  State  Alliance  at  Fayetteville.  as  per  war- 
rants  $  2,159  37 

All  other  expenditures,  as  per  vouchers  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  17,031  54 

Total , . $  19,190  91 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 3,617  19 

Note. — It  will  be  seen  that  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  covers  the 
whole  year  from  August,  1889,  to  August,  1890,  while  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  only  covers  the  time  elapsing  from  the  9th  of  January  to 
August,  1890.  Col.  Polk,  when  he  resigned,  made  his  report  to  the 
Executive  Committee  from  August,  1389,  to  January,  1890,  and  of  course 
the  report  of  the  present  Secretary  only  makes  a  report  from  that  time 
to  August,  1890. 

Bro.  Worth,  our  Business  Agent,  read  his  annual  report, 
as  follows. 

Before  rendering  my  report  of  stewardship,  I  wish  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  situation  as  I  found  it  when  I  commenced  work. 

I  found  that  the  commercial  world  did  not  know  the  Farmers'  Alii, 
ance,  and  it  seems  that  they  did  not  want  to  know  them.  Things  have 
changed  now.  There  is  no  trouble  to  get  any  article  we  want,  if  we 
only  have  the  money  to  get  it  with.  There  was  then,  and  is  now,  in  most 
of  the  towns,  an  agent  for  most  of  the  agricultural  implements,  and 
when  you  would  write  to  a  manufacturer  for  goods,  they  would  invari" 
ably  refer  you  to  their  local  agents.  To-day  we  can  buy  most  any  article 
at  from  10  to  60  per  cent,  off 

My  first  work  was  to  try  and  supply  a  substitute  for  trust  jute 
bagging.     We  tried  cotton  bagging,  but  as  it  was  not  made  in  sufficient 
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quantities,  we  could  not  get  a  supply  of  it,  and  then  we  had  to  use  any 
other  substitute,  and  the  best  we  could  get  was  the  No.  1  heavy  selected 
sugar  sacks.  You  see  to-day  what  effect  we  have  had  on  the  jute  trust 
by  the  difference  in  prices  to-day  and  when  we  commenced  the  fight. 
Then  they  said  they  would  make  us  pay  14  cents  per  yard  for  two- 
pound  bagging,  and  to-day  I  am  offered  the  same  bagging  for  just  one- 
half  that  amount,  delivered  in  Raleigh. 

In  November  I  visited  Richmond,  Baltim  >re  and  other  markets  for 
the  purpose  of  perfecting  arrangements  for  groceries.  After  many 
refusals  to  sell  us  by  the  trade,  I  succeeded  in  getting  two  houses  to  do 
so.  and  the  result  has  been  satisfactory,  both  to  us  and  those  with  whom 
we  have  dealt.     Our  sales  aggregate  about  $90,000. 

In  farming  implements,  wagons,  &c,  our  sales  have  been  good,  with 
an  average  saving  of  20  and  25  per  cent. 

In  acid  phosphates  and  ammoniated  fertilizeis  the  sales  aggregate 
over  $200,000,  with  a  saving  in  profit  of  from  10  to  50  per  cent. 

In  many  sections  fertilizers  are  sold  on  close  margins,  while  in  others 
there  is  a  difference  of  forty  per  cent,  for  some  goods. 

I  am  prepared  to  furnish  all  kinds  of  field  and  garden  seeds  at  lowest 
wholsale  rates :  fruit  trees  at  discounts  of  from  25  to  60  per  cent.  : 
notions,  shoes,  and  many  other  lines  at  trade  prices. 

The  Agency  has  done  the  best  we  could  under  the  circumstances,  and, 
with  the  experience  of  the  past  year,  hope  and  expect,  by  the  united  aid 
of  the  Brotherhood,  to  double  or  quadruple  our  business  in  the  next  year. 
.  The  large  amount  of  N.  C.  Farmers'  Alliance  Official  Fertilizer  sold, 
and  the  inability  of  the  Guano  Company  to  supply  the  demand  in  spring, 
together  with  the  universal  satisfaction  it  has  given,  has  induced  me  to 
close  a  contract  for  the  next  year  at  same  prices  and  terms  as  last  year, 
in  car-load  lots,  and  I  think  I  can  assure  the  Brotherhood,  that,  with  early 
and  ample  preparations,  ail  will  be  supplied.  Now,  to  do  this  needs 
careful  management  and  money. 

The  last  State  Alliance  placed  $3,000  in  my  hands  to  fight  the  iniquit- 
ous jute  trust  by  finding  a  substitute  to  take  its  place.  Would  it  not 
be  well  to  keep  in  bank  for  the  use  of  the  Business  Agency  all  the 
excess  of  $25,000? 

Now,  to  show  you  how  much  advantage  it  would  be,  we  will  take  the 
tiour  :  I  have  bought  3,565  barrels  that  I  would  have  saved  30  cents  per 
barrel.  $1,069.50,  and  so  on  with  other  things. 

Below  I  give  a  partial  list  of  some  of  the  leading  articles  ordered  by 
me  during  the  last  year  : 
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Soda  (case) 
Soda  (keg). 

Starch  

Soap . 

Lye  (case) . 


Bacjs. 

871 

622 

Boxes. 

250 


Articles  of  Merchandise  ordered  by  W.  H.  Worth,  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  N.  C.  Farmers'  Alliance,  prom  August  15th,  188!», 
to  August  1st,  1890. 

Pounds 

Ship-Stuff 202,000       Salt. 

Meat 78,250      Coffee. 

Rice    30,000 

Lard.... .-  10.000 

Candy 4,475 

Spices 3,594 

Tobacco,  plug . . 2. 504 

Tobacco,  smoking 60 

Barrels. 

Flour -     3.565 

Sugar 1,011 

Molasses 461 

Irish  Potatoes 312 

Oil 91 

Pork 64 

Bushels. 

Corn 15,578 

Oats... 5.011 

Clover  Seed 1,449 

Pease 200 


331 

312 

121 

147 
Tons. 

Guano 10,021 

Acid     600 

Kaiuit 30 

Lime  and  Plaster 30 


Sewing  Machines 

Stoves  _ . 

Wagons 

Buggies 

Organs 

Cigars  


60 
57 
25 

27 

1 

500 


Merchandise    account  $114,032.17 

Fertilizer  account 210,441.00 


Total -. _     $324,473.17 

Other  articles  too  numerous  to  specify,  such  as  dry  goods,  shoes  and 
hats,  notions,  and  stationery,  hardware,  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  reapers, 
mowers,  binders,  gins,  &c,  plows  and  castings,  fruit  cans  and  tinware. 

Our  Trustee  makes  the  following  report  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEE  OF  THE  STATE  ALLIANCE 
BUSINESS  AGENCY  FUND. 

North  Carolina  F.  A.  B.  A.  Fund. 
Trustee's  Office.  July  31st.  1890. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Beddingfield,  Secretary : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — I  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  July 
31st,  1890  : 
Received  at  last  report,  July  31st,  1890 — 

1,054  vouchers $    22,389  25 

Loan  from  Bro.  McElwee _ .  25  00 


This  year— 


$    22,414  25 

916  vouchers 12,030  15 

Total,      1,970  vouchers. .$      34  444  40 
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Expenditures — 

Last  report... $    '30,590  08 

This  year. 11.S06  88 

$    32,396  96 

On  hand — 

Call  Loans $         500  00 

Cash 1,547  44 

t 

$    2,047  44 

EXPENDED. 

Last  report... $  20.590  08 

1889. 

Aug.    12.  $1,500  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  97J...  .$  1,462  50 

Oct.      11.       1,300  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  97 1,259  00 

15.  200  N.  C.  4  percent,  bonds,  96J  ...        193  00 

14.  50  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  96  ... .  48  00 
Dec.       2.  150  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  97   ... .        145  00 

23.       2,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  98  ....     1,960  00 
1890. 

Jan.       6.       1,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,    ..    964  00 

15.  1,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  96^....        965  00 
May.     30.      1,500  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  par  ....     1,500  00 

Express  on  bonds  5  25 

$8,700  $  8,501  71 

Loan  returned  McEl  wee 25  00 

Paid  W.  H.  Worth,  Business  Agent,  on 

cotton  bagging  account 3,182  13 

Paid  J.  F.  Newsom,  Hertford  County,  98  00 

$  11.806  84 

$  32,396  96 
The  fund  consists  of  the   following  North  Carolina  four  per  cent. 

bonds : 

Denomination  of  $1,000— Nos.  133,  144,  408  409,  565,  566,  567, 
569,  570,  533,  534,  679,  749,  1312,  1313.  1390,  1402,  1470,  1543, 
1637,  1701,  1702,  2138,  2004,2254,  1851—26 $26,000  00 

Denomination  of  $500— Nos.  110,  499,  808,  812,  308—5.. 2,500  00 

Denomination  of  $100— Nos.  129,  369.  370,  371,  648,  649,  717, 
718,  884,  1068,  1069,  1359,  1360—13 1.300  00 

Denomination  of  $50— Nos.  91.  105,  246,  337,  562,  563,  421—7..        350  00 

$30,150  00 
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INCOME  FROM    FUND. 

January  1st,  coupons  on  ©'3(5.650  bonds $    583  00 

July  1st,  coupons  on  .$30,150  bonds 603  00 

*  1,136  do 
Paul  J.  D.  Allen,  Treasurer _ $    53:3  qq 

-  -   603  00 


"I  1,136  00 


The  Fund  has  been  contributed  by  one  thousand  and  seventy  Sub- 
Alliances  and  forty  County  Alliances,  so  that  less  than  half  have  con- 
tributed anything  and  from  some  of  these  the  contributions  are  quite 
small. 

I  issued  a  circular  (a  copy  of  which  I  annex)  to  the  County  Alliances 
at  the  April  meeting,  gave  a  list  of  the  Alliances  contributing  in  each 
County,  and  the  amount,  asking  for  examination  and  correction  of 
errors.  I  received  only  four  replies  and  think  my  books  may  be  con- 
sidered correct. 

As  far  as  I  am  aware  only  two  dollars  of  the  amount  of  money  for- 
warded by  registered  letter,  Post-office  order,  or  check,  has  been  lost. 
This  was  extracted  from  a  letter  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  Middle  Creek 
Alliance,  207,  Wake  County,  N.  C.  One  Secretary  in  Camden  County 
and  one  in  Burke  report  money  sent  by  ordinary  mail  which  was  never 
received. 

So  little  attention  is  paid  to  their  pledges  by  most  of  the  Alliances  that 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  encumber  my  report  with  them,  as  it  is  only 
the  cash  that  is  available  for  business  purposes. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  your  body  to  the  terms  of  my  bond, 
which,  I  think,  is  unnecessarily  large.  The  bonds  of  countv  officers,' 
summons  to  court,  etc.,  in  this  State,  are  only  half  recoverable,  so  that 
a -1,1,000  bond  is  in  fact  only  good  for  $500.  Tennessee,  and,  perhaps 
other  States,  have  corrected  this  and  reduced  the  amount  of  bond,  and 
made  the  whole  recoverable.  The  State  officers  who  give  bond  in  this 
State  give  a  st  ated  amount.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  best  to  have  the 
bond  a  specified  amount,  with  power  in  Executive  Committee  to  increase 
when  necessary.  An  officer  cannot  possibly  defalcate  for  more  than  he 
receives.  I  think  a  justified  bond  of  $50,000  ample  to  cover  all  danger 
of  loss,  and  in  these  times,  when  men  who  are  able,  are  so  loth  to  become 
surety,  unnecessary  amounts  ought  not  to  be  required. 

I  never  have  allowed  as  much  as  five  thousand  dollars  to  remain  unin- 
vested at  one  time. 

W.  A.  GRAHAM. 
Trustee. 

2 
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COPY   OF  CIRCULAR  ISSUED. 

N.  C.  Farmers*  Alliance. 
Business  Agency  Fund, 
Machpelah,  N.  C ,1890. 

To  the  Secretary  of County  Alliance: 

I  hand  you  by  order  of  the  Executive  Committee,  a  list  of  the  Alli- 
ances in  your  county  which  have  contributed  to  the  Fund  and  the 
amounts  of  contributions.  You  will  read  this  at  the  meeting  of  your 
Alliance  in  April  and  cause  the  Delegates  to  carry  the  amounts  of  their 
respective  Alliances  home  to  be  compared  with  the  books  of  the  Secre- 
taries. Any  supposed  mistakes  should  beat  once  reported  to  me,  so  that 
the  matter  may  be  investigated.  It  is  hoped  that  Alliances  that  have 
not  paid  their  pledges  and  paid  in  at  least  fifty  cents  per  member  will 
at  once  take  steps  to  do  so.  The  Business  Agent  desires  to  perfect  his 
trade  arrangements,  and  must  have  his  security  ready  to  do  so. 

Fraternally,  W.  A.  GRAHAM. 

Trustee. 

Bro.  Long,  our  State  Lecturer,  askecl  to  be  allowed  until 
to-night  at  8:30  o'clock  to  complete  his  report.  His  request 
was  granted  without  objection. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  next  reported  through  its  chair- 
man, Bro.  W.  A.  Graham,  and  the  report  was  filed  with  the 
Secretary. 

The  following  committees  were  then  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Carr: 

Order  of  Business — J.  A.  Green,  of  Harnett,  chairman:  H.  B.  Hunter, 
of  Warren;  C.  C.  Cowan,  of  Jackson;  and  M.  G.  Gregory,  of  Pasquo 
tank. 

Demands  and  Resolutions — J.  B.  Holman,  of  Iredell,  chairman:  Dr. 
L.  N.  Durham,  of  Cleveland;  E.  A.  Darden,  of  Greene:  Dr.  J.  A.Collins, 
of  Halifax;  W.  H.  Queen,  of  Swain,  and  Joshua  Skinner  of  Perqui 
mans. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws — E.  A.  Moye,  of  Pitt,  chairman:  W.  A. 
Graham,  of  Lincoln;  J.  B.  Holman,  of  Iredell;  J.  M.  Mewborne.  ijt 
Lenoir;  W.  A.  Robertson,  of  Yancey:  R.  A.  Grier,  of  Mecklenburu. 
J.  A.  Marsh,  of  Union;  T.  B.  Boushall,  of  Camden,  and  J.  W.  A.  Payn -. 
of  Lincoln. 

Immigration — R.  T.  Rush,  of  Montgomery,  chairman:  L  L.  Little.  > 
Anson;  J.  H.  Dunn,  of  Vance:  P.  H.  Massey,  of  Durham;  S.    W.  Nobh- 
of  New  Hanover,  and  H.  D.  Egerton,  of  Franklin. 
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Miscellaneous  Subjects — R.  A.  .Speight,  of  Edgecombe,  chairman; 
T.  B.  Parker,  of  Wayne;  S.  T.  Wilfong,  of  Catawba;  G.  W.  Wilson,  of 
asylvania,  and  J.  J.  (Jailing,  of  Gates. 

Publication — Geo.  Wilcox,  of  Moore,  chairman;  W.  J.  Rogers,  of 
Northampton,  and  R.  W.  Winstead,  of  Nash. 

Education.  — N.  C.  English,  of  Randolph,  chairman;  Geo.  E.  Boggs, 
of  Haywood;  J.  W.  Atwater,  of  Chatham;  A.  B.  Deans,  of  Wilson; R.  H. 
iYeeland,  of  Mitchell,  and  J.  D.  Cox,  of  Pitt. 

Business  Agency  and  Exchange — D.  A.  Blackwell,  of  Buncombe, 
i  l:airman;  R.  J.  Powell,  of  Wake,  and  W.  H.  McLaurin,  of  Richmond. 

Insurance—  Geo.  E.  Boggs,  of  Haywood,  chairman;  C.  Houk,  of  Burke, 
end  H.  C.  Fulton,  of  Forsyth. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced: 

Resolution  No.  2.  In  relation  to  Public  Schools,  by  S.  J. 
Veach;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  3.  In  relati'on  to  draining  the  swamp 
lands  of  Hyde,  by  J.  M.  Watson;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  4.  Concerning  Public  Education,  by  J.  B. 
Holman  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  5.  Relating  to  a  Newspaper  Alliance,  by 
W.  A.  Graham ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolution  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  6.  To  indorse  the  Progressive  Farmer,  by 
J.  B.  Holman ;  placed  on  Calendar. 

Resolution  No.  7.  In  relation  to  the  election  of  officers  of 
the  State  Alliance,  by  R  J.  Powell.  Bro.  Powell  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  and  put  the  resolution  on  its  passage.  The 
rules  were  suspended,  and  upon  motion  of  E.  A.  Moye  the 
resolution  was  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  8.  In  regard  to  sub-Treasury  Bill,  by 
L.  N.  Durham ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  9.  Relating  to  the  National  Demands,  by 
L.  N.  Durham.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.   10.     Relating  to  the  depression  of  Agri- 
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culture,  by  J.  W.   Atwater;  referred  to  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions and  Demands. 

Resolution  No.  11.  Relating  to  the  payment  of  Delegates, 
by  R.  S.  Green,  Jr.  On  motion  of  Bro.  Green,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  resolution  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  State  Alliance  issue 
and  pay  no  orders  to  the  delegates  in  attendance  upon  the  same  until 
the  last  day  of  session,  unless  the  delegate  shall  have  been  excused  by 
the  State  Alliance  in  regular  session. 

Resolution  No.  12.  By  D.  A.  Blackwell,  concerning  Edu- 
cation ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  13.  By  T.  B.  Parker,  in  regard  to  legisla- 
tion for  Monetary  Relief ;  referred  to  a  special  Committee  on 
Legislation. 

Resolution  No.  14.  By  D.  A.  Blackwell,  in  regard  to  the 
Payment  of  Jurors  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Legislation. 

Resolution  No.  15.  By  S.  W.  Noble,  in  regard  to  Juries ; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Legislation. 

Resolution  No.  16.  By  J.  W.  A.  Payne,  concerning  Pub- 
lic Education;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  17.  From  Sharon  Alliance,  in  regard  to 
the  Liquor  Traffic;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  18.  By  A.  W.  Long,  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  19.  By  Geo.  E.  Boggs,  relating  to  Insurance; 
referred  to  Special  Committee  on  Insurance. 

Resolution  No.  20.  By  C.  C.  Cowan,  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution; referred 'to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  21.  By  D.  A.  Blackwell,  relating  to  Busi- 
ness Agency  and  Exchange;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Business  Agency  and  Exchange. 

Resolution  No.  22.     By  J.  S.  Humphrey,   to  amend  the 
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Constitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  23.  By  J.  S.  Humphrey,  to  change  title 
of  Assistant  Lecturer  to  Steward;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  24.  By  J.  S.  Humphrey,  to  explain  Section 
1,  Article  10,  of  Constitution  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  25.  By  A.  F.  Heilman,  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  26.  By  R.  P.  Henry,  in  relation  to  Lawyers 
making  comment  on  Evidence;  referred  to  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. 

Resolution  No.  27.  By  S.  J.  Veach,  that  a  day  be  set  apart 
for  prayer,  etc.;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands.  $ 

Resolution  No.  28.  By  R.  H.  Freeland,  relating  to  Public 
Education;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  29.  By  J.  F.  Flack,  to  amend  Constitution; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  30  By  H.  B.  Hunter,  to  amend  Consti- 
tution; referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No  31.  By  C.  J.  Edney,  in  regard  to  Rate  of 
Interest;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Demands. 

Resolution  No.  32.  By  C.  J.  Edney,  relating  to  Public- 
Education  ;  Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  33.  By  L.  L.  Little,  to  change  Constitution; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  34.  By  L.  L.  Little,  to  change  Constitution; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  35.  By  P.  H.  Massey,  pertaining  to 
Fertilizers;  referred  to  Committee  on\  Business  Agency  and 
Exchange. 

Resolution  No.  36.     Withdrawn  by  consent. 
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Resolution  No.  37.  By  D.  P.  White,  in  regard  to  Public 
Schools;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  38.  By  M.  L.  Barnhardt,  to  establish  a 
Cotton  Agent  for  the  State;  referred  to  Committee  on  Busi- 
ness Agency  and  Exchange. 

Resolution  No.  39.  By  Edmund  Hopkins,  Jr.,  in  relation 
to  the  organization  of  Dare  and  part  of  Tyrrell  Counties; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Demands. 

Resolution  No.  40.  By  J.  L.  McLean,  in  regard  to  a  Rail- 
road Commission  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  41.  By  J.  L.  McLean,  in  regard  to  Pay- 
ment of  Debts  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  42.  By  J.  C.  K&y,  Amendment  to  Consti- 
tution ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  43.  By  W.  H.  McLaurin,  Amendment  to 
Constitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  44.  By  J.  S.  Humphrey,  Amendment  to 
Constitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  45.     By ^not  signed),  Amendment 

to  Constitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

Official  communication  from  President  Can;  referred  to 
Committee  on  Legislation. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Humphrey,  to-morrow  (Thursday)  at 
2:30  p.  m.,  was  made  the  special  hour  for  the  election  of 
officers  and  selecting  the  place  to  hold  the  next  annual 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Watson,  the  following  Committee 
was  appointed  on  Legislation:  R.  J.  Powell,  of  Wake ;  R  H. 
Gower,  of  Johnston,  and  C.  C.  Cowan,  of  Jackson. 

Bro.  A.  H.  Hayes  offered  a  resolution  to  limit  the  time  of 
introducing   resolutions   to  the  first  hour  of  the  morning. 
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The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  passed  unani- 
mously. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  R.  H.  Gower,  President  Carr  was  re- 
quested to  exemplify  the  unwritten  work  of  the  Order. 

Some  misunderstanding  arising  in  regard  to  Resolution 
No.  3  (concerning  draining  of  swamp  lands  of  Hyde),  it  was 
agreed  to  recommit  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Veach  it  was  ordered  that  the  delegates 
and  officers  of  this  Alliance  exemplify  the  unwritten  work, 
just  as  exemplified  here,  to  their  respective  Subordinate  and 
County  Alliances  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  same,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  possible. 

The  Calendar  was  then  taken  up  and  Resolution  No.  5  was 
discussed  and  finally  postponed  until  after  the  election  of 
officers. 

The  following  Resolution,  No.  6,  was  passed  unanimously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  hereby  endorses 
the  Progressive  Farmer  as  the  organ  of  our  Order,  and  commend  it  to 
the  liberal  patronage  of  the  brotherhood  and  of  the  people  of  the  State 
generally. 

Bro.  Arledge,  of  Polk  Qounty,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
of  absence 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-night  at  8:30 
o'clock. 


Evening  Session, 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Carr  at 
8:30  p.  m. 

The  hour  for  special  order  having  arrived,  State  Lecturer 
Thos.  B.  Long  made  his  annual  report,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  STATE  LECTURER, 

To  the  President,  other  Officials  and  Delegates  of  State  Farmers'  Alliance: 

Brothers — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  this  my 

annual  report,  touching  the  management  of    he  department  over  which 
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twelve  months  since  you  called  me  to  preside,  to-wit,  the  Lecture  Field 
of  the  State. 

I  accepted  the  position  with  fear  and  trembling,  knowing  how  limited 
was  my  early  education.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  great  admiration  I 
had  for  the  principles  embodied  in  our  Constitution,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  great  desire  I  had  to  take  an  active  part  in  using  what  little  ability 
my  God  had  given  me  in  breaking  up  the  past  and  present  unjust  legis- 
lation, and  place,  if  possible,  the  laborer  of  the  country  on  a  proper 
plane,  I  could  never  have  been  induced  to  take  such  a  step  at  Fayette- 
ville,  N.  C. 

I  have  found  to  my  sorrow  that  my  fears  were  well  grounded,  and 
often  in  my  canvass  of  the  State  have  I  been  made  to  feel,  and  that 
very  sensibly,  that  perhaps  a  man  of  a  more  finished  education  than 
myself,  could  have  done  more  for  the  noble  cause  which  we  all  love  and 
cherish  so  much. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  perhaps  I  might  be  not  so  competent  as  I 
would  like  to  be,  I  attempted,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
our  worthy  President  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State,  to  call 
around  me  gentlemen  of  whose  acknowledged  ability  no  one  could  ques- 
tion. Their  work  in  the  last  twelve  months  has  fully  established  the 
fact  that  the  selections  made  for  District  Lecturers  were  wise  indeed. 

In  the  first  place,  allow  me  to  refer  to  the  selection  made  by  the  State 
meeting  twelve  months  since,  of  Assistant  State  Lecturer,  Bro.  Hunter, 
of  Mecklenburg,  N.  C.  I  am  satisfied  he  has,  in  and  out  of  season,  dis- 
charged his  duty  faithfully  and  honestly,  and  has  at  all  times  had  the 
good  of  the  Order  at  heart.  His  efforts,  I  know,  will  not  be  forgotten 
by  the  brotherhood.  As  long  as  gratitude  has  its  sway  and  proper  appli- 
cation, he  will  never  be  shown  the  cold  shoulder  by  our  Order. 

In  the  first  and  second  districts  of  the  State,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Beaufort,  Camden,  Carteret,  Chowan,  Currituck,  Dare,  Gates.  Hert- 
ford, Hyde,  Martin,  Pasquotank  Pamlico,  Perquimans,  Pitt,  Tyrrell. 
Washington,  Bertie,  Craven,  Edgecombe,  Greene,  Halifax,  Jones, 
Lenoir,  Northampton,  Vance,  Warren  and  Wilson,  we  had  the  noble 
Darden,  who  died  with  the  flag  waving  in  his  hand. 

Many  an  honest,  true  Alliance  man's  eyes  were  made  dim  with  tears 
when  the  sad  news  was  flashed  over  the  wires  that  he  had  fallen. 

It  is  but  mete  and  proper  that  formal  notice  be  taken  at  this  meeting 
of  his  death,  and  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  suggest  that  a  committee 
be  appointed,  consisting  of  the  surviving  District  Lecturers  to  prepare 
resolutions  in  regard  to. this  sad  visitation,  for  action  by  this  State 
meeting. 

In  the  fourth  district  we  have  had  the  eminent  services  of  brother 
P.  H.  Massey,  a  man  who  not  only  knows  how  to  perform  his  duty,  but 
does  it;  one  who  so  lives  that  he  has  the  right  to  call  to  his  aid  an  All- 
wise  God.     His  work  has  met  the  approval  of  all. 
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In  the  fifth  district,  composed  as  it  is  of  the  counties  of  Caswell,  For- 
syth, Granville,  Guilford,  Person,  Rockingham,  Stokes  and  Surry,  we 
have  enjoyed  the  services  of  brother  J.  B.  Smith,  of  Caswell  County. 
N.  C.  On  the  10th  July  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  at  Winston, 
N.  C,  and  for  two  hours,  with  logical  reasoning  and  direct  home-thrusts, 
he  held  iiis  audience  spellbound.  His  purity  and  sterling  qualitit  s  no 
one  doubts. 

In  the  seventh  district,  composed  of  Catawba,  Davidson,  Davie,  Ire- 
dell, Rowan,  Mongomery,  Randolph  and  Yadkin,  we  have  had  the  ser- 
vices of  the  inimitable  and  devoted  lover  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Associa- 
tion, Dr.  D.  Reid  Parker.  His  work  has  not  been  confined  to  one 
district,  but  all  over  the  Slate,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  his  clarion 
voice  could  be  heard  contending  for  equal  rights  to  all  and  special  priv- 
ileges to  none,  covering  himself  with  honor,  and  our  Constitution  and 
principles  with  glory. 

In  the  eighth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Alexander,  Alle- 
ghany, Ashe,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Cleveland,  Gaston,  Lincoln,  Watauga 
and  Wilkes,  we  have  had  the  patriotic  services  of  a  man,  who,  like 
"  Qesar's  wife,"  in  all  things  is  above  suspicion;  a  man  unselfish,  just, 
true  and  in  all  things  reliable.  The  work  he  has  performed  is  of  that 
solid  character  that  will  wash  and  wear  well.  In  the  secret  work  he  is 
a  moving,  walking  encyclopaedia  of  signs,  grips  and  passwords.  Where- 
ever  known,  whatever  he  said  of  the  order  was  believed  and  endorsed. 
It  is  our  brother,  Dr.  L.  N.  Durham,  of  Cleveland  County 

In  the  ninth  district,  composed  of  the,  counties  of  Buncombe,  Clay, 
Cherokee.  Graham,  Haywood,  Henderson,  Jackson,  McDowell.  Madison, 
Mitchell,  Polk,  Rutherford,  Swain,  Transylvania  and  Yancey,  we  have 
had  the  services  of  brother  Robert  B.  Yance.  It  is  useless  for  me  to  add 
one  word  of  praise  as  to  his  labors.  The  people  know  what  he  has  done. 
He  claims  the  ninth  as  the  banner  disti'ict.  If  it  is  not,  'tis  not  his  fault. 
To  the  principles,  Constitution  and  demands  of  the  Association  he  is  as 
true  as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  I  have,  however,  heard  him  say  in  the 
last  few  days,  that  he  was  not  fully  satisfied  that  our  forces  were  exactly 
up  on  the  secret  work  in  parts  of  this  disti'ict,  but  he  would  guarantee 
we  would  be  by  the  time  we  went  to  pass  in  our  ballots  for  legislation 
that  would  put  the  down-trodden  laborer  on  a  level  with  the  balance  of 
the  people  of  the  State. 

It  becomes  my  duty  just  here  to  say  something  of  the  cost  of  the 
work  in  my  department,  and  I  do  say  emphatically  there  never  has 
been  as  much  brain-work,  coupled  with  physical  wear  and  loss,  as  has 
been  done  for  the  same  amount  of  money.  Had  it  not  been  for  free 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Trustee,  and,  in  fact, 
all  the  State  officers,  so  much  could  not  have  been    accomplished  with 
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any  such  sum.  It  has  cost  nearly  two  thousand  dollars  less  than  the 
State  officers  thought  it  would  take.  With  more  money,  more  could 
have  been  accomplished,  but  for  the  amount  spent  great  good  has  been 
effected. 

To  amount  paid  to  Capt.  W.  A.  Darden,  Lecturer ..  _$  540  25 

J.  B.  Smith,  Lecturer 191  20 

L.  N.  Durham,  Lecturer 120  00 

P*  H.  Massey,  Lecturer _ 169  35 

R.  B.  Vance,  Lecturer 140  00 

*D.  R.  Parker,  Lecturer 380  71 

R.  B.  Hunter,  Assistant  State  Lecturer 805  95 

Thos.  B.  Long.  State  Lecturer .  _ _ 510  11 

$2,85*?  57 

There  is,  I  learn,  a  balance  due  the  estate  of  W,  A.  Darden.  and  may 
be  small  amounts  due  some  others  not  reported.  This  will,  however, 
be  all  looked  after,  and  put  in  its  proper  place. 

In  regard  to  the  number  of  counties  organized  and  in  working  order, 
and  number  of  Alliances  in  the  State  and  total  number  of  members, 
allow  me  to  most  respectfully  refer  you  to  reports  of  our  President  and 
Secretary. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  an  alteration  or  two  in  the  Constitution.  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  so  changed  as  to  confer  on  the  President  of  County  Alli- 
ances, and,  perhaps,  every  sub-Alliance,  the  powers  of  an  organizer.  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  by  Bro.  Long,  of  Alleghany,  and  I 
cordially  endorse  it. 

My  opinion  is,  there  is  error  in  the  mode  of  balloting  for  a  person  who 
seeks  admission.  I  think  the  course  to  pursue  would  be,  when  he  thinks 
the  black-ball  should  be  used,  he  ought  to  attach  to  it  chai'ges  and 
specifications,  and  let  the  President  appoint  a  committee  to  act  at  once. 
Good  men  are  debarred  often  by  the  present  mode. 

In  regard  to  the  views  of  brother  S.  B.  Alexander,  Chairman  Execu- 
tive Committee,  as  to  the  Lecturers  taking  special  charge,  or.  rather, 
aiding  to  a  greater  extent  in  collecting  funds  from  and  through  the 
Alliances,  sub  and  county,  meets  with  my  unqualified  approval. 

The  literature  of  the  Alliance  has  not  that  extensive  circulation  it 
should  have.  Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  scarcity  of  money, 
made  so  by  improper  legislation,  has  forced  hundreds  and  thousands  to 
do  without  any  of  our  papers.  In  my  recent  canvass,  however,  I  could 
hear  of  many  large  clubs  going  forward  to  our  State  organ,  the  Pro- 


*Of  the  amount  above   mentioned  as  paid  to  Bro.  Parker,  only    eighty-one 
dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents  ($81.58)  was  for  lecturing  during  the  present  year. 

E.  C.  BEDDINGFIELD,  Sec. 
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gressive  Farmer.  Do  let  me  beg-  the  delegates  here  to  do  all  in  their 
power  at  home  to  aid  our  noble  cause  through  the  Alliance  papers  of 
our  country. 

There  are  many  more  things  I  might  add  to  this  report,  but  prudence 
says  stop. 

A3  to  myself,  I  have  never  surrendered  to  any  man  any  greater  love 
than  I  bear  in  my  bosom  towards  this  noble  Order.  If  she  should  fall, 
which  God  forbid,  I  expect  to  be  found  in  the  last  ditch,  with  the  last 
Hag  flying.  As  to  what  I  have  accomplished  as  State  Lecturer,  all  I 
have  to  say  is,  I  have  done  my  best. 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 

Yours  fraternally, 

THOMAS  B.  LONG, 
Lecturer  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

Bro.  P.  H.  Massey  moved  to  take  up  the  Calendar. 

The  question  of  a  quorum  being  raised,  the  roll  was  called 
and  a  quorum  found  to  be  present.  The  Calendar  was  then 
taken  up,  and  Resolution  No.  9  was  placed  upon  its  passage 
and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'1  State  Alliance,  That  we 
earnestly  urge  all  members  of  our  Order  to  stand  firmly  by  the  National 
demands  made  by  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  LTnion 
at  St.  Louis. 

Resolution  No.  27  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  We  acknowledge  God  as  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  things,  with- 
out which  acknowledgment  no  one  can  become  a  member  of  our  Order; 
and  whereas,  by  the  history  of  the  past  we  learn  that  those  nations  that 
acknowledged  Him  as  their  leader  and  called  on  Him  out  of  devout 
hearts  never  failed  of  success;  and  whereas,  we  believe  it  is  the  desire 
of  all  good  Alliancemen  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  adjustment  of  their 
many  infringed  rights  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  in 
session  assembled  at  our  annual  meeting  in  Asheville  August  the  12th, 
1890,  do  earnestly  request  that  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one,  every  Sub- Alliance  in  North  Carolina  do 
meet  at  their  respective  places  of  meeting,  or  at  their  nearest  church, 
as  they  may  think  best,  for  the  purpose  of  worshiping  and  offering  peti- 
tions to  the  God  whom  we  acknowledge  as  our  leader  and  who  is  able  to 
give  us  the  desire  of  our  hearts. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  National  Dues  was  referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-laws. 
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Resolution  No  8  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  known  as  the  Sub-Treasury  plan  is  now  a  mat- 
ter of  vital  necessity  to  the  agriculturists  of  this  country,  and  that  we 
hereby  register  this  our  special  demand  that  some  bill  calculated  to 
carry  out  this  measure  be  at  once  passed  by  Congress  to  the  end  that  the 
discrimination  against  the  farmer  now  caused  by  contraction  in  the  Fall, 
may  be  stopped,  and  that  he  may  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with 
other  occupations. 

Resolutions    Nos.  2,  13,  17  and  35    were    discussed   and 

failed  to  pass. 


THIRD  DAY— Thursday  Morning. 

August  14th,  1890. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Carr  at  10:15 
o'clock,  wTith  Bro.  Fulton,  of  Forsyth, officiating  as  Chaplain. 

The  following  resolutions  were  introduced  and  referred  to 
appropriate  committees : 

Resolution  No.  47.  By  J.  A.  Kimsey,  to  allow  Confederate 
soldiers  to  sell  goods  without  license. 

Resolution  No.  48.    By  S.  J.  Veach,  in  regard  to  Education. 

Resolution  No.  49.  By  S.  W.  Noble  (by  request),  relative 
to  Taxing  Dogs,  Payment  of  Jurors,  etc. 

Resolution  No.  50.  By  S  W.  Noble  (by  request),  resolu- 
tion from  Middle  Sound  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  51.  Communication  from  Bostick's  Mills 
Alliance  (name  of  introducer  not  given). 

Resolution  No.  52.  By  R.  S.  Green,  Jr.,  relative  to  the 
Constitution  of  North  Carolina. 

Resolution  No.  53.  By  R,  H.  Spaight,  in  regard  to  the 
Conger  Compound  Lard  Bill. 

Resolution  No.  54.  By  S.  J.  Veach,  in  regard  to  the 
Soldiers'  Encampment. 

Resolution  No.  55.  By  Bro.  McClelland,  of  Cumberland, 
concerning  the  Secret  Work. 

Resolution  No.  56.  By  A.  B.  Deans,  relative  to. Tax  on 
Land  and  Solvent  Credits. 
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Resolution  No.  57.  By  J.  A.  Collins  (by  request),  relating 
to  the  Price  of  Cotton  Seed. 

Resolution  No.  5S.  By  J.  F.  Cole,  in  relation  to  the  Man- 
ufacturing Interests  of  the  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  59.  By  Ed.  Hopkins,  Jr.,  in  regard  to  a 
Lecturer  for  the  First  District. 

Resolution  No.  (30.  By  J.  F.  Brinson,  relative  to  a  Busi- 
ness Directory. 

Resolution  No.  61.     By  J.  F.  Cole,  relating  to  Fertilizers. 

Resolution  No.  62.  By  Geo.  E.  Boggs,  concerning  a  Rail- 
road Commission. 

Resolution  No.  63.  By  R.  B.  Hunter,  in  regard  to  the 
burning  of  Rutherford  College. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Insurance,  re-referred  to  Execu- 
tive Committee  with  power  to  act. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  McLaurin,  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  was  taken  up  and  read  section  by  section  and  adopted 
as  amended. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  2:30  o'clock. 

Note. — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  is 
entirely  too  long  to  be  embodied  in  these  Proceedings,  as  they  embrace 
the  whole  of  our  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  The  Constitution,  as 
amended,  will  be  issued  in  pamphlet  form  for  the  information  of  the 
brotherhood. 

E.  C.  BEDDINGFIELD,  Secretanj. 


Afternoon  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  and 
the  hour  for  the  Special  Order  having  arrived  the  Alliance 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  with  the  following  result: 

President Elias  Carr Old  Sparta. 

Vice-President A.  H.  Hayes Birdtown. 

Secretary ...;... E.  C.    Beddingfield  Raleigh. 

Treasurer J.  D.    Allen Falls. 

Chaplain S.  J.  Veach "Warsaw. 
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Lecturer ...T.  B.  Long... ...Asheville. 

Steward R.  B.  Hunter Huntersville. 

Door-keeper      W.    H.  Torulinson Fayette  ville. 

Assistant    Door-keeper .  H.  E.  King Peanut. 

Sergeant- at- Ai  ins J.  S.  Holt. Chalk  Level. 

Business  Agent .  W.  H.  Worth Raleigh. 

J\fember  Ex.  Committee J.   S.   Johnson... Ruffin. 

Ft 

Moreheacl  City  was  selected  as  the  place  to  hold  the  next 
annual  session. 

Delegates  and  alternates  to  represent  North  Carolina 
in  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union 
next  December,  were  selected  as  follows: 

S.  B.  Alexander,  Delegate;  W.  J.  Green,  Alternate. 
George  Williamson,  Delegate;  R.  J.  Powell,  Alternate. 
E.  A.  Moye,  Delegate;  C.  C.  McClelland,  Alternate. 
Elias  Carr,  Delegate;  D.  R.  Parker,  Alternate. 
R.  B.  Vance,  Delegate;  J.  M.  Mewborne,  Alternate. 
M.  L.  Wood,  Delegate;  E.  C.  Beddingfield,  Alternate. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  H.  G.  Egerton,  of  Frank- 
lin; C.  J.  Edney,  of  Henderson;  G.  H.  Haigler,  of  Clay; 
J.  A.  Kimsey,  of  Cherokee;  C.  C.  Wright,  of  Wilkes;  R.  S. 
Mitchell,  of  Caswell;  W.  H.  McLaurin,  of  Richmond,  and 
N.  P.  Rankin,  of  Macon. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  Friday  at  9  o'clock 

A.  M. 


FOURTH  DAY— Morning  Session. 

August  15th,  1890. 

President  Carr  called  the  Alliance  to  order  and  prayer 
was  offered  b}r  Bro.  Veach. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Bro.  Fulton,  of  Forsyth. 

The  Calendar  was  taken  up  and  Resolution  No.  31  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  great  money  power  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  is  so 
organized  as  to  enable  them  to  extort  from  the  laboring  classes  enormous 
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rates  of  interest  in  North  Carolina  far  beyond  the  rate  demanded  in 
many  of  our  sister  States;  and  whereas,  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  are 
inadequate  to  the  task  of  suppressing  such  high  handed  robbery  in  that 
there  is  no  criminal  penally  affixed:  therefore. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  note  assembled,  That  we 
demand  of  the  next  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  the  amend- 
ment of  the  laws  of  our  State  so  as  to  make  it  not  only  a  forfeiture  of 
the  entire  interest  but  also  a  criminal  offense,  punishable  with  fine  and 
imprisonment,  to  charge,  reserve,  withhold  or  take  a  greater  rate  of 
interest  than  is  allowed  by  law. 

Resolution  No.  40  passed,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  of  the  next  Legislature  a  Railroad  Com- 
mission Law,  with  full  powers  to  the  Commissioners  to  regulate  passen- 
ger and  freight  rates  on  a  fair,  just  and  reasonable  basis. 

Resolution  No.  21  was  taken  up  and  the  substitute  offered 
by  the  Committee  on  Business  Agency  and  Exchange  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustee  of  the  State  Business  Agency  Fund  be 
authorized  to  loan  to  P.  H.  Folsom  six  bonds  of  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  upon  condition  of  the  said  P.  H. 
Folsom  giving  good  security  for  the  return  of  said  bonds.  This  loan 
being  for  the  establishing  of  an  Agency  at  Asheville  for  the  benefit  of 
the  transmontane  Alliances. 

Resolution  No.  64,  reported  by  Committee  on  Business 
Agency  and  Exchange,  was  passed,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  The  State  Business  Agency  Fund  was  raised  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  Agency  a  credit — in  other  words,  the  Fund 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protecting 
creditors  against  loss  by  reason  of  Alliances  failing  to  meet  their  obliga- 
tions; and  whereas,  the  State  Business  Agency  has  no  money  to  use  in 
buying  for  spot  cash,  or  to  meet  drafts  made  on  him  for  purchases  made, 
and  is  compelled  to  make  arrangements  with  only  such  manufacturers 
and  merchants  as  will  sell  on  short  time:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  and  are  hereby  authorized 
to  raise  a  cash  fund  for  the  State  Business  Agency;  that  said  fund  shall 
be  of  shares  of  twenty  dollars  each,  and  shall  only  be  owned  by  sub- 
Alliances. 

Resolved.  That  no  sub- Alliance  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
spot  cash  fund  unless  it  has  subscribed  for  at  least  one  share. 
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Resolved,  That  any  sub-Alliance  that  shall  satisfy  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee that  it  is  unable  to  pay  forjone  share,  shall  be  granted  the  privi- 
lege of  trading  through  this  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  management  of  this;  Fund  shall  in  no  way  interfere 
with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Alliances  or  individuals  as  now  exist 
with  the  State  Business  Agency. 

Official  communication  from  President  Carr  was  consid- 
ered by  the  Legislative  Committee  and  they  recommend 
"  that  a  Conference  of  the  State  Alliance  Legislative  Com- 
mittee be  held  with  a  like  Committee  of  the  Knights  of 
Labor  during  the  session  of  the  next  General  Assembly  of 
North  Carolina."  The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Immigration  was  adopted,  as 
follows : 

We,  the  Committee  on  Immigration,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report,  as  there  were  no  resolutions  submitted  to  the  committee.  We 
recommend  that  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance  extend  a  cordial 
invitation  to  all  desirable  immigrants  seeking  citizenship  and  perma- 
nent homes  among  us. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


R. 

T. 

RUSH, 

L. 

L. 

LITTLE. 

J. 

H. 

DUNN, 

P. 

H. 

MASSEY, 

S. 

W. 

NOBLE, 

11 

D. 

EGERTON, 
Committee 

Resolution  No.  56  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  The  land  owners  are  paying  largely  more  than  their  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  taxes  of  the  State,  in  that  land  pays  at  its  full 
assessed  value,  regardless  of  incumbrance  thei'eon;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  that  the  Legislature  so  amend  the  law  that  land 
shall  be  exempt  from  taxes  to  the  extent  of  mortgage. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  law  with  regard  to  listing  solvent  credits 
be  so  amended  that  the  holder  of  evidences  of  debt  shall  classify  and 
list  them,  and  in  a  suit  to  recover  judgment,  shall  fiust  prove  that  the 
paper  has  been  listed  for  taxes. 
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Resolution  No.  65  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  that  the  largest  profits  in  staple  agricultural  products  are  in 
the  manufacture  of  such  products,  and  we  hereby  earnestly  encourage 
such  enterprises  among  Alliancemen,  and  that  the  co-operation  and  pat- 
ronage of  the  Order  should  be  extended  to  the  upbuilding  of  such  indus- 
tries. 

Resolution  No.  58  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas.  Our  brethren  in  several  counties  and  sections  of  the  State 
have  established  Alliance  manufacturing  enterprises  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  to  them  our  support  and  aid,  and,  all  other 
things  being  equal,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  give  them  the  preference  in 
the  purchase  of  their  products. 

Resolution  No.  60,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  no  Business  Directory  has  been  issued  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  adopted  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  at 
Fayetceville,  August,  1889:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  conformity  with  said  resolution  the  proper  authori- 
ties be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  issue  said  Directory  at  their  earliest 
convenience. 

Resolution  No.  14,  after  being  amended  by  the  Committee, 
passed  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  of  our  legislative  bodies  to  change  the 
present  laws  so  that  taxes  will  rest  equally  light  on  all  classes;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  population  of  the  country,  and  also  the 
State  is  fast  increasing;  and  whereas,  crime  and  violation  of  law  is 
also  increasing;  and  whereas,  we  believe  the  criminal  law  is  not  suffi- 
ciently executed;  therefore,  to  suppress  crime, 

Resolved,  That  Farmers'  Alliances  throughout  the  State  exert  their  influ- 
ence in  having  the  criminal  law  more  forcibly  executed. 

Resolution  No.  59,  relating  to  a  Lecturer  for  the  First  Dis- 
trict, was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  their  con- 
sideration and  action. 

Resolution  No.  62  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance  urges  our  Legislature 
at  its  next  session  to  enact  a  law  creating  a  Railroad  Commission,  with 
full  power  to  regulate,  on  a  just  basis,  freight  and    passenger  rates   of 
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railroads  operated  in  the  State,  to  investigate  and  take  suitable  action 
with  respect  to  damages  to  persons  or  property,  or  neglect  to  properly 
provide  for  the  comfort  and  safety  of  passengers  at  stations  and  in 
transit.  Further,  to  require  all  such  railroads  to  make  to  such  Commis- 
sion sworn  quarterly  statements  showing  the  gross  receipts  of  such 
roads  from  freights  and  from  passenger  fares,  and  the  gross  expendi- 
tures during  the  same  period.  Further,  to  require  all  such  railroads  to 
make  to  said  Commission  sworn  statements  annually  of  the  actual  and 
of  the  assessed  value  of  all  property  owned  or  operated  by  them  in  this 
State  and  of  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  such  railroads  to  the  State. 
Should  the  Commission  and  said  railroads  be  unable  to  agree  in 
regard  to  a  just  valuation  of  such  property,  the  Commission  to  have  the 
right  to  employ  disinterested  parties  (one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  an 
expert),  and  value  said  property. 

Resolution  No.  63  passed,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  in  annual  session  assembled,  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  one  of  North  Carolina's  most  influential  institu- 
tions of  learning,  namely  Rutherford  College,  therefore,  knowing  full 
well  the  great  influence  for  good  exercised  by  this  institution  in  the 
education  of  the  youth  of  the  State,  we  heartily  recommend  to-  the 
brethren  of  our  organization  to  render,  so  far  as  lies  in  their  power, 
such  support  and  assistance  as  will  enable  the  trustees  of  said  institu- 
tion to  rebuild  and  continue  the  noble  work  of  educating  the  youth  of 
our  land. 

Resolution  No.  66  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  shall  have  authority  to  omit  from  pro- 
ceedings unimportant  items  and  matters  not  enacted  by  this  Alliance, 
and  to  condense  as  far  as  practicable:  Provided,  the  record  shall  show  a 
fair  statement  of  proceedings. 

Resolution  No.  67,  by  Geo.  \V.  Williamson,  was  put  on  its 
passage  and  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  the 
Buncombe  County  Alliance  for  the  use  of  the  beautiful  new  Opera 
House,  Thanks!  thanks!  and  again  thanks  to  our  warm-hearted  breth- 
ren of  Buncombe  and  adjoining  counties. 


NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS      STATIC    ALLIANCE.  dO 

Resolution  No.  68,  by  McD.  Boyd,  of  Surry,  was  placed 
upon  its  passage  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  We  have  promulgated  in  our  declaration  of  purpose  that 
monopolies  and  trusts  are  dangerous  to  the  best  interests  of  our  country: 
and  whereas,  in  our  bright-tobacco  section  we  are  brought  in  contact, 
face  to  face,  with  a  gigantic  trust  and  combine  known  as  the  (Jigarette 
Trust,  whose  evident  purpose  is  to  oppress  the  producer  and  subvert  the 
laws  of  honest  competition;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Alliancemen  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
unanimously  condemn  the  actions  of  a  certain  trust  known  as  the  Cigar- 
ette Trust,  believing  it  to  be  dangerous  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
our  tobacco  counties. 

Resolved  further,  That  we,  as  Alliance  brethren,  pledge  our  united 
efforts  to  break  up  said  trust  or  combination. 

Committee  on  Order  of  Business  recommended  a  contin- 
uation of  the  same  Order  of  Business  as  now  governs  this 
body,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Education  offered  the  following  report : 

Whereas,  The  subject  of  free  and  liberal  education  alike  for  males 
and  females  is  a  matter  of  paramount  importance  to  the  material  and 
institutional  life  of  a  State,  and  one  that  especially  claims  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  industrial  classes;  therefore. 

The  Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  in  session  assembled,  resolve 
1st,  That  we  favor  and  recommend  an  increase  of  our  present  public 
school  tax  of  at  least  twenty- five  per  centum. 

Resolve  2d,  That  we  favor  and  recommend  that  ample  appropriations 
and  provisions  be  made  by  the  State  for  the  training  and  higher  educa- 
tion of  females. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Parker,  the  consideration  of  the  cotton 
bagging  was  taken  up.  After  considerable  discussion  it  was 
decided  to  make  no  public  expression  to  the  outside  world 
on  this  question,  and  the  debate  showed  the  feeling  against 
trusts,  and  the  goods  handled  by  them,  to  be  as  strong  as 
ever. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Winstead,  the  officers  of  the  Alliance 
were  installed  by  Bro.  D.  R.  Parker. 

President  Carr  added  N.  C.  English,  of  Randolph,  to  the 
standing  Committee  on  Legislation. 
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Bro.  English  moved  to  adjourn,  but  withdrew  his  rnotio 
in  order  that  the  unwritten  work  might  be  again  exemplifie* 

Bro.  Gower  called  the  attention  of  the  body  to  the  fact  th; 
the  mileage  allowed  to  delegates  far  exceeded  the  actual  cosi. 
No  action  was  taken,  however,  as  the  motion  to  adjourn  wM 
pending. 

The  State  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  August,  1891,  in  Morehead  City. 

E.  C.  BEDDINGFIELD, 
Secretary  N.   C.  F.  S.  A. 


The  Progressive  Farmer, 

DR.A.XjEIGriaC,  3ST.  o. 
L.  L.  POLK,  Editor. 
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Wholly  and  entirely  devoted  to  the  promotion  of 
the  Alliance  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  Agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country. 
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STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT 

OF   THU 

N.  C.  FARMERS'  STATE   ALLIANCE. 


RAtEiGH,  N.  C,  October  nth,  1890. 

Brethren  : — I  wish  especially  to  call  your  attention  to  Resolution  No. 
*■  64,  passed  at  the  Asheville  meeting. 

It  would  be  unnecessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  such 
action.  You  all  know  you  can  buy  on  better  terms  for  spot  cash  than 
I  you  can  on  credit,  although  your  credit  is  ever  so  good.  If  each  Alliance 
will  do  what  it  can  we  will  have  a  good  working  fund,  and  when  we  have 
plenty  of  capital  for  cash  purchases  we  will  not  need  credit,  and  I  hope 
we  can  place  what  money  we  have  in  a  way  that  we  can  use  it  for  buying 
at  spot  cash  prices  instead  of  giving  us  such  a  good  credit.  We  will  then 
not  need  the  credit. 

Now  let  each  sub-Alliance  do  what  they  can,  and  I  hope  by  next  meet- 
ing we  can  have  a  cash  working  capital  equal  to  our  permanent  fund 
that  we  now  have. 

With  a  spot  cash  capital  we  can,  in  some  wa}\  I  hope,  convert  our 
permanent  fund  into  a  working  fund. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  WORTH, 

State  Business  Agent. 


JAS.   B0YLAN 


T.    W.    DOBBIN. 


WM.    BOYLAN. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 

August  ii,  12  and  13,  1891. 


Morehead  City,  N.  C, 

Tuesday,  August  11,  1891. 

The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  assembled  in 
Bell's  Hall  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  was  called  tcr  order  and 
opened  in  regular  form  by  President  Elias  Carr.  Bro.  S.  J. 
Veach,  the  Chaplain,  was  present  and  officiated. 

President  Carr  appointed  R.  H.  Stancil,  of  Northampton ; 
T.  J.  Armstrong,  of  Pender,  and  M.  L.  Reid,  of  Buncombe, 
as  a  Committee  on  Credentials. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  three  members  was  appointed 
by  President  Carr  to  wait  on  National  President  L.  L.  Polk, 
and  notif}'  him  of  the  desire  of  this  body  for  a  public  address 
from  him  in  the  ball-room  of  the  Atlantic  Hotel  this  even- 
ing at  4  o'clock.  Brothers  Nichols,  of  Onslow;  Cutchins,  of 
Edgecombe,  and  Woodward,  of  Swain,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

National  President  Polk  came  into  the  hall  and  was  invited 
to  a  seat  on  the  stage,  and  was  called  on  by  this  body  for  an 
address,  specially  to  the  Order,  which  he  made  in  a  speech  of 
about  one  hour,  which  was  full  of  sound  Alliance  doctrine, 
and  of  duty  to  our  cause. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  made  the  following  partial 
report,  viz.:  That  there  were  eighty-eight  counties  repre- 
sented by  delegates  holding  proper  credentials. 
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On  motion  of  Bro.  Hoover,  of  Wilson,  a  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  fraternal  greeting  to 
our  brethren  in  the  North  and  North-west. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  President  appointed  the 
following  committee:  Brothers  Hoover,  of  Wilson;  Bedding- 
field,  of   Wake,  and  Wilson,  of  Forsyth. 

The  President  then  delivered  his  annual  address,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  : 

Since  last  addressing  you,  as  President  of  the  State  Alliance,  it  has 
been  my  great  pleasure  to  watch  the  healthy  growth  of  our  Order,  and 
the  rapid  development  of  the  principles  we  have  inculcated.  On  the 
20th  of  April,  1887,  the  first  Subordinate  Alliance  was  organized  at  Ash- 
pole  in  Robeson  County.  Just  a  year  later  there  were  728  Sub- Alliances. 
During  the  second  year  the  growth  was  such  that,  April  20th.  1889.  there 
were  1,654  .Sub-Alliances.  April  20th,  1890.  there  was  a  still  further 
gain,  so  the  number  was  2.062.  On  our  last  anniversary,  the  ground 
being  effectually  covered  by  the  thorough  organization  of  every  county, 
it  was  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  increase  was  less,  showing  a 
total  number  of  2,221  subordinate  organizations  with  a  membership  of 
100,000. 

To  the  reports  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
State  Lecturer,  Business  Agent  and  Trustee,  I  respectfully  refer  you, 
asking  a  careful  consideration  at  your  hands. 

I  suggest  that  the  position  of  Assistant  Lecturer  be  abolished,  as  there 
is  not  the  necessity  for  this  office  since  the  new  plan  of  lecturing  has 
become  in  use  in  our  State. 

The  State  Lecturer  should  be  a  brother  of  the  highest  executive  abil- 
ity, who  should  have  control  of  the  lecture  system  in  the  State. 

I  suggest,  also,  that  the  office  of  Treasurer  be  abolished,  and  that  the 
office  of  Secretary  be  made  Secretary-Treasurer. 

A  year  ago,  after  my  re-election  to  this  office,  a  proposition  was  made 
to  increase  the  President's  salary,  which  I  opposed  then,  but  said  I  would 
recommend  it  a  year  hence,  which  I  now  do.  I  think  that  the  salary 
should  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  President  to  give  his  constant  services 
to  the  Order. 

I  find  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  applications  for  aid  from 
members  of  the  Alliance  and  most  of  them  meritorious,  and  I  suggest 
that  some  plan  be  devised  to  meet  these  applications. 

The  unprecedented  political  upheaval  of  last  November  was  the  nat- 
ural outcome  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  Alliance,  and  despite  the  pro- 
tests of  our  enemies,  we  can  take  unto  ourselves  the  credit  of  that  more 
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than  glorious  onslaught.  Truly,  it  was  a  great  work;  and  well  may  we 
feel  honored,  since  it  was  a  most  salutary  lesson  to  the  greed  of  capital, 
the  rottenness  of  government  and  the  ravings  of  political  demagogues. 
But  though  the  future  seems  bright,  there  is  much  yet  to  be  done. 
Indeed,  when  I  view  the  dangers  which  even  at  the  present  time  sur- 
round us,  I  think  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  the  work  seems 
scarcely  yet  began.  "We  are  assailed  on  every  hand  by  demagogues, 
chiefly  those  in  office,  whose  sole  object  is  to  perpetuate  their  power,  and 
it  matters  little  by  wThat  means  they  effect  their  purpose.  Sometime? 
we  see  them  masquerading  as  friends  of  the  farmer,  but  in  reality 
employed  by  soulless  corporations  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discontent  among 
us;  and  sometimes  they  are  the  hirelings  of  the  great  trunk  lines,  which, 
like  a  gigantic  octopus,  are  slowly  but  surely  absorbing  and  paralyzing 
what  little  blood  and  energy  is  now  left  unto  us. 

We  have  nothing  with  which  to  fight  this  redoubtable  combination 
save  honest  hearts,  willing  hands  and  that  spirit  of  independence  which 
has  ever  characterized  the  husbandman  from  the  time  of  Cincinnatus 
even  unto  our  own.  I  think,  then,  I  do  not  miss  the  mark  when  I  say 
that,  as  a  class,  we  are  patient  and  willing,  much  abused  and  never 
murmuring,  yet  when  we  are  aroused,  as  I  now  trust  you  all  are,  the 
act  bears  more  than  ordinary  significance.  But  what  metes  this  our 
last  resort,  if  our  energies  be  not  united,  if  we  be  not  a  unit  in  our 
actions  ?  Shall  we  profit  by  the  experience  of  the  past  ?  The  road  to 
defeat,  the  road  to  victory  lie  equally  plain  before  you.  The  choice 
is  of  vital  importance — something  must  be  done.  It  is  no  longer  a  mat- 
ter of  condition — relief  must  come.  Our  condition  is  such  that  delay 
would  be  fatal  among  us,  and  the  conscious  opinion  is  that  relief  must 
come  through  the  legitimate  and  peaceful  channels  of  legislation.  We 
have  held  up  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  honest  men  the  existence  of 
trusts,  combines  and  corporations;  but  of  what  benefit  has  this  exposure 
been  to  us  ?  The  work  of  robbery  still  goes  on.  Why  is  this  ?  Why 
have  we  accomplished  so  little?  The  answer  is  an  open  secret — it  is 
because  the  vast  majority  of  the  producing  class  are  yet  untaught, 
uneducated,  deaf  to  the  appeals  of  reason  and  experience,  callous  to  the 
cry  of  those  who  preach  the  importance  of  thorough  organization.  Is 
it  not  strange  that  so  many  of  our  fellowmen  utterly  ignore  the  very 
first  law — the  law  of  self-preservation — and  the  fact  that  a  complete 
and  thorough  organization  is  the  only  safe  means  whereby  we  can  be 
assured  of  our  rights?  On  every  hand  we  hear  boasts  of  our  great 
progress  and  our  civilization,  but  since  good  government,  "  the°govern- 
rnent  of  the  people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people,"  the  secret  of  all 
happiness  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  other  sciences,  we  see  great  reasons 
for  asserting  that  this  boasted  civilization  is  not  shared  in  by  the  work- 
ingman  who,  here,  as  the  world  over,  is  the  pith,  the  marrow,  the  back- 
bone of  the  country.     And  how  is  he  to  share  therein,  handicapped  as 
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he  is  in  the  race  of  life,  in  the  severe  struggle  for  existence  F  Handi- 
capped by  his  own  ignorance,  which  he  so  unfortunately  evinces  when 
he  asserts  his  opposition  to  that  bill,  which  now,  in  anything  but  a  spirit 
of  fairness,  is  being  discussed  throughout  the  country — I  mean,  of 
course,  the  Sub-Treasury — and  touching  this  I  do  not  think  it  amiss  to 
say  that  we  are  not  wedded  to  the  particular  phraseology  which  now 
characterizes  the  bill.  We  do  not  pray  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  unal- 
tered and  undiscussed,  for  that  would  deprive  us  of  the  opinions  and 
experiences  of  others;  but  we  are  attached,  yea,  even  committed,  to  the 
principles  involved,  and  are  convinced  that  only  after  a  full  and  free 
discussion  can  we  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  subject.  There 
is  precedent  sufficient  of  government's  loaning  money  to  the  citizen  with 
and  without  security,  and  thus  is  established  the  power  to  loan,  which 
is  indeed  all-sufficient.  The  kind  of  security  does  not  enter  into  the 
case — the  government  can  select  what  it  considers  ample  and  best  cal- 
culated to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  people.  It  is  unaccountable;  indeed, 
I  cannot  understand  how  a  man  dependent  upon  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
for  his  daily  bread  can  oppose  the  principles  involved  in  this  plan.  The 
very  fact  of  the  intense  hatred  which  the  monopolists  and  their  hire- 
lings throughout  the  country  bear  not  only  the  bill,  but  its  authors, 
should  convince  the  laboring  man  that  its  passage  would  produce  not 
only  a  radical  change,  but  that  that  change  would  most  probably  operate 
to  his  benefit,  since  it  is  so  bitterly  opposed  by  the  ultra-moneyed  classes. 
Our  quarrel,  let  me  say  here,  is  not  with  the  State,  which  has  ever  been 
mindful  of  our  necessities,  but  with  the  National  Government,  and  par- 
ticularly those  branches  of  it  which  are  responsible  for  the  present 
iniquitous  protective  system  and  the  demonetization  of  silver.  The 
demand  for  the  increase  in  the  circulation  of  this  metal  will,  if  unheeded, 
only  intensify  the  conditions  which  even  the  American  laborer  finds 
almost  intolerable.  I  will  not  touch  upon  the  circumstances  of  that 
great  wrong,  the  demonetization  of  silver,  which  was  perpetrated  upon 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  because  you  are  all  no  doubt  acquainted 
with  the  details,  but  I  do  not  think  it  out  of  place  to  add  that  it  is  now 
generally  believed  that  the  passage  of  that  act  in  1873  was  one  element 
of  a  great  consph'acy  to  turn  over  the  finances  of  this  country  to  the 
banker  and  speculator.  Grant  himself  knew  not  he  had  signed  such  a 
bill,  and  since  no  Senator  or  Congressman  could  be  found  who  would 
tell  aught  of  its  passage,  the  suspicions  of  the  people  have  been  con- 
firmed. 

Such  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  is  inexplicable  in  the  light  of  the 
progress  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a  stain  upon  the  pages  of  its  civili- 
zation, which,  as  one  turns  them  back  over  the  past  twenty-five  years, 
he  finds  them  deep-dyed  with  the  toil  and  sweat  of  poverty-stricken 
millions.  The  existing  national  bank  law  is  the  shape  the  robbery 
assumed — I  say  robbery,  because  the  government  delegates  to  a  class, 
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the  bankers,  the  power  of  contracting  and  expanding  the  currency, 
thereby  conferring  upon  them  the  unnatural  prerogative  of  fixing  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  pernicious  effects  of  this  system 
can  but  be  realized  when  we  reflect  that  within  a  few  short  years  the 
vast  majority  of  the  wealth  of  this  country  has  passed  into  the  hands 
of  less  than  five  thousand  men.  Is  not  something  radically  wrong 
with  a  system  of  finance  under  which  within  twenty  years  the  prudent 
laborers  of  this  country  have  lost  more  than  one-half  of  their  entire 
holdings  ?  And  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  facts  that  the  country  is 
one  of  inexhaustible  resources  and  the  government  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  Our  civilization  has  an  under-current  of  fearful  threat,  a  moral 
plague  has  struck  society  through  to  its  very  core.  Honor  and  charity 
are  slowly  being  eliminated  from  man's  make-up;  faith  no  longer  exists 
between  capitalist  and  laborer;  and  a  vulgar  materialism  is  stalking 
throughout  our  broad  land.  The  whole  country  seems  to  be  swiftly 
drifting  to  some  fearful  crisis,  and  how  can  it  be  otherwise  since  all 
questions  are  merged  into  the  problems  of  labor  and  capital,  and  men 
enjoying  the  highest  honors  of  the  republic  openly  assert  that  "  purity 
in  politics  is  an  irridescent  dream  ? "  The  lust  for  gold  which  burns 
in  the  veins  of  the  politician  has  made  our  era  as  melancholy  as  it  is 
wonderful.  The  reign  of  luxury  which  bears  effeminacy,  and  which 
was  the  ruin  of  Rome,  is  with  us.  May  the  purity  of  heart  of  the 
American  laborer  save  us  from  the  untimely  fate  of  the  once  greatest 
work  of  the  children  of  men.  I  touch  upon  these  features  of  our  social 
and  political  life,  not  because  they  are  unknown  to  you,  but  because  we 
cannot  hope  for  success  till  every  producer  in  the  land  is  acquainted 
with  the  shortcomings  of  that  system  which  has  forced  him  into  a  posi- 
tion but  a  shade  removed  from  that  occupied  by  the  Grecian  helot  of 
old.  Education,  the  power  to  think,  the  capacity  to  draw  a  conclusion 
from  a  premise,  are  the  practical  lessons  that  should  be  taught  the  hard- 
worked,  ill-paid  and  unfortunate  members  of  this  great  Order.  The 
ballot  with  which  this  man  is  armed  is  a  terrible  engine  of  destruction 
as  vvell  as  the  only  hope  which,  at  the  present  time,  makes  life  worth 
living.  In  the  hands  of  the  ignorant,  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  citi- 
zens are  endangered  ;  but  in  the  hands  of  the  enlightened,  it  is  the 
destroyer  of  oligarchy,  the  preserver  and  bulwark  of  our  freedom,  and 
the  nation's  peace  and  happiness.  Until  a  larger  element  in  a  republic 
is  honest  and  enlightened,  it  is  a  republic  only  in  name.  Men  who  have 
no  honor  to  uphold,  are  entrusted  with  the  power  and  responsibilities  of 
the  most  dignified  offices.  They  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  save 
their  worldly  possessions.  These  they  have  wrung  from  the  producers, 
and  these  do  they  lavishly  expend  in  the  passage  of  laws  which  still 
further  arm  them  with  the  power  of  binding  the  laborer  hand  and  foot. 
Matters  grow  from  bad  to  worse,  and  at  last  we  awake  to  realize  that 
the  monster  we  have  created  is  oligarchy!  oligarchy  in  its  most  terrible 
form ! 
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Our  law-makers  for  years  past  have  been  losing  sight  of  the  main 
point,  which  is,  that  a  republic  is  a  form  of  government  wherein  the 
laws  are  made  looking  to  the  welfare  of  a  majority  of  its  citizens. 
If  this  be  true,  there  is  one  government  inaptly  called  a  republic. 
The  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  States  are  agriculturists,  and  the 
tariff,  which  seems  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  protects  only  the 
manufacturer.  If  we  were  exclusively  a  manufacturing  people,  there 
would  be  justice  in  existing  conditions,  but  since  only  one  man,  we  may 
say,  out  of  five  thousand,  is  a  manufacturer,  a  very  little  consideration 
will  show  that  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  are  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  one.  Pursuing  this  principle  to  its  greatest  extreme, 
you  should  find  the  wealth  of  the  country  centered  in  the  hands  of  a 
few — and  such  is  actually  the  case.  I  repeat,  that  eighty  per  cent,  of 
the  entire  wealth  of  the  country  is  either  controlled  or  owned  by  com- 
binations numbering  not  more  than  35,000  souls.  Does  not  this  state  of 
affairs  smack  mightily  of  the  feudal  system  of  the  middle  ages?  One 
of  the  greatest  men  America  ever  produced — Abraham  Lincoln — saw 
this  picture  when  he  said:  "You  can  fool  all  the  people  part  of  the 
time,  a  part  of  the  people  all  the  time,  but  you  can't  fool  all  the  people 
all  the  time."  He  used  these  words  in  condemnation  of  the  trusts  and 
combines  which  were  already  establishing  themselves,  and  which  he 
foresaw  would  surely  sap  the  life-blood  of  the  republic.  He  is  not  yet 
wholly  a  prophet,  for  he  predicted  the  downfall  of  the  State  if  such 
cancerous  growth  were  allowed  to  exist.  Time  may  yet  prove  him  a 
prophet  indeed. 

Since  the  very  foundation  of  society  it  has  been  the  province  of  the 
bread- eaters  to  solve  the  political  and  social  problems  of  the  day.  It 
seems,  however,  that  they  are  now  powerless  in  the  face  of  the  compli- 
cations growing  out  of  their  own  inefficiency.  That  prerogative  now 
falls  to  you,  the  bread-winners,  in  whose  tact,  judgment  and  modera- 
tion I  have  the  most  implicit  confidence. 

In  conclusion,  then,  I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  my  sincere  thanks 
and  appreciation  for  the  honor  and  courtesy  which  have  ever  been 
bestowed  upon  me  by  you  all,  individually  and  severally,  both  as  a 
private  citizen  and  in  my  official  capacity.  With  best  wishes,  then, 
and  with  well-grounded  hopes  for  the  future  success  of  the  Alliance, 
with  heartfelt  sympathy  for  the  worthy  struggling  men  and  women 
whose  shoulders  bear  the  great  responsibility,  and  with  the  firm  belief 
that  justice  will  at  last  prevail,  I  herewith  return  to  you  the  scepter  of 
authority. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Powell,  of  Wake,  the  President's  address 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
who  should  examine  and  report  on  recommendations  made 
therein. 
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The  Executive  Committee  made  the  following  report : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF   THE    EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  OF   THE 
NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

Mr.  President  :  Your  Executive  Committee  has  discharged  its  duties, 
and  respectfully  report  that  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent,  and  Trustee  of  the  State  Business 
Agency  Fund  are  correct,  and  take  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  the 
reports  of  each  of  these  officers.  Your  Executive  Committee  deem  it 
best  for  the  interest  of  our  Order  not  to  submit  in  this  report  many 
things  that  ought  to  be  called  to  your  attention,  but  to  submit  the  min- 
utes of  each  of  its  meetings,  in  order  that  you  may  understand  and 
have  before  you  the  entire  work  of  the  year.  The  only  recommenda- 
tion your  Committee  desire  to  urge,  is  a  change  in  the  Constitution  in 
regard  to  mileage.  This  should  be  changed  to  actual  traveling  expenses. 
This  change  is  necessary,  and  either  member  of  the  Committee  can 
submit  to  you  a  verbal  statement  of  the  facts  that  render  the  change 
necessary.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  B.  ALEXANDER, 
J.  M.  MEWBORNE. 
J.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  then  submitted  the  following 
special  report : 

SPECIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Executive  Committee  Office,  August  10,  1891. 

Mr.  President  :  Your  Committee  respectfully  report  that  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  State  Alliance  held  at  Asheville,  Bro.  Worth  stated  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Teachers'  Assembly  tendered  to  the  State  Alliance 
the  use  of  the  Teachers'  Assembly  Hall  at  Morehead  City  for  our  next 
(this)  meeting,  and  others  made  statements  in  regard  to  said  hall,  and 
the  State  Alliance  accepted  the  invitation  and  selected  Morehead  City 
for  its  place  of  meeting.  The  Secretary  of  the  Teachers'  Assembly, 
without  notice  to  us,  gave  the  hall  to  the  Dental  Association.  We 
regret  that  we  did  not  know  the  fact  in  time  to  have  selected  a  town 
that  would  have  given  us  a  hall  suitable  to  hold  our  meeting  in  and 
to  have  given  the  brethren  notice  of  the  change. 

S.  B.  ALEXANDER. 

J.  S.  JOHNSTON. 

J.  M.  MEWBORNE, 

Committee. 
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The  Secretary  then  made  the  following  report : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren:  Bro.  E.  C.  Beddingfield,  having  been 
elected  one  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners  for  North  Carolina,  tendered 
his  resignation  as  Secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 
to  take  effect  on  the  28th  of  March  last.  It  was  accepted  by  your  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  I  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  Received 
notification  on  27th  of  March  of  my  appointment ;  reported  28th  ; 
returned  home  29th,  arranged  my  business  matters  temporarily,  made 
my  bond  and  was  in  the  office  at  Raleigh  on  the  evening  of  the  31st 
March. 

The  condition  of  the  Order  from  last  August  has  been  steadily  pro- 
gressive all  over  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  counties  where 
partisan  politics  has  been  the  ruling  spirit  and  has  been  carried  into  the 
Alliance — in  those  there  has  been  a  backward  movement.  Never  before, 
in  the  history  of  any  country,  has  a  peaceful  organization  made  such  rapid 
strides  as  ours:  and  never  in  the  history  of  our  Order  have  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  and  kindred  societies  been  drawn  closer  together,  and  have 
been  more  united  upon  the  demands  of  the  Order  than  in  the  past  three 
months.  From  every  section  comes  the  cheering  news  that  many  are 
taking  the  field  for  our  cause  who  have  heretofore  been  afraid  to  speak 
to  the  public  about  these  demands — champions  are  espousing  the  cause 
who  do  not  and  cannot  belong  to  the  Order.  The  abuse  by  a  partisan 
press  of  our  officers  and  of  our  leading  demand — the  Sub-Treasury 
plan — has  had  more  to  do  in  uniting  our  people  solidly  than  any  other 
two  things.  I  believe  to-day  that  the  high  Christian  ground  upon 
which  our  Order  is  planted,  and  the  beautiful  truths  which  it  inculcates, 
the  love  for  one  another,  are  bringing  the  farmer  and  laborer  under  one 
fold  so  firmly  that  at  least  ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  the  organization  are 
a  unit  for  our  demands,  and  especially  the  one  leading  demand — the 
Sub-Treasury  plan. 

When  I  first  went  into  office  I  was  visited  quite  frequently  by  those 
who  were  gathering  news  for  the  papers.  Alliance  news  we  gave  them 
freely,  when  by  so  doing  no  harm  could  come  to  our  Order.  But  the 
misrepresentation  of  a  circular  sent  out  by  Bro.  Denmark,  the  business 
manager  of  our  State  organ,  by  one  of  these  reporters,  using  it  to  mis- 
represent the  Alliance  by  printing  only  a  part  of  said  circular  and  say- 
ing it  was  sent  out  from  the  Alliance  headquarters,  has  made  me 
extremely  wary  about  giving  any  news  at  all,  except  through  our  own 
organ. 

The  lecture  system,  which  has  been  inaugurated  this  year  and  is  now 
in  its  infancy,  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  our  Order.     There  are  a  mini- 
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ber  of  points  that  the  Alliance  has  not  been  able  to  reach  with  any 
except  its  local  lecturers,  on  account  of  the  distance  from  railroad  trans- 
portation. 

In  June  last,  I  sent  out  from  my  office  a  circular  to  each  County  Sec- 
retary asking  the  counties  to  contribute  a  fund  of  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five  dollars,  either  from  county  funds  or  by  private  contributions  of  its 
members,  for  the  purpose  of  having  at  least  one  mass-meeting  to  every 
four  counties.  Up  to  this  time,  quite  a  number  of  the  counties  have 
responded  liberally,  and  the  prospects  are  bright  now  for  at  least  twenty- 
five  mass-meetings  in  the  State.  Already  we  have  had  mass- meetings 
at  Goldsboro,  Oxford,  Kings  Mountain,  Maxton,  Thomasville  and  Rocky 
Mount,  and  we  have  dates  fixed  for  several  others — Charlotte,  August 
2(3 ;  Greensboro,  August  27;  Durham,  the  28th;  Reidville,  29th:  Salis- 
bury, September  1st;  Norwood,  2d;  Concord,  18th,  and  Newton  first 
week  in  October,  date  not  given.  Besides  these,  there  are  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Alliance  pic-nics  being  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  our 
brethren  are  thoroughly  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  this  work.  Speakers 
of  national  reputation  will  address  the  people  at  all  these  mass-meetings, 
and  at  as  early  a  date  as  it  is  possible  we  .will  give  the  names.  These 
appointments  will  have  to  be  made  continuously  and  in  rotation  to  save 
travelling  expenses  of  speakers.  We  are  assured  that  our  brethren 
whom  we  ask  to  address  us,  are  ready  to  give  their  time  to  the  cause 
provided  their  expenses  are  paid.  Speakers  are  hard  to  secure  to  suit  a 
certain  occasion,  there  being  such  a  demand  for  chose  of  national  repu- 
tation. 

The  Secretary's  report  for  last  August  one  year  ago  shows  that  there 
had  been  issued  2, 147  charters  to  Sub-Alliances,  and  that  ninety-five 
counties  had  been  organized — that  only  one  county  remained  out  of  the 
fold.  There  was  at  that  time  an  aggregate  of  90,000  members  belonging 
to  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  the  State.  I  find  that  fifteen  charters  are 
on  file  which  have  been  surrendered  in  the  past  year.  Only  fifty-five 
Sub-Alliances  have  surrendered  their  charters  since  the  Alliance  started 
in  the  State,  but  these,  in  a  number  of  instances,  consolidated  with 
other  Sub-Alliances,  and  in  the  remainder  the  members  have  joined 
other  lodges.  Now  we  have  numbered  2,221  Sub.  and  96  County  Alli- 
ances— an  increase  of  seventy-four  Sub.  and  one  County  Alliance  from 
last  report.  The  Order  numbers  more  than  100,000  in  this  State.  It  is 
rather  strange  that  the  first  point  on  which  white  people  landed  in  North 
Carolina  was  the  last  part  of  the  State  which  should  be  organized  by 
our  Order,  and  that  the  last  Sub- Alliance  formed,  necessary  to  bring  the 
last  county  into  our  organization,  was  at  or  near  the  very  spot  where  it 
is  said  that  the  birth  of  Virginia  Dare  took  place — the  first  white  child 
known  to  be  born  on  our  soil;  that  this  Sub-Alliance  was  named  Virginia 
Dare,  but  afterwards  changed  to  Raleigh.  The  ground  is  nearly  all 
covered  by  our  organization,  but  lecturers,  vigilant  and  active,  should 
be  kept  in  the  field. 
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I  am  pleased  to  report  that  in  the  past  four  mouths  I  have  had  no 
trouble  in  rilling  orders  promptly  for  Constitutions,  Rituals  and  all  other 
blanks  needed  by  our  Sub.  and  County  Alliances,  which  could  not  be 
done  for  a  greater  part  of  the  year,  because  they  could  not  be  had.  I 
have  made  arrangements  with  Bro.  J.  H.  Turner,  our  National  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, by  which  our  brethren  can  get  the  gold,  silver  or  nickel 
badge,  per  design  made  by  our  National  Executive  Committee,  and 
which  badge  is  patented  and  cannot  be  had  except  through  our  National 
Secretary. 

I  have  received  since  my  induction  into  office,  28th  March  last,  from 
all  sources,  including  a  balance  on  hand  at  that  time.. $6,974  17 

Disbursed - 3,704  65 

Leaving  a  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $3,269  52 

The  Treasurer  has  in  his  possession  all  the  orders  and  vouchers  for 

which  these  expenditures  were  made,  and  these  vouchers  and  orders, 

together  with  all  of  our  books  and  accounts,  have  been  examined  by 

your  Executive  Committee,  who  will  make  their  report  upon  the  same. 

Fraternally, 

W.  S.  BARNES. 
Secretary  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  the  following  report : 
TREASURER'S  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  AUGUST  4th,  1891. 

1890.  RECEIPTS. 

Aug.  15.     Balance  on  hand $  3,430  06 

Amount  received  from  State  Secretary..    10,045  01 
Amount  received   from   W.    H.    Worth, 

Business  Agent 1,500  00 

Amount  received  from  W.  A.  Graham, 

Trustee 623  00 

$15,598  07 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Meeting  State  Alliance  at  Asheville $  3.299  61 

Amount  paid  Lecturers.. 2,557  33 

Amount  paid  Business  Agent 1,391  46 

Trustee  Business  Agency   Fund,  salary 

and  postage.. 1.030  00 

Expenses  Secretary'  office — 

Salary  E.  C.  Beddingfield 863  33 

W.  S.  Barnes 400  00 

J.  J.  Dunn 561  00 

Amount  carried  forward $10,105  73 
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Amount  brought  forward $10,105  73 

Other  office  help -  -  71  47 

Rent -. 90  00 

Printing _  _ 494  56 

Constitutions  and  Rituals. - 309  60 

Postage,  etc.. 447  87 

Seals 14  40 

Meetings  of  the  Executive  Com oiittee.--  241  12 

Amount  paid  President  Elias  Carr 150  00 

Amount  paid  Treasurer  J.  D.  Allen 225  00 

Expenses  to  National  Alliance  . . .   137  40 

Balance  dues  to  National  Alliance . 41  40 

By  bal.  on  hand 3,269  52 

$15,598  07 

J.  D.  ALLEN, 
Treasurer. 

The  report  of  the  Trustee  of  Business  Agency  Fund  was 
as  follows : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEE  OF  STATE  ALLIANCE 

BUSINESS  AGENCY  FUND. 

Report  July  31st,  1891 — received  to  July  31st,  1890: 

1,970  vouchers $34,419  40 

To  July  31st,  1891: 

71  vouchers 572  92 

Total  number  of  vouchers,  2,041 $34,992  32 

CONTRA. 

$32,750  N.  C.  four  per  cent,  bonds $31,675  68 

Expenses  on  same  23  61 

Cotton  bagging  and  cotton  bagging  account 931  57 

Loss  on  cotton  bagging ... 478  45 

Past  due  account  State  Business  Agent 726  07 

Call  loans 500  00 

Cash 656  94 

$34,992  32 

PROFITS  DURING  THE   YEAR. 

Jan.  1.  Coupons,  $31,150  N.  C.  4's $      623  00 

Julyl.  Coupons,  $32,750 655  00 

$  1,278  00 

Paid  J.  D.  Allen,  Treasurer $      623  00 

Paid  J.  D.  Allen,  Treasurer 330  00 

Reimbursed  fund 325  00 

$  1,278  00 


14  PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    FIFTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 

BONDS   PURCHASED   DURING  THE  YEAR. 

$1,000,  No.  1,160 .$  995  00 

1,000,  No.  1,029 1,003  25 

100,  No.  209  100  00 

100,  No.  210 100  00 

100,  No.  211  100  00 

100,  No.  212 100  00 

100,  No.  213  100  00 

50,  No.  26 50  00 

50,  No.  288 50  00 

$2,600  $2,598  25 

EXPENSES. 

Last  report $21  71 

Protest  draft  on  W.  H.  Worth ..     190 


$23  61 
The  Judiciary  made  the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  JUDICIARY    COMMITTEE    NORTH  CAROLINA 
FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

Office  of  Judiciary  Committee,  July  31,  1891. 

W.  S.  Barnes,  Secretary. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro.  : — There  has  been  no  question  submitted  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  as  a  whole  during  the  year.  The  opinion  of  the 
Chairman  has  been  asked  on  some  points,  which  he  has  answered.  Two 
cases  which  it  was  desired  to  submit  were  returned  to  be  put  in  proper 
shape,  and  have  not  been  since  heard  from. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  A.  GRAHAM. 
Chairman. 

State  Lecturer  Long  asked  that  he  be  allowed  till  Wednes- 
day morning  to  make  his  report,  which  was  granted. 
State  Business  Agent  Worth  made  the  following  report : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF   THE  STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT  OF  THE 
N.  C.  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

To  the  Secretary  of  North  Carolina  Farmers  State  Alliance: 

Our  trade  this  year  has  been  much  larger  than  last  year.  Yet  I  am 
glad  to  report  a  great   falling  off  in  some  articles.     It  shows  a  very 
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encouraging  state  of  affairs,  and  a  gradual  tendency  to  making  our  own 
supplies.  In  corn  last  year  we  shipped  over  14,500  bushels  more  than 
this  year;  bacon,  22,850  pounds;  molasses,  about  one-third.  Owing  to 
the  poor  wheat  crop,  we  shipped  more  flour  than  last  year,  and  the 
shipment  of  seed  wheat  amounted  to  2,377  bushels. 

Our  sewing-machine  sales  have  increased  from  60  last  year  to  414  this 
year.  I  hand  you  list  of  sundry  articles,  with  amounts  of  shipments  of 
each,  and  while  the  report  shows  about  a  half  million  dollars  of  ship- 
ments, I  wish  to  state  that  nearly  all  this  amount  has  been  bought  by 
County  and  Sub.  Business  Agents,  and  some  individual  members.  The 
Co-operative  Alliance  Stores  have  done  comparatively  very  little  busi- 
ness through  the  State  Agency.  The  very  fact  that  the  stores  have  con- 
tinued to  increase,  shows  that  our  present  Agency  System  does  not 
fully  meet  the  wants  of  the  people.  They  want  local  distributing  stores 
where  they  can  exchange  their  products  for  goods  in  quantities  to  suit 
them.  Our  brethren  in  many  places  have  not  sufficient  capital  to  keep 
stock  to  supply  their  needs.  I  therefore  recommend  the  acceptance  of 
the  proposition  of  the  National  Union  Company  to  procure  our  pur- 
chasing department  of  our  business,  after  they  have  fully  satisfied  our 
State  Executive  Committee  that  they  are  legally  and  financially  able  and 
willing  to  do  better  by  us  than  we  can  otherwise  do. 

I  herewith  submit  our  plan  as  adopted  by  a  meeting  in  New  York, 
March  22,  1891,  and  they,  the  Union  Company,  have  accepted  it. 

Our  fertilizer  trade  this  year  has  been  larger,  by  nearly  fifty  per  cent., 
than  ever  before,  and  from  the  large  correspondence  I  herewith  submit, 
it  has  been  very  satisfactory  to  those  who  have  used  it,  but  very  unsatis- 
factory to  other  parties,  who,  in  my  opinion,  have  left  no  stone  unturned 
to  break  up  our  direct  trade  with  manufacturers. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  State  Alliance  pass  a  resolution  that  none 
of  its  members  buy  any  fertilizer  from  any  firm  or  manufacturer  who 
will  not  contract  with  your  State  Agent  to  give  same  terms  and  prices 
as  they  do  their  local  agents  and  best  customers.  Then  put  a  brokerage 
of  fifty  cents  per  ton,  one-half  to  be  paid  to  agent  for  handling  it,  and 
the  other  to  the  State  Executive  Committee  to  pay  expenses  of  Business 
Agent's  office  and  to  keep  Lecturers  in  the  field. 

SPOT-CASH   FUND. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  money  sent  in  to  create  a  spot-cash  fund, 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sub- Alliances  which  have  contributed  it, 
and  subject  to  their  order  after  paying  amount  due  by  said  Sub-Alli- 
ances. The  reason  that  I  advise  this  is,  that,  up  to  date,  twenty-five 
Alliances  have  sent  in  $420,  and  the  same  parties  who  have  contributed, 
wish  to  order  goods  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  fund  contributed,  and 
the  amount  is  so  small  that  none  are  receiving  the  benefit  from  it  they 
expected. 
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With  regard  to  niy  contract  made  with  the  Durham  Fertilizer  Com- 
pany to  manufacture  the  N.  C.  Alliance  Official  Guano,  I  will  say:  In 
1889,  I  made  a  contract  in  good  faith  with  that  company,  and  it  gave 
such  general  satisfaction  to  the  brethren  who  used  the  guano  that  in 
1890  I  renewed  the  contract,  believing  the  company  was  acting  in  good 
faith  with  us,  and  making  our  goods  fully  up  to  their  guaranteed  anal- 
ysis. The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  found  some  guano  of  our 
official  brand  at  Mebane  which,  upon  being  analyzed,  was  found  $2.43 
per  ton  below  their  guarantee;  and  another  lot  at  Oxford  S3. 74  below 
the  guarantee. 

As  the  matter  has  been  taken  to  the  Court  in  Granville  County,  we 
hope  the  fullest  investigation  will  be  had.  and  if  the  Durham  Fertilizer 
Company  has  not  made  us  goods  fully  up  to  their  contract,  we  look  to 
the  North  Carolina  Agricultural  Department  to  protect  the  farmers  of 
North  Carolina. 

But  we  fail  to  understand  why  it  is,  that  while  out  of  44  analyses 
reported  in  the  June  (1891)  Bulletin,  issued  by  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, vve  find  21  are  below  their  guarantee,  and  one  of  them  as  far  short 
as  $6.14;  another  $4.59,  and  so  on.  Why  is  it  that  all  of  these  are  passed 
by  and  the  Alliance  brand  seized  ?  We  think  all  should  be  treated  alike, 
and  just  as  the  law  requires. 

With  regard  to  the  fertilizer  tax  tags,  we  understand  it  has  been  the 
custom  of  nearly  all  companies  selling  guano  in  North  Carolina  this 
season  to  ship  their  goods  and  order  tags  to  be  sent  direct  from  the 
Department  to  the  railroad  agent  at  the  point  of  destination.  The 
manufacturers  of  the  Alliance  guano  disclaim  any  intention  whatever 
of  defrauding  the  State  out  of  one  cent  of  tax. 

We  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
require  all  tax  on  guano  to  be  paid  before  it  is  shipped  from  the  facto- 
ries, and  have  the  law  fully  executed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  WORTH. 
State  Business  Agent. 

Articles  of  Merchandise  ordered  by  W.  H.  Worth,  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  from  August  1st, 
1890,  to  August  1st.  1891: 

Pounds.  Barrels. 

Ship-stuff 137.200  ;    Flour 4.000 

Bacon -  -  55, 900       Sugar 1.724 

Lard  14,665  :    Molasses 169 

Rice .- -.  21,620  !    Pork 91 

Candy               4.900      Fish 58 

Spice's 6,919   j    Oil 126 

Tobacco 8,405       Potatoes 214 
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Bushels. 

Corn 1,062 

Wheat 2.377 

Rye 254 

Oats 1,280 

Clover  seed 7,50 

Timothy - 82 

Orchard  grass 221 

Herds  grass 183 

Bags 

Coffee 588 

Salt ..  1.837 

Tons. 

Alliance  Guano 14.925 

Acid  Phospha  te 479 

Bone  meal 53 

Land  plaster . .  32 

Cotton-seed  meal 7 

Boxes. 

Soda  (kegs) 248 

Soda 238 

Starch 222 

Soap 88 

Axle  grease 137 

Lye 80 

Matches 80 


C  Cheese 

Crackers 

Horse-shoe  nails 


Boxes, 

30 

12 

42 

Sundries. 

Sewing-machines 414 

Stoves  . . 141 

Wagons 157 

Buggies 57 

Road-  carts 52 

Organs  . . . .    . 5 

Farm  bells ..  51 

Cane  mills 41 

Hay  rakes _ 15 

Iron  safes 3 

Horse  shoes  (kegs) 41 

Nails  (kegs). 107 

Sets  of  harness . 95 

Plows 829 

Plow  standards 73 

Wings 1,325 

Landslides 1,558 

Hlow  points 12,204 

Cotton  hoes  (dozen) 89 

Fruit  jars  (dozen) 494 


Gross  amount  of  sales  for  year ..$494,195  00 

On  motion,  the  State  Alliance  adjourned  till  8 :  30  p.  m. 


Night  Session. 


Tuesday,  August  11th,  1891. 

The  Alliance  was  opened  promptly  at  8 :  30  p.  m.,  by  Presi- 
dent Carr. 

Brother  Worth  asked  to  supplement  his  report,  which  was 
granted,  and  the  supplement  is  filed  with  his  report. 

Bro.  Graham,  of  Lincoln,  moved  that  all  motions  and 
resolutions  be  referred  to  proper  committees,  which  was 
adopted. 

The  President  appointed  the  committees,  as  follows : 

Order  of  Business — W.  L.  Williams,  R.  T.  Kernodle,  M..M.  Blivins, 
J.  A.  Marsh,  M.  G.  Gregory,  S.  M.  C.  Green  and  J.  L.  Porter. 

Demands  and  Resolutions — W.  F.  Stroud,  J.  G.  Anderson,  George  C. 
Boggs,  W.  R.  Lindsay,  N.  M.  Culbreth,  B.  F.  Scarborough  and  R.  A. 
Williams. 
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Constitution  and  By-Laws — E.  A.  Moye,  M.  Gibbon,  J.  J.  Laughing- 
house,  J.  E.  Person,  T.  E.  McCaskey,  J.  R.  Calloway  and  H.  V.  Dunston. 

Miscellaneous — E.  Pope,  L.  N.  Durham,  E.  A.  Thorne,  G.  R.  Marsh- 
bourne,  V.  N.  Seawell,  J.  C.  Brown  and  Ed.  Hopkins. 

Immigration— M..  L.  Reid,  P.  W.  Patton,  T.  H.  Walker,  J.  D.  Sturgill, 
N.  H.  Gwyn,  P.  J.  Leonard  and  F.  W.  Bradley. 

^Publication — Marion  Butler,  A.  Leazar,  W.  J.  Hayes,  W.  W.  Press- 
nell.  J.  G.  H.  Mitchell,  P.  H.  Massey  and  W.  P.  Jervis. 

Education — John  Graham,  C.  C.  Wright,  N.  C.  English,  McD.  Boyd, 
V.  A.  Wilson,  R.  T.  Rush  and  William  Connell. 

Business  Agency  and  Exchange — R.  H.  Stancil,  N.  H.  Flemming, 
T.  F.  Toms,  M.  L.  Reid,  W.  R.  Creech,  A.  C.  Shuford  and  J.  W.  Biddle. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  President  appoint  a  special 
committee  of  five  on  Tobacco,  which  was  adopted,  and  the 
following  members  were  appointed  :  John  Graham,  W.  H. 
Lindsay,  W.  R.  Williams,  N.  H.  Flemming  and  Rev.  T.  H. 
Walker. 

A  motion  of  Bro.  Leazar  for  all  motions  to  be  read  before 
being  referred  to  committee  was  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  introduced  : 

Resolution  No.  2.  In  relation  to  the  election  of  officers 
and  delegates — by  E.  Pope.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  3.  To  amend  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws — by  W.  A.  Graham.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  B}'--Laws. 

Resolution  No.  4.  Change  of  Constitution — by  M.  M. 
Blivins.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  5.  Distribution  of  seed  by  the  Govern- 
ment— by  E.  A.  Thorne.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  G.  Change  of  Constitution — by  E.  A. 
Thorne.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws.  ' 

Resolution  No.  7.  In  reference  to  hostile  newspapers. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 
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Resolutions  Nos.  8,  9  and  11.     In   regard  to  reduction  of 

cotton  acreage.     Referred  to  Miscellaneous  Committee. 

It  was  moved  by  Bro.  Anderson,  that  Mr.  N.  B.  Broughton 
be  permitted  to  address  the  Alliance  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow, 
upon  the  works  and  aims  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechan- 
ical College,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  10.  In  regard  to  a  Tobacco  Association. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  12.  By  N.  Gibbon,  change  of  Constitu- 
tion.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  13.  By  N.  Gibbon,  change  of  Constitu- 
tion.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  14.  By  N.  Gibbon,  reduction  of  cotton 
acreage.     Referred  to  Miscellaneous  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  15.  By  E.  A.  Thorne,  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  16.  Change  of  Constitution.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  Bj^-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  17.  By  J.  T.  Gaddy,  to  reduce  acreage  of 
cotton.     Referred  to  Miscellaneous  Committee. 

A  motion  was  made  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
on  Business  Agent's  report  as  to  the  Durham  fertilizer. 
Adopted,  and  the  following  committee  appointed :  N.  C. 
English,  A.  Leazar,  W.  L.  Williams,  Marion  Butler  and  E.  A. 
Thorne. 

Resolution  No.  18.  Tobacco.  Referred  to  Tobacco  Com- 
mittee, and  by  them  to  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  19.  By  J.  G.  Anderson,  on  Public  Print- 
ing.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  20.  By  N.  Gibbon,  for  equalization  of 
taxes.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  21.  By  J.  D.  Sturgill,  in  reference  to  grass 
section  of  the  State.     Referred  to  Miscellaneous  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  AVednes- 
day  morning. 
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SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  August  12,  1891. 

The  Alliance  convened,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Carr. 

Mr.  N.  B.  Broughton  was  invited  to  address  the  Alliance 
in  open  meeting,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  in 
regard  to  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  A.  and  M.  College. 
His  address  was  well  received  by  the  brethren. 

At  11:15  the  hall  was  closed  to  visitors,  and  the  morning 
session  began 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Scarborough,  of  Lenoir,  the  following 
brethren  were  added  to  Business  Agency  Committee  in  ref- 
erence to  Durham  fertilizer :  J.  C.  Cutchins,  A.  C.  Shuford, 
J.  A.  Nicholson  and  N.  H.  Flemming. 

Resolution  No.  22.  In  regard  to  Teachers'  Assembly  Hall. 
Referred  to  Miscellaneous  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  23.  In  regard  to  meeting  of  State  Alli- 
ance. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted,  which  is  as  follows : 

Believing  that  more  economic  and  more  comfortable  arrangements 
could  be  made  with  the  various  hotels  and  transportation  companies  for 
the  meeting  of  our  State  body  by  our  Executive  Committee;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  leave  the  selection  of  a  place  of  meeting  and  the 
various  arrangements  for  our  entertainment  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  24.  Referred  to  Executive  Committee  for 
future  action. 

Resolution  No.  25.  In  regard  to  Homestead  Law.  Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  2G.  In  regard  to  co  operation  with  the 
Agricultural  Department.  Referred  to  Miscellaneous  Com- 
mittee. 

Resolution  No.  27.  In  regard  to  change  of  Constitution — 
by  Ralph  Howland.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  Bv-Laws. 
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Resolution  No  28.  The  pay  of  jurors  and  witnesses  -by 
L.  R.  Mason.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Reso- 
lutions; and  the  committee  recommended  that  it  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Legislative  Committee  for  action,  which  was 
done. 

Resolution  No.  29.  A  dog  law — by  L.  R.  Mason.  Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  SO.  In  regard  to  Tobacco.  Referred  to 
Executive  Committee  for  future  action. 

Resolution  No.  31.  Business  Agency  trade-mark.  Refer- 
red to  Executive  Committee  for  future  action. 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Greeting,  through  its  chair- 
man, J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
received,  and,  on  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the 
resolution  adopted,  and  the  State  Secretary  was  directed  to 
furnish  copies  to  all  the  Presidents  of  the  different  State 
Alliances : 

The  North  Carolina  State  Farmers'  Alliance,  now  in  session  assembled, 
to  the  brethren  of  the  North  and  North-icest — Greeting: 

Having  turned  our  backs  upon  the  issues  of  the  dead  past,  we  hence- 
forth look  resolutely,  earnestly  and  hopefully  to  the  future,  determined 
upon  the  discussion  and  settlement  of  living  issues  involving  the  rights, 
liberty  and  property  of  the  people.  We  clasp  your  hands,  brethren, 
hands  fraternally  and  patriotically  extended  to  us,  and  standing  boldly 
and  firmly  upon  the  Ocala  Demands,  we  will  move  unitedly  and  hope- 
fully to  tfae  rescue  of  our  country  from  the  hands  of  the  spoiler,  that 
we  may  restore  the  government  to  the  people,  for  whose  sole  good  it  was 
instituted  and  to  whom  it  rightfully  belongs. 

The  Committee  on  the  Order  of  Business  made  a  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted — which  report  will  be  found 
on  last  page  of  Constitution. 

Resolution  No.  32.  In  regard  to  the  meeting  of  State  Alli- 
ance.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  33.  In  regard  to  officers  and  delegates. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  34.  In  regard  to  interest.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 
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Resolution  No.  35.  In  regard  to  the  meeting  of  State 
Alliance.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  who  recommended  it  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  which  was  done. 

'  Resolution  No.  36.     Change  of  the  Constitution.     Referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  37.  In  regard  to  opening  the  World's 
Fair  on  Sunday — by.  S.  J.  Veach.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  38.  In  regard  to  State  Alliance  meeting. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  39.  In  regard  to  Business  Agency.  Re- 
ferred to  special  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  40.  In  regard  to  assistance  from  National 
Council  on  the  Lecture  System — by  J.  L.  Nicholson.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  41.  In  regard  to  text-books  on  Agricul- 
ture.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  42.  In  regard  to  Reform  Press.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  B}7-Laws  made  report 
on  resolutions  12,  13,  3,  4  and  6,  which  were  placed  on  the 
Calendar. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported  on 
resolution  No.  19,  which  was  placed  on  the  Calendar  and 
made  special  order  for  4  o'clock  Wednesday  evening. 

Resolutions  Nos.  5,  2  and  10  were  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Resolution  No.  43.  Change  of  Constitution.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  12,  taken  from  Calendar  and  adopted,  reads 
as  follows : 

Resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  That  section 
9,  article  1  of  the  State  Alliance  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking 
out  the  word  "Friday"  in  line  5,  and  inserting  in  its  place  the  word 
"Thursday." 

Resolutions  Nos.  4  and  13  tabled. 
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Committee  on  Credentials  reported  all  counties  as  repre- 
sented, as  follows : 

LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 

County.  Delegate.  Post-office. 

Alamance - . .  R.  T.  Kernodle  . . Union  Ridge. 

Anson _ J.  L.  Gaddy Deep  Creek. 

Ashe M.  M.  Blevin Crumpler. 

Alexander W.  W.  Teague Hiddenite. 

Alleghany J.  D.  Sturgill .Topia. 

Bertie H.  V.  Dunston Windsor. 

Brunswick _ E.  W.  Taylor Winnabow. 

Beaufort J.  R.  Calloway Aurora. 

Bladen - E.  N.  Robeson Tar  Landing. 

Buncombe __M.  L.  Reed ..Biltmore. 

Burke P.  W.  Patton Table  Rock. 

Carteret Ralph  Howland Beaufort. 

Columbus N.  M.  Culbreth Whiteville. 

Cumberland W,  L.  Williams .Little  River  Ac'd'my 

i  "urrituck W.  S.  Mercer Moyock. 

Chatham W.  F.  Stroud  .Chapel  Hill. 

Cabarrus John  G.  Anderson Harrisburg. 

Catawba A.  C.  Shuford Newton. 

Caswell T.  IT.  Walker Pelham. 

Cleveland L.  N.  Durham Shelby. 

Craven ..J.  AV.  Biddle ,..New  Berne. 

Chowan L.  W.  Parker Tyner. 

Caldwell .N.  H.  Gwyn  Patterson. 

Clay ..L.  H.  McClure Twine. 

Cherokee J.  L.  Porter Andrews. 

-Camden O.  G.  Pritchard Belcross. 

Dare .(Not  represented.) 

Durham P.  H.  Massey Durham. 

Duplin J.  C.  McMillan Teachey's. 

Davidson ..P.  J.  Leonard Lexington. 

Davie M.  C.  Garner Callahan. 

Edgecombe J.  M.  Cutchin Whitaker's. 

Franklin _.W.  J.  Hayes Louisburg. 

Forsyth V.  A.  Wilson Pfaff to wn. 

Gates John  Brady Gatesville. 

Greene W.  R.  Dixon Farmville. 

Granville N.  H.  Fleming Dutchville. 

Gaston F.  W.  Bradley Gastonia. 

Guilford _.T.  B.  F.  Hay  worth .High"  Point. 

Graham H.  B.  Hvde ...Robbinsville. 
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County.  Delegate.  Post-offi.ee. 

Harnett Rev.  E.  Pope Chalk  Level. 

Halifax E.  A.  Thorne Airlie. 

Hyde Dallas  Wabab Slade^ville. 

Hertford E.  T.  Snipes ..Menola. 

Henderson William  Connell Flat  Rock. 

Haywood G.  E.  Boggs Waynesville. 

Iredell  Augustus  Leazir Mooresville. 

Johnston W.  R.  Creech Smithfield. 

Jones  J.  B.  Stanley... Trenton. 

Jackson J.  W.  Fisher Webster. 

Lenoir B.  F.  Scarborough Kinston. 

Lincoln ..LeRoy  Long ..Lowesville. 

Madison W.  P.  Jervis Mars  Hill. 

Macon W.  A.  Curtis Franklin. 

Mitchell .S.  M.  C.  Green Bakersville. 

McDowell Rev.  J.  C.  Brown Greenlee. 

Mecklenburg N.  Gibbon Derita. 

Montgomery R.  T.  Rush Pekin. 

Moore Dr.  V.  N.  Sea  well .Villanow. 

Martin .T.  E.  McCaskey .Darden. 

Nash G.  R.^Marshburn Hunt's. 

Northampton R.  H.  Stancill Margarettesville. 

New  Hanover L.  R.  Mason Wilmington. 

Onslow J.  L.  Nicholson Richlands. 

Orange W.  B.  York Mebane. 

Pamlico ..W.  A.  Carawan Hobucken. 

Pasquotank M.  G.  Gregory Okisko. 

Pender T.  J.  Armstrong Rocky  Point. 

Polk F.  L.  Weaver Columbus. 

Person R.  A.  Williams.. Ceffo. 

Pitt J.  J.  Laughinghouse  Grimesland. 

Perquimans .William  Nixon .Chapanoke. 

Randolph  N.  C.  English Trinity  College. 

Richmond J.  M.  Graham Smyrna. 

Robeson Neill  Townsend Grady. 

Rockingham- W.  R.  Lindsay Madison. 

Rowan T.  M.  Kerns Salisbury. 

Rutherford T.  F.  Toms Washburn. 

Sampson Marion  Butler Clinton. 

Stanly ..C.  T.  Ledbetter Big  Lick. 

Stokes J.  G.  H.  Mitchell Dillard. 

Surry McD.  Boyd Stony  Ridge. 

Swain John  S.  Woodard Needmore. 

Transylvania J.  M.  Zachary Jeptha. 
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County.  Delegate.  Post-office. 

Tyrrell - ..Ed.  Hopkins,  Jr Bog. 

Union J.  A.  Marsh Beaver  Dam. 

Vance T.  A.  Epps Henderson. 

Wake E.  C.  Beddingfield  Raleigh. 

Warren John  Graham Ridge  way. 

Washington ...W.  J.  Cahoon Mackey  Ferry. 

Watauga W.  W.  Presnell Boone. 

Wayne Dr.  J.  E.  Person .Fremont. 

Wilkes C.  C.  Wright Cxlass. 

Wilson ..Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Hoover Elm  City. 

Yadkin N.  S.  C.  May Cross-Roads  Church. 

Yancey J.  Y.  Horton Paint  Gap. 

Resolution  No.  5  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  The  distribution  of  seeds  and  works  on  the  diseases  of 
animals  and  plants  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
does  not  produce  results  commensurate  with  the  cost;  therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  N.  C.  Farmers  State  Alliance,  that  the  National 
Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union  be  requested  to  urge  the  passage 
of  a  law  requiring  the  seeds,  and  works  on  diseases  of  animals  and  plants, 
to  be  distributed  by  the  Experimental  Stations  of  the  different  States. 

Resolution  No.  10,  tabled. 

On  motion,  session  adjourned  until  3  :30  o'clock  to-day. 


Evening  Session. 

Wednesday  evening  session  was  opened  by  President  Carr 
at  3:30  o'clock. 

Bro.  Thomas  B.  Long,  State  Lecturer,  made  his  report, 
which  was  received,  and  is  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  STATE  LECTURER. 

Asheville,  N.  C,  August  11th,  1891. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  at  annual  meeting  N.  C.  State  Farmers'1 
Alliance,  Morehead  City,  N.  C. 

Brothers  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  this 
my  annual  report,  which,  you  will  find,  embraces  the  work  under  our 
new  system,  which  was  inaugurated  the  past  spring  and  continued  up 
to  the  date  of  the  annual  meeting.     The  Lecture  System  was  adopted 
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by  our  chief  officers  having  control  of  such  work,  and  put  into  practical 
operation  in  this  State  by  our  esteemed  Bro.  Benjamin  Terrell,  late  lec- 
turer for  the  United  States  at  large.  The  sagacity  and  business  tact 
displayed  in  securing  the  services  of  so  able  a  worker  by  and  through 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  meets  the  hearty  approval  of 
every  true  lover  of  the  Order. 

Previous  to  his  coming  to  North  Carolina  to  execute  and  fully  estab- 
lish the  present  plan,  the  want  of  system,  all  admit,  was  working 
some  injury,  not  a  serious  injury,  however,  but  a  want  of  that  perfec- 
tion that  would  have  added  an  increase  of  membership  in  the  State. 
The  establishing  of  the  system  over  the  State,  was  but  a  portion  of  the 
noble  work  he  performed  during  his  sojourn  with  us,  and  no  true  Alli- 
anceman  who  met  him  will  ever  forget  his  persuasive,  logical,  heart- 
piercing  arguments,  that  carried  conviction  to  the  minds  of  many  who, 
previous  to  his  arrival  in  the  State,  may  have  honestly  formed  opinions 
doubting  the  feasibility,  or,  perhaps,  the  constitutionality  of  some  of  our 
demands.  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  using  the  word  "  constitution- 
ality," as  in  the  common  use  and  misuse  of  it  by  those  that  have  and 
are  to-day  doing  all  they  can  to  destroy  our  magnificent  scheme  for  the 
redemption  of  our  country,  it  has  become  a  by-word,  and  often  used  by 
small-brained  men,  who,  when  overmatched  in  argument  (on  our 
demands),  fly  to  the  word  for  relief,  actually  wading  in  where  angels 
dare  to  tread,  and  settling  at  once  by  the  use  of  the  word,  and  a  wave 
of  the  hand,  perplexing,  intricate  and  doubtful  questions  that  for  years 
have  puzzled  educated  linguists  and  profound  statesmen. 

As  I  said  in  my  report  twelve  months  since,  I  will  say  in  this:  "  Noth- 
ing but  true  patriotism  would  have  furnished  as  much  labor  for  the 
small  amount  of  money  as  has  been  given  by  the  ten  Lecturers  in  North 
Carolina."  The  members  of  the  Order  in  the  State,  other  than  the  gen- 
tlemen referred  to,  have  given  their  time  and  talents  to  the  cause  with- 
out reward,  save  that  consciousness,  that  "  I  have  done  my  duty  to  my 
fellow-man." 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  to  the  brethren,  all  over  North 
Carolina,  after  a  full  survey  of  the  field,  that  the  organization  is  in  a 
more  healthy  and  thriving  condition  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  With 
over  twenty-two  hundred  Sub-Alliances,  aggregating  a  membership  of 
over  one  hundred  thousand  honest,  true  and  determined  citizens,  coming 
as  they  do  from  all  parties  and  all  churches,  bound  together  for  the  good 
of  their  fellow-man,  and  especially  the  rising  generation,  should  we  not, 
with  due  solemnity,  thank  an  All-wise  God  for  what  has  already  been 
done,  and  invoke  His  divine  blessing  for  future  guidance  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  Order,  to  the  end  that  the  poor  children  of  our  great  nation 
may  be  educated — that  the  homeless  may  secure  homes — that  the  hun- 
gry may  be  fed — that  the  morals  of  our  country  be  placed  on  a  higher 
plane — that  virtue  and  temperance  in  all  things  be  encouraged  by  our 
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Order — that  we  can  in  the -future  pride  ourselves  on  the  advancement 
made  in  all  these  great  moral  reforms,  and  enjoy  as  our  reward  the 
approval,  commendation  and  respect  of  all  the  good  men  and  women  of 
our  country  ? 

The  power  to  select  District  Lecturers  is  vested  in  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, or,  rather,  has  been  up  to  the  present  time.  Under  our  new 
system,  after  this,  they  will  be  elected  by  the  County  Lecturers  of  each 
District  in  Convention  assembled.  In  one  District  this  year,  the  (Jth 
Congressional  District,  the  new  system,  to-wit,  by  election,  was  resorted 
to  by  and  in  the  presence  of  Bro.  Ben.  Terrell,  and  resulted  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  most  excellent,  intelligent,  prudent  and  competent  gentleman, 
Bro.  J.  S.  Bell,  of  Brasstown,  Clay  County,  N.  C.  The  selections  made 
by  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  other  eight  districts  ought,  I  think, 
to  satisfy  the  most  exacting,  as  I  have  found  them  all  to  be  fully  alive 
to  the  interest  of  the  Order,  and  fully  capable  of  presenting  the  beauties 
and  purposes  of  our  organization  to  the  people. 

I  would  not  be  doing  Assistant  State  Lecturer  Hunter  justice  did  I 
not  speak  of  the  noble  work  he  has  done  in  North  Carolina.  Thoroughly 
posted,  bold  and  aggressive,  yet  prudent  and  cautious,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  I  can  but  say  he  has  made  a  capital  officer.  Often,  under 
the  sound  of  his  voice,  have  I  wished  I  was  his  equal. 

If  not  out  of  place,  I  would  just  here  suggest  that  the  District  Lec- 
turers be  made  members  of  the  State  Alliance  without  the  right  of  a 
delegate  as  to  voting. 

I  think  it  altogether  appropriate,  just  here,  to  give  the  counties  com- 
posing the  different  districts,  as  the  last  Legislature  re-districted  the 
State.  This  will  or  can  be  used  for  future  reference  in  placing  offi- 
cers, etc. 

The  counties  composing  the  First  Congressional  District,  en joj  ing  the 
services  of  our  worthy  Bro.  F.  S.  Blair,  of  Menola,  Hertford  County, 
are:  Hertford,  Gates,  Perquimans,  Pasquotank,  Camden,  Currituck, 
Dare,  Tyrrell,  Washington,  Hyde,  Pamlico,  Beaufort,  Carteret,  Pitt, 
Bertie  and  Chowan. 

The  Second  Congressional  District  is  composed  of  Northampton,  Hali- 
fax, Edgecombe,  Wilson,  Wayne,  Warren,  Lenoir,  Green  and  Bertie. 
This  district  should  certainly  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  such  a  thoroughly 
competent  officer  as  Bro.  E.  A.  Thorne,  Airlie,  N.  C. 

The  Third  Congressional  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Moore, 
Harnett,  Cumberland,  Bladen,  Sampson,  Duplin,  Onslow,  Craven  and 
Jones,  is  safely  in  charge  of  Bro.  V.  N.  Sea  well,  Villanow,  N.  C,  a  good, 
safe  man,  energetic  and  reliable. 

The  Fourth  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Randolph,  Chatham, 
Wake,  Johnston,  Nash,  Franklin  and  Vance,  is  in  charge  of  that  chris- 
tian gentleman  and  untiring  worker,  the  Rev.  P.  H.  Massey,  of  Dur- 
ham, N.  C. 
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The  Fifth  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Granville,  Durham, 
Person,  Caswell,  Orange,  Alamance,  Rockingham.  Guilford  and  Stokes, 
is  in  charge  of  J.  B.  Smith.  Tis  useless  for  me  to  add  one  word  of 
praise  to  his  already  high  character. 

The  Sixth  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Mecklenburg,  Union, 
An$on,  Richmond,  Robeson,  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Columbus  and 
Pender,  is  in  charge  of  Bro.  R.  B.  Hunter,  of  Huntersville,  N.  C, 
already  alluded  to  in  this  report. 

In  the  Seventh  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Rowan,  David- 
son, Davie,  Yadkin,  Iredell,  Catawba,  Lincoln,  Stanly,  Cabarrus  and 
Montgomery,  we  have  the  services  of  Hon.  A.  Leazar,  of  Iredell  County, 
a  gentleman  who  is  well  known  over  North  Carolina  as  one  in  whose 
hands  our  cause,  the  cause  of  the  people,  will  not  suffer. 

The  Eighth  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Alleghany,  Ashe, 
Alexander,  Forsyth,  Surry,  Watauga,  Wilkes,  Gaston,  Cleveland,  Burke, 
Mitchell  and  Caldwell,  Dr.  L.  N.  Durham,  Shelby,  N.  C,  and  Bro.  C.  C. 
Wright,  Glass,  Wilkes  County,  N.  C,  assistant.  'Tis  useless  for  me  to 
attempt  to  add  one  word  to  the  already  high  character  of  Bro.  Durham. 
Bro.  C.  C.  Wright  is  an  energetic,  high-toned,  true  man,  and  a  better 
Alliance  man  does  not  live  in  the  State. 

The  Ninth  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Clay,  Cherokee, 
Graham,  Swain,  Macon,  Jackson,  Haywood,  Madison,  Buncombe,  Yan- 
cey, Transylvania,  Henderson,  Polk,  McDowell  and  Rutherford,  is  in 
charge  of  J.  S.  Bell,  of  Brasstown,  Clay  County,  who  has  already  been 
referred  to  in  this  report. 

FINANCIAL. 

I  find  in  this  year's  work  that  the  money  received  and  due  the  Lec- 
turers in  service  in  the  State,  is  as  follows  : 

1st  District  F.  S.  Blair ... $  192  00 

2d    District  E.  A.  Thorne 192  00 

3d    District  V.  N.  Seawell 192  00 

4th  District  P.  H.  Massey  (due) 192  00 

5th  District  J.  B.  Smith _ . 160  00 

6th  District  R.  B.  Hunter - 192  00 

7th  District  A.  Leazar  (received  $50) 192  00 

8th  District  C.  C.  Wright 160  00 

9th  District  J.  S.  Bell 192  00 

R.  B.  Hunter,  pay  as  Assistant  State  Lecturer  previous  to  his 

appointment  in  the  6th  District 400  00 

Thomas  B.  Long,  State  Lecturer 150  00 

Making  the  grand  total  of... $2,214  00 
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I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  saying,  the  work  performed, 
I  am  satisfied,  has  given  more  than  general  satisfaction — to  those  who 
could  be  satisfied  at  all.  Those  who  had  made  up  their  minds  that  it  is 
best  for  them  that  high  rates  of  interest  should  prevail;  that  monopolies 
should  take  the  country;  that  the  poor  shall  suffer;  that  the  uneducated 
should  remain  so — upon  this  class,  we  have  had  no  effect  whatever! 

Two  years  ago,  at  Fayetteville,  N.  C. ,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
the  position  of  State  Lecturer;  at  Asheville,  one  year  later,  I  was  unan- 
imously chosen  for  the  same  place.  To  say  I  have  not  committed  errors, 
would  be  to  say  I  am  not  human.  There  is  one  thing  I  can  say  in  truth, 
so  far  as  my  mental  and  physical  ability  has  permitted,  I  have  done  my 
very  best.  My  health  will  not  permit  me,  in  allowing  my  name  to  be 
again  presented  to  this  body  for  this  position,  and  I  now  return  it,  I 
trust,  untarnished.  To  the  officers  of  the  Alliance  in  the  State,  and  the 
thousands  of  the  members  whom  I  have  met,  who,  on  all  occasions,  have 
treated  me  with  such  marked  courtesy,  kindness  and  consideration, 
allow  me  to  say  I  will  carry  with  me  to  my  grave  the  remembrance  of 
all  this  marked  respect. 

To  say  I  am  an  Alliance  man,  may  sound  superfluous;  but  I  desire 
that  it  be  known  all  over  this  grand  old  commonwealth,  that  I  stand 
squarely  and  fixedly  on  the  "  Ocala  platform,"  and  am  in  favor  of  its 
demands,  word  for  word  and  letter  for  letter;  and  in  the  great  struggle 
of  '92  my  platform  will  be  this  platform,  and  he  who  does  more  to  carry 
our  banner  forward  to  victory  will  have  been  endowed  by  his  Maker 
with  more  physical  and  mental  ability  than  your  humble  servant. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  B.  LONG, 
State  Lecturer  N.  C.  Farmers'"  State  Alliance. 

An  invitation  from  John  T.  Patrick,  Secretary  of  the  great 
Southern  Exposition,  to  the  State  Alliance  was  read  and 
accepted,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  ordered  to 
notify  him  of  our  acceptance.     It  is  as  follows: 

The  patrons  and  friends  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alli- 
ance are  respectfully  invited  to  visit  the  Great  Southern  Exposition  to 
be  held  in  the  capital  city  of  the  Old  North  State,  October  1st  to  Decem- 
ber 1st,  1891.  This  invitation  extended  by  instruction  of  the  General 
Manager,  Hon.  F.  B.  Chilton,  of  Austin,  Texas. 

(Signed)  JNO.  T.  PATRICK, 

Secretary. 

Resolutions  Nos.  19  and  43,  tabled. 
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Resolution  of  thanks  to  N.  B.  Broughton  for  his  address 
to  the  members  of  the  State  Alliance  adopted,  and  Secretary 
ordered  to  send  Mr.  Broughton  a  copy.     It  reads  as  follows : 

Resolved,  that  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance  has  heard  with  great 
pleasure  the  address  of  .Mr.  N.  B.  Broughton,  as  Trustee  of  the  Agricul- 
ral  and  Mechanical  College,  and  recommend  the  College  to  the  kindly 
consideration  of  our  State  Legislature,  and  the  liberal  patronage  of  our 
farmers. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Pope,  the  election  of  officers  was  placed 
for  8 :  30  o'clock,  Wednesday  night. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  made  their 
report,  and  the  resolutions  were  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

The  Calendar  was  then  taken  up  and  disposed  of,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolutions  Nos.  20,  29,  25  and  2  were  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  34  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  The  bill  introduced  by  Senator  Williams,  of  Pitt  County, 
N,  C. ,  in  the  Senate  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  tending  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  interest,  was  lost;  and  whereas,  it  is  very  evident  that  a  large 
portion  of  our  people  desire  the  passage  of  such  a  law;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  that  we 
heartily  endorse  the  course  of  Senator  Williams,  and  all  those  who  stood 
with  him  on  this  bill,  and  are  heartily  in  favor  of  such  a  law  as  men- 
tioned and  labored  for  by  the  Senator  from  Pitt. 

Resolution  No.  28  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Legis- 
lative Committee,  and  reads  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  State  Alliance,  now  in  session  at  Morehead 
City,  do  demand  of  our  Representatives  that  they  use  their  influence  to 
pass  a  law  that  all  special  jurors  and  witnesses  shall  be  paid  for  one  day 
or  all  the  time  they  are  compelled  to  lose. 

r  Resolution    No.    40,  introduced    by  J.  L.  Nicholson,  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  There  is  no  more  important  field  of  the  Alliance  work  than 
lecturing;  and  whereas,  during  the  next  Alliance  year,  thorough  and 
efficient  Lecturers  are  more  necessary  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of 
the  Order,  therefore 
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Resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  that  the 
National  Council,  at  its  next  meeting,  be  requested  to  issue  an  appeal  to 
the  various  Sub- Alliances  of  the  whole  country  to  make  a  voluntary 
contribution  of  at  least  five  dollars  each,  to  be  appropriated  and  used 
for  a  national  lecturing  fund;  that  the  delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
National  Council  be  instructed  to  place  this  resolution  before  the  next 
meeting  of  that  body. 

Resolution  No.  35,  introduced  by  J.  L.  Nicholson,  delegate 
for  Richmond  County  Alliance,  was  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  The  action  of  our  State  Alliance  for  the  last  two  years  in 
holding  State  meetings  in  the  extreme  western  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
State,  thereby  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  State  meeting,  and  also 
preventing  the  attendance  of  many  members  who  are  not  delegates,  on 
account  of  the  distance;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  Representative  to  the  State  Alliance  be  and  is 
hereby  instructed  to  present  a  resolution  to  the  August  meeting  cf  the 
State  Alliance,  and  use  every  honorable  means  to  secure  the  future 
meetings  of  the  State  Alliance  at  some  place  as  near  the  centre  of  the 
State  as  possible. 

Resolution  No.  37,  introduced  by  8.  J.  Veach,  was  adopted, 
as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  grand  aim  of  the  Alliance  is  the  upbuilding  and  up- 
lifting of  the  people  of  this  nation  into  a  higher  plane  of  model  morality 
and  christian  justice;  and  whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  great  body  of 
reformers  to  enter  their  protest  against  the  violation  of  God's  holy  Sab- 
bath; therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  at  their 
annual  meeting  at  Morehead  City,  do  enter  their  solemn  protest 
against  the  opening  of  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago  on  the  Sabbath,  in 
violation  of  God's  law,  and  the  law  of  our  Christian  nation. 

Resolution  No.  33,  by  J.  M.  Cutchins,  was  adopted,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  State  Alliance  in  session  assembled, 
that  every  man  standing  for  office  in  the  gift  of  this  body,  to-wit:  Presi- 
dent, Secretary,  Lecturer,  Delegates  and  Alternates  to  the  National 
Council  declare  or  define  his  position  on  the  Ocala  platform;  and  further, 
that  we  will  not  support  any  man  or  set  of  men  for  these  positions  who 
does  not  stand  unconditionally  and  unreservedly  upon  said  platform  in 
its  entirety. 
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Resolution  No.  44,  by  T.  E.  McCasky,  of  Martin  County, 
endorsing  the  Progressive  Farmer,  was  read,  and,  upon  motion, 
the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  adopted  unan- 
imously, as  follows : 

Resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  that  this 
body  do  heartily  endorse  the  Progressive  Farmer  as  the  official  organ  of 
this  State  Alliance  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolution  No.  45.  For  change  of  Constitution.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Ify-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  46.  For  change  of  Constitution.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  till  8:30  o'clock,  Wed- 
nesday evening. 


Night  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Carrat  8:30 
o'clock. 

It  being  the  special  order  for  the  election  of  officers,  the 
following  were  duly  elected  : 

President Marion  Butler . .  Sampson  County. 

Vice-President T.  B.  Long Buncombe  County. 

Lecturer J.  S.  Bell -Clay  County. 

Steward .'. -C.  C.  Wright Wilkes  County. 

Chaplain ..E.  Pope... - Harnett  County. 

Door-Keeper W.  H.  Tomlinson Cumberland  County. 

Assistant  Door- Keeper... H.  E.  King Onslow  County. 

Sergeant-at-Arms J.  S.  Holt Harnett  County. 

Business  Agent W.  H.  Worth Lenoir  County. 

Member  Ex.  Committee. -J.  M.  Newborne .Lenoir  County. 

The  election  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  was  postponed  till 
Thursday  morning,  11  o'clock. 

The  election  of  Delegates  to  National  Alliance  was  post- 
poned till  10  o'clock  Thursday  morning. 
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Brothers  T.  R.  Winslow,  of  Randolph  ;  J.  R.  Calloway,  of 
Beaufort;  J.  L.  Nicholson,  of  Onslow,  were  excused  from 
further  attendance  at  this  meeting. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  August  13,  1891. 

The  Alliance,  at  10  o'clock,  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Carr,  and  opened  in  regular  form. 

A  partial  report  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  was  made,  and  it  was  placed  on  Calendar. 

Miscellaneous  Committee  made  a  report  on  resolution  No. 
22,  and  placed  on  Calendar. 

The  Committee  on  that  part  of  President's  message  relat- 
ing to  consolidation  of  the  offices'  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
made  a  favorable  report,  and,  on  motion,  the  rules  wTere 
suspended,  and  it  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  to  whom  was  submitted 
a  recommendation  of  the  President  relative  to  the  consolidation  of  the 
offices  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  respectfully  report  that  they  recom- 
mend that  section  2,  article  1  of  the  Constitution  be  so  amended  as  to 
consolidate  the  said  offices,  with  the  salary  as  fixed  for  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  further 
reported  on  a  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee 
in  regard  to  mileage  and  per  diem  favorably ;  and,  upon 
motion,  the  rules  were  suspended,  the  resolution  taken  up 
and  tabled. 

The  hour  set  for  the  election  of  Secretary-Treasurer  having 
arrived,  W.  S.  Barnes,  of  Wilson  County,  was  elected  by 
acclamation. 

The  appeal  made  by  the  Legislative  Committee  from  the 
ruling  of  the  President  in  regard  to  the  Committee  being 
a  part  of  the  State  Alliance  was  tabled. 
3 
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Resolution  No.  45,  introduced  by  R.  H.  Stancill,  of  North- 
ampton, was  adopted  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislative  Committee  be  paid  per  diem  and 
mileage  as  the  delegates  to  this  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  Supreme  Council  was  next 
in   order,  and  the  following  brethren  were  elected : 

Elias  Carr,  of  Edgecombe,  and  S.  B.  Alexander,  of  Mecklenburg,  were 
elected  delegates  at  large;  W.  R.  Lindsay,  of  Rockingham,  and  W.  L. 
Williams,  of  Cumberland. 

The  report  of  the  Legislative  Committee  was  read  b}T  the 
chairman,  R.  J.  Powell,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  "Good 
of  the  Order." 

Report  of  Judiciary  Committee  on  case  No.  6,  was  read 
and  put  on  file. 

Resolution  upon  the  Lecture  System,  by  E.  A.  Thorne, 
was  adopted,  and  is  incorporated  in  the  Constitution,  as 
follows : 

PLAN  OF  ORGANIZATION  OF  A  LECTURE  SYSTEM. 

The  County  Lecture  Bureau  shall  be  composed  of  the  sub- lecturers, 
of  which  the  County  Lecturer  shall  be  President. 

The  District  Bureau  shall  be  composed  of  the  County  Lecturers,  who 
shall  elect  their  President,  and  said  President  shall  be  District  Lecturer. 

The  State  Bureau  shall  be  composed  of  the  District  Lecturers,  of 
which  the  State  Lecturer  shall  be  President. 

The  County  Bureau  shall  meet  at  least  once  a  year  at  such  time  and 
place  as  the  County  Lecturer  shall  designate,  and  may  meet  oftener, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  County  Lecturer. 

The  District  Bureau  shall  meet  at  least  once  every  year,  and  may  be 
called  to  meet  at  any  time  by  the  District  Lecturer,  subject  to  the 
.approval  of  the  State  Lecturer. 

The  State  Lecturer  shall  be  Superintendent  of  the  entire  lecture  field, 
and  may  transfer,  at  his  discretion,  District  Lecturers  from  one  District 
to  another  temporarily,  and,  with  the  approval  of  the  State  Executive 
Committee,  may  invite  brethren  of  the  Order  to  lecture,  who  shall 
receive  such  compensation  as  the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  to 
be  just  and  reasonable. 
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The  compensation  of  the  State  and  District  Lecturers  shall  be  such 
sum  or  sums  as  the  State  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  just  and 
reasonable,  and  the  condition  of  the  treasury  will  permit. 

The  Executive  Committee  is  authorized  to  supplement  the  pay  of  the 
County  Lecturers  when  the  condition  of  the  treasury  will  justify  it. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  on 
resolution  No.  32,  was  taken  up  and  tabled. 

The  motion  made  to  instruct  our  delegates  to  the  Supreme 
Council  was  taken  up  and  tabled. 

Resolutions  Nos.  43,  15,  35,  46  and  3G  were  taken  from  the 
Calendar  and  tabled. 

Partial  report  of  Judiciary  Committee  was  read  and  placed 
on  file. 

The  Calendar  was  taken  up,  and  resolution  No.  27  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  There  are  many  of  our  good  people  living  in  the  sea- coast 
towns  of  our  State  who  follow  the  vocation  of  fishing  exclusively,  and 
are  in  full  sympathy  and  accord  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  have 
no  interest  conflicting  therewith;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  word  "  country"  where  it  occurs  before  the  word 
"fisherman"  in  line  4,  section  1,  article  3  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Farmers'  State  Alliance,  be  stricken  out. 

Resolution  No.  6,  by  E.  A.  Thorne,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  article  1,  section  2  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by 
adding  after  the  words  "Judiciary  Committee"  the  words  "and  Dis- 
trict Lecturers  :  Provided,  however,  that  none  but  delegates  be  allowed 
to  vote,  except  in  case  of  a  tie,  when  the  President  shall  have  the  cast- 
ing vote." 

Brothers  Reid,  of  Buncombe,  and  Hyde,  of  Graham,  were 
excused  from  further  attendance. 

Resolution  No.  45,  in  regard  to  change  of  Constitution,  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Amend  section  9,  article  1  of  the  Constitution  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  preceding  session  "  and  insert  instead  thereof  the  words  "  State 
Executive  Committee." 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  till  3 :  30  p.  m. 
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Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  3  :  30  p.  if.-, 
President  Carr  in  the  chair. 

Resolution  of  Thanksgiving,  marked  "E,"  by  S.  J.  Veach, 
was  taken  from  Calendar  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  We  acknowledge  in  our  Constitution  the  existence  of  a 
Supreme  Being  and  the  need  of  His  blessing;  and  whereas,  we  believe 
that  He  is  a  hearer  and  answerer  of  prayer  of  those  who  approach  Him 
properly;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  at  its 
annual  session  inMorehead  City,  earnestly  request  that  all  Sub- Alliances 
of  the  State  meet,  separately  or  in  unions  as  they  may  deem  best,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  thanksgiving 
and  prayer  to  God. 

Resolutions  Nos.  31  and  24  were  referred  to  Executive 
Committee,  and  were  placed  in  their  hands. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  reform  papers  was  taken  up  and 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  A  great  many  of  our  members  take  only  one  paper,  and 
that  a  paper  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Alliance,  though  this  paper 
may  pretend  friendship  to  the  Order,  and  thus  many  of  our  members 
read  but  one  side  of  the  matters  involved,  and  are  thus  liable  to  be  mis- 
led;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  upon  all  of  our  members  who  take  any  paper, 
to  take  one  representing  our  cause.  We  further  recommend  that  our 
Sub- Alliances  set  aside  a  fund  to  procure  the  papers  of  our  Order  and 
the  "  One  Dollar  Library"  published  in  the  National  Economist,  as  a 
circulating  library  for  the  use  of  the  brethren. 

Resolution  relating  to  the  death  of  W.  A.  Darden  was 
adopted  and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes,  as 
follows : 

William  Abram  Darden,  son  of  William  Augustus  Darden  and  Harriet 
Speight  Darden,  was  born  on  che  15th  day  of  May,  1836.  At  the  age  of  six 
years  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  continued 
to  be  a  faithful  and  useful  member  to  his  death.  After  receiving  the 
common  school  education  of  the  neighborhood  schools,  he  entered  Ran- 
dolph-Macon College  with  the  intention  of  preparing  himself  for  the 
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practice  of  law,  but,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  his  eyes,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  studies  in  his  Junior  year;  after  which  he  engaged 
in  the  vocation  of  farming.  He  was  married  on  the  13th  day  of  August, 
1857,  to  Sarah  Speight  Moye,  by  whom  he  had  three  children — all  of 
whom  survive  him.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  war  he  joined  the  Greene 
County  Rifles,  Company  A,  Third  Regiment.  Was  elected  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1861,  and  was  the  youngest  member  of  that 
body.  After  the  adjournment  of  that  Convention,  he  assisted  Captain 
Andrew  Moore  to  raise  Company  F,  61st  Regiment,  Clingman's  Brigade, 
of  which  he  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant,  but  was  afterwards  promoted 
to  the  Captainry,  and  was  captured  in  the  charging  of  Fort  Harrison 
on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1864,  and  was  confined  in  a  prison  near 
Baltimore  for  nine  months,  when  he  was  released  a  physical  wreck,  in 
which  condition  he  lingered  for  nearly  a  year.  After  his  return  from 
prison,  he  again  engaged  in  farming. 

On  the  26th  day  of  January,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Catherine  Speight 
Adams,  having  lost  his  first  wife  on  the  25th  day  of  August,  1863.  By  his 
second  wife  he  had  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  survive  him.  On  the 
13th  day  of  June,  1884,  he  lost  his  second  wife — afterward  he  remained 
unmarried.  Was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
1885.  He  joined  the  vanguard  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  his  section: 
was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Enterprise  Alliance,  and  its  first 
President.  He  was  also  the  first  President  of  Greene  County  Alliance. 
He  was  elected  the  first  Business  Agent  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers' 
State  Alliance;  of  which  office  he  declined  to  accept  a  second  term,  but 
accepted  the  appointment  of  District  Lecturer,  in  which  capacity  he 
died  with  the  "harness  on,"  at  Gatesville,  Gates  county,  at  one  o'clock 
on  the  2d  day  of  June,  1890,  the  very  hour  appointed  for  his  lecture  ! 

Resolution  No.  22,  by  E.  Pope,  tabled. 
On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  cast  ballots  for 
alternates  to  the  Supreme  Council,  as  follows : 

J.  J.  Laughinghouse,  of  Pitt,  alternate  for  Elias  Carr;  J.  H.  Dunn,  of 
Vance,  alternate  for  W.  R.  Lindsay;  James  Bond,  of  Bertie,  alternate 
for  W.  L.  Williams;  N.  C.  English,  of  Randolph,  alternate  for  S.  B. 
Alexander. 

Resolutions  "A,"  "  C  "  and  "  D  "  tabled. 

Resolution  "B"  indefinitely  postponed. 

President  Carr  exemplified  the  unwritten  work  of  the 
Order. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  transfer  of  purchasing  department 
of  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance  was  taken  up  and  adopted 
as  follows : 
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Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  do  hereby  em- 
power the  State  Executive  Committee  to  transfer  the  purchasing  depart- 
ment of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  to  the  National 
Union  Company  of  New  York,  upon  such  terms  as  they  may  agree, 
after  the  said  Union  Company  has  fully  satisfied  them  of  its  legal  and 
financial  standing. 

The  following  brethren  wished  to  be  recorded  as  voting 
against  the  above  resolution  :  T.  A.  Epps,  of  Vance  ;  J.  T.  B. 
Hoover,  of  Wilson;  D.  Wahab,  of  Hyde;  J.  E.  Person,  of 
Wayne,  and  S.  J.  Veach,  of  Duplin. 

Resolution  No.  47,  in  regard  to  Reform  Press,  by  E.  C. 
Beddingfield,  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  At  a  meeting  of  the  reform  editors  of  the  State  at  More- 
head  City,  August  11,  the  North  Carolina  Reform  Press  Association  was 
organized  with  the  following  papers  as  charter  members:  Progressive 
Farmer,  of  Raleigh;  Rural  Home,  of  Wilson;  Farmers''  Advocate,  of 
Tarboro;  Salisbury  Watchman,  of  Salisbury;  Caucasian,  Clinton;  Alli- 
ance Sentinel,  Coldsboro;  Mercury,  Hickory;  Country  Life,  Trinity 
College;  Rattler,  Whitaker's;  Mountain  Home  Journal,  Asheville,  and 
such  others  as  may  comply  with  our  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  The 
object  of  the  Reform  Press  Association  is  to  secure  unity  of  action;  to 
aid  each  other  in  the  dissemination  of  Alliance  literature;  to  aid  the 
organization  in  carrying  out  the  demands  of  the  Alliance  as  promul- 
gated at  Ocala  last  December,  and  any  and  all  amendments  that  may  be 
added  at  future  meetings  of  the  National  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union. 
No  paper  will  be  admitted  in  this  Association  unless  it  stands  unequivo- 
cally for  the  Alliance  demands;  and  any  paper  becoming  a  member  and 
failing  to  comply,  will  be  expelled  from  the  Association  ;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance,  now  in  session  at  Morehead  City, 
endorse  this  action  of  the  reform  editors,  and  recommend  that  the 
brethren  give  these  papers  all  encouragement  and  patronage  possible, 
and  so  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  our  Order. 

Resolutions  41,  "C,"  11,  21  and  "  F,"  were  tabled. 
Resolution  No.  26,  by  L.  N.  Durham,  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  endorse  the  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Battle  for 
the  co-operation  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  with  the  North  Carolina  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station,  in  the  formation  of  Experimental  Commit- 
tees by  each  Sub-Alliance. 
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Resolution  "  H,"  by  W.  A.  Graham,  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

Strike  out  section  12,  Business  Agency  Fund  article,  and  insert: 
"Sec.  13.  In  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  any  of  said  fund  in  the 
State  Business  Agency,  the  State  Business  Agent  shall  report  to  the 
Trustee  the  amount  or  amounts  necessary,  stating  cause  of  indebtedness 
in  each  case.  If  the  Trustee  approves  the  same,  he  shall  forward  the 
State  Business  Agent  money  sufficient  to  settle  the  same;  but  he  shall 
pay  no  account  where  goods  may  have  been  sold  without  the  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  having  first  received  a  certificate  of  the  justified  bond  of 
the  Business  xlgent  purchasing,  with  name  of  sureties,  and  which  the 
State  Business  Agent  shall  keep  filed  in  his  office.  The  State  Business 
Agent  shall  immediately  proceed  to  collect  such  account  or  accounts 
and  refund  the  money  to  the  Trustee  to  be  replaced  to  the  fund.  When 
there  are  disputes  as  to  accounts  between  the  State  Business  Agent  and 
the  Business  Agent  for  whom  the  goods  are  purchased,  the  matter  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Trustee  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  State  Alliance.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  all  accounts  paid  on  account  of  State  Business  Agent; 
amounts  refunded  by  said  Business  Agent,  and  all  losses  to  the  fund  on 
account  of  State  Business  Agent,  which  losses  shall  be  subject  to 
approval  of  Executive  Committee." 

Resolution  No.  42  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Whereas,  At  a  meeting  of  the  reform  editors  present  at  Morehead 
City  on  the  11th  of  August,  an  association  to  be  known  as  the  "  North 
Carolina  Reform  Press  Association,"  having  for  its  object  unity  of 
action  and  the  advocacy  of  the  National  Alliance  Demands  promulgated 
at  Ocala  last  December,  and  also  such  amendments  as  may  be  made  at 
meetings  to  be  held  hereafter;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance  now  in  session  at  More- 
head  City,  that  we  heartily  endorse  the  action  of  this  Association  as  a 
worthy  and  important  step  towards  reform,  and  that  we  commend  the 
papers  belonging  to  this  Association  and  recommend  that  they  be  given 
liberal  support  by  the  members  of  our  Order. 

Installation  of  officers  was  set  for  9  o'clock  P  m. 
The  Alliance  adjourned  till  8:30  r.  m. 
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Night  Sessiox. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Carr 
promptly  at  8 :  30  p.  m. 

Resolution  "  G  "  was  taken  from  the  Calendar  and  adopted, 
as  follows : 

Questions  to  be  settled: 

1st.  How,  when  and  where  shall  guano  be  tagged  ? 

2d.  Was  the  Agricultural  Department  justified  in  seizing  the  Alliance 
guano  at  Mebane  and  Oxford  ? 

3d.  In  seizing  the  same  did  they  discriminate  against  said  guano? 

4th.  Was  the  State  Business  Agent  justifiable  ia  renewing  his  con- 
tract of  1890  with  the  Durham  Fertilizer  Company,  without  inviting 
competition  from  other  companies  ? 

5th.  Was  the  Business  Agent  justified  in  being  guided  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  officers  of  the  Durham  Fertilizer  Company,  rather  than  by 
the  official  published  analysis  of  the  State  Chemist? 

Answers: 

1st.  The  requirements  of  the  law  are  filled  when  the  tags  ai*e  shipped 
to  the  point  of  destination  and  placed  on  bags  before  delivery. 

2d.  It  was. 

3d.  There  was  apparent  discrimination  in  the  particular  case  of  a  fish 
scrap  guano,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  published  analysis  of  the  Depart- 
ment (which  shows  a  shortage  of  $2.94  per  ton)  failed  to  set  out  the  fact 
that  phosphate  sufficient  was  present  with  the  ammonia  to  more  than 
enough  to  make  up  the  shortage. 

4th.  We  do  not  censure  the  State  Business  Agent  for  making  the  last 
contract,  but  it  is  our  opinion  and  recommendation  that  in  making 
future  contracts  that  he  open  propositions  for  competition,  use  his 
judgment  in  the  contract  and  report  the  circumstances  that  influence 
him  to  do  so. 

5th.  It  is  our  opinion  and  recommendation,  that  the  State  Business 
Agent,  in  his  capacity  of  an  agent  for  the  farmers,  standing  between 
them  and  the  guano  companies,  shall  be  guided  by  the  official  analyses 
of  the  State  Chemist  in  deciding  whether  or  not  the  guano  companies 
have  furnished  the  farmers  value  received. 

M.  Butler,  N.  C.  ENGLISH, 

Secretary  of  Com.  Chairman  of  Com. 

Bro.  R.  Rowland,  of  Carteret,  was  excused  from  further 
attendance  on  this  session. 
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Resolution  "  K,"  by  W.  A.  Graham,  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  the  Supreme  Council  are  instructed  to 
endeavor  to  have  the  Constitution  so  amended,  that  all  new  demands 
or  action  of  said  body  proposing  to  bind  the  action  of  the  Sub- Alliances 
in  their  action,  shall  be  submitted  through  the  State  organization  to  the 
Sub-Alliances,  and  shall  not  be  valid  unless  endorsed  by  them — a  major- 
ity of  the  members  of  three-fourths  of  our  State  organizations. 

The  hour  set  apart  for  installation  of  officers  having  arrived, 
the  retiring  President,  Elias  Carr,  proceeded  to  install  them 
and  assign  their  positions — the  new  President,  Marion 
Butler,  occupied  the  chair. 

Resolution  "  L,"  in  regard  to  subscription  of  reform  papers, 
tabled. 

Resolution  "  M,"  in  regard  to  guano,  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  recommend  that  none  of  its  mem- 
bers buy  any  fertilizer  from  any  firm  or  manufacturer  who  will  not  con- 
tract with  your  State  Agent  to  give  same  terms  and  prices  as  they  do 
their  local  agents  and  best  customers — then  put  a  brokerage  of  fifty 
cents  per  ton,  one-half  to  be  paid  to  agent  for  handling  it  and  the  other 
half  to  the  State  Executive  Committee  to  pay  expenses  of  Business 
Agent's  office,  and  to  keep  Lecturers  in  the  field. 

Resolution  "N,"  "spot-cash  fund,"  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  order  that  the  money  sent  in  to 
create  a  "  spot-cash  fund,"  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sub-Alliances 
which  have  contributed  it,  and  is  subject  to  their  order  after  paying  the 
amount  due  by  said  Sub-Alliance  to  the  State  Business  Agent. 

Resolution  "  0,"  in  regard  to  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
Business  Agent,  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Business  Agent  turn  over  all  the  money  in 
his  hands  belonging  to  the  State  Alliance,  or  as  much  of  it  as  will  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  State  Alliance. 
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Resolution  "  R,"  by  E.  A.  Thorne,  in  regard  to  free  passes 
on  railroads,  was  adopted,  with  amendment,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  Alliance  demands  prohibit  the  using  of  railroad  passes 
by  our  representatives  in  our  State  and  National  Legislatures;  and 
whereas,  it  appears  from  a  statement  made  in  this  hall  to-day,  that  rail- 
road passes  have  been  issued  for  this  purpose;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  State  Secretary  be  instructed  to  write  a  letter  to 
each  of  our  Senators,  Representatives,  State  officers,  Judges  of  Supreme 
and  Superior  Courts,  and  Solicitors,  making  the  enquiry,  if  he  has 
used  a  railroad  pass  since  his  election  ?  If  no  reply  is  received,  that 
the  Secretaiy  shall  then  send  a  registered  letter  making  the  same  en- 
quiry; and  then  if  no  reply  is  received,  he  shall  have  the  letter  published 
and  kept  in  some  one  of  the  reform  papers. 

Judiciary  Committee  appointed  by  the  President,  as  fol- 
lows :  Elias  Carr,  A.  Leazar,  N.  M.  Culbreth,  M.  G.  Gregory, 
W.  C.  Connell. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  to 
mileage  anol  per  diem,  on  motion,  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  amended,  and  was  adopted  as  amended,  as  follows: 

That  section  1,  article  10,  be  changed  to  read  as  follows:  "  Each  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Alliance  shall  receive  two  dollars  per  day,  including 
going  to  and  returning  from  the  State  Alliance,  and  three  cents  mileage 
each  way,  distance  to  be  computed  by  the  nearest  traveled  route.'' 

Resolution  by  Bro.  Boggs  on  secret  ballot  was  read  and 
fully  debated,  and,  on  motion,  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

We  demand  of  our  General  Assembly  at  its  next  session  the  passage 
of  a  secret  ballot  law,  with  a  provision  in  said  law  that  will  secure  to 
voters  who  cannot  read  an  opportunity  to  vote. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  thanks  of  this  Alliance  be 
tendered  to  hotels,  private  boarding-houses  and  railroads  for 
reduced  rates  of  board  and  travel,  which  was  adopted. 

The  following  resolution  of  thanks  to  retiring  officers  was 
read  and  adopted,  as  follows : 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  State  Alliance  are  due  and  hereby 
tendered  to  our  faithful  and  impartial  retiring  officers — President  Elias 
Carr,  Vice-President  A.  H.  Hayes,  Treasurer  J.  D.  Allen,  Chaplain  S.  J. 
Veach  and  Assistant  Lecturer  R.  B.  Hunter;  that  we  will  ever  remem- 
ber their  faithful  services  as  Alliancemen  and  as  co-laborers  in  this 
grand  and  noble  work;  and  that  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the 
reform  press  of  North  Carolina. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  the  World's  Fair  was  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Alliance  that  North  Carolina  should  be 
represented  at  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago  in  1893. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  August,  1802. 

W.  S.  BARNES, 

Secretary- Treasurer  N.  C.  F.  S.  A. 
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SIXTH   ANNUAL  SESSION, 

August  9,  10  and  n,  1892. 


Greensboro,  N.  C, 
Tuesday,  August  9,  1892. 

The  State  Alliance  was  convened  at  11  o'clock,  in  the  city 
of  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  and  a  reception  of  welcome  to  the  Order 
was  given  in  a  short  and  pointed  speech  from  the  Mayor  of 
that  city,  and  responded  to  by  President  Butler  in  like  man- 
ner. C.  W.  Macune,  of  National  Economist,  was  present  and 
made  a  few  remarks,  after  which  the  Alliance  adjourned  to 
meet  at  2  o'clock. 

At  2:15  p.  m.,  the  President  called  the  Alliance  to  order. 
On  the  account  of  the  absence  of  our  Chaplain,  Bro.  E.  Pope, 
Bro.  P.  H.  Massey  was  appointed  to  act  as  Chaplain  in  his 
stead.  After  a  beautiful  prayer,  the  following  Committee  was 
appointed  on  Credentials: 

A.  C.  Green,  S.  B.  Worthy,  J.  W.  Speas,  A.  S.  Peace  and 
J.  B.  Smith. 

On  account  of  absence  of  papers  which  had  been  sent  for 
by  the  Secretary,  the  Committee  on  Credentials  were 
requested  to  meet  at  Secretary -Treasurer's  room,  No.  22 
McAdoo  House,  at  10:30  o'clock  p.  m. 

An  appointment  for  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  was  made  for  Brotner 
Macune  to  make  a  public  address,  after  which  memorial  ser- 
vices in  honor  of  Colonel  Polk  would  be  held. 


4  PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SIXTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 

The  President's  message,  with  recommendations,  was  then 
read,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

Brethren — One  year  ago  you  placed  your  banner  in  niy  hands.  You 
placed  me  in  the  front  of  the  North  Carolina  division  of  the  great 
national  army  of  reformers.  It  was  a  position  of  tremendous  responsi- 
bility and  I  trust  I  felt  in  a  large  degree  the  gravity  of  the  situation.  It 
was  at  a  time  when  the  organization  was  entering  the  most  critical 
period  of  its  existence,  a  time  when  we  and  our  principles  were  to  be 
subjected  to  the  supremest  crucial  test.  The  year  has  been  a  stormy 
one.  Every  day,  Sundays  excluded,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  has  been 
poured  upon  us  with  merciless  force*, and  in  an  unscrupulous  manner. 
The  money  power  has  left  no  stone  unturned  to  crush  the  movement 
and  drown  the  cry  of  the  weak  for  mercy,  and  the  demand  of  freemen 
for  justice. 

To  day  we  meet  again.  Let  us  see  what  has  been  accomplished :  what 
the  present  status  of  the  organization  is,  and  what  is  our  duty  in  the 
future.  Every  reform  movement  has  its  various  stages  of  growth  and 
development.  Many  of  these  movements, .  sooner  or  later,  reach  the 
stage  of  disintegration  and  decay.'  This  has  been  the  case  when  the 
cause  has  been  slight  or  local,  or  temporary,  or  when  the  people  failed 
to  find  the  true  cause  for  a  real  wrong  and,  therefore,  could  not  apply 
the  true  remedy.  The  cause  of  the  present  movement  is  deep-rooted 
and  widespread.  It  is  one  that,  in  a  large  degree,  affects  alike  every 
laborer  and  wealth  producer  of  the  whole  country.  A  portion  of  those 
suffering  from  the  blighting  effects  of  some  great  influence  caused  them 
to  organize  to  study  the  situation.  They  formed  themselves  into  a  great 
vigilance  committee  to  search  for  the  cause,  a  cause  that  made  them 
poorer  while  each  worked  harder  and  created  more  wealth,  a  cause  that 
has  made  poor  a  people  whose  labor  has  made  their  country  rich.  Since 
this  class  of  men  and  this  condition  existed  in  every  quarter  of  the 
country,  the  organization  soon  spread  over  the  whole  country.  For 
years  the  cause,  or  rather  the  causes,  have  been  simultaneously  searched 
for  and  studied  from  Maine  to  California,  and  from  the  lakes  to  the 
gulf.  The  cause,  or  part  of  the  causes,  were  found.  The  whole  organi- 
zation agreed  on  them.  The  public  generally  agreed  that  the  evil  causes 
existed.  We  then  appealed  to  the  lawmakers  of  the  country  for  a 
remedy.  Great  sympathy  was  expressed  for  our  condition,  but  no 
remedy  was  offered.  The  organization  then  formulated  its  own  reme- 
dies, for  each  cause,  and  appealed  to  the  lawmakers  to  give  us  these 
remedies.  They  found  fault  with  our  remedies.  We  then  demanded 
that  they  should  give  those  demands  or  something  better.  That  was 
fair.     For  if  the  wrongs  exist,  if  unjust  and  oppressive  laws  are  on  the 
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statute  books,  it  is  the  duty  of  our  lawmakers  to  give  us  relief,  to  give 
us  our  remedy  or  a  better  one.  Up  to  date  the  demands  of  the  people 
have  been  ignored,  while  every  request  of  the  monopoly  corporations 
and  the  money  power  has  been  promptly  agreed  to.  We  have  just 
realized  that  the  organization  came  too  late  for  justice  to  be  gotten  by 
petition.  The  people  must  now  submit  like  slaves  or  take  political 
action  for  themselves. 

While  the  organization  has  been  making  this  progress,  what  has  the 
enemy  been  doing?  and  here  we  might  ask  who  the  enemy  is?  When 
under  unjust  conditions  a  certain  class  of  people  are  robbed  of  the  fruits 
of  their  labors,  some  other  class  gets  and  accumulates  what  the  other 
loses.  The  great  majority  have  been  losing  their  wealth,  the  fruits  of 
their  labors;  a  small  minority  have  been  getting  and  accumulating  then- 
wealth,  earned  and  produced  by  the  majority.  Then  the  enemy  is  this 
small  class  who  are  not  wealth  creators,  but  who  are  rapidly  accumula- 
ting the  wealth  of  the  country.  This  class,  and  those  who  serve  them, 
either  for  pay  or  from  ignorance  and  party  prejudice,  as  forsooth  many 
or  all  of  us  did  until  recently. 

At  first  the  enemy  ignored  the  movement,  thinking  it  would  die  for 
the  want  of  their  condescending  attention.  But  they  had  not  compre- 
hended the  deep  and  widespread  causes  that  existed  and  were  at  work; 
the  causes  which  forced  the  people  to  organize  for  self-protection,  for 
self-preservation.  Their  next  move  was  to  capture  the  organization. 
In  this  and  their  whole  fight  on  the  organization,  their  most  powerful 
agents  have  been  the  machine  politician,  servile  or  hireling  newspa- 
per. They  patted  the  organization  on  the  back  and  had  the  tools  of 
plutocracy  to  pose  as  the  champions  of  the  people,  and  in  some  cases 
have  smuggled  them  into  the  fold  of  membership.  This  scheme  was  a 
partial  success.  Some  of  these  men.  their  tools  and  hirelings,  got  into 
Congress  by  the  votes  of  the  farmers  and  soon  showed  who  their  masters 
were  by  voting  against  the  free  coinage  of  silver,  and  every  other  meas- 
ure of  substantial  relief  for  the  people.  During  this  period  they  attacked, 
misrepresented,  abused,  villified  your  officers  and  leaders,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  professed  great  interest  in  the  organization.  They  tried 
to  break  your  confidence  in  your  officers,  hoping  that  you  would  then 
be  governed  by  their  advice.  The  great  industrial  conference  of  labor 
organizations  at  St.  Louis  put  an  end  to  their  scheme.  The  people  were 
too  poor  to  be  fed  on  sympathy.  They  were  too  well  informed  to  be 
cajoled,  flattered  or  fooled  by  demagoguery.  They  were  too  brave  and 
courageous  to  be  daunted  by  even  the  gigantic  minions  of  aggregated 
capital.  That  magnificent  body  of  men,  representing  the  jeomanry, 
the  laborers  and  wealth-producers  of  America,  met  with  a  solemn  duty 
before  them.  They  were  brought  together  by  like  causes,  and  perforce 
with  great  unanimity  worked  for  the  same  end.  The  hour's  need  was 
unity  of  thought.     It  stands  crystalized  in  the  St.  Louis  platform — in 
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land,  transportation  and  finance,  the  three  great  cardinal  principles  of 
the  second  Declaration  of  American  Independence.  The  duty  of  that 
hour  was  unity  of  thought,  the  duty  of  this  hour  is  unity  of  action.  It 
is  easy  to  pass  resolutions  expressing  sympathy  for  the  people;  it  is  easy 
to  speculate  in  reforms  for  selfish  ends,  but  when  the  hour  for  action 
corned,  then  is  the  supreme  test  of  patriotic  courage  and  loyalty  to  the 
people's  cause. 

What  is  the  enemy  doing  to  prevent  unity  of  action?  They  are  trying 
to  blind  the  great  issues  at  stake  by  appeals  to  sectional  prejudice. 
Their  scheme  is  to  drown  reform  with  prejudice,  to  divide  reformers 
with  the  cry  of  force  bill.  This  scheme  will  be  worked  by  politicians 
and  the  newspapers,  backed  by  tremendous  and  powerful  agencies. 
This  is  a  critical  hour.  The  liberties  of  the  people  are  at  stake.  The 
destiny  of  millions  living,  and  yet  unborn,  hang  in  the  balance.  We 
have  a  solemn  duty  to  perform;  the  battle  must  be  fought  by  us  and 
fought  now.  What  shall  be  the  result?  I  appeal  to  every  reformer  to 
stand  by  his  guns,  with  his  face  to  the  enemy.  Let  us  have  the  courage 
of  our  convictions,  and  the  manhood  to  stand  by  our  principles. 

THE  RALEIGH   CONFERENCE. 

On  April  17th  I  called  a  conference  of  the  Alliance  of  the  State 
through  one  representative  from  each  county.  I  did  it  in  the  interest 
of  our  principles  and  the  cause  of  reform.  While  at  times  during  the 
year  many  of  us  (though  a  unit  in  thought)  have  differed  in  judgment  as 
to  methods,  yet  to  day  the  organization  is  practically  a  unit  in  action  as 
well  as  thought.  I  believe  that  the  guidance  of  a  divine  hand  has 
turned  what  at  times  seemed  to  be  mistakes,  into  blessings.  Our  seem- 
ing errors  have  proved  to  be  the  essence  of  wisdom,  for  by  what  methods 
could  we  have  been  stronger  than  we  are  to-day  ?  Therefore,  let  us  at 
all  times,  have  that  charity  of  opinion  for  each  brother,  for  we  may 
honestly  differ,  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  each  other  brother. 

DEATH  OF   COLONEL    POLK. 

During  the  year  the  organization,  National  as  well  as  State,  has  suf- 
fered an  irreparable  loss,  and  each  member  has  felt  a  sore  bereavement 
by  the  untimely  death  of  our  great  and  beloved  leader,  Col.  L.  L.  Polk. 
We  have  never  known  a  purer  man,  nor  has  any  organization  ever  been 
blessed  with  a  more  ardent,  devoted  and  loyal  leader,  yet  his  charity 
toward  those  who  differed  with  him  in  opinion,  and  his  spirit  of  fairness 
towards  those  who  opposed  him,  was  almost  superhuman.  His  great 
work  and  his  magnificent  example  lives  after  him,  and  is  to-day  an 
inspiration  to  every  reformer  to  have  the  courage  of  his  ■convictions  and 
to  carry  on  the  work  for  humanity  so  grandly  and  heroically  begun.  Let 
us  build  a  fitting  monument  to  his  memory,  but  his  greatest  monument 
will  be  the  place  he  holds  in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  Let  his  last  words 
ever  be  the  motto  of  the  hour,  "  Do  your  duty." 
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PRESIDENT'S  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

REPRESENTATION. 

As  the  Constitution  now  stands,  the  representation  from  each  county 
to  the  State  meeting  is  the  same,  whether  it  contains  few  or  many  mem- 
bers. You  see  that  now  100  members  of  the  organization  in  one  county 
may  have  as  much  weight  in  your  deliberations  as  1909  in  another.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  you  take  some  steps  towards  equalizing  repre- 
sentation, if  same  can  be  done  without  increasing  the  number  of  dele- 
gates, and  hence  the  expense  of  holding  State  meetings. 

STATE  ORGAN. 

As  you  are  all  aware,  The  Progressive  Farmer  recently  tendered  its 
resignation  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Alliance.  This  occurred  only  a 
few  days  prior  to  the  death  of  its  editor,  our  beloved  brother  and 
National  President.  The  resignation  has  not  been  officially  accepted  by 
your  State  administration.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  we  felt  sure  that 
the  resignation  was  tendered  under  a  misunderstanding.  Had  Colonel 
Polk  lived,  we  feel  sure  he  would  have  withdrawn  the  resignation  which 
he  tendered,  feeling  and  believing  this,  is  why  the  resignation  has  not 
been  accepted. 

The  Progressive  Farmer,  even  before  the  Alliance  was  organized,  was 
battling  for  the  rights  of  the  people.  It  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
great  reform  movement  that  now  extends  over  this  whole  couutry.  As 
organ  of  the  Alliance  it  has  ever  stood  true  to  the  people,  and  been  not 
only  the  greatest  agency  in  building  up  the  organization,  but  the  most 
powerful  agency  of  this  Order  in  furthering  its  plans  and  executing  its 
purposes.  No  paper  in  the  State  has  ever  wielded  such  an  influence,  or 
had  more  justly  the  confidence  and  backing  of  the  people.  But  it  has 
always  been  our  opinion  that  the  State  organ  should  be  the  property 
of  the  organization,  and  that,  if  possible,  a  copy  should  be  furnished  to 
each  member  of  the  Order,  free  of  extra  charge  above  his  quarterly 
dues.  This  can  be  done,  and  in  our  opinion  it  is  important  that  it  should 
be  done;  therefore,  we  commend  it  to  your  careful  consideration.  The 
foundation  and  mainspring  of  this  reform  movement  is  reading  and 
education,  and  if  every  member  could  be  furnished  reform  literature, 
at  least  a  copy  of  the  State  organ,  the  organization  would  be  well  nigh 
invincible. 

If  you  agree  with  me  as  to  the  desirability  of  this  plan,  then,  as  to  one 
method  of  making  it  feasible,  I  recommend  that  you  amend  the  Consti- 
tution as  to  the  apportionment  of  the  quarterly  dues  so  as  to  place  five 
cents  of  each  quarter  to  the  Sub- Alliance,  and  five  cents  to  County  Alli- 
ance, and  fifteen  cents  to  State  Alliance,  ten  cents  of  which  latter  amount 
shall  be  for  the  subscription  price,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  the  State 
organ. 
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The  recommendations  of  the  President  were  referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

The  Executive  Committee  made  the  following  report: 

Brother  President — Your  Executive  Committee  has  held  four  meet- 
ings during  the  year,  and  will  have  the  minutes  read  in  order  to  give 
you  a  little  better  understanding  of  its  work  than  could  be  given  in  this 
report. 

The  books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  State  Business  Agent  have 
been  examined  and  found  correct,  and  your  attention  is  called  to  the 
report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  showing  the  expense  of  each  depart- 
ment. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  change  of  the  lecture  system. 
It  is  more  expensive  than  any  we  have  heretofore  had,  and  the  good 
work  accomplished  is  not  in  proportion  to  its  cost.  Attention  is  called 
to  the  report  of  the  Trustee,  and  action  should  be  taken  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  his  report  in  regard  to  collection  of  such  accounts  as  may 
become  a  charge  against  the  State  Agency  Fund. 

Your  Committee  will  make  an  oral  report  upon  such  subjects  as  it 
deems  inexpedient  to  embrace  in  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  B.  ALEXANDER. 
J.  M.  MEWBORNE, 

Committee  Present. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  next  read  his  report,  which  is  as 
follows: 

Brother  President— The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  hardest  to  the 
organization  that  it  has  ever  experienced.  The  crops  were  generally 
very  poor;  prices  obtained  were  below  the  cost  of  production;  money 
scarce,  and,  consequently,  rates  of  interest  high.  All  of  which  had  its 
effect  upon  each  individual  member  of  our  Order.  Thousands  of  our 
people  who  are  true  to  Alliance  principles  have  been  suspended  for  non- 
payment of  dues.  This  seems  to  some  as  a  poor  excuse,  but  yet  we 
know  that  there  are  a  great  many  of  our  people,  who  handle  but  little 
money  from  their  labor,  and  when  they  do  get  hold  of  it,  there  are  so 
many  needs  for  its  immediate  use  in  their  homes,  that  the  Sub-»Alliance 
does  not  get  it.  If  prices  had  been  but  fair  for  farm  products,  1  believe 
that  the  Order  would  have  been  stronger  numerically  25  per  cent, 
than  it  was  one  year  ago.  Only  (35  Sub-Alliances  have  surrendered 
their  charters  since  the  first  one  was  issued  in  1887,  10  of  these  in  the 
last  year;  while  we  have  added  to  our  number  23  new  Sub- Alliances 
since  the  meeting  at  Morehead  City  one  year  ago,  making  the  number 
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in  all  on  our  book  2,244  which  have  been  organized  in  the  State.  While 
the  organization  is  not  so  large  numerically  as  it  was  one  year  ago,  yet 
those  who  are  on  our  rolls  are  closer  identified  with  the  demands;  are 
more  of  a  unit  on  the  things  essential,  and  the  order  is  really  stronger. 
More  reading  matter  has  been  carried  into  their  homes  and  the  educa- 
tion of  our  people  upon  economic  questions  has  never,  in  the  same 
length  of  time,  been  so  great.  This  has  not  simply  gone  on  in  our  ranks, 
but,  like  good  Samaritans,  as  all  true  Alliancemen  are,  education  has  been 
extended  through  their  efforts  throughout  the  rural  districts  wherever 
a  Sub-Alliance  has  been  organized.  It  is  now  reaching  into  the  towns  and 
villages,  and  thousands  there  are  being  converted  to  the  correctness  of 
our  demands.  I  regret  that  during  the  past  summer  and  fall  that 
speakers  could  not  be  supplied  for  the  many  calls  made  on  me.  In  many 
cases  time  was  not  given,  and  in  other  cases  the  speakers  were  unavoid- 
ably hindered  from  being  present  after  arrangements  had  been  made. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  August  7,  there  were 
26  County  Alliances  that  had  failed  to  make  their  reports  or  send  in 
their  dues.  The  majority  of  the  county  secretaries  had  reported  in  less 
than  ten  days.  There  seemingly  should  be  no  excuse  for  this  neglect  of 
duty,  as  it  keeps  the  Executive  Committee  from  getting  a  full  review 
of  the  situation,  and  of  great  trouble  to  your  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  following  is  my  report  of  receipts  and  disbursements: 

RECEIPTS. 

Fees  and  Dues  September  30,  1891 $1,844  85 

"     December  31.  1891 1,744  65 

"     March  31,  1892 1,889  50 

"    June30,  1892.. 1,286  93 

From  all  other  sources,  including  $49.99  from  J.  D. 

Allen,  Ex-Treasurer 4,449  34 

$11,215  27 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  Lecturing ....$4,364  18 

President's  Salary 300  00 

President's  Expenses 512  15 

W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee's  Salary  and  Postage 760  19 

Executive  Committee's  Expenses  four  Meetings 223  36 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 982  91 

Secretary-Treasurer's  Salarv 1,100  00 

ForClerkHire 600  00 

Rents,  Coal,  etc 131  65 

.mount  Refunded  Person  County 10  00 

Ss amp  Account,  Secretary 394  89 

Paid  Delegates  to  Morehe'ad 946  02 

$10,325  35 

Balance  on  hand $    889.92 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  BARNES, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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The  Business  Agent  next  made  his  Annual  Report  which  is 
as  follows : 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  August  8,  1892. 
To  the  Secretary  of  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance : 

In'  making  this  my  third  annual  statement  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Business  Agency,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  in  some  lines  our  business 
has  greatly  increased  in  volume,  and  had  our  cotton  trade  in  fertilizers 
been  equal  to  last  year,  we  would  have  a  larger  showing  than  ever. 

The  very  low  price  of  cotton  caused  the  fertilizer  trade  to  be  very  light 
in  the  cotton  district,  while  in  the  tobacco  district  it  was  increased. 

There  were  some  of  our  agents  that  have  handled  other  guanos,  and 
said  the  reason  that  they  did  so  they  could  not  make  money  on  the 
"Farmers  Alliance  Official,"  and  could  on  brands  not  so  well  known  to 
the  brethren.  I  would  recommend  that  the  same  brokerage  be  allowed 
all  the  agents  who  deliver  fertilizer  this  jrear,  as  per  resolution  passed 
one  year  ago,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  recommend  that  none  of  its  mem- 
bers buy  any  fertilizer  from  any  firm  cr  manufacturer  who  will  not  con- 
tract with  your  State  Agent  to  give  same  terms  and  prices  as  they  do 
their  local  agents  and  best  customers — then  put  a  brokerage  of  fifty 
cents  per  ton,  one-half  to  be  paid  to  agent  for  handling  it  and  the  other 
half  to  the  State  Executive  Committee  to  pay  expenses  of  Business 
Agent's  office,  and  to  keep  Lecturers  in  the  field. 

We  have  had  one  class  of  persons  that  have  troubled  us  very  much; 
they  are  the  commercial  drummers.  They  visit  Alliance  Stores  and 
stores  kept  by  our  agents,  and  do  all  they  can  by  holding  out  induce- 
ments to  sub- Agents  to  buy  from  them,  so  that  they  may  kill  the  State 
Agency  and  then  have  it  their  own  way. 

Our  sewing-machine  sales  have  not  been  as  large  this  year  as  last.  The 
first  years  sales  amounted  to  sixty  (60)  machines;  the  second  year  four 
hundred  and  fourteen  (414);  and  the  third  year,  the  present  year,  we 
have  sold  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  (893),  making  the  total  number 
of  machines  sold  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (867). 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee  I  sent  out  new  bonds  last 
December  to  all  sub-Business  Agents,  asking  them  to  make  justified 
bonds  to  me  by  doing  so  they  could  get  goods  on  thirty  (30)  days  time, 
the  same  as  Countjr  Agents. 

We  have  between  250  and  300  of  said  bonds  in  our  office,  and  they  have 
done  quite  a  large  amount  of  trade.  Their  orders  have  been  smaller  than 
last  year,  but  we  have  reached  many  of  our  brethren  this  year  that  we 
did  not  before.    This  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  many  Sub-Alliances. 

In  obedience  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fertilizer  at  More- 
head  City  last  year  I  make  the  following  report:  I  issued  a  circular 
letter  to  all  manufacturers,  who  sold  goods  in  North  Carolina  last 
year,  asking  them  to  make  me  an  offer  on  their  own  goods  and  to  bid 
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or  our  regular  formula.  Seventy-nine  (79)  were  written  to;  ei^ht 
'ffered  to  furnish  us,  eighteen  declined,  and  the  remainder  did  not  favor 
is  with  a  reply.  I  gave  the  contract  to  the  Durham  Fertilizer  Company 
if  Durham,  North  Carolina,  as  their  bid  was  best  for  the  farmers.  I 
lave  sent  inclosed  circular  letter  to  all  parties  whose  name  appears  on 
)epart'ment  Bulletin,  and  have  with  me  the  replies  that  I  have  received. 

have  thought  it  best  to  close  the  contract  with  the  Durham  Fertilizer 
"ompany,  who  have  made  our  guano  for  the  past  three  years. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  there  was  a  suit  pending  by  the  Department 
f  Agriculture  vs.  Durham  Fertilizer  Company,  for  the  seizure  of  sixty- 
ne  (61)  bags  of  Farmers'  Alliance  Official  Guano,  and  as  the  Alliance 
Jommittee  passed  upon  my  action  in  the  case,  I  will  report  that  I  attended 
be  suit  at 'Oxford,  and  after  the  Department  of  Agriculture  examined 
woof  its  witnesses,  they  admitted  that  they  could  not  get  along  and 
fould  take  a  nonsuit,  as  they  could  not  establish  the  first  issue.  The 
ourt  gave  judgment  against  them  for  costs,  and  they  took  an  appeal 
hat  we  have  not  heard  from. 

There  is  a  large  class  of  good  citizens  in  our  State  who  are  with  us  in 
ur  reform  movement,  and  would  be  active  members  in  the  order  but 
3r  the  fact  that  their  church  relations  forbid  them  from  belonging  to 
ny  secret  organization.  I  would  recommend  that  those  who  are  eligible 
e  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  our  trade  arrangements  by  paying 
ae  regular  fee  for  entrance  and  annual  dues,  and  that  they  be  made 
onorary  members,  having  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  the 
Jliance,  except  they  cannot  participate  in  our  private  meetings.  They 
rould  add  strength  to  our  Order. 

I  would  recommend  that  Article  on  Business  Agency,  page  28,  be  so 
mended  that  your  State  Business  Agent  can  sell,  to  those  outside  the 
dliance  at  an  advance  over  Alliancemen,  and  pay  the  same  taxes  to  the 
tate  that  others  doing  the  same  business  pay.  For  instance,  take  the 
gency  of  Agricultural  Machinery:  it  is  much  the  best  to  have  the  entire 
ontrol  of  the  State  than  partial  control. 

Life  insurance  is  a  very  prudent  way  of  providing  for  wife  and  chil- 
ren,  many  of  us  think. 

I  accepted  a  proposition  from  the  Philadelphia  Mutual  Life  Associa- 
ion  to  insure  at  20  per  cent,  discount  the  first  year.  It  was  not  a 
access,  as  many  of  the  brethren  do  not  care  to  insure,  and  so  many 
thers  who  do  want  insurance  cannot  raise  the  money. 

The  State  Alliance  did  not  lose  anything  at  all  by  the  trial.  I  now 
rish  to  annul  any  connection  with  it  and  the  State  Alliance. 

I  suppose  there  will  be  something  presented  on  insurance,  perhaps 
lore  acceptable. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  Section  3,  Article  13,  be  amended  by 
trikiDg  out  the  word  "fifty"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  "twenty-five." 

I  herewith  submit  a  partial  list  of  articles  of  merchandise  ordered  by 
le  during  the  past  year: 
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Partial  List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  ordered  by  W.  H.  Worth, 
State  Business  Agent  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  from 
August  1st,  1891,  to  August  1st,  1892:  • 


Pounds. 

Ship-stuff    150,200 

Bacon 51,200 

Lard 11,965 

Rice 25,100 

Gaudy 2,515 

Spices 4,685 

Tobacco  5,400 

Hay 40,000 

Barrels. 

Flour 1,255 

Sugar 1,335 

Molasses ..  184 

Pork 134 

Fish  _'_.__    60 

Oil 95 

Potatoes 801 

Bushels. 

Meal -.  1,214 

Wheat 893 

Rye 250 

Oats 2.585 

Clover  seed 717 

Grass  seed 812 

Peas 152 


Coffee 
Salt... 


Bags. 
453 

805 


Tons. 

Bone  meal 36 

Land  plaster ....  89 

Cotton-seed  meal 49 

Lime  and  Cement  (barrels).  125 

Alliance  Guano  ... 11.826 

Acid  Phosphate 519 


Soda 

Starch 

Soap 

Lye 

Axle  grease 
Matches  . . . 

Cheese 

Crackers 


Kegs. 
271 


Boxes. 

65 

128 

:  90 

63 

51 

89 

85 

43 

Sundries. 

Sewing-machines 393 

Stoves ...•. 152 

Wagons  75 

Buggies 40 

Organs 18 

Road-carts 30 

Farm  bells '    127 

Cane  and  cider  mills  ..  22 

Hay  rakes .....  19 

Mowers. 18 

Iron  safes 14 

Horse  shoes  (kegs)  ...   97 

Nails  (kegs) 260 

Sets  of  harness 45 

Plows  .. 700 

Plow  standards 86 

Wings ... 350 

Landslides 700 

Plow  points 6,878 

Hoes,  shovels  and  forks 

(dozen) 930 

Fruit  jars  (dozen) 131 

Saddles... 17 

Bagging  (yards) 23,556 

Ties  (bundles) 281 

Feed  cutters 82 

Iron  gates .  28 

Scales 15 

.Barbed  wire  (pounds) 12,800 

Coil  rope 35 

Binding  twine  (pounds)  ...  650 

Peanut  bags 1.565 


Soda 

Sundry  Articles. 
Lemons,  cigars  and  cheroots,  canned  vegetables,  canned  fruits,  canned 
meats,  extracts  lemon,  etc.,  blueing,  knives  and  forks,  watches  and  clocks, 
toilet  sets,  guns,  furniture,  razors,  medicines,  tin  roofing,  leather,  back- 
bands,  trace-chains,  single-trees,  hames,  etc. 

Gross  sales  1890 $  324,473.17 

Gross  sales  1891.... 494,195.00 

'    Gross  sales  1892.. ..    332,244.72 


Gross  sales  for  three  years 

Respectfully  submitted. 


$1,150,912.89 

W.  H.  WORTH, 

State  Business  Agent. 
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The  Trustee  made  the  following  Report: 

TRUSTEE'S  REPORT. 

Your  Trustee  regrets  to  report  so  many  accounts  uncollected.  He  has 
appealed  to  the  debtors  and  written  to  the  Lecturers,  but  they  have 
given  little  attention  to  the  appeals.  He  has  Befrained  from  going  into 
the  courts  against  the  brothers,  as  our  Constitution  seems  to  forbid  it, 
and  he  might  be  thrown  out  with  costs  to  pay  and  thus  increase  amount 
of  loss. 

Sections,  Article  6  of  the  Constitution  says:  "It  is  deemed  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Order  for  brethren  to  go  to  law  with  each  other."  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  a  deliverance  from  the  Alliance,  as  to  whether 
this  prohibits  the  Trustee  and  Business  Agent  from  resorting  to  the  law 
in  collecting  delinquent  accounts,  and  limits  us  agents  and  their  bonds- 
men. 

In  the  event  the  Alliance  authorizes  sureties  at  law  for  collection,  I 
recommend  that  the  State  Business  Agent  be  directed  to  close  the  ac- 
counts of  J.  W.  Miller  and  W.  M.  Murrill.  They  dispute  the  accounts, 
hence  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  them  present,  and  it  seems  un- 
necessary to  have  the  expense  of  the  Trustee's  transportation  additional. 

Cotton  bagging  seems  unsaleable  for  anything,  unless  it  be  rag  stock 
for  paper,  and  for  this  will  bring  very  little.  The  Business  Agent  and 
Trustee  have  made  strenuous  efforts  to  accomplish  sales,  but,  as  the 
reports  show,  with  little  result.  The  Trustee  has  therefore  determined, 
subject  to  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  reimburse  the  fund 
from  outstanding  accounts  and  turn  in  receipts  from  sales  as  they  occur, 
as  profits  or  increase  from  the  fund.  Cotton  bagging  was  the  greatest 
mistake  the  Alliance  has  ever  made.  The  factories  having  sold  output 
for  three  months,  made  all  possible  for  December,  and  it  was  not 
received  until  too  late  for  use.  This  has  been  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 
The  brethren  would  have  used  it  at  the  sacrifice  if  it  had  been  received 
in  time. 

There  are  frequent  applications  to  the  Trustee  for  return  of  money 
contributed  to  the  Fund,  several  hundred  having  been  received  this 
year.  There  is  no  provision  for  return  of  contributions,  except  on  dis- 
solution of  State  Alliance.  The  Trustee's  bond  would  be  responsible 
for  any  money  so  returned. 

There  are  also  suggestions  sometimes  to  have  it  used  as  a  Cash  Fund 
in  the  hands  of  the  State  Business  Agent.  Under  the  conditions  which 
it  was  contributed  this  is  impossible.  Contributions  were  not  made  until 
the  plan  was  formulated,  and  for  the  purposes  therein  set  forth  it  can- 
not be  divested  without  violation  of  conditions,  and  would  be  dangerous 
to  the  Trustee  and  his  bondsmen.  If  any  change  is  desired,  I  suggest 
the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  obtain  authority  by  law  for 
the  action.     If  indeed  they  can  do  so,  any  attempt  to  change  would,  I 
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fear,  lead  to  efforts  to  withdraw  contributions,- and  perhaps  destruction 
of  the  Fund.    I  can  see  no  better  or  safer  way  than  at  present  used,  and 
believe  we  have  the  best  business  system  of  all  the  State  Alliances.       * 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  GRAHAM, 
Trustee. 

V 

trustee's  partial  report. 

Contributions,  last  report.  2,041 

Vouchers  amounting  to $34,992.32 

Received  during  the  year  two  vouchers 6.00 

Total  vouchers  2,043,  amounting  to $34,998.32 

CONTENTS. 

32,750  N.  C.  four  per  cent,  bonds,  cost $31,675  68 

Cash  in  hand  State  Business  Agent 468.14 

Accounts  State  Business  Agent  for  collection 650.20 

Cotton  bagging  accounts 917.18 

Loan 500.00 

Cash '787.12 

Total $34,998.32 

President's  message  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Report  of  Business  Agent  referred  to  Committee  on  Busi- 
ness Agency. 
£  The  following  committees  were  appointed  by  the  President: 

On,  Constitution  and  By-Laws — Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson,  Rev.  J.  T.  B. 
Hoover,  W.  A.  White,  Eugene  Wilson,  T.  L.  Vail,  James  Bond,  M.  W. 
White,  F.  Ash  ton  and  E.  A.  Moye. 

On  Business  Agency — J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Pat.  H.  Massey,  J.  B.  Smith, 
A.  C.  Wentz,  L.  C.  Perkinson,  J.  A.  Walker,  W.  G.  Cox  and  H.  E. 
Hodges. 

On  Demands  and  Resolutions — J.  F.  Click,  W.  D.  Stokes,  W.  W. 
Drew,  J.  E.  W.  Sugg,  S.  T.  Hinshaw,  R.  M.  Crumpler,  R.  T.  Rush,  J.  Z. 
Green,  C.  T.  Davis,  W.  G.  Cox  and  H.  E.  Hodges. 

Miscellaneous  Committee — Ralph  Howland,  E.  P.  Hauser,  William 
Byrd,  R.  L.  Wolff,  R.  L.  Hamer,  D.  W.  Lindsey.  E.  D.  Thompson,  W.  T. 
Colvard  and  John  W   Miller; 
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Committee  on  'Education — W.  J.  Rogers,  Drew  Dixon,  W.  J.  Sutton, 
R.  S.  Green,  Jr.,  Dave  Palmer,  F.  B.  Brown,  A.  J.  Sherrill,  Dudley  Paul 
and  W.  O.  Baber. 

Special  Committee  to  ask  for  Extension  of  Time  on  Railroads — J.  B. 
Smith,  M.  W.  White  and  J.  H.  Gilbreth. 

Committee  on  Plan  of  Relief — J.  F.  Brinson,  J.  A.  Stevens,  M.  H. 
MeBryde,  N.  T.  Raiuey,  A.  C.  Wentz,  I.  W.  Hocut  and  T.  E,  McCaskey. 

Brother  J.  M.  Mewborne  asked  that  a  Committee  of  Inves- 
tigation, .consisting  of  five  members,  be  appointed  to  take 
under  consideration  the  matter  between  the  Progressive 
Farmer  and  the  Executive  Committee,  which  was  allowed, 
and  was  as  follows:  N.  C.  English,  J.  M.  Wellborn,  James 
Bond,  E.  D.  Weaver  and  John  Amnions. 

A  motion  was  made  and  adopted  for  Memorial  Exercises 
to  be  held  for  one  hour  to-night  after  the  address  of  Dr.  C.  W. 
Macune. 

Nothing  else  appearing,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  meet 
Wednesday  morning,  the  10th,  at  9  o'clock. 


Tuesday   Night. 

Dr.  Macune,  at  the  appointed  hour,  addressed  the  public 
on  economic  questions  in  a  very  forcible  and  elegant  man- 
ner, quite  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  being  present. 

The  hour  for  Memorial  Exercises  having  arrived,  short 
heart  felt  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.-  Macune,  President 
Butler,  Vice-President  Long  and  many  others  on  the  life  and 
many  virtues  of  President  L.  L.  Polk,  and  the  Secretary  was 
requested  to  set  aside  a  page  in  the  proceedings  as  a  memo- 
rial page. 
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SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  August  10,  1892. 

The  President  called  the  Alliance  to  order  promptly  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m.  Prayer  was  made  by  Bro.  Byrd,  of  Harnett. 
Then  the  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  9th,  which  were 
adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  made  the  following  report: 
That  the  delegates  from  eighty-nine  counties  were  present 
and  entitled  to  seats.     The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Resolution  "A"  was  read  and  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-laws. 

Resolution  "B"  relative  to  expenses  of  the  State  Alliance 
was  read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-laws. 

Resolutions  "C"  "D"  and  "E"  on  legislation,  were  read  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committee  on 
Order  of  Business  for  Sub-  and  State  Alliance:  O.  W.  Sutton 
and  others. 

Resolution  "F"  was  read  and  referred  to  Committee  on 
Corporation  and  Relief. 

Resolution  "G"  to  amend  the  Constitution,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-laws. 

Resolution  "H"  on  Organ  for  State  Alliance,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-laws. 

The  State  Lecturer  made  the  following  report: 

Brasstown,  N.  C,  August  6,  1892 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren  of  the 

North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

Allow  me  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  as  Lecturer  of  our  noble 
Order. 

Permit  me  to  begin  my  report  with  an  apology.  Sickness  and  death 
in  my  family  this  year  have  prevented  me  from  doing  the  work  I  con- 
templated when  elected.  Having  lost  my  oldest  daughter  in  March  and 
my  youngest  in  July  following,  my  expectations  and  hopes  for  canvas- 
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ing  the  entire  State  were  blasted,  but  I  have  visited  about  sixty  counties 
of  the  State,  and  while  I  found  the  Order  in  most  of  these  counties  in 
better  condition  than  I  had  expected,  yet  it  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be, 
or  will  be  in  the  future,  provided  we  make  no  serious  mistakes. 

The  attention  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  the  discussion  of  Alliance 
principles,  and  the  courtesy  and  kindness  paid  me,  is  sufficient  to  con- 
vince anyone  that  the  people  are  in  dead  earnest  for  reform.  We,  the 
toilers  and  bread-winners  of  the  land,  have^been  laboring  under  many 
disadvantages,  the  real  nature  and  cause  of  which  we  are  just  beginning 
to  learn,  and  now  the  evidence  and  hope  of  a  brighter  day  may  cause 
us  to  run  too  fast,  and  thus  destroy  our  opportunities  to  accomplish  our 
ends  and  purposes. 

So  brethren,  let  prudence,  judgment  and  conservatism  characterize 
our  every  action  in  this  our  annual  session  of  the  State  Alliance.  It  is 
a  conceded  fact  by  all  parties,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  if  the  Alliance 
pulls  through  the  breakers  of  this  political  campaign,  her  success  is 
assured,  on  the  other  baud  if  she  flounders,  our  hopes  are  blasted. 

No  organization  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge  has  made  such  won- 
derful progress  as  ours,  considering  our  opportunities.  Let  the  good 
work  continue. 

Below  I  give  the  amount  paid  the  State  and  District  Lecturers  for  the 
year  1892. 

J.  S.  Bell,  State  Lecturer. . $    644  89 

1st  District,  J.  F.  Brinson... ..  312  50 

2d  District,  J.  M.  Mewborne.. 266  00 

3d  District,  Geo.  Willcox.... 186  00 

4th -District,  Dr.  D.  R.  Parker 216  00 

5th  District,  Rev.  P.  H.  Massey -  216  00 

6th  District,  Dr.  M.  M.  Culbreth . 144  00 

7th  District,  A.  C.  Shuford -217  00 

8th  District,  Dr.  L.  N.Durham 152  66 

9th  District,  J.  S.  Davis. '  228  00 

Special  Lecture  Work: 

J.  T.  B.  Hoover 182  00 

Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell 176  00 

Amount  paid  to  A.  Leazar  for  services  after  State  meeting  of 

1891 104  00 

To  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell  for  1891 ,  for  3d  District 68  00 

P.  H.  Massey  for  1891,  4thDistrict 192  00 

Dr.  L.  N.  Durham  for  1891,  8th  District ..._.:.  32  00 

J.  B.  Smith  for  1891,  5th  District i 24  00 

C.  C.  Wright,  Assistant   State  Lecturer 214  25 

Total $  2,940  41 

2 
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All  money  paid  out  for  lecturing  for  the  year  1891,  was  for  services 
rendered  after  State  Meeting  at  Moorehead  City,  August,  1891. 

It  would  be  claiming  too  much  for  frail  ignorant  humanity  to  say 
that  no  mistakes  had  been  made,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  brotherhood  have  been  met. 

Now  brethren,  in  conclusion,  let  me  again  admonish  you,  or  rather  us, 
to  act  wisely,  and  let  us  rise  above  personalities  and  personal  prefer- 
ences for  the  good  of  suffering  humanity.  And  may  the  God  of  our 
fathers  and  the  God  o*f  justice  guide  us  safely  into  the  port,  where 
equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none  shall  be  the  burden  of 
our  song. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  8.  BELL, 
State  Lecturer  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

The  report  of  the  Special  Investigating  Committee  in 
regard  to  the  misunderstanding  between  The  Progressive  Far- 
mer and  Executive  Committee,  was  received  and  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Farmers''  State  Alliance: 

We,  your  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  causes  or  cause  of 
any  apparent  difference  between  the  State  Executive  Committee  and 
the  management  of  The  Progressive  Farmer ,  have  performed  the  duties 
imposed  upon  us  by  the  Alliance,  and  beg  permission  to  report  as  follows: 
That  we  have  heard  with  patience  and  attention  the  statements  of 
both  parties,  and  find  there  is  no  difference  or  issue  between  them,  and 
that  each  party  in  the  matter  acted,  as  we  believe,  in  the  line  of  what 
they  conceived  to  be  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

The  spirit  and  conduct  of  these  brethren  in  the  premises  and  before 
the  Committee,  is  worthy  of  emulation  by  the  membership  of  our 
organization. 

N.  C.   ENGLISH,   Chairman. 
J.  M.  WELBOKN, 
JAMES   BOND, 
E.  D.  WEAVER. 
JOHN  AMMONS. 

Resolution  "I"  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and 
Resolutions. 

Resolution  "J"  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 
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Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-laws  made  a  report  as 
follows : 

For  Resolutions  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  5,  6  and  9,  they  offered  a 
substitute,  and  the  substitute  was  amended  b}'  Bro.  Bell,  and 
the  motion,  amendment  and  substitute  were  defeated. 

The  Alliance  adjourned  for  dinner  till  2:30  p.  m. 


Afternoon  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Butler 
promptly  at  2:30  p.  m. 

After  an  explanation  by  Bro.  Graham,  a  motion  was  made 
by  him  to  allow  the  delegate  from  Cleveland  County  to  be 
seated,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
which  had  not  been  finished  in  morning  session,  was  taken 
up  and  the  resolution  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Steward 
was  adopted.  Also,  the  resolution  to  abolish  the  State  Lec- 
ture Bureau  was  adopted. 

That  part  of  the  President's  message  in  regard  to  ratio  of 
representation  to  the  State  Alliance  was  reported  adversely 
by  the  Committee,  which  was  sustained  by  the  State  Alliance. 

Resolution  to  amend  that  part  of  the  Constitution,  Art.  10, 
which  relates  to  the  mileage  and  per  diem  of  officers  and  del- 
egates, is  as  follows :  No  change  as  to  President's  salary.  The 
salary  of  Secretary-Treasurer  remains  as  before,  with  a  limit 
to  clerical  assistance  to  $250  per  annum.  The  mileage  and 
per  diem  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  as  follows: 
Actual  transportation  expenses  and  three  dollars  per  day, 
with  reasonable  compensation  for  postage  and  stationery. 
That  part  of  the  section  relative  to  per  diem  of  delegates  is 
unchanged;  the  mileage  was  reduced  to  actual  transporta- 
tion expenses. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  made  a  fur- 
ther report,  which  was  placed  on  the  calendar. 
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Resolution  "K,"  with  reference  to  organ,  was  referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  "  L"  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

Resolution  "M"  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

Resolution  "N"  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  "  0"  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Bro.  Ward  ell  relative  to  Alliance 
Aid  Society,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws.  .  » 

That  part  of  President's  message  relating  to  defunct  Alli- 
ances and  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  was  reported  favorably  by  the  Committee,  and  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  :  A  section  to  be  added  and  to  be 
known  as  Sec.  9,  Art.  5  of  Constitution  :  "  Sub-Alliances  who 
have  forfeited  or  surrendered  their  charters  may  be  re-organ- 
ized by  making  application  to  Secretary  State  Alliance,  which 
application  shall  be  accompanied  b\r  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  for 
each  member  who  signs  such  application.  On  receipt  of  such 
application  accompanied  by  fees,  the  Secretary  shall  forward 
to  the  Sub-Alliance  a  duplicate  of  their  old  or  new  charter, 
provided  that  not  less  than  five  shall  make  application." 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported 
adversely  on  Resolutions  "Y,"  "A"  and  "B,"  and  recom- 
mended that  they  do  not  pass,  and  on  motion,  they  were  tabled. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Order  of  Business  was  read 
and  adopted  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  to  report  a  Form  of  Business  for  the  Sub- Alliance, 
respectfully  reports  the  following: 

FORM   OF   BUSINESS   FOR  THE   SUB-ALLIANCE. 

1.  Recording  those  present. 

2.  Reading,  correcting  and  adopting  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

3.  Applications  for  membership. 

4.  Reports  of  Investigating  Committees. 

5.  Balloting. 
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6.  Initiations. 

7.  Lecturing. 

y.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees  and  their  disposition, 
it.   Reports  of  Special  Committees  and  their  disposition 

10.  Unfinished  Business. 

11.  Is  there  any  member  sick  or  in  distress?' 

12.  Business  with  County  Alliance. 

13.  New  Business. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

O.  W.  SUTTON. 

( )n  motion,  the  election  of  officers  was  set  for  9  o'clock  p.  m., 
which  was  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE. 

Members  present — Elias  Carr,  Chairman;  Dr.  N.  M.  Culbreth,  W.  C. 
Connell,  M.  G.  Gregory. 

Art.  VI,  sec.  2.     Case,  Trustee  v.  various  debtors  to  B.  A.  Fund. 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  report  of 
the  Trustee  concerning  power  to  bring  suit  in  courts  against  brethren 
who  are  delinquents  in  payment  of  accounts,  recommend  that  above 
(Art,  VI,  sec.  2)  be  amended  by  adding  at  end  of  section,  "  but  if  this 
fails,  then  the  courts  of  law  may  be  resorted  to  in  the  settlement  of  the 
matter."     Recommendation  adopted. 

1.  With  reference  to  bringing  suits  against  parties  mentioned  by  Bro. 
Worth,  we  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee 
for  such  action  as  they  deem  advisable.  Referred  to  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

2.  We  recommend  for  the  present  that  no  change  be  made  in  the 
B.  A.  Fund,  and  that  any  change  be  left  with  the  Legislative  Committee, 
with  power  to  consult  counsel  and  recommend  to  the  Legislature  any 
amendments  necessary  in  the  act  of  incorporation  to  carry  into  effect 
any  proposed  change  of  the  conduct  of  the  fund,  and  the  Trustee  obtain 
from  the  Alliances  and  members  contributing  to  the  fund,  their  wishes 
as  to  any  changes  or  amendments  to  said  fund,  and  report  to  the  Legis- 
lative Committee. 

Case,  Pinnacle  Alliance,  No.  2,214  v.  Independent  Alliance,  No.  2,235. 
That  the  same  be  dismissed  for  the  want  of  proper  papers  and  juris- 
diction in  the  case.     Case  dismissed. 

3.  The  fact  of  there  being  no  constitutional  provision  or  other  authority 
for  providing  for  meetings  of  this  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing questions  presented  for  its  decision,  we  recommend  that  its  chair- 
man be  empowered  to  call  said  Committee,  when  in  his  judgment  it 
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shall  be  necessary,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  the  per  diem  and  mileage 
paid  delegates  to  State  Alliance,  provided  the  said  Committee  does  not 
meet  of tener  than  twice  in  twelve  months. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ELIAS  CARR,  Chairman. 
Recommendation  Adopted. 

Resolution  "P"  was  refered  to  Committee  on  Relief. 

Resolution  "R"  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

Resolutions  4,  2  and  18  were  taken  from  calendar  and 
tabled. 

Resolution  "S,"  in  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  St.  Louis 
demands,  as  adopted  at  the  St.  Louis  Conference,  which  was 
amended  by  adding  State  demands,  was  set  as  special  order 
for  8: 30  o'clock. 

Resolution  "  T,"  to  limit  debate  on  demands  to  five  minutes, 
was  amended  to  limit  debate  to  two  minutes.  The  amend- 
ment was  lost.     The  resolution  was  then  withdrawn. 

Brother  McCaskey  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  for  the 
demands  to  be  the  special  order  for  8:  30  o'clock,  and  that  the 
discussion  should  begin  at  once,  but  that  the  vote  be  not 
taken  till  special  hour  set  at  night  session.     Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Business  Agency  then  made  a  report, 
and,  on  motion,  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  which 
is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  We,  your  Committee  on  Business  Agency,  have  taken  into 
consideration  those  methods,  as  reported  by  the  Business  Agent,  which 
are  detrimental  to  the  success  of  this  Agency,  find  that  a  chief  cause  of 
want  of  perfect  success  lies  in  the  fact  that  many  of  our  County  Busi- 
ness Agents  are  dealing  in  other  brands  of  goods,  especially  fertilizers, 
that  do  not  allow  any  per  cent,  to  this  Agency;  therefore, 

We  do  recommend  that  the  matter  be  brought  before  the  Sub- Alli- 
ances, and  that  these  Agents  be  urged  to  deal  only  through  the  State 
Agency. 

We  recommend  that  this  Convention  re-affirm  the  resolution  adopted 
at  Morehead  last  year,  pertaining  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  fertilizers 
through  our  Business  Agency,  and  that  we  urge  that  this  resolution  be 
read  before  every  Sub-Alliance  in  the  State  by  their  respective  Secreta- 
ries, and  that  the  County  and  Sub- Lecturers  explain    the  same.     And 
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that  we  cannot  insist  too  strongly  that  our  Business  Agents,  both  Sub 
and  County,  also  Alliance  merchants,  confine  their  purchases  to  the 
State  Business  Agency. 

We  further  beg  leave  to  report,  that  after  a  full  enquiry  into  the 
methods  of  our  State  Business  Agency,  we  cannot  recommend  the  same 
too  highly  to  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  *>ur  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  membership  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  extend  to  the  various  manu- 
factories, carried  on  in  this  State  under  the  auspices  of  the  organization,  a 
liberal  patronage  and  support. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Secretary  read  the 
names  of  those «not  having  used  free  passes,  which  was  done. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  names  of  those  not 
having  used  free  passes  should  be  published  by  the  Secre- 
tary in  some  reform  paper. 

Resolution  "  N"  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  till  8:  30  o'clock  p.  m. 


Night  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Butler  at 
8:45. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions 
was  taken  up,  and  the  State  demands  were  read,  as  reported 
by  the  Committee,  and,  after  full  and  free  discussion,  they 
were  adopted  unanimously. 

STATE   DEMANDS. 

Whereas,  The  last  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  failed  to  pass 
a  bill  reducing  the  legal  rate  of  interest  to  6  per  cent. ;  and  whereas,  we 
endorse  the  position  of  those  who  used  their  efforts  and  votes  to  pass 
such  a  measure;  therefore, 

We  demand  of  our  General  Assembly  at  its  next  session  to  pass  a  bill 
reducing  the  legal  rate  of  interest  to  6  per  cent. 

We  demand  of  our  General  Assembly  at  its  next  session  the  passage  of 
a  secret  ballot  law,  with  a  provision  in  said  law  that  will  secure  to  voters 
who  cannot  read  an  opportunity  to  vote. 
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Whereas,  There  are  large  railroad  properties  and  interests  in  this  Stat'7 
now  escaping  taxation  in  whole  or  in  part;  and  whereas  further,  it  is  in 
the  province  of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  to  make  a  I 
property  in  the  State  bear  its  equal  burden  of  taxation;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina 
to  force,  as  far  as  is  in  its  power,  all  railroad  property  and  interests  that 
are  now  escaping  taxation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  pay  its  full  and  equal 
share  of  taxes  for  support  of  the  government  of  North  Carolina  as  th e 
property  of  farmers,  laborers  and  other  citizens  are  now  taxed. 

2.  That  we  demand  that  no  further  franchises  or  privileges  in  the  way 
of  amended  or  extended  charters  or  otherwise  be  granted  any  corpora- 
tion claiming  exemption  of  taxation,  until  such  corporation  or  corpora- 
tions make  a  complete  and  unqualified  surrender  of  any  claimed  exemp 
tion  from  taxation. 

Whereas,  it  is  believed  by  many  that  there  will  be  an  effort  to  repeal 
the  Railroad  Commission  Bill,  or  cripple  it  by  amendments;  therefore, 

We  demand  of  the  next  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  that  it 
shall  sustain  the  present  Railroad  Commission  Bill,  that  no  amendments 
lessening  or  hampering  the  power  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  passed, 
and  that  only  amendments  (if  any  at  all)  such  as  may  or  will  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  Commission  and  perfect  the  machinery  and  detail  > 
of  the  same,  shall  be  enacted  into  law. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  special  hour  for  elec- 
tion of  officers,  which  had  arrived,  should  be  postponed  until 
after  the  St.  Louis  demands  were  disposed  of. 

These  demands  were  then  taken  up,  and,  without  any  dis- 
cussion, were  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  of  the  Alliance. 

FINANCE. 

First. — We  demand  a  National  currency,  sound  and  flexible,  issued 
by  the  general  government  only,  a  full  legal  tender  for  all  debts,  public 
and  private;  and  that  without  the  use  of  banking  corporations  a  just 
equitable  and  efficient  means  of  distribution  direct  to  the  people  at  a  tax 
not  to  exceed  2  per  cent,  be  provided,  as  set  forth  in  the  Sub-Treasury 
plan  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  or  some  better  system:  also,  by  payments 
in  discharge  of  its  obligations  for  public  improvements.    " 

a.  We  demand  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver. 

b.  We  demand  that  the  amount  of  circulating  medium  be  speedily 
increased  to  not  less  than  $50  per  capita. 

c.  We  demand  a  graduated  income  tax. 

d.  We  believe  that  the  money  of  the  country  should  be  kept  as  much 
as  possible  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  hence  we  demand  all  National 
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and  State  revenue  shall  be  limited  to  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  gov- 
ernment economically  and  honestly  administered. 

e.  We  demand  that  postal  savings  banks  be  established  by  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  safe  deposit  of  the  earnings  of  the  people  and  to  facili- 
tate exchange.  . 

LAND. 

.  Second. — The  land,  including  all  the  natural  resources  of  wealth,  is 
the  heritage  of  all  the  people,  and  should  not  be  monopolized  for  specu- 
lative purposes,  and  alien  ownership  of  land  should  be  prohibited.  All 
land  now  held  by  railroads  and  other  corporations  in  excess  of  their 
actual  needs,  and  all  lands  now  owned  by  aliens,  should  be  reclaimed 
by  the  government  and  held  for  actual  settlers  only. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Third. — Transportation  being  a  means  of  exchange  and  a  public  neces- 
sity, the  government  should  own  and  operate  the  railroads  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  people. 

a.  The  telegraph  and  telephone,  like  the  postoffice  system,  being  a 
necessity  for  transmission  of  news,  should  be  owned  and  operated  by 
the  government  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 

The  special  hour  for  election  of  officers  was  the  next  thing 
in  order,  as  announced  by  the  President. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  all  persons  placed  in  nomi- 
nation for  officers  in  this  State  Alliance  should  define  their 
position  on  State  and  National  demands. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President Marion  Butler Sampson  County. 

Vice-President T.  B.  Long Buncombe  County. 

Secretary-Treasurer W.  S.  Barnes Wake  County. 

Lecturer Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson. .Onslow  County. 

Chaplain John  Amnions  ... Madison  County. 

Doorkeeper R.  A.  Henry Macon  County. 

Assistant  Doorkeeper  _.H.  E.  King Onslow  County. 

Sergeant-at-Ar ms . .  J.  S.  Holt Harnett  County. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  till  Thursday  morning 
9  o'clock. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 

fiounty.  Delegate.  Post-office. 

Alamance •_ L.   B.   McCauley Union  Ridge. 

Alleghany C.  vT.  Favvkes Topia. 

Anson ...J.  S.  Myers. Bennett. 

Ashe W.  J.  Colvard  . Jefferson. 

Alexander Westry  Laws ... .Kilby. 

Bertie  . James  Bond Windsor. 

Brunswick i W.  W.   Drew El  Paso. 

Beaufort H.  E.  Hodges Washington. 

Bladen W.  J.   Sutton .Elizabethtown. 

Buncombe.. E.  D.  Weaver. Weaverville. 

Burke C.  Murchison Penelope. 

Cartaret Ralph  Rowland Beaufort. 

Columbus J.  H.  Williamson.. Cerro  Gordo. 

Cumberland John  C.  Bain .Wade's. 

Currituck D.  W.   Lindsey Poplar  Branch. 

Chatham O.  D.  Palmer Gulf. 

Cabarrus, J.  B.   White Concord. 

Catawba J.  F.   Click Hickory. 

Caswell N.  T.  Rainey Estelle. 

Cleveland ...J.  Y.  Hamrick Boiling  Springs.! 

Craven Drew  Dixon Lema. 

Chowan M.  H.  Hughes Somerset. 

Caldwell S.  J.  Sherrill Lenoir. 

Camden.. W.  G.  Cox Old  Traps. 

Clay J.  T.  Piatt. Warren. 

Cherokee J.  A.   Kemsey Marble. 

Davie E.  C.  Smith.. .Farmington. 

Durham Pat.  H.  Massie Durham. 

Duplin O.  W.  Sutton Mt.  Olive. 

Davidson  . . . R.  S.  Green,  Jr Jimes. 

Edgecombe W.  D.  Stokes Battleboro. 

Franklin F.    Ashton ..Mapleville. 

Forsyth J.  W.   Speas. Vienna. 

Gates.. Riddick  Hoffler Bosley. 

Green John  E.  W.  Sugg .Snow  Hill. 

Granville A.  S.  Peace Oxford. 

Gaston E.  D.  Thompson.. Stanley  Creek. 

Guilford J .  B.  Smith Guilford  College 

Harnett .William   Byrd.. . Key. 

Halifax ..R.  A.  Hardy . Essex. 

Hyde Dr.  E.   H.Jones Lake  Comfort. 
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County.  Delegate.  Post-office. 

Hertford ..T.  Q.    Copeland Harrellsville. 

Henderson W.  C.  Connell...; Flat  Rock. 

Haywood A.  E.    Ward . . .  Tuscola. 

Iredell. M.  W.  White Miller. 

Johnston ..I.  W.  Hocut Earpsboro. 

Jones A.    P.  Barrow ...Oliver's. 

Jackson ...Daniel  Snider Webster. 

Lenoir E.  P.  Houser... ..Kinston. 

Lincoln. .J.  E.  Hoover Hull's  M  Roads. 

Madison John  Amnions Outlook. 

Macon R.  A.  Henry .  Eliijay. 

Mitchell Newton  Buchanan Bakersville. 

Martin T.  E.  McCaskey Darden's. 

McDowell M.  G.  Pendergrass Old  Fort. 

Mecklenburg T.  L.  Vail Charlotte. 

Montgomery. R.  T.    Rush Pekin. 

Moore S.  B.  Worthy Jonesboro. 

Nash J.  H.  Thorpe .Rocky  Mount. 

Northampton W.  J.  Rogers Margarettsville. 

Onslow Dr.  0.  Thompson Richlands. 

Orange Eugene  Wilson Chapel  Hill. 

Pamlico .Dudley  Paul Alliance. 

Pasquotank .H.  M.  Pritchard Elizabeth  City. 

Pender ..L.  H.  McClammy Scott's  Hill  (Absent.) 

Person Dr.  William  Merritt Bethel  Hill. 

Pitt E.  A.  Moye Greenville. 

Perquimans Alva  W.  Jordan ...Winfall. 

Randolph W.  A.  White Brunswick. 

Richmond M.  H.  McBride Laurinburg. 

Robeson L.  R.   Horner Fulmore. 

Rockingham J.  A.  Walker Monroeton. 

Rowan .F.  B.  Brown Enochville. 

Rutherford W.  O.  Baber Logan's  Store. 

Stanly W.  A.  Moody.. Copal  Grove. 

Sampson R.  M.  Grumpier... ..Vega. 

Surry R.  L.  Wolff Stony  Ridge. 

Stokes J.  G.  H.  Mitchell ....Dillard. 

Swain T.  H.  Parish Whittier. 

Transylvania ...John  W.  Mills.. Davidson  River. 

Tyrrell T.  W.  Swain --Bay. 

Union J.  Z.  Green Beaver  Dam. 

Vance. J.  H.  Gilbreth Kittrell. 

Wake A.  C.   Green Raleigh. 


28  PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SIXTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 

County.  Delegate.  Post-office. 

Warren] Rev.  L.  C.  Perkinson Vaughn's. 

Washington A.  C.  Wentz Roper. 

Watauga J.  C.  Horton Horton. 

Wayne  .. J.  A.  Stevens ..McClamniy. 

Wijkes.. J.  M.  Wellborn Wilkesboro. 

Wilson Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Hoover Elm  City. 

Yadkin S.  T.  Hinshaw. Chestnut  Ridge. 

Yancey C.  T.  Davis ...Bald  Creek. 


THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  August  11th,  1892. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Butler  at 
9:45  a.  m. 

Prayer  was  made  by  Bro.  Hoover,  of  Wilson  County,  the 
Chaplain  not  being  present,  who  was  assigned  that  duty. 

The  proceedings  of  Wednesday  were  read,  and  on  motion, 
were  adopted. 

President  appointed  a  committee  of  six  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, consisting  of  brothers  White,  Rodgers,  Weaver. 
Stokes,  Barrier  and  Hinshaw. 

Resolution  "V,"  in  regard  to  President's  salary,  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  State  President  shall  be  $200  per 
year  for  office  work,  with  necessary  stationery,  postage  and  traveling 
expenses;  and  for  what  lecturing  may,  in  his  and  the  judgment  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  be  necessary  for  him  to  do,  that  he  receive  three 
dollars  per  day  and  traveling  expenses. 

It  was  moved  by  Bro.  Howland  that  none  of  the  delegates 
be  excused  before  the  adjournment  of  this  body,  unless  on 
account  of  sickness  of  self  or  family,  which  was  amended  by 
Bro.  Green  that  no  delegate  be  paid  his  mileage  and  per 
diem  until  this  body  adjourned.     Adopted. 

Resolution  "Z"  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  was  adopted 
with  instructions  that  the  Secretary  forward  a  copy  of  them 
to  Mr.  Watson.     They  are  as  follows  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  now^in 
session,  endorse  the  course  of  Hon.  Thomas  Watson,  of  Georgia,  in  the 
present  Congress,  and  congratulate  the  people  of  the  United^States,  and 
especially  of  his  district,  that  they  have  a  man  who  cannot^be  intimi- 
dated by  the  powers  of  Wall  street. 

Resolution  20  referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Res- 
olutions. 

Resolution  12,  as  amended  and  adopted,  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  we  endorse  those  members  of  Congress  who  used  their 
influence  to  pass  the  "  Anti-Option  Bill." 

The  President  appointed  brothers  Mewborne,  English, 
Wilson  and  Long  a  Committee  on  Resolutions  relative  to 
the  death  of  Colonel  Polk. 

Resolution  No.  15,  introduced  by  Warren  County  Alliance, 
was  read  by  sections,  and  Section  1  was  recommitted: 

Section  2  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  we  hold  up  the  hands  of  the  Railroad  Commission. 

Section  3  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  To  secure  by  legislative  enactment  the  establishment  of  a 
house  of  correction  for  young  criminals. 

Section  4  was  adopted  as  follows: 

That  the  law  for  the  collection  of  agricultural  statistics  for  the  State 
be  abolished. 

Resolution  "  Q,"  in  regard  to  National  Aid  Society  was 
tabled. 

The  President  appointed  Brothers  Moye,  Bain  and  How- 
land  a  Committee  on  auditing  accounts  of  delegates. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned  till  2:30  o'clock,  p.  m. 
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Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  2:30  p.  m. 

By  request,  the  President  made  a  ruling  as  to  the  amend- 
ment as  per  mileage  of  delegates  and  other  members,  which 
was  as  follows :  That  the  change  in  the  Constitution  as  to 
actual  transportation  expenses  should  apply  to  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  W.  S.  Barnes,  section  10  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  amended  as  regards  the  transportation,  as  follows: 
"That  three  cents  per  mile  each  way  should  be  allowed  dele- 
gates for  private  teams,  used  in  getting  to  and  from  the 
State  Alliance." 

Moved  and  carried,  that  the  State  Alliance  adjourn  sine 
die  to  night  at  9  o'clock. 

Resolution  No.  21  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  State  Alliance  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  borrow  for  the  use  of  this  Alliance  $1,220 
from  the  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  to  repay  the  same 
from  the  receipts  of  the  office  of  Secretary-Treasurer  and  State  Business 
Agent,  above  necessary  expenses;  and  the  Trustee  is  authorized  to  with- 
hold interest  due  on  said  funds  to  Secretary-Treasurer's  office  until  same 
is  paid. 

Report  of  Memorial  Committee  on  the  death  of  Colonel 
L.  L.  Polk,  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote;  also  the  recommen- 
dations made  in  said  report,  and  are  as  follows: 

POLK   MEMORIAL— RESOLUTIONS  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

P  Whereas,  Under  the  dispensation  of  an  All-wise  Providence,  we  are 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  our  beloved  brother,  Leonidas  L. 
Polk,  President  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union  of 
America;  therefore, 

Resolved  1.  That  in  his  noble  life  and  service  were  embodied  the  char- 
acter of  a  patriotic  citizen,  a  faithful  soldier,  a  true  friend,  a  devout 
Christian  and  an  affectionate  and  loving  husband;  and 

2.  That  these  noble  attributes  of  his  unselfish  and  useful  life  we  hold 
up  as  an  example  worthy  the  emulation  of  every  true  lover  of  his  coun- 
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try,  of  the  welfare  of  society,  sacred  duty  to  his  Creator  and  Redeemer, 
and  every  lover  of  hearth  and  home. 

3.  That  his  magnetism  as  a  speaker  was  unsurpassed,  his  debating 
power  was  of  those  logical  reasoning  qualities  that  overcome  and 
silence  honest  opposition.  'Tis  true  he  had  the  right  to  contend  against, 
and  oppression  and  injustice  to  condemn.  Yet  he  developed  a  marked 
trait  in  the  character  of  the  true  leader,  which  shirked  no  responsibility 
in  debate,  but  on  the  contrary  courted  discussion  with  the  enemies  of 
his  platform,  which  was  equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none. 

4.  That  the  crowning  motive  of  his  useful  life  was  devotion  to  duty, 
in  relieving  the  oppressed  and  championing  the  cause  of  the  weak. 

5.  That  in  his  close  communion  with  his  Creator  he  realized  that  his 
end  was  not  far  distant,  and  in  his  noble  soul  were  born  these  words, 
which  found  utterance  and  were  so  beautifully  expressive  of  the  desire 
of  his  life,  when  he  said:  "  I  am  standing  now  just  behind  the  curtain 
and  in  full  glow  of  the  coming  sunset.  Behind  me  are  the  shadows  on 
the  track,  before  me  lies  the  dark  valley  and  the  river.  When  I  mingle 
with  its  dark  waters  I  want  to  cast  one  lingering  look  upon  a  country 
whose  government  is  of  the  people,  for  the  people,  and  by  the  people." 

6.  That  in  the  death  of  our  noble  brother,  we  can  in  truth  say  that 
his  death  is  a  National  calamity,  and  we  tender  to  the  down-trodden 
and  oppressed  of  every  State  in  the  Union  our  sympathy,  for  they  have 
lost  indeed  and  in  facta  valuable  friend.  To  his  family  words  fail  to 
express  our  feelings,  in  attempting  to  tender  them  our  heartfelt  sympa- 
thy. Their  loss  is  irreparable,  and  eachand  every  member  of  the  State 
Alliance,  of  which  he  was  the  acknowledged  head,  tenders  their  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  this  sad  hour  of  sorrow  and  mourning. 

7.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  to  The  Progressive  Farmer,  with  a,  request  that  the  papers 
of  the  State  copy;  also  a  copy  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  as  a  part  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

Your  Committee  on  Polk   Memorial  Association  recom- 
mend the  following: 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  most  heartily  approve  the  plan  of  the  Association 
to  raise  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  and  illustrious 
National  President. 

2.  That  we  request  the  Association  to  make  an  appeal  to  every  County 
and  Sub- Alliance  in  North  Carolina  for  aid. 

3.  That  we  ask  that  our  membership  respond  promptly  and  liberally 
to  said  call. 

4.  That  we  ask  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  our  sister  State  Alliances 
and  all  kindred  organizations  to  aid  the  Association  in  carrying  out  its 
objects.  J.  M.  MEWBORNE, 

Chairman  Polk  Memorial  Association. 
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Resolution  Xo.  22,  by  J.  A.  Stevens,  was  adopted  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Farmers' 
Alliance,  do  heartily  endorse  the  course  of  Hon.  S.  B.  Alexander  in  the 
present  Congress,  in  his  services  in  assisting  the  passage  of  the  "Anti- 
Option  Bill,"  "Postal  Stamp  Bill"  and  all  measures  pertaining  to  the 
advancement  of  the  interest  of  the  farmers  and  laborers  of  our  land. 

Resolution  No.  23,  by  J.  S.  Holt,  was  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolvedly  the  State  Alliance,  assembled  at  Greensboro,  N.  C, 
August  11,  1892,  that  we  return  thanks  to  our  worthy  and  excellent 
brother,  Charlqs  C.  McMitchell,  Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee, 
for  his  efficient  services  rendered  in  assisting  the  officers  of  this  Alliance 
in  making  suitable  arrangements  for  the  assemblage  of  this  body. 

Resolution  "0,"  section  3,  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Insert  after  the  word  "impeached"  in  line  5,  section  3  of  article  6  of  the 
Constitution,  "  and  a  member  reprimanded,  suspended  or  expelled." 

Resolution  "K,"  in  regard  to  organ  of  the  State  Alliance, 
was  referred  to  Special  Committee. 

Resolution  "  Y  "  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency,  who  reported  and  recommended  that  the  matter  be 
referred  back  to  Stanly  County  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  24  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Business  Agent  be  authorized  to  inform  all 
firms  with  whom  he  trades,  of  any  defunct  or  irregular  sub-Alliances 
who  are  not  authorized  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  the  Order. 

Resolution  "N"  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows:' 

Resolved,  By  the  State  Alliance  now  in  Convention  assembled,  that  it 
respectfully  ask  the  next  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  favoring  the  intro- 
duction into  our  public  schools  of  text-books  treating  upon  the  Science 
of  Government  and  Political  Economy. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  was 
adopted  as  follows: 

The  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  in  annual  session  assembled  at 
the  town  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  do  recommend  to  the  Lecturers 
of  County  and  Sub-Alliances  to  take  steps  to  educate  the  membership 
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in  the  paramount  importance  of  rigid  economy  in  the  management  of 
their  individual  home  and  family  financial  affairs,  curtailing  their  ex- 
penses to  the  largest  extent  possible,  to  the  end  that  each  brother  may 
become  able  to  own  his  own  home  witli  the  comforts  thereof,  and  above 
all  else,  educate  their  children  as  far  as  possible,  especially  the  girls,  for 
a  good  and  safe  government  depends  upon  the  lessons  of  an  educated 
motherhood.     Eesolution  adopted. 

The  Committee  011  Demands  and  Resolutions,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  pertaining  to  the  Tobacco  Trust, 
substituted  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  at  its  Annual  Ses- 
sion of  1892,  do  most  respectfully  memorialize  the  National  Alliance  and 
Industrial  Union,  at  its  next  session,  to  take  such  action  as,  in  their 
judgment,  may  be  effective  in  relieving  the  tobacco  producers  of  the 
United  States  from  the  oppression  inflicted  by  the  American  Tobacco 
Company,  or  any  similar  trust  or  combine,  and  that  the  delegates  from 
this  body  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial 
Union  be  instructed  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  obtain  this  action 
by  that  body  at  its  next  Annual  Session. 

The  election  of  State  Business  Agent  was  announced  as 
being  in  order.  W.  H.  Worth  wras  placed  in  nomination  by 
Bro.  Hoover,  and,  on  motion,  he  was  elected  by  acclamation. 

Bro.  S.  B.  Alexander,  whose  term  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee had  expired,  was  re-elected  bjr  acclamation. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  Supreme  Council  being 
next  business  in  order,  the  following  brethren  were  elected: 
Marion  Butler  and  S.  B.  Alexander,  delegates  at  large. 
Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson  and  W.  A.  Graham  were  chosen  as 
other  delegates. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary-Treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay 
Dr.  J.  E.  Person  acting  Doorkeeper,  to  be  paid  the  same 
mileage  and  per  diem  as  the  Doorkeeper,  was  to  receive. 

Resolutions  of  thanks  were  adopted,  and  are  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  at  its 
annual  session  held  in  the  city  of  Greensboro,  does  hereby  tender  to  the 
citizens  of  the  City  of  Flowers  its  thanks  for  the  freedom  of  the  city, 
so  courteously  extended  through  their  Mayor.  To  the  hotels,  boarding- 
houses  and  the  railroads,  for  reduced  rates  granted  by  them.     Likewise 
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to  Dr.  D.  W.  C.  Benbow  for  the  generous  tender  of  the  Benbow  Hall; 
and  the  officers  of  Guilford  County  for  the  use  of  the  court-house;  and 
to  Guilford  County  Alliance  for  getting  rates  at  hotels  and  making  other 
arrangements  for  this  body. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  city  papers  be  furnished  with  copies  of  these 
resolutions. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Secretaiy  eliminale 
from  the  proceedings  published,  such  matters  as  are  brought 
before  this  State  Alliance  which  he  thinks  best  should  be 
left  out. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Co-operation  and  Relief  to  whom 
several  plans  had  been  referred,  made  the  following  report 
in  lieu  of  all,  and  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  Members  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Co-operation  and  Relief,  beg  to  say  we  have 
examined  and  carefully  investigated  every  plan  and  suggestion  submit- 
ted to  us,  and  ask  to  submit  the  following  plan: 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  This  plan  shall  be  known  as  the  Co-operative  and  Relief 
Association  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  every 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  good  standing  shall  be  a  beneficiary 
of  this  Relief  Association:  provided,  a  majority  of  his  Sub-Alliance  shall 
endorse  and  conform  to  these  requirements,  and  make  application  for 
enrollment  on  the  books  to  be  kept  by  the  State  Secretary. 

Sec.  2.  Each  Sub- Alliance  ratifying  this  plan  shall  furnish  its  Secre- 
tary, to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  the  State  Secretary,  the  sum  of 
ten  cents  quarterly  for  each  male  member  in  good  standing:  said  ten 
cents  to  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  of  said  Sub-Alliance. 

Sec  3.  The  Committee  on  Good  of  the  Order  of  each  Sub-Alliance 
shall  estimate,  and  make  sworn  statement  of,  the  actual  loss  sustained 
by  any  beneficiary,  and  send  duplicate  of  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary  Treasurer  on  receipt  of  such  statement  named 
in  section  three,  shall  forward  50  per  cent,  of  the  amount  estimated  in 
said  statement  to  said  beneficiary,  of  any  money  or  moneys  in  hand 
belonging  to  said  fund. 

Sec  5.  Any  Sub-Alliance  failing  to  pay  the  ten  cents  per  capita 
within  the  quarter,  shall  stand  suspended,  and  any  loss  sustained  in  said 
Sub- Alliance  during  suspension  shall  not  be  paid  until  said  Alliance  is 
restored  by  payment  of  all  dues. 

Sec  8.  Where  any  loss  sustained  is  covered  in  whole  or  in  part,  by 
any  other  insurance,  no  part  of  it  shall  be  paid  by  this   Association,  and 
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not  over  two  hundred  dollars  ($200)  shall  be  paid  on  any  loss:  provided, 
also,  no  loss  caused  by  gross  negligence  shall  be  paid. 

Sec.  7.  The  management  of  this  Association  shall  be  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  President,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee 
of  the  State  Alliance,  who  shall  make  all  necessary  arrangements  not 
herein  provided  for  in  securing  the  safety  of  the  fund,  and  the  full 
accomplishment  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  object  herein  set  forth. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  elected  four  alternates  to  the 
Supreme  Council,  as  follows :  J.  M.  Mewborne,  M.  G.  Gregory, 
J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  A.  C.  Green;  and  if  any  delegate  should 
fail  to  attend,  the  nearest  alternate  to  this  delegate  should 
be  notified  to  attend. 

Brother  J.  M.  Mewborne  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  a 
loan  made  to  President  Butler  by  order  of  the  Executive 
Committee  through  W.  H.  Worth  for  $455. 

On  motion,  the  amount  of  $455  was  remitted  to  Bro. 
Butler,  and  the  note  held  against  him  by  W.  H.  Worth 
ordered  to  be  cancelled. 

Oh  motion,  the  President  exemplified  the  secret  work. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  till  8  o'clock  at  night. 


Night  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  8  o'clock. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  amended  by  this  meeting,  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
Minutes,  be  sent  to  each  Sub-Alliance  and  to  each  County 
President. 

The  special  Committee  upon  Organ  of  State  Alliance  made 
a  report,  and,  upon  motion,  the  following  was  adopted  as  a 
substitute :  "  That  we  endorse  The  Progressive  Farmer  as  the 
organ  of  the  State  Alliance." 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported  on 
Resolution  No.  20.    Tabled  without  discussion. 

The  Alliance  adjourned  sine  die  at  9  o'clock. 


juwus  lewis.  ESTABLISHED 


JULIUS  LEWIS  &  CO., 

Hardware  of  Every  Description! 

"ALL  RIGHT"  AND  "COTTON  KING"  COOK  STOVES. 
HEATING  STOVES. 

I  Paints,   Oils,  etc.     Rims,   Spokes  and  Hubs.     Sash, 

Doors  and  Blinds.     Rubber  and  Leather  Belting. 

Lime,  Plaster  and  Cement.     Window  Glass. 

Guns  and  Pistols.      Buffalo  Standard 

SCALES. 

LARGEST  STOCK  OF  HARDWARE  IN  THE  STATE. 

Virginia  Grey 

Winter  Qats. 

(ALSO  CALLED  TURF  OR  GRAZING  OATS.) 

The  best  Oat  for  the  Southern  and  Middle  States.  Hardy, 
standing  the  winter  nearly  as  well  as  Wheat.  Yields,  on 
good  land,  from  50  to  70  bushels  to  the  acre,  of  fine  heavy 
grain,  weighing  from  35  to  40  pounds  to  the  measured 
bushel.  Furnishes  excellent  fall,  winter  and  early  spring 
grazing  without  injury  to  the  grain  crop. 

Prices  quoted  and  samples  mailed  on  application.      Fall 
Catalogue,  giving  full  information,  mailed  free. 


T.  W.  WOOD  I  SONS,  SEEDSMEN. 

8  and  10  S.   14th  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 

We  carry  one  of  the  largest  and  best  stocks  of  GRASS,  CLOVER  and 

FIELD  SEEDS  in  this  countr}'.     Prices  quoted  and  samples 

mailed  on  application. 


/AS.    nOYI.AN. 


T.    W.    DOB1IIN. 


\VM.    KOVI.AX. 


W.  H.&  R.S.TUCKER  &  CO. 


23  and  125  Fayetteville  St., 
1 24  and  126  Wilmington  St., 

RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


NORTH  CAROLINA'S 


GREATEST 


DRY  &00DS  STORE 


We  offer  the  largest  stock  and  the 
lowest  prices  of  any  house  in  North 
Carolina. 

We  make  it  to  the  itnerest  of  every- 
one to  tnry  their  DRY  GOODS,  CAR- 
PETS, SHOES,  &c,  &c,  from  us. 

We  control  the  output  of  the  leading 
Shoe  Factories  in  North  Carolina,  and 
offer  the  best  North  Carolina  Shoe 
made. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  selling  North 
Carolina  home-made  goods, and  on  our 
counters  may  be  found  all  kinds  of 


BPJB^  DRY   GOODS,  BOOTS,  SHOES,  &c. 


manufactured  in  North  Caroliua. 

•tfS^Special  attention  given  to  Alli- 
ance people,  and  to  the  filling  of  Alli- 
ance orders."©!* 


With  the  facilities  we  offer,  one  may  buy  goods  from  us  as  advantage- 
ously by  mail,  as  if  in  person.     This  we  enable  you  to  do  through  our 

ail  Order  Department. 

This  department  is  an  important  branch  of  our  enormous  business, 
and  through  it  those  remote  from  Raleigh  have  the  opportunity  of  buy- 
ing from  the  largest  and  best  selected  stock  of  DRY  GOODS  and  kin- 
dred wares  in  North  Carolina. 

We  say  to  the  Ladies,  we  issue  a  catalogue  giving  the  prices  and  illus- 
trating man}'  of  the  goods  we  carry.     This  we  will  send  upon  application. 

All  we  ask  is  a  trial  before  sending  your  orders  North. 

W.  H.  &>  R.  S.  TUCKER  &>  CO., 

RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


DURHAM  FERTILIZER  COMPANY, 


MANUFACTURER- 


HIGH  GRADE  FERTILIZER 

FOR    WHEAf, 


The  following  brands  manufactured  expressly  and 
exclusively  for  the  Alliance  : 


North  Carolina  Official  Acid  Phosphate, 

North  Carolina  Alliance  Guano, 

Progressive  Farmer. 


Send  your  orders  to 

W.  H.   WOKTH,  State    Business  Ag'v, 


OR    DIRECT  TO    US. 


Yours  truly, 


DURHAM  FERTILIZER  COMPANY. 

Office,  DURHAM,  N.  C. 

Factories:  Durham,  N.  C,  Richmond,  Va. 


■J 

RALEIGH,   N.  C. 
GUY  V.   BARNES,   Manager. 


-IF  YOU  WANT- 


Posters,  ketter,  *   . 

Bill  op  flote  Heads, 
#  Envelopes, 

OR  ANY  KIND  OF  PRINTING, 

— WRITE  TO — 

Informer  Printing  Company 

:f»o:£3  estimates. 

I^oW  Pric^.  .  .  .  £oo&  Work. 


AMERICAN  WATCHES,   JEWELRY   AND  CLOCKS. 


SPECTACLES  A  SPECIALTY. 

SEND  FOR   TEST -CARD. 

Repairing  Solicited,  Carefully  Done  and  Guaranteed 

You  will  Save  raonev  by  sending  vour  orders  to 

T.   W.  BLAKE,  JEWELER, 

Fayetteville  Street,  RALEIGH,  N.  C. 

Refer  to  W.  H.  Worth,  State  Business  Ageut,  and  W.  S.  Barnes,  Sec 
retary  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union. 


DO   YOU   WANT  TO   BUY   A 

.  A  CHAIN,       *        *        * 
A  RING,  A  BREASTPIN, 
*  *        *  EARDROPS 

or  anything  in  the 

JEWELRY      LINE, 

OR  HAVE  REPAIRING  DONE  ? 

If  so  call  on  or  address  me. 

SATISFACTION    GUARANTEED. 

Special  Attention  to  Mail  Orders. 


Refer  you  to  W.  S.  Barnes,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  State  Alliance,  by  permission. 

128  Fayetteville  Street,  RALEIGH,  N.  C 

EDWARDS  &13ROUGHTONJ 
PRINTERS  AND  BINDERS, 

RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


Bookkeepers  will  find  our 

LEDGERS,  v  DAY-BOOKS,  V  CASH-BOOKS,  V  &c 

Very  superior  in  make  and  FLAT  OPENING. 
$2.00     Will  pay  for  our  Great  Hand-Book  for  Magistrates 


THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  MANUAL  OF  LAW  AND  FORMS 

THE  LATEST  REVISION  IN  EXISTENCE. 


THE 


PROGRESSIVE  FARMER, 

Raleigh:,   nsr.   c. 


LL.  POLK,  Founder.  J.  L.  RAMSEY,  Editor.  J.  W.  DENMARK,  Bus.  Man. 

OFFICIAL  ORGAN  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS' 
STATE  ALLIANCE. 

8-PAGE   48-COLUMN    WEEKLY— ALL    HOME   PRINT. 

Only  $1.00  Per  Year. 

Wholely  and  entirely  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  the 
Alliance    and    to    the   advancement    of    the    Agricultural 
.     rests  of  the  country. 
Send  for  specimen  copy.      Address, 

THE  PROGRESSIVE  FARMER, 

RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


W.    H.  WORTH, 

STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT, 


OF  THE 


N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 

RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


"THE  OLD  RELIABLE." 


3M 

V 

]Vatioi\al= 
£^QOi\on\i5t 


OFFICIAL  ORGAN 
OF  THE 

NATIONAL  FARMERS'  ALLIANCE 
AND  INDUSTRIAL  UNION 


RECENTLY  ENLARGED  AND 
IMPROVED. 


IT  NOW  GIVES  ALL  THE  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY, 

The  Market    Reports    and    Prices    Current,   Select 

Family  Reading,  and  Editorial  Comment,  and 

will  keep  up  its  old-time  reputation  for 
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PROC  EEDIXGS 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE, 

SEVENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION- 

August  8,  9  and   lO.   1S93. 


Gkkexsuoro,  X.  C, 
Tuesday,  August  8,  1893. 

The  State  Alliance  was  convened  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m., 
on  Tuesday,  August  S,  1893,  by  the  President,  Marion 
Butler.  The  Door-keeper  and  Assistant  Door-keeper 
being  absent,  the  President  appointed  Brothers  George  T. 
Lane,  of  Guilford  county,  and  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  of  Wil- 
son, respective! v  to  till  the  places.  Bro.  John  R.  Man- 
cock,  of  Guilford,  was  appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms  in  the 
place  of  Bro.  J.  S.  Holt,  absent.  Vice-President  Long 
being  absent,  Bro.  J.  II.  Sherrill,  of  Catawba,  was 
requested  to  till  his  place.  The  Chaplain,  Bro.  John 
Ammons,  of  Madison,  was  not  present,  and  Bro.  T.  T. 
Speight,  of  Bertie,  was  asked  to  take  his  place.  The 
house  being  examined  and  found  correct,  the  session  was 
formally  opened  with  prayer  by  acting  Chaplain  T.  T. 
Speight.  The  President  then  appointed  the  following 
Committee  on  Credentials  : 
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John  Graham,  John  A.  Davis  and  John  A.  Sims. 

Delegates  \v°re  requested1  to  go  before  the  committer 
with  credentials.  The  committee,  alter  being  out  a  short 
time,  reported  delegates  trom  fifty-five  counties  correct;, 
eleven  with  credential's  iiTegliFar,  but  with  recommenda- 
tion that  they  be  seated. 

The  committee's  report  was  received  and  thu  committee 
continued. 

The  delegate  from-  Lenoir  being  detained  by  sickness- 
and  the  delegates  from  Onslow  and  Randolph  not  having 
arrived,  Bros.  J.  M.  Mewboorne,  Cyrus  Thompson  and 
I).  Reid  Parker  were  appointed'  to  act  as  delegates  respec- 
tively for  their  counties. 

On  motion,  which  was  carried,  visiting  brethren  were 
entitled  to  all  privileges  of  the  body  except  voting. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  of  State  Alliance  were  readl 
and  approved. 

On  motion,,  the  body  adjourned  till  3,  o'clock  i*.  M. 


After xoo-n  Session. 

The  Alliance  assembly"  was  promptly  opened  at  3  i\  M.,. 
by  President  Marion  Butler. 

The  annual  address  of  the  President  was  then  read,  and! 
is  as  follows  : 

T<>  thr  Xorth  Cn roh no  Fnenwrn*  Sttiti  Allfanc* .'■ 
BRETHREN — This  is  an  a«^e  of  organization  ami  co-optfration. 
That  organization  was  economical  and  otl  erwise  beneficial  for  the  co- 
operative  advancement  of  mutual  interest  w»i  evident  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury aj;o.  It  is  more  evident  to-day.  We  1ik\<*  reached  that  point  in  our 
civilization,  even  under  a  republican  form  of  g.nrei;  r-nt.  where  organi- 
zation is  not  only  beneficial  hut  also  necessary.  This  is  true  with  refer- 
ence to  every  class  of  our  citizens  and  fo  every  division,  of  our  various- 
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industries  iind  professions.  To  no  one  does  it  apply  with  more  force  than 
t<>  the  agricultural  ami  industrial  classes.  Yt  t  they  art'  among  the  last  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  advantage  of  urbanization,  as  well  as  to  learn  the 
absolute  necessity  therefor. 

At  various  instances  in  the  past  numerous  efforts  to  organize  perma- 
nently have  heen  made,  and,  with  what  results,  is  a  matter  of  history  and 
is  well  known.  And  while  the  result  is  well  known,  vet  I  hardly  think  the 
cause  of  such  failures  i;-  generally  understood  l>v  us. 

It  is  true,  that  whenever  an  organization  has  been  started  or  attempted, 
that  those  classes  of  our  citizens  who,  being  organized,  have  had  the 
advantage  of  us,  being  unorganized  (and  knowing  that  organization  on 
our  pari  would  soon  result  in  increased  intelligence,  and  therefore  united 
action  for  the  protection  of  our  rights  and  interest),  have  used  every 
agency  that  united  brain  could  devise  and  combined  money  could  control 
to  demoralize,  defeat  and  disrupt  the  organization.  The  newspapers  and 
politicians  have  been  largely  used  to  make  the  attack  from  the  outside  by 
misrepresentation  and  appeals  to  prejudice,  while  the  Judases  in  the 
organization,  whose  price  was  thirty  pieces  of  sil\er  (more  or  less),  have 
always  been  found  to  do  the  work  of  spies  ami  traitors  on  the  inside. 

Hut  this  is  not  necessarily  the  cause  of  failures.  The  basic  cause  that 
make-  such  agencies  successful  in  my  opinion  lies  deeper.  In  fact,  it  is 
inherent  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the  majority  of  the  members  themselves  of 
such  organizations.  It  is  a  cause  produced  by  our  surroundings  supple- 
mented by  false  teaching.  It  is  a  cause  that  may  be  termed  a  cumulative 
hereditary  trait  of  our  social  character.  I  refer  to  a  cause  which,  for  the 
want  of  a  name.  I  will  describe  as  produced  by  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
social  contact,  and  a  fair  and  tolerant  exchange  of  opirrUms  and  ideas.  I 
refer  to  the  want  of  cohesion,  to  our  failure  to  pool  our  divergent  opin- 
ions and  agree  upon  a  common  line  of  action  that  would  represent  the 
combined  wisdom  of  all. 

Man  i>  ,i  social-being.  It  is  not  well  for  a  man  to  be  alone,  neither  is  it 
well  for  any  small  number.  For  instance,  for  one  family  circle  to  be 
practically  isolated  from  the  remainder  of  the  world,  especially  from 
other  men  and  families,  living  under  the  same  conditions,  charged  with 
the  same  duties,  and  having  the  same  destiny. 

When  we  violate  God's  great  social  law,  when  we  fail  to  put  our  hearts 
next  to  our  neighbors'  hearts,  when  we  fail  to  brin<j  our  intellect  in  con- 
tact with  our  neighbors',  then  both  the  soul  and  the  intellect,  instead  of 
developing,  broadening  and  elevating,  making  us  more  like  our  Maker, 
and  becoming  lit  to  work  out  the  highest  destiny  of  intellectual  Christi- 
anity, our  souls  contract  and  shrivel,  our  intellects  KrmT  weak  and  narrow. 
Here  is  the  great  trouble,  the  defect. 

The  bridge  over  this  great  want  of  social  intercourse  in  rural  life,  to 
stimulate  intellectual  development  by  the  contact  of  intellect  with  intel- 
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lect,  to  exchange  opinions  <o  as  to  avoid  experimental  errors  in  business 
a*  well  as  to  get  the  benefit  of  a  multitude  of  counsel  for  future  efforts,  t'> 
learn  the  lesion  of  making  two  blades  of  *rass  grow  where  one  grew 
before,  has  been  the  great  object  of  all  of  the  past  efforts  among  the  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  classes  at  organization.  And  especially  is  thi<  ti'.  • 
great  original  purpose  of  the  Alliance,  and  is  now  the  basic  idea  for  it- 
perpetual  existence. 

So  we  see  that  the  two  cornerstones  on  which  the  Alliance  was  fouildi  d 
and  is  standing  to-day,  are :  First,  social  and  moral  development;  sec- 
ond, intellectual  development,  followed  by  co  operation  in  business  effoi  t  • 
and  industrial  pursuits 

In  towns  and  cities  the  various  business,  professional  and  monopoly 
organizations  have  for  their  original  purpose  the  second  of  the  above 
objects.  There  a  close  or  compact  population  gives  the  opportunity  for 
social  advantages  without  an  organization  for  that  specific  purpose.  Hut 
the  organizations  of  towns  and  cities  have  another  purpose  and  mission, 
though  incidental,  yet  highly  important  in  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. What  is  it?  It  is  to  use  the  power  and  in  tine  lice  of  their  organi- 
zation in  the  legislative  halls,  and  at  the  ballot-box  to  prevent  hostile  leg- 
islation against  the  class  of  citizens  which  their  organization  represents. 
So  far,  such  use  of  their  power  is  proper  and  necessary,  anil  it  i<  our  duty 
to  use  our  organization  for  the  same  purpose.  But  prompted  by  selfish- 
ness atid  greed  these  organizations  go  further.  They  u-e  their  power  to 
inaugurate  and  execute  hostile  legislation  against  other  classes  not  organ- 
ized, or  poorly  organized  and  weak.  The  latter  exercise  of  this  power  in 
defiance  of  right,  hut  too  often  under  the  cover  of  unjust  laws,  is  the  snake 
in  our  body  poller,  and  the  curse  of  our  civilization.  This  is  the  fright- 
ful game  where  the  big  fish  eat  the  smaller  fish,  and  then  turn  to  eat 
each  other.  We  have  seen  this  game  plaved  with  growing  force  and 
intensity,  and  for  the  last  few  months  we  have  seen  it  in  its  most  frightful 
aspect. 

None  have  suffered  more  from  this  evil  condition,  a*  a  rule,  than  the 
industrial  and  agricultural  classes — the  bone  and  sinew,  the  wealth  pr<>- 
ducers  of  the  land.  Yet,  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  numbers,  none 
were,  and  are  to-day  better  able,  not  only  to  protect  themselves,  but  to 
force  justice  to  be  done  to  all  other  classes  alike. 

That  we  have  failed  in  this,  is  little  short  of  a  crime.  A  crime  not  only 
against  those  dependent  upon  us,  but  against  all  oppressed  and  suffering 
humanity. 

Hut  why  have  we  failed?  The  basic  cause  lies  in  the  cumulative  heredi- 
tary defect  in  ourselves.  The  isolated  lives  we  have  lived  has  resulted  in 
each  one  following  his  own  way,  unaided  and  unguided  by  the  wisdom 
that  comes  from  the  association  of  ideas.  And  besides,  we  have  nursed 
our  own  opinions,  or  somebody  else's  opinions  were  furnished  us,  which 
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we  thought  were  our  own,  until  we  have  grown  dogmatic  and  intuit  rant 
of  the  opinions  of  others,  We  have  not  pooled  our  intellects  and  man- 
hood, w'e  have  fought  single  handed  and  alone  and  been  beaten  in  detail. 
I'ast  organization*  and  lodges  of  the  present  organization,  the  Alliance, 
have  disbanded  because  every  man  could  not  see  alike  and  agree.  Our 
intellects  are  made  different.  We  were  not  intended  to  see  alike,  we  weic 
intended  to  differ,  and  in  differing  to  find  the  truth,  or  at  least  a  safe  line 
of  action  between  our  divergent  opinions.  All  other  classes  and  organi- 
sations have  learned  the  use  and  value  of  divergent  opinions,  and  have 
learned  the  perfection  of  human  wisdom  from  organization,  bv  acting  as 
a  unit  on  a  line  of  action,  that  way  the  combined  wisdom  of  all,  though  it 
diil  not  represent  the  individual  opinion  of  a  single  member  of  their 
organization.  They  have  practiced  co-operation  themselves,  but  have 
preached  competition  t>>  us.  Competition  is  destructive — it  is  the  devil's 
game.  When  we  learn  t:>N  lesson,  when  we  overcome  this  fatal  defect  in 
our  own  organization,  and  unlearn  the  false  education  that  has  been 
taught  us  bv  selfish  and  designing  monopoly,  when  we  begin  to  practice 
co-operation,  we  will  not  only  be  able  to  protect  ourselves,  but  to  advance 
our  mutual  interests.  Then  we  will  not  only  be  prosperous,  but  also  well 
nigh  invincible. 

And  though  every  effort  at  organization  in  the  past  has  failed,  yet  every 
effort  has  done  good,  every  effort  has  to  a  certain  extent  overcome  the 
fatal  defect  and  taught  us  the  folly  and  danger  of  competition  and  the 
value  of  possibilities  of  co-operation.  The  same  cause  that  produced  the 
other  organizations  produced  the  Alliance,  but  the  cause  is  intensified; 
the  same  defect  that  made  the  other  organizations  fail  may  wreck  this 
organization,  but  the  defect  is  growing  less — is  disappearing.  We  believe 
that  the  time  has  come,  that  the  Injur  has  struck,  \\  hen  the  people's  organi- 
zation under  the  guidance  of  a  Divine  Providence  will  be  successful — will 
become  permanent.  Hut  let  this  be  as  it  may,  let  every  reformer  feel  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  press  forward — the  Lord  helps  those  who  help  them- 
selves, Let  every  reformer  buckle  on  his  armor  with  new  zeal.  The 
struggle  will  be  prcat,  but  the  results  will  be  greater,  The  result  will  be 
justice  and  liberty,  or  oppression  and  servitude. 

We  have  so  long  allowed  other  classes,  organized  to  control  Legisla- 
tures, Congresses,  and  to  exercise  undue  influence  on  the  Executives  and 
the  courts,  and  to  encroach  upon  our  rights  through  the  form  of  law,  that 
to-day  we  find  heartless  greed  and  soulless  monopoly  entrenched  behind 
unjust  laws,  and  watching  the  rising  tide  of  discontent  from  the  millions 
they  have  oppressed,  bled,  made  poor,  and  who  are  well  niph  desperate. 
These  organizations  undeistand  the  significance  of  this  last  great  uprising 
of  the  people.  They  are  preparing  for  the  struggle.  Kindred  monopo- 
lies are  organizing  into  associations  of  monopolies  with  one  central  head 
■They  see  that  the  people  are  learning  to  stand  together  and  that  they  may 
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therefore  succeed.  They  see  that  the  reforms  demanded  by  the  people  if 
successful,  will  force  them  to  discontinue  their  game  of  speculation  and 
wholesale  preying  upon  the  masses.  They  are  growing  arrogant  as  well 
as  more  vigilant  and  subtile. 

Anil  still,  at  this  critical  hour,  when  liberty,  justice,  ami  even  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  are  hanging  in  the  balance,  and  it  seems  that 
nothing  can  save  the  people  but  a  united  elTort  un  their  part  to  regain 
their  government  and  re-establish  the  principles  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson, 
the  hired  press  and  the  servile  politician-  howl  that  "the  Alliance  has 
gone  into  politics. '"  They  would  have  the  people  to  devote  their  whole 
lime  to  making  more  wheat,  corn,  cotton  and  tobacco,  while  they  want 
you  to  have  confidence  in  them  to  run  the  government,  to  make  money 
scarcer,  to  make  products  cheaper,  make  debts  bigger,  and  lay  a  larger 
tribute  and  a  heavier  burden  upon  the  masses  for  the  benefit  of  monopo- 
lies anil  the  bondholders 

As  your  chief  officer,  as  one  who  at  your  command  has  been  carrying 
your  banner  and  fighting  for  your  principles  in  the  front  ranks,  as  one 
who  has  tried  to  serve  the  organization  and  bi>  country,  who  has  seen  the 
organization  pass  through  the  trying  ordeal  of  a  tierce  political  campaign, 
and  then,  though  suffering  from  the  conflict,  begin  to  regrow  and  rebuild, 
1  wish  to  sav  to  you  that  the  supreme  duty  of  the  organization  to-day,  in 
mv  opinion,  is  to  throw  its  whole  power  and  influence  to  correct  the  evils 
that  have  grown  up  in  our  government,  to  re-establish  the  principles  of 
justice,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  for  the  great  original  purpose  of  the 
organization  to  be  carried  out  to  bless  and  elevate  mankind. 

I  thank  God  there  is  one  man  at  least  outside  of  the  organisation,  whose 
commanding  position  and  ripe  years  give  weight  to  his  words,  who  has 
the  wisdom  to  see  and  the  manhood  to  say  that  such  is  the  great  duty  ol 
the  Alliance  at  this  hour.      I  refer  to  Senator  Zebulon  li.  Vance. 

But  let  me  beseech  you,  in  striving  to  accomplish  this  high  and  all 
important  duty,  not  to  make  the  organization  a  part  of  any  political  party. 
Let  the  organization  give  no  help  or  comfort  to  any  party,  except  so  far 
as  that  party  identifies  itself  with  our  principles  and  fights  for  our 
■demands.  Political  parties  are  necessary.  All  political  reforms  must  he 
gotten  through  such  an  agency.  Hut  no  class  of  citizens  can  afford  to  tie 
themselves  to  or  belong  to  any  political  party.  Professional  politicians 
loo  often  control  them;  and  politicians  act  more  from  a  sense  of  selfish- 
ness and  fear  than  from  a  sense  of  justice  and  right.  Therefore  let  the 
organization  hold  itself  independent  of  all  political  parties,  and  be  ever 
ready  to  help  to  defeat  or  to  elect  a  party  according  to  the  principles  that 
it  holds  and  acts  on.  By  such  independent  action  only  can  we  purify  poli- 
tics, and  he  able  to  preserve  our  country  and  our  liberties. 

The  partisan — the  political  tool — serves  his  party  right  or  wrong ;  the 
highest  type  of  a  patriot  is  a  non-partisan;  he  supports  any  party  that 
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furthers  the  principles  of  honest  government ;  he  fights  anv  party  that 
serves  monopoly  and  class  interest  to  the  detriment  of  the  people;  he 
cares  nothing  for  the  name  or  the  label  of  the  party,  but  whatever  partv 
his  conscience,  enlightened  by  a  correct  knowledge  of  facts,  shows  him  he 
should  support  for  that  one  election,  he  supports  with  all  the  zeal  and 
ability  that  his  Maker  has  blessed  him  with.  This  I  conceive  to  bo  the 
duty  of  all  true  AUiancemen  with  reference  to  politics. 

When  the  political  evils  from  which  we  are  suffering  are  corrected, 
then  let  the  organization  give  its  chief  attention  to  its  original  purpose. 
Hut  also  remember  that  it  will  be  ever  necessary  for  us  to  keep  well 
informed  on  political  questions,  and  take  a  keen  and  active  interest  in 
the  actions  of  all  political  parties,  less  the  enemy  of  the  people  should 
then  corrupt  our  government  again.  Our  victory  so  far  has  come  through 
education.  Let  us  spread  reform  literature.  We  have  done  much,  hut 
we  can  and  should  do  more.  Your  State  organ  should  have  foiirty  thou- 
sand subscribers  in  this  State. 

I  feel  like  congratulating  the  Alliance  on  its  success  in  political  refor- 
mation so  far.  For  we  have  succeeded  in  two  very  important  points — 
two  points  that  make  genuine  reform  a  certainty  in  the  near  future 

First.  We  have  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  the  real  issues  before  the 
people,  and  they  are  clearly  defined. 

Second.  We  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  whole  responsibility  on  one 
political  party. 

The  author  of  the  game  of  shifting  responsibility  is  no  less  a  personage 
than  Satan  himself.  He  commenced  the  game  in  the  garden  of  Eden  and 
will  continue  to  try  to  work  it  till  the  end  of  time.  Rut  the  politician  is 
now  Hearing  the  ei.d  of  li is  row  The  party  now  in  power  must  stand  by 
the  people  and  reap  its  reward,  or  it  must  fail  to  do  so  and  be  swept  out  of 
existence. 

Some  true  AUiancemen  have  differed  as  to  methods  and  party  agencies 
in  the  past,  but  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  there  will  be  no  excuse  or 
chance  for  honest  men  to  differ.  Let  every  reformer  take  fresh  hope  and 
courage.  Our  victory  so  far  has  come  through  education.  Let  us  con- 
tinue to  educate.  Let  us  spread  reform  literatnre.  We  have  done  much 
hut  we  can  and  should  do  more.  Your  State  organ  should  have  forty 
thousand  subscril>ers  in  this  State.  Yes,  let  us  continue  to  educate,  let  us 
continue  to  organize,  build  the  organization  stronger  as  well  as  larger- 
Stand  by  your  guns,  press  forward  with  your  banner  ami  victory  will  soon 
crown  your  heroic  efforts. 

POLK     MONUMENT. 

Over  a  year  ago  the  most  commanding  figure  and  the  most  magnetic 
force  in  the  reform  movement  was  called  upon  by  an  inscrutable  Provi- 
dence to  lay  down  the  great  work  he  was  doing  for  humanity.  No  man 
in  the  organiztion  has  had  an  equal  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
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while  this  is  his  highest  tribute  and  his  proudest  monument,  ycl  it  is  a 
duty  that  we  owe  ourselves  more  than  to  him,  thttt  we  should  give  such 
evid?ncc  to  the  remainder  of  the  world  of  our  esteem  and  alTection  for 
hint.  Let  us  not  delay  this  matter.  Let  each  Allianecinan  in  North 
Carolina  resolve  that  before  another  State  Alliance  convenes,  that  a  plain 
hut  imposing  marble  shaft  shall  mark  the  resting  place  of  L.  L.  l'olk 

RELIEF     1  INT). 

When  I  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  relief  fund  a  year  ngo.  it 
was  my  idea  that  the  fund  should  he  used  as  a  charily  fund  only,  that  i-. 
that  it  should  he  used  to  help  such  as  were  in  enough  distress  to  make 
through  their  lodges  a  public  appeal  to  the  brethren  for  assistance.  It 
was  to  get  rid  of  the  constant  public  appeals  for  aid  thai  the  fund  was 
established.  Rut  I  am  led  to  believe  that  many  have  appealed  for  help 
from  this  fund  who  did  not  belong  to  the  class  intended  to  be  assisted. 
The  result  has  been,  that  the  fund  has  proven  insufficient,  and  many  calls 
have  not  heen  paid,  and  some  only  in  pari.  I  recommend  thai  the  plan 
he  abolished,  unless  it  can  he  so  perfected  that  only  such  as  are  realh 
needv  or  in  distress  will  be  helped,  and  that  thev  he  helped  alike.  The 
latter  object  might  he  accomplished  by  payinjj  appeals  oner  each  quarter. 
and  then  pavingmut  prorata  the  money  on  hand,  I  low  the  lirst  object 
can  he  secured  1  am  not  prepared  to  say.  If  you  wish  to  establish  a  plan 
of  insurance,  it  should  he  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  the  relief 
plan. 

rotation  coi:nty   mkktinos. 

In  order  that  some  of  the  State  officers  of  the  A  Ilia  nee  mjiny  \  isii  everv 
County  Alliance  at  least  once  a  year.  I  recommend  thai  the  State  he 
divided  into  a  convenient  number  of  districts,  and  that  the  County  Alli- 
ances of  each  district  meet  on  successive  days.  Bv  this  means  every 
County  Alliance  could  be  visited  by  a  State  officer  at  the  same  quarterly 
meeting  at  a  small  cost  from  each  county.  I  am  sine  that  the  beneficial 
results  would  come  from  such  consecutive  meetings. 

IMF.   AMENDMENTS  To  OUR   CHARTER. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  last  Legislature  amended  our  charter;  it  lirst 
attempted  to  repeal  it.  It  is  my  duty  to  lay  In-fore  you  the  nature  of  the 
amendments  that  were  passed,  and  to  inform  you  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  action.  On  the  evening  of  the  i^th  of  February,  I 
received  a  telegram  (just  in  time  to  catch  the  train)  saying  that  a  bill  had 
passed  the  House  to  repeal  the  charter  of  the  State  Alliance.  This  was 
the  first  notice  that  your  chief  officer  had  received  of  such  action,  or  con- 
templated action.  We  were  afterwards  informed  that  this  action  was 
decided  on  in  a  secret  political  meeting;  their  purpose  carefully  kept 
from  the  public,  and  especially  from  your  officers.      Mark  you,  the  action 
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t»f  the  House  was  not  only  plotted  in  secret  ami  in  the  dark,  hut  the  liill 
was  then  offered,  and  suddenly  rushed  through  all  three  readings  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  without  consideration  before  a  committee,  under 
a  gag  rule  that  cut  off  all  debate  oven  from  the  members  of  the  House. 
This  hill,  affecting  thousands  of  people  as  well  as  a  ^reat  principle  of  jus- 
tice ami  fair  play,  was  suddenly  rushed  through  all  it^  three  readings,  and 
was  a  law  as  far  as  the  House  could  make  it  within  the  short  space  of  ten 
minutes  from  the  time  it  was  offered.  That  the  same  hill  would  have 
passed  the  Senate  in  the  same  indecent  ami  unfair  haste  the  next  morning 
lias  never  been  questioned  or  denied.  Hut  your  State  officers  fur  a  part 
of  them)  were  on  hand  next  morning  and  demanded  a  hearing.  Onlv 
after  considerable  effort  and  difficulty  could  we  get  a  hearing  before  a 
committee.  Yout  officers  could  not  learn  who  asked  for  such  action,  or 
the  reason  therefor.  We  were  simply  pointed  to  the  preamble  of  the  bill 
which  contained  two  reasons,  viz  : 

First.  That  there  were  members  of  the  Alliance  who  were  afraid  thev 
were  personally  liable  for  the  debts  (  r)  of  the  Alliance. 

Second.  That  there  were  others  who  wanted  to  withdraw  their  money 
from  the  Business  Agency  Fund. 

Your  officers  did  not  stop  to  question  the  correctness  of  the  first  claim 
nor  the  equity  of  the  latter,  for  we  realized  that  we  were  not  before  a 
court  of  equity  or  justice,  but  a  body  that  seemed  to  have  no  regard  for 
either.  So  we  at  once  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  two  amendments 
to  our  (.barter  covering  in  full  both  of  the  complaints  set  out  in  the  bill. 
This  fell  like  a  thunder  clap  upon  the  committee,  and  forced  it  and  the 
Legislature  to  show  its  hidden  and  real  purpose — that  was  to  destroy  the 
organization  and  to  put  our  Business  Agency  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

The  new  charter  which  the  House  offered  was  a  further  proof  of  this. 
It  provided  for  a  re-organization  to  go  into  effect  in  July.  This  would 
have  disorganized  the  Alliance,  put  its  affairs  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver 
and  left  us  six  months  without  an  organization.  We  said  the  amendments 
fell  like  a  thunder  clap,  and  so  they  did,  foi  in  the  face  of  the  amendments 
granting  all  they  asked,  thev  dared  not  pass  the  bill  to  repeal  the  charter. 
They  were  in  a  hole;  if  they  accepted  the  amendments,  they  failed  to 
accomplish  their  purpose — to  kill  the  Alliance;  if  they  refused  to  accept 
them,  they  did  more  than  they  intended — they  killed  themselves, 
/in  tli is  dilemma  the  Legislature  decided  that  it  was  not  ready  to  take 
action.  That  secret  political  meeting  was  called  together  again,  and  this 
time,  we  are  told,  it  was  composed  in  part  of  politicians  and  enemies  of 
the  Alliance  not  members  of  the  Legislature.  This  meeting,  according 
to  their  own  definition,  being  secret,  and  being  political,  must  have  been 
•what  they  call  "Gideon's  Band."  After  much  caucusing  day  by  day,  and 
night  after  night,  they  decided  to  accept  our  amendments  by  adding  six 
more   amendments    which,  for    partisan    unfairness   and    discriminating 
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injustice  anil  cowardly  meanness,  there  has  never  before  been  a  parallel 
to  so  stain  the  statute  hooks  of  North  Carolina. 

Under  one  of  these  amendment*,  if  you  were  to  increase  the  salary  of 
mv  successor  from  the  enormous  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  the 
still  more  enormous  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  and  one  cent,  your  char- 
ter would  he  forfeited.  Or  if  you  were  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  a  County  Alliance  from  four  dollars  a  year  to  five  dollars  a  year, 
the  effect  would  he  the  same. 

Under  another  amendment,  if  one  of  your  officers  fails  to  perform  cer- 
tain duties  in  a  time,  it  did  not  provide  that  the  officer  shall  he  fined,  <>r 
he  liable  on  his  bond,  but  that  the  whole  charter  of  the  State  Alliance 
shall  be  forfeited. 

Another  of  these  amendments  tries  to  tie  up  tin  proceeds  of  the  organi- 
zation to  prevent  your  executive  committee  from  using  its  discretion  in 
using  the  fund  to  further  the  interests  of  the  organization. 

Another  amendment  makes  it  unlawful  for  any  member  of  the  organi- 
zation to  pass  a  resolution  calling  upon  your  representatives  to  pass,  or 
forbear  from  passing  certain  laws,  and  makes  it  lawful  only  for  you  to  dis- 
cuss such  all-absorbing  miestions  as  on  what  time  of  the  moon  to  plant 
pepper,  etc. 

All  these  amendments  are  inspired  by  one  purpose  and  object,  to  get  a 
pretext  to  rob  you  of  your  charter,  and  to  place  the  business  of  the  organi. 
zation  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  or  rather  of  a  political  party. 

And  any  other  corporation  or  organization  that  gets  in  the  way  ol  the 
machine  is  liable  to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner.  In  the  same  way, 
and  with  equally  as  much  justice,  a  law  might  be  passed  to  make  it  unlaw- 
ful for  any  city  board  of  trade  to  pass  a  petition  to  Congress.  Or  a  char- 
ter of  a  railroad  company  might  be  amended,  by  making  it  liable  to  for 
feit  its  charter  if  the  salary  of  a  brakeman  or  of  the  President  of  the  road 
is  increased  even  the  slightest  amount.  Or  if  the  stockholders  of  the  road 
at  any  of  their  meetings  discuss  anything  but  rates  and  fares,  or  if  any 
conductor  should  fail  to  bring  any  train  into  a  station  on  time,  then  the 
charter  of  the  whole  corporation  to  be  forfeited. 

The  dark  days  of  reconstruction,  the  "mongrel  "  Legislatures,  and  the 
"kangaroo  konvenshun  "  of  '69  show  nothing  that  is  a  parallel  in  such 
discriminating  unfairness  apd  partisan  injustice. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  brethren,  while  these  amendments  are  unjust,  they 
are  law.  So  let  me  urge  upon  you  as  law-abiding  citizens,  to  observe  and 
obey  them,  while  you  must,  for  in  doing  so  you  will  show  great  patience, 
strength  and  forbearance.  But  if  you  allow  another  election  to  pass  with- 
out using  all  honorable  and  lawful  means  in  your  power  to  blot  them  ofT 
the  statute  books,  then  we  will  be  wanting  in  manhood,  and  unworthy  of 
justsce.  We  could  not  expect  any  better  from  a  body  of  men,  the  majority 
of  whom  hold  their  positions  by  dishonestmeans,   by  wholesale  bribery 
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iuid  hand.  The  rank  aiul  file  of  tlic  party,  which  that  Legislature  claims 
to  represent,  does  not  approve  of  its  actions.  The  rank  and  file  of  ill  par- 
ties art'  honest  and  fair  minded,  beyond  the  lines  of  partisan  prejudice. 
Therefore  allow  me,  as  my  last  official  utterance  to  you.  to  call  up  every 
Allianeeman  in  North  Carolina,  and  to  appeal  to  every  fair-minded,  hon- 
est man  out  of  the  organization,  to  use  every  honorable  effort  of  talent  and 
means  and  influence  to  elect  a  Legislature  to  not  onlv  wipe  out  this  dis- 
grace from  our  statute  books  but  also  to  wipe  the  force  hill  election  law 
from  our  statute  books,  which  makes  it  possible  for  a  corrupt  machine  in 
a  party  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  people.  If  our  govern- 
ment stands,  and  we  retain  our  liberties,  the  will  of  the  majority  must, 
triumph  over  the  dictations  of  a  dangerous,  autocratic,  domineering  and 
irresponsible  minority  among  us.  This  must  he  done  to  keep  pure  even 
our  churches,  and  to  prevent  the  livery  of  heaven  from  being  used  as  a 
cloak  for  the  agency  of  Satan.  This  must  he  done  before  the  Alliance  can 
proceed  with  its  great  original  purpose,  to  elevate  mankind  mentally 
socially,  morally  and  financially. 

The  aim-  of  the  Alliance  are  high,  and  its  purposes  are  nohle,  but  jus- 
tice must  reign  under  an  honest  government  controlled  by  the  will  of  a 
majority,  to  make  its  noble  mission  possible.  To  this  immediate  work  I 
commend  and  urge  you,  and  to  your  assistance  should  come  all  honest 
men  from  everywhere. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  T.  T.  Speight  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  address  of  President  Butler  he  published  in  every 
reform  paper  in  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  A.  D.  K.  Wallace  the  following  reso- 
lution in  regard  to  the  address  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  further  publication  of  the  President's  address  is  left 
in  the  bands  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  a  desire  expressed  by  this 
body  that  it  be  published  n  pamphlet  form  and  that  it  be  disseminated  as 
widely  as  possible. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Moye,  a  committee  of  seven  was 
appointed  by  President  Butler  to  whom  all  reports  of  offi- 
cers should  be  referred.  Bro.  John  Graham  chairman  of 
committee. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Reports,  and  committee's  rec- 
ommendation was  adopted  as  follows ; 
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To  the,  North   Carolina   Fiii'MPTh'   Slate  Alliance: 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  the  State  organ  shall  he 
required  to  carry  out  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  Fanners'  Alliance  as 
interpreted  hv  the  State  Alliance  when  in  session,  and  when  not  in  session 
hy  its  Executive  Committee. 

We  have  examined  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  books  and  find  them  cor- 
rect. We  have  examined  the  Business  Agency  as  well  as  wc  could  and 
find  things  conducted  in  a  business-like  manner.  The  I  rustee  has  been 
too  unwell  to  make  a  report  to  us.  We  commend  the  reports  of  these 
officers  to  your  consideration.  The  Executive  Committee  cannot  examine 
into  the  financial  condition  of  the  Business  Agency  in  as  complete  a  man- 
ner as  should  be  done,  we  therefore  recommend  that  you  establish  the 
office  of  Auditor,  who  shall  examine  the  hooks  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 
the  State  business  Agent  and  the  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund, 
and  make  a  report  to  you. 

On  account  of  the  great  falling  ofY  in  membership  your  finances  are  not 
in  good  condition,  the  amount  not  being  enough  to  pay  current  expenses. 

S.   B.    ALEXANDER,  Clnn'n. 

\      J.   S.  JOHNSTON, 
Committee  present : 

(      J.  M.  MEWBOORNE. 

The  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer  was  then  read  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Reports,  and  recommendations 
of  committee  adopted  as  follows  : 

To  tin    Xorth    Carolina   Funiierx'   Stall    Alliami: 

Since  our  annual  meeting  one  year  ago  in  this  place,  the  Alliance  has 
been  through  the  mills.  The  grinding  though  has  put  the  order  on  ;1 
more  solid  foundation.  The  efforts  made  against  it  both  out  and  in  the 
order  came  near  destroying  it,  but  with  pleasure  I  say  to  you  that  it  has 
come  out  of  the  mills  with  only  a  small  amount  of  husks  or  bran.  The 
principles  which  the  organization  has  taught,  and  for  which  it  lias  con- 
tended, arc  growing  stronger  day  by  day  under  persecution,  until  the 
whole  country  is  discussing  them,  anil  it  seems  possible  that  the  very 
demands  which  we  have  made  may  be  discussed  in  the  halls  of  Congress, 
and  possibly  that  some  of  them  be  made  into  laws  at  no  distant  day.  Our 
enemies  say  the  Order  is  destroyed  anil  will  not  hold  together  much 
longer — they  only  wish  this  to  be  true — but  thank  God,  you  and  I  know 
it  is  not  true,  our  brethren  everywhere  know  it  is  not,  and  the  enemy 
knows  it  also.  The  principles  for  which  the  Alliance  is  contending  will 
live — the  truths  which  embody  these  principles  will  live,  and  the  Order 
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itself  will  live  when  our  defamers  arc  known  no  more.  But  we  musi  not 
forget  our  duties.  A  certain  amount  of  work  for  the  advancement  of  the 
organization  devolves  on  each  one  of  us,  and  no  one  should  dare  to  shun 
it.  This  work  means  freedom  from  plutocracy's  rule — freedom  of  speech 
and  the  right  to  share  with  our  family  the  fruits  of  our  lahor.  No  one 
can  estimate  the  value  already  accomplished  through  our  <  )rder,  nor  what 
it  will  do  in  the  future.  It  alTords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  to  you  that 
there  is  a  progressive  movement  .ill  along  the  line.  Many  who  have  lis- 
tened to  the  report--,  which  have  heen  sent  broadcast  over  our  State,  about 
the  squandering  of  your  funds  since  we  met  one  year  ago,  have  learned 
for  what  cause  these  falsehoods  were  started,  and  are  coming  back  to  tin- 
fold.  From  the  reports  received  of  late,  we  have  never  had  more  enthu- 
siastic and  harmonious  meetings.  Never  have  the  people  been  mere 
anxious  to  have  our  principles  discussed,  ami  gather  in  larger  crowds  to 
hear  these  discussions,  than  for  the  past  three  months.  Hut.  brethren. 
many  ate  kept  out  of  the  Order  by  the  hand  of  poverty— unable  to  pav 
their  dues,  or  keep  them  paid,  they  vet  hold  to  the  principles,  though  not 
members.  1  believe  that  if  it  was  not  fur  the  poverty  in  the  country  our 
Order  would  be  stronger  numerically  than  it  lias  ever  been.  Twelve  Sub- 
Alliances  have  surrendered  their  charters  the  past  vear,  throe  new  char- 
ter^ have  been  sent  out,  and  one  surrendered  charter  returned  to  the  old 
members.  For  the  want  of  funds,  no  lecturing  has  been  done  .since  Mav 
1893.  except  through  the  Business  Agencv  in  i t >  work  (which  lias  been 
done  since  January,  1893),  or  where  the  brethren  have  paid  the  expen.»es 
of  the  speakers.  From  the  many  reports  circulated  about  the  demise  of 
the  Order  la*t  fall,  many  Subs  have  been  induced  to  withhold  their  reports 
and  dues,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  general  rev  ival  on  that  line,  and  quite  a 
number  who  had  held  olT  waiting  for  the  Alliance  to  burst  have  re-organ- 
ized and  gone  to  work  in  earnest,  while  others  are  in  progress  of  re-or 
ganization. 

The  Plan  of  Relief  for  the  Alliance  that  was  inaugurated  at  the  last 
State  meeting,  lias  done  much  good  to  many  of  our  brethren,  though  the 
failure  to  pay  in  full  for  all  losses  shows  that  under  the  present  system  it 
cannot  be  successful.  I  received  for  this  fund  to  August  5,  $1,24243.  Up 
to  May  6,  1893,  I  paid  out  $720.74  in  full  for  losses  and  expenses  as  per 
relief  plan.  So  many  applications  came  in  soon  after  that  date,  and  the 
applications  for  losses  so  far  exceeding  the  amount  on  hand,  I  did  not 
(could  not  without  discriminating)  pay  any  until  the  meeting  of  tne 
Executive  Committee  in  May,  when  they  directed  me  to  pay  out  the  fund 
pro  rata  according  to  losses.  The  amount  paid  out  was  $148.70,  and  the 
losses  amounted  to  $1,380.  Hoping  that  funds  could  lie  realized  to  tide 
over  the  losses  till  this  meeting,  I  sent  out  a  circular  with  regular  quar- 
terly blanks  to  sub-secretaries  asking  the  brethren  for  assistance. to  meet 
these  losses  if  possible.     Only  a  small  amount  was  received.     Applica- 
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cation?  continuing  to  come  in  for  larger  amounts  than  the  fund  brought 
in,  I  did  not  pay  any  of  it  out  but  awaited  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  on  the  2d  of  August  for  instructions.  They  directed  me  to 
lav  the  matter  before  you.  I  have  now  on  hand  $372.90,  and  Applications 
for  losses  to  August  5  fur  $1,684.50.  How  shall  I  pay  out  this  fund?  I 
would  suggest  that  the  constitution  be  changed  in  this  particular;  that 
the  fund  go  to  the  needy  ones,  or  that  the  dues  of  this  fund  collected  in 
the  State  treasury  for  each  quarter  be  used  to  pay  losses  that  occur  only 
for  that  quarter  in  full,  if  possible,  if  not,  then  pro  rata. 

The   following   is    my   report   of   receipts  and  disbursements  of  State 
funds : 

RECEIPTS^ 

Fees  and  dues  September  30,  iSo,2._ $1,100  70 

Fees  and  dues  December  31,  1892 410  60 

Fees  and  dues  March  31,  1893  __ _ 1,099  °5 

Fees  and  dues  June  30,  1S93 _ 792  77 

From  all  other  sources _ 2,802  83 


♦6,206  55 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Lecturing  prior  to  June,  1S92 $      50  00 

President's  salary 150  00 

President's  expenses  prior  to  August,  1892 113  75 

W.  A.  Graham,  salary  and  postage  to  February,  1893....      757  5^ 

Executive  Committee's  expenses  four  meetings 263  2S 

Secretary-Treasurer's  salary  from  July  1,  1892 1,270  00 

Clerk  hire  prior  to  State  meeting _ 

Clerk  hire  since  State  meeting 

Stamp  account _ 

Office  rent,  wood,  coal,  etc 

Printing,  stationery,  etc 


Officers  and  delegates  to  State  meeting 

Monev  returned  to  delegates  and  others 


25 

OO 

48 

r>0 

189 

V) 

201 

19 

528 

53 

2.O4I 

75 

128 

05 

7<">7 

15. 

S: 

Balance  on  hand ♦    4^S  73 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  BARNES, 

Secretary -Treasurer. 
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The  Business  Agent's  report  was  next  in  order,  and 
being  read  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Reports,  and 
upon  recommendation  was  adopted  as  follows: 

To  Ihf   Xnrth    Carolina   Fnnnrrx'   Sltih    AUiniirr: 

Since  niir  last  annual  meeting  our  Order  has  passed  through  a  severe 
struggle  f«>r  life,  and  had  not  the  Almighty  been  on  the  side  <>f  justice  and 
n<;l)t  your  charter  would  have  been  repealed,  your  fund  placed  in  the 
hand  of  a  receiver,  and  1  fear  much  of  it  would  have  been  squandered,  as 
many  contributors  were  able  to  contribute  only  a  small  amount — many 
lc-s  than  one  dollar.  I  am  truly  thankful  that  to-day  we  are  standing 
nearer  as  a  unit  by  our  grand  and  noble  principles!  of  the  Alliance  than 
ever  before. 

Thi>  has  been  a  hard  year  on  the  farming  class  of  tins  .state;  with  the 
prices  of  the  leading  staple  crops  selling  for  about  the  cost  of  tin  ii  pro- 
duction, and  in  some  cases  less,  their  inability  to  gel  cash  to  make  their 
present  crop,  they  ha\  e  hail  to  depend  on  getting  much  on  time  from  tin  ir 
local  merchants.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  money,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee thought  it  wise  to  suspend  the  thirty-day  clause  for  selling  to 
bonded  agents  till  they  could  collect  and  pav  up  their  accounts. 

There  are  two  important  conditions  that  the  Agency  thinks  would  be  a 
great  blessing  to  our  Order:  first,  that  we  do  all  we  can  to  arrive  at  a 
cash  system  just  as  soon  as  possible;  and,  second,  that  we  get  our  breth- 
ren to  raise  improved  stock  and  grow  more  clover  and  grass.  I  have  been 
unable  to  till  all  orders  for  Poland  China  pigs  at  ten  dollars  per  pair  eight 
weeks  old. 

We  have  made  an  effort  to  u;et  clothing  and  shoes  at  wholesale  prices 
for  our  brethren  ever  since  we  have  been  in  the  office,  and  not  until  last 
December  have  we  been  aide  to  accomplish  it.  I  went  to  Philadelphia 
last  December  to  meet  a  representative  of  the  Postal  Shoe  Company, 
1).  1).  Gile,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  there  made  a  contract  with  that 
firm  to  supply  our  Order  with  shoes.  It  was  too  late  for  fall  trade,  con- 
sequently we  have  sold  only  1,600  or  1.S00  pairs.  I  am  looking  for  a  large 
trade  this  fall.  We  also  have  a  contract  with  the  Alliance  Clothing 
House,  liostotl,  Massachusetts,  that  I  think  will  be  greatly  to  our  advan- 
tage to  use.      I  feel  that  I  can  commend  both  of  them  to  our  brethren. 

Notwithstanding  the  derangement  of  business  incident  upon  a  heated 
Presidential  election,  the  attacks  on  our  Order,  the  scarcity  of  money,  our 
brethren  have  used  the  Agency  very  largely  this  year.  Our  purchases  for 
our  brethren  have  been  larger  than  in  any  other  year,  except  one.  There 
are  some  very  encouraging  facts  you  will  notice  by  comparing  the  pur- 
chases made  by  the  brethren  through  this  office.  Last  year  we  bought 
nearly  1,000  bushels  of  meal  more  than  this,  and  nearly   1,000  bushels  of 
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corn  more  in  1S91  than  this  year.  We  ordered  the  exact  number  of  bar- 
relsof  sugar  i  1335),  and  buggies  (40)  this  year  a-  la*t.  Onr  gross  amount 
of  purchases  for  this  year  is  $362,618.27.  I  have  sent  out  the  following  let- 
ter  to  manufacturers  and  wholesale  dealers  whose  names  appear  in  the 
North  Carolina  Bulletin  as  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  fertilizers.  I 
have  received  but  few  replies,  and  have  not  made  any  contract  for  next 
vear's  supply  of  fertilizers.  I  would  recommend  the  same  terms  to  Uu-i  • 
ness  Agents  delivering  guano — one  half  of  what  the  State  Alliance  gets, 
that  is,  twenty-five  cents  per  ton. 

I  would  recommend  that  section  17,  article  13.  he  stricken  out  and  the 
following  l>e  adopted  : 

1.  The  Business  Agent  shall  conduct  the  business  of  his  office  under  the 
supervision  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Business  Agent  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  may  direct  that  no  goods  shall  he  sold  without  the  cash 
accompanying  the  order. 

3.  lie  shall  keep  a  record  of  each  transaction  in  a  hunk  furnished  fur 
the  purpose,  showing  articles  purchased  or  sold,  price  paid  or  received 
for  them  individually  and  in  gross  amount. 

4  Persons  who  are  eligible  shall  be  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  our  Hade 
arrangements  bv  paying  the  regular  fee  ftir  entrance  and  annual  dues,  and 
th'ev  mav  be  made  honorary  members  having  all  the  benefits  and  advan- 
tages of  the  Alliance,  except  they  shall  not  participate  in  its  private  meet- 
ings. This  recommendation  was  made  especially  tor  those  whose  church 
regulations  preclude  them  from  joining  secret  societies. 

5.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  to  those  outside  of 
the  Alliance,  at  an  advance  over  Alliaucemen,  and  pay  the  same  taxes  to 
the  State  that  others  doing  the  same  business  pay. 

A  proposition  has  been  made  from  a  Baltimore  hatter  to  manufacture 
expressly  for  our  Order  two  or  three  grades  of  hats  from  the  best  mate- 
rial, and  will  be  given  to  us  at  the  very  lowest  wholesale  prices.  By  this 
means,  in  this  one  article  alone  our  brethren  would  always  secure  the  best 
of  goods  at  lowest  prices  and  thousands  of  dollars  could  be  saved  to  them 
annually.  I  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  select  the  style 
of  hats  and  that  we  have  samples  of  the  three  grades  manufactured  and  to 
be  laid  before  your  Executive  Committee  at  its  next  meeting. 

I  also  recommend,  that  three  or  more  grades  of  goods  for  clothing  be 
selected  and  manufactured  expressly  for  the  use  of  our  brethren,  and  that 
the  goods  be  made  into  clothes  by  the  employment  of  our  brethren  in  the 
manufacture.  This  would  also  save  a  great  deal  in  the  purchase  of  cloth- 
ing and  help  a  great  many  of  our  people  who  know  how  to  use  the  needle. 

I  herewith  submit  a  partial  list  of  articles  of  merchandise  ordered  by 
me  during  the  past  year  for  the  brethren  : 
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Partial  List  ok  Articles  ok  Mi  iu  iiaxdisk  ordered  by  W.  II. 
Worth,  State  Business  Aoknt  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alli- 
ance, prom  August  i,  189J,  t<>  Acocst  i,  1893. 

Pounds.   '    Matches 41 

Bacon _  70,300  I-yc 106 

Lard   111,067  Axlt'  Kreasc -9 

Ship  stuff 135.S00  Soap »>S 

Barbed  wire 47.550  Starch 117 

Rit'e 8,500 

Pepper  ami  spice 4,110  Tons 

Candy 6,685  Hone  meal ■<) 

Tobacco _ 3,680  Plaster 318 

Hinder  twine 1,610  Cottonseed  meal.. 85 

Hay _ 3,000  Alliance  guano 10,695 

Barrels.  '  Sundries. 

';'1,)lir lu<'2  Fruit   jars  (do/.. J 205 

Sugar  _ 1,335  Sets  of  harness  39 

Molasses 143  iron  Safes„„ '3 

1>ork  4''  Cane  and  cider  mills  6 

l*'ish 79  Farm  bells  So 

Li»"e - 24  Plows  196 

()il  I28  Ties  (bundles)      63 

Potatoes 166  p.ljrs  sh(H.s I>S4- 

Cotton  planters  6 

Bushels.       uuggies  ; _ 40 

Meal  , 235       Wagons 30 

Peas 228       Stoves 07 

Corn  _ 77       Sewing  machines _ 333 

Wheat 351       Cotton  bagging  (lbs.) '»350 

Rye 85       Feed  cutters _ 53 

Oats „ 663       Mowers 5 

Clover _ 204       Rakes  .„.* 3 

Grass  seed 352       Castings _ 6,513 

Gnipe  baskets. 29,600 

Hags.       Organs  _ 9 

CofTee 381    j    R°»d  carts 29 

Salt  844 

Keg>. 

Cases.  ,  Soda  221 

Soda  80  <  Nails _ 169 

Crackers 61  J  Horse  shoes 27 

Cheese _ 120  |  Horse-shoe  nails  (lbs.) 275 

Sundry  Articles. 
Clothing,  furniture,  knives  and  forks,  shoe-blacking,  canned  oysters, 
blue-stone,  raisins,  extracts,  paper  bags  and  twine,  snutT,  scales,  plow-lines, 
hoes,  shovels,  forks,  coal  grates,  tobacco   flues,  plow   bolts,  rooting,  guns, 
canned  fruits,  medicines,  etc. 

Respectfully  submitted,  W.  H.  WORTH, 

State  Business  Agent. 
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Report  of  Trustee  was  presented  by  Jiro.  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, Jr.,  was  read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Reports, 
and  adopted  as  follows  : 

To  th-c  Xorth    C<ir<>li»<i   Furnfi *'   State  Alluturr: 

As  is  known  to  you,  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session  attempted  to 
repeal  the  charter  of  your  body,  basing  the  attempt  on  two  grounds — 

i.  That  the  members  of  the  Alliance  were  individually  liable  for  its 
obligations.  This  was  ;i  reflection  on  the  attorney  who  drew  the  charter 
tor  the  Alliance,  Hon.  1'.  1).  Walker,  of  Charlotte,  one  of  the  purest  ami 
most  learned  lawyers  in  the  St.i  te,  and  exhibited  an  ignorance  of  primary 
principles  of  law  which  would  cause  the  Supreme  Court  to  reject  any 
applicant  for  license. 

2.  That  the  liusiness  Agency  fund  was  about  to  be  used  tor  political 
purposes.  This  was  a  great  outrage  upon  the  Trustee  to  be  advertised 
throughout  the  country  as  unworthy  of  the  trust  confided  to  him,  and  was 
a*  base  as  it  was  false.  He  has  quarterly  accounted  to  the  Executive 
Committee  and  annually  to  your  body  for  every  dollar,  and  the  outrage 
upon  a  humble  citizen  by  the  law-making  [tower  of  the  State  is  without  a 
parallel  in  the  history  ol  the  Stale.  The  attempt  to  repeal  was  abandoned 
l>ut  some  amendments  were  passed.  Such  proceedings  are  unique  in  our 
State,  and  would  never  have  been  attempted  upon  any  class  save  the  far- 
mer whom  it  was  hoped  and  expected  could  be  divided  anil  kept  apart  so 
as  to  prevent  their  resenting  the  outrage.  That  the  existence  of  the  Order 
should  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  conduct  of  an  officer  was  ne\  er  known 
in  law  before,  either  ancient  or  modern.  Why  not  punish  the  officer  for 
violation  ot  the  law?  We  suppose  the  power  to  violate  contracts  that  i< 
claimed  uuder  the  right  to  repeal  or  amend  charters  would  have  given 
them  power  to  declare  him  guilty  of  manslaughter  or  even  murder  in  the 
tirst  degree  for  non-compliance  with  the  law. 

The  amendments  offered  by  the  officers  of  the  Alliance  covered  all  the 
ground  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  professed  to  be  sought,  and 
the  refusal  to  accept  them  shows  the  whole  alTair  was  one  of  sinister 
motives  which  the  promoters  lacked  the  manliness  toopenlv  acknowledge, 
namely,  the  injury  or  destruction  of  the  Alliance.  When  the  officers  ot 
the  Alliance  appeared  before  the  Legislature  committee  no  one  appeared 
to  answer  them  or  advocate  the  measure. 

After  the  passage  of  the  act  I,  as  directed  by  the  law,  have  endeavored 
to  honestly  discharge  the  duties  imposed,  and  return  to  each  one  apply- 
ing the  amount  due  him,  at  the  same  time  remembering  that  I  was  Trus- 
tee to  whom  the  fund  was  committed,  and  it  was  equally  my  duty  to  see 
that  only  those  allowed  by  the  law  should  be  paid.  This  has  taken  cau- 
tious work.     Notes  with  no  evidence  they  were  ever  paid  have  been  pre- 
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senled.  Notes  which  were  paid  to  secretaries  and  the  money  never  sent 
to  Trustee,  and  some  have  sent  both  note  and  certificate  endeavoring  lo 
lo  draw  a  double  portion.  • 

So  far  I  think  no  one  not  entitled  to  receive  has  been  paid.  I  append 
a  list  of  those  who  have  been  paid  arranged  by  counties.  Whole  amount 
paid,  Si, 002.34  to  August  1,  1893. 

I  submit  a  copy  of  statement  furnished  eaeh  person  withdrawing  con- 
tribution. Amount  paid  each  contributor,  ninety-two  cents  on  dollar  of 
face  value. 

North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 

BUSINESS      AGENCY       FUND. 

Macpelah,  N.  C, ,  1S93. 

Mr 

I)EAK   Sir:    1  enclose  you  herein  cents. 

1'.  ().  money  order,  registered  letter  in  payment  of  certificate  No.  _ 

* •   ' 

The  contributions  to  the  fund  have  been  $35,000.00 

I  he  lo-ses  paid  by  order  of  Executive  Committee  are        2,732.10 

Present  amount  $32,267.00 

Your  proportion,  cents. 

Less  cash,  P.  O.  money  order,  registered  letter,  cents. 

Less  postage,  cents. 

Amount  due  you,  cents. 

Respectfully,  W.  A.  GRAHAM, 

Trustee. 

In  furtherance  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  for  the  protection  of 
the  Trustee,  after  consultation  of  my  attorney  with  the  Attorney  General, 
it  has  been  decided  that  the  following  rides  shall  be  observed  by  those 
who  wish  to  withdraw  any  sums  they  may  have  contributed  to  said  Fund. 
viz  : 

1.  No  certificate  will  be  considered  as  presented  for  payment  until 
received  by  the  Trustee. 

2.  No  transfer  of  certificate  will  be  recognizee" ;  the  law  allows  oniy 
contributors  to  withdraw. 

3.  Every  contributor  presenting  a  certificate  for  payment  must  write 
his  name  on  back  of  said  certificate. 

4.  Each  certificate  will  be  paid  as  a  unit,  in  order  that  the  number  of 
the  postoflice  money  order  or  registered  letter  by  which  it  is  paid  can  be 
placed  on  it  in  cancellation  and  marked  opposite  on  the  books. 

5.  Any  one  sending  certificate  for  others  must  send  power  of  attorney 
in  due  form,  as  required  by  law  in  other  cases. 
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6.  Anv  one  sending  a  certificate  of  a  deceased  person  must  send  with 
the  certificate  a  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  tin-  Superior  Court  of  the 
county  in  which  he  qualified  as  administrator  or  executor  that  he  is  the 
duly  qualified  executor  or  administrator  of  said  deceased  person. 

7.  All  affidavits  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  must  be  accompanied  by 
the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  as  to  said  Justice  being 
dulv  qualified  and  acting  as  such,  as  required  in  other  cases. 

8.  That  where  any  contributor  or  holder  of  a  certificate  is  now  or  lias 
been  a  Business  Agent  for  his  Sub- Alliance,  or  for  his  County  Alliance, 
and  is  indebted  to  the  State  Business  Agency,  or  to  the  Trustee  of  the 
State  Business  Agency  Fund,  then  said  Trustee  will  hold  whatever  sum 
said  person  may  have  contributed  as  an  offset  to  said  indebtedness  to  said 
Business  Agency  Fund. 

9.  That  expense  for  postage  concerning  a  certificate  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  amount  found  due  on  such  certificate. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  state  that  in  my  interviews  with  the  Attorney 
General,  Hon.  F.  I.  Osborne,  he  always  met  me  not  as  the  prosecutor  of 
the  Alliance,  but  as  an  impartial  officer  of  the  State.  He  not  only  decided 
upon  such  questions  as  I  presented,  but  of  his  own  volition  suggested 
others  involved  in  the  case  so  that  the  whole  question  might  be  settled  at 
the  start.  This  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  your  Trustee.  The  law 
does  not  compel  the  Attorney  General  to  pass  upon  questions  unless 
brought  before  him  in  due  course  of  law.  The  fact  that  the  Attorney 
General  has  waived  this  right  and  given  decision  simply  on  reqviest  of 
Trustee  entitles  him  to  the  thanks  and  commendation  of  the  Alliance. 

BUSINESS    AGENCY    FUND. 

Amount  contributed _ $35,000.00 

Losses  as  reported  to  Executive  Committee 2,782.10 

Refunded  under  act  of  Legislature 1,002.34 

*  3'7^4-44 
Present  amount _  $31,265.56 

CONTENTS. 

31,750  N.  C.  four  per  cent,  bonds  cost_ _ $30,708.68 

Call  loan „ _ _ „ 150,00 

Cash _ _ 406.88 


$31,265.56 


LOSSES    AS    REPORTED. 

Cotton  bagging $     861.90 
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Accounts  of  State  Uusiness  Agent 650.20 

Loan  to  State  Alliance 1,220.00 


.f  2.732.10 

1  have  held  amount  received  from  interest  on  fund  as  invested,  hut  have 
not  paid  amounts  ahove  Trustee's  salary  <>n  the  loan,  as  this  is  the  only 
money  1  could  use  it'  at  any  time  taken  into  omit.  I  hope  by  January  1 
to  commence  repayment,  and  if  Ageno  does  well  will  he  able  to  pay  hack 
the  $1,220  during  the  year,  or  that  my  successor  can.  The  earnings  of  the 
Agency  now  go  to  1  rustee,  and  not  to  Executive  Committee.  The  Leg- 
islature allowed  the  Trustee  only  >ixty  days  to  get  ready  for  payment. 
There  was  no  way  to  collect  this  amount,  and  I  had  to  report  it  a  loss. 

AMENDMENTS. 

1  suggest  the  following  amendments  to  the  Uusiness  Agency  Fund  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution,  the  sections  to  he  numbered  as  they  "lit  in." 

1.  When  any  transfer  is  made,  the  person  transferring  shall  write  upon 
the  back  of  the  certificate,  "  For  value  received  1  hereby  transfer  this  cer- 
tiorate to  A  15."  The  person  to  whom  transferred  shall  attach  to  it  the 
certificate  <»i  the  Secretary  of  the  Alliance  to  which  he  belongs,  that  he  is 
a  member  in  good  and  regular  standing.  He  shall  forward  this  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  who  shall  note  the  transfer  on  his  list  ot 
contributors  to  the  fund,  and  issue  a  new  certificate  of  the  same  number 
to  the  person  to  whom  transferred. 

2.  When  a  contributor  shall  die,  leaving  a  widow,  and  there  is  no 
administration  upon  his  estate,  upon  application  of  such  widow,  accom- 
panied by  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Alliance  to  which  the 
deceased  belonged  that  she  is  such  widow,  and  surrender  of  certificate  of 
contribution,  the  Trustee  is  authorized  to  pay  such  widow  the  value  of 
said  certificate. 

3.  It  being  the  intention  of  those  contributing  to  the  reimbursement  of 
the  Fund  in  place  of  those  withdrawing  their  contributions  and  not  to 
increase  the  amount  paid  withdrawers,  the  Trustee  is  directed  to  keep  a 
separate  account  of  all  such  moneys,  to  be  known  as  the  "New  Series,'" 
and  the  Secretary  in  issuing  certificates  to  such  contributors  shall  stamp 
on  the  face  "  New  Series,"  and  shall  begin  the  numbering  of  each  class  of 
such  certificates  with  No.  1. 

I  hope  the  committee  will  revise  and  perfect  these  amendments,  if 
adopted,  so  that  they  will  accomplish  the  object  sought.  I  have  not  the 
strength  to  do  this. 

Fraternally,  W.  A.  GRAHAM, 

Trustee. 

Report  of  Lecturer  deferred  till  Wednesday  by  request. 
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The  following  committees  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent: 

On  Publication  of  Reports — John  Graham,  chairman;  A.J  Move,  C. 
Thompson,  W.  E.  Bowers,  John  A.  Sims.  J.  J.  Long  and  W.  VV.  Drew. 

On  Demands  and  Resolutions — Dr.  J.  K.  Person,  chairman  ;  I*.  J.  Leon- 
ard. A.  1).  K.  Wallace,  Dr.  A.  J  Dal  by,  J.  M.  Mewhoorne,  F.  Ashton, 
G.  W.  McCracken,  W.  C  Connell,  J.  S.  Mitchell,  E.  A.  Conrad,  Rev. 
Colin  Shaw,  G.  L.  Hardison,  W.    W.  Teague  and  M.  Oliver. 

On  Business  Agency— Dr.  A.  J.  Dalbv,  chairman;  D.  W.  Lindsay,  J.J. 
Long,  Rev.  11.  W.  Norris,  11.  L.  Johnson,  S.  A.  Earnhardt.  L.  E.  Nc«- 
som,  John  Brady,  J.  11.  Barker  and  R.  11.  Lane. 

On  Constitution  and  By-Laws — E.  L.  Franks,  chairman;  A.  A-  May- 
nard,  J.  S.  Johnston,  ().  F.  Herring,  T.  L  Vail,  Dr  J.  A.  Harris,  B.  V. 
Idol.  Rev.  Colon  Shaw,  W.T.Merrill,  Prof.  N,  C.  English,  VV.  II.  Oer- 
haldt,  J.  A.  Davis,  (i.  R.  Marsbbornc  and  C.  T.  Flowers. 

On  Districting  State — Dr.  C-  Thompson  and  Rev.  J.  T.  15.  Hoover. 

Miscellaneous  Committee — W.  M.  Bateman.  chairman;  W.  1).  Wall, 
T.  L.Green,  J.  G.  King,  G.  R.  Maridihorne,  VV,  K.  Harris  J.  VV.  Atdridge, 

Walter  Keith,  G.  J.  Freeman,  E.  (i.  Johnson,   J.  A.  Cauhle,  J.  T.  Wilson, 
T.  L.  Jones,  I).  A.  Gill,  E.  G.  Johnson  and  S.  C.  Kerlev. 

On  Education— N.  C.  English,  chairman;  T.  J.  Oldham,  C.  M.  llol- 
comb,  P.  M.  Pierson,  J.  II.  Parker,  W.  B.  Felton,  Robert  Williams,  W.J. 
Williams,  J.  W.  Bason,  Dr.  D.  Reid  Parker,  J.  (J.  Curry  and  W.  G.  King. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  T.  Ivey,  the  manager  of  Progressive 
Farmer,  State  organ,  was  requested  to  make  a  report. 

A  motion  for  the  Alliance  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  9.30 
o'clock  Wednesday  morning  was  carried. 


SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  August  9,  1892. 
The  Alliance  was  opened  promptly  at  9.30  o'clock  by 
President  Butler.      Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 
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Delegates  from  Perquimans,  Pasquotank  and  Chowan 
presented  r.redentials  and  were  seated. 

Chair  called  for  resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  r,  by  F.  Ashton,  referred  to  Committee 
on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  2,  by  A.  J.  Move,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  3,  by  A.  I).  K.  Wallace,  referred  to 
Committee  on   Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  4,  by  Colon  Shaw,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  5,  by  M.  A.  Wood,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  6,  by  J.  A.  Davis,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  7,  by  J.  A.  Davis,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  8,  by  J.  A.  Davis,  referred  to  Miscella- 
neous Committee. 

Resolution  No.  9,  by  N.  M.  Culbreth,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  10,  by  G.  W.  Lindsay,  referred  to  Com- 
mitter on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  11,  by  L.  L.  Conrad,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Relief  Fund. 

Resolution  No.  12,  by  F.  Ashton,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Insurance. 

The  President  appointed  Committee  on  Insurance  and 
Relief.      F.  Ashton,  chairman  of  committee. 

Resolution  No.  13,  by  E.  G.  Johnson,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Relief  and  Insurance. 

Resolution  No.  14,  by  R.  II.  Lane,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution  and  Bv-Laws. 
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Resolution  No.  15,  by  A.  A.  Maynard,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  16,  by  J.  W.  Denmark,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  17,  by  L.  T.  Wilson,  referred  to  Miscel- 
laneous Committee. 

Resolution  No.  18,  by  John  Graham,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  19,  by  S.  A.  Ernhart,  referred  to  Mis- 
cellaneous Committee. 

Resolution  No.  20,  by  J.  E.  Person,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee A)n  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  21,  by  Q.  F.  Herring,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  22,  by  Frank  Dail,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Relief  and  Insurance. 

Resolution  No.  23,  by  E.  L.  Frank,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  manager  of  Progressive  Farmer, 
made  a  verbal  report,  as  requested  by  the  body  yesterday 
which    was    referred    to    Committee    on     Publication    of 
Reports. 

Bro.  T.  T.  Speight  made  a  ringing  speech  in  advocacy 
of  the  Progressive  Farmer,  and  stated  why  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  member  of  the  Order  to  subscribe  for  the  Alli- 
ance organ  and  to  work  in  every  way  possible  to  encour- 
age and  sustain  it. 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  through  one  of  its  members. 
Bro.  N.  M.  Culbreth  (the  chairman  not  being  present), 
reported  that  no  business  had  come  before  that  committee 
for  the  past  year. 

The  State  Lecturer  then  made  his  report,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication  and  adopted  as 
follows : 
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To  the  North   Coroli'iu  Furwrv'  State  Alliance: 

Lack  of  funds  for  the  use  of  lliis  department,  in  consequence  of  recent 
amendments  to  our  charter,  has  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  take  the 
field  as  Lecturer.  But.  as  representing  the  Business  Agency,  by  direction 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  I  have  addressed  the  public  on  some  seventy 
occasions,  in  twenty-four  counties,  since  the  13th  of  April,  1S93.  Brother 
J.  T.  B.  Hoover  has  represented  the  Agency  in  a  number  of  other  coun- 
ties, and  has  done  noble  work  in  upbuilding  the  Order.  The  brethren 
everywhere  have  treated  us  both  with  unbounded  kindness  and  rendered 
us  material  assistance  in  the  work. 

In  the  face  of  all  the  Order  has  had  to  contend  against,  it  is  now  rap- 
idly improving  both  in  spirit  and  in  numbers.  Although  sensible  men  of  ^ 
whatever  party  affiliation  see  and  know  that  the  charge  so  industriously 
repeated  by  our  enemies,  that  "the  Alliance  left  its  first  principles  and 
became  partisan,"  is  utterly  unfounded  in  fact,  yet  the  charge  continues 
to  be  made,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  made  by  any  and  every  political 
party  in  turn  on  losing  the  support  of  a  majority  of  Alliancemen.  If  the 
Order  were  partisan,  however,  it  would  not  be  terrible  in  the  eyes  of  par- 
sans,  and  the  charge  of  partisanship  would  cease.  It  has  never  been 
brought  by  a  party  benefited  by  the  support  of  the  majority  of  the  Order. 
It  is  only  when  the  party  ox  is  gored,  through  "lack  of  confidence,"  by 
our  non-partisan  bull  that  the  ox  bellows  out  partisanship.  If  the  bull 
gored  some  other  ox  and  helped  this  one,  in  the  eye  of  this  ox  such  action 
would  be  thoroughly  non-partisan. 

The  principles  of  the  Alliance,  as  I  understand  and  teach  them,  are  the 
same  to-day  as  in  the  beginning.  Its  first  declaration  of  purposes  was, 
"To  labor  to  educate  the  agricultural  classes  in  the  science  of  economical 
government  in  a  strictly  non-partisan  spirit."  The  mission  of  the  Order 
i>  to  educate,  because  all  indiv  idlial  ami  national  evils  originate  in  igno- 
rance ;  to  educate  "in  the  science  of  economical  government,"  which  is 
politics,  because  the  evils  we  complain  of  are  political,  fastened  upon  u>- 
1)\-  political  action  grounded  in  political  ignorance,  and  to  be  gotten  rid 
of  only  by  political  action  based  upon  political  wisdom;  to  educate  "in 
a  strictly  non  partisan  spirit,"  because  political  teaching  and  study  in  a 
partisan  spirit  tends  blindly  to  secure  the  supremacy  of  a  party  regardless 
of  the  effect  upon  political  truth  and  the  popular  welfare.  And  this  exhi- 
bition of  party  spirit  is  equally  ruinous  under  whatever  name.  It  is  the 
true  Allianceinan's  purpose  to  serve  the  ends  of  no  political  party,  whether 
Democratic,  Republican  or  People's,  but  to  made  every  political  party 
serve  the  interests  of  every  legitimate  industry  ;  and  this  can  be  done  only 
as  we  educate  men  to  be  wise  and  patriotic  rather  than  partisan;  to  look 
upon  all  parties  as  faithless  unless  forced,  and  to  be  rendered  faithful  and 
servants  at  all  only  under  the  constant  eye  of  a  master  ready  to  punish. 
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Along  the  lino  of  such  education  we  have  done  much,  and  hitter  expe- 
rience of  progressive  ruin  keeps  ceaseless  school  among  the  blind  devo 
tees  of  all  parties.  The  increasing  burden  of  oppression  i--  the  best  eve 
opener.  The  most  irresistible  of  all  teachers,  the  one  seen  and  be. nil  |)V 
the  weaker  in  e\erv  avocation,  i-  hard  times,  tin-  God  of  Liberty's  loudesl 
appeal  to  men  to  be  free.  The  people  are  more  nearly  non  partisan  to  dav 
than  ever  before. 

From  the  beginning  the  Alliance  has  been  a  polil  ical  organization  ami.  ir 
true  to  its  first  principles,  it  will  always  continue  to  be.     There  could  lie 
no  excuse  for  it>  existence  otherwise.       Hut   it   was   not    partisan   in  the 
beginning,  nor  i»  it  partisan  now.     If  it  were  said  to  be  partisan  in  1  S» j. 
for  as  jrood  reason  it  was  partisan  in  i88S  ami  in  l8<p,  in  which  years  thi1 
charge  of  partisanship  was  not   made.     It  endeavors  to  teach,  but  ii«  tin 
other  way  does  it   interfere  with  fine's  political  notions.      It  desires  unit\  * 
a-  essential,  but   it    prefers  charity  in  all  things  ;is  being  the  only  in  'thod 
of  securing  the  unity  desired.     All  teaching  i<  don  •  in  love,  an. I  to  fulfill 
our  mission  we  must  individually  exercis.;  this  !>V-,.\I  spirit   n  it  oilv 
toward  the  agiicultural  classes,  but  toward  all  c!as*es  who  suT.'r  with  u«  1 

C  THOMPSON.  I 


a  common  oppression. 


Cireensl  oro.  August  8.  1803 


Lecturer. 


Committee  on  Publication  for  State  Press  was  appointed 

by  the  President  as  follows  : 

J.  L.  Ramsey,  J.  15.  Loyd,  J.  K.  Click,  J,  V.  Hamrick 
and  II.  E.  King. 

Resolution  No.  24,  by  W.  D.  Wall,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  25,  by  (>.  J.  Freeman,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Move,  of  Pitt,  resolution  Xo.  jj  was 
taken  from  calendar,  discussed  and  laid  on  table. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  until  3  o'clock  i\  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

President  Butler  convened  the  Alliance  promptly  at  3 
o'clock,  p.  m. 

Resolution  No.  5  was  reported  by  committee,  with  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass. 
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Action  deferred  until  Bro.  Wood,  the  originator,  could 
be  present.      Placed  on  the  calendar. 

Resolution  No.  v?,  by  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  of  Rutherford 
•county,  was  taken  up. 

The  committee  recommend  its  passage.  Adopted,  anil 
is  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  The  present  election  laws  of  North  Carolina  arc  so  framed 
as  to  allow  a  criminal  perversion  of  tin-  will  of  the  people;  and  whereas, 
the  purity  of  the  ballot  is  necessary  for  the  perpetuation  of  our  liberties; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  our  elections  we  must  have  a  free  ballot  and  a  fair 
count.  We  denounce  all  acts,  by  whatever  partj  done  are  attempted,  to 
reverse  or  thwart  the  will  of  the  sovereign  people  of  this  State,  and 
demand  of  the  next  Legislature  a  law  which  will  guarantee  a  fair  election. 
We  call  upon  the  press  and  good  men  everywhere  to  join  us  in  this 
demand. 

Resolution  No.  4,  by  j.  li.  Person,  of  Wayne,  was  read, 
with  substitute  of  committee. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  as  lollows  : 

WllEKRAs,  The  National  Economist  is  no.  longer  the  organ  of  the  Nat- 
ional Farmers'  Alliance,  by  order  of  its  Executive  Committee:   therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  no  longer 
recognizes  its  utterances  as  official   utterances  of  the   Farmers'  Alliance. 

Committee  report  on  resolution  9,  by  N.  M.  Culbreth, 
favorably,  as  corrected  by  them,  and  was  adopted  by  the 
body  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alli- 
ance be  tendered  to  Hon.  F.  I.Osborne.  Attorney  General  of  North  Caro- 
lina, for  bis  courteous  services  to  brother  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee  of  the 
Business  Agency  Fund, 

Resolution  No.  1  laid  on  the  table. 

Committee  on  Business  Agency  recommend  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  State  Business  Agent  in  his 
report  be  adopted. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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First.  I  would  recommend  the  same  terms  to  Business  Agents  deliver- 
ing guano — one  hall  of  what  the  State  Alliance  gets,  that  is,  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton. 

Second.  I  would  recommend  that  section  17,  article  13,  be  stricken  our 
and  the  following  he  adopted  : 

1.  The  Business  Agent  shall  conduct  the  business  of  hit  oOlce  under  the 
supervision  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Business  Agent  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  may  direct  that  no  goods  shall  he  sold  without  the  cash 
accompanying  the  order. 

3.  He  shall  keep  a  record  of  each  transaction  in  a  hook  furnished  for 
the  purpose,  showing  articles  purchased  or  sold,  price  paid  or  received 
for  them  individually  and  in  gross  amount. 

4  Persons  who  are  eligihle  shall  be  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  our  trade 
arrangements  by  paying  the  regular  fee  for  entrance  and  annual  dues,  anil 
1hey  may  be  made  honorary  members  having  all  the  benefits  and  advan- 
tages of  the  Alliance,  except  they  shall  not  participate  in  its  private  meet- 
ings. This  recommendation  was  made  especially  for  those  whose  church 
regulations  preclude  them  from  joining  secret  societies. 

5.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  to  those  outside  of. 
the  Alliance,  at  an  advance  over  Alliancemen,  and  pay  the  same  taxes  to 
the  State  that  others  doing  the  same  business  pay. 

Resolution  No.  8.  Recommendation  by  committee  that 
it  do  not  pass. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Davis  asked  of  the  body  to  peimit  him  to 
withdraw  it.     Granted. 

Resolution  No.  19,  by  S.  A.  Ernhardt,  was  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

Resolved.  That  this  Alliance  endorse  the  action  of  the  President  uf  ill. 
State  Alliance  in  his  instructions  to  the  various  Alliances  of  the  Mate  in 
regard  to  the  restoiation  of  delinquent  members  upon  payment  of  one 
quarter's  dues. 

Resolution  No.  17,  by  J.  T.  Wilson,  of  Stokes  county, 
upon  recommendation  of  committee,  tin;  State  Alliance 
endorses  its  action.      The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  Stokes  County  Farmers'  Alliance,  That  we  appropriate 
twenty-five  dollars  out  of  county  funds  to  replace  money  that  may  be 
drawn  out  of  our  State  Business  Agency  Fund  by  individual  sharehold- 
er* living  in  Stoke*  county. 
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Resolved  further,  That  wc  will  contribute  more  if  necessary  to  sustain 
the  Agency. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  read  in  the  State  Alliance. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Districting  State  received,  and 
referred  for  further  action  to  a  joint  committee  composed 
of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-laws  and  Commit- 
tee on  Districting  State. 

Committee  report  resolution  No.  2.  and  recommend  that 
it  pass. 

On  motion,  resolution  referred  hack  to  committee  for 
further  action. 

Committee  report  on  resolution  No.  15,  and  recommend 
that  it  do  not  pass.  Recommendation  of  committee 
adopted. 

Resolution   of  J.   E.    Person,   of    Wayne,   No.    20,  was 

adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  this  ami  each  succeeding  State  Alliance  eleel  a  Steward 
who  -hall  perform  the  functions  of  Assistant  Lecturer. 

Resolution  No.  25  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolution  No.  6  reported  by  committee  without  preju- 
dice.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  all  speeches  were  limited  to  five  minutes. 

Resolutions  called  for. 

Resolution  No.  26,  by  R.  A.  Williams,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  27,  by  R.  A.  Williams,  referred  to  Mis- 
cellaneous Committee. 

Resolution  No.  28,  by  L.  K.  Newsom,  referred  to  Mis- 
cellaneous Committee. 

Resolution  No.  29,  by  J.  A.  Cauble,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  7,  by  permission,  was  withdrawn. 

Resolution  No.  30,  by  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Good  of  the  Order. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  until  S  P.  M. 


^2   proceedings  of  the.  seventh  annual  session 
Evening    Session. 

The  Alliance  convened  according  to  adjournment  by 
the  President. 

Report  of  Miscellaneous  Committee  : 

Resolution  No.  27  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolution  No.  30,  by  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  our  brethren  throughout  the  State  to  providi 
lor  the  social  features  of  our  Order  in  such  way  lh.il  the  mothers,  wives, 
and  daughters  may  become  inofe  interested  in  our  work. 

Resolution  No.  28,  by  L.  E.  Newsom,  of  Wilson,  adop- 
ted, and  is  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  l'olk  Memorial  Association  lias  so  far  fell  .short  of  suc- 
cess in  their  noble  purpose ;  and  whereas  we  believe  that  our  Alliance 
brethren  are  willing  ami  anxious  to  aid  them  in  their  elTorts;  therefore 
tje  it 

Resolved,  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  That  April 
28,  1894,  be  set  apart  as  l'olk  Memorial  Day,  and  that  each  Sub-Alliance 
in  the  State  be  requested  to  meet  on  '^at  tlay  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
and  collecting  funds  for  this  purpose.  Exorcises  to  i>e  conducted  in  such 
a  manner  as  shall  suit  the  pleasure  and  convenience  of  each  Alliance. 

Resolved  further.  That  after  the  success  of  this  object  is  assured,  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  National  Farmers' Alliance  and  Industrial  Union 
be  petitioned  to  meet  in  annual  session  in  the  city  of  Raleigh  and  take 
part  either  in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  said  monument  or  unveiling  the 
same. 

On  motion,  a  collection  lor  the  Polk  Memorial  Fund 
was  taken  up.  $35.90  was  paid  in  to  the  President  in 
cash  and  $2.50  pledged  for  this  fund. 

Resolution  No.  23,  by  E.  L.  Franks,  was  adopted  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  a  question  box  be  established  in  (  ,ery  Sub-Alliance  for 
the  benefit  of  educating  memliers  on  the  great  questions  that  are  being 
discussed  at  this  time. 

Resolution  No.  31,  by  A.  J.  Moye,  referred  to  Commit- 
mi:tee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 
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Resolution  No.  32,  by  W.  E.  Murphy,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee oil  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  33,  by  G.  L.  Hardison,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion,  9  A.M.  Thursday  was  set  apart  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  until  9  a.  m.  Thurs- 
day. 


THIRD   DAY— Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  August  10,  1893. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  9  a.  m.  by  Presi- 
dent Butler.     Minutes  of  Wednesday  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  special  order  was  postponed. 

Resolution  No.  33,  by  J.  E.  Person  and  William  Con- 
uell.  The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
reported  that  No.  29  referred  10  same  subject. 

Both  were  considered  by  the  body,  and  tabled  by  vote 
of  forty  to  twenty-nine. 

Resolution  Xo.  34.  by  W.  G.  King,  was  read,  and  on 
motion  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  State  Alliance,  now  in  session  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.^ 
tender  to  Maj.  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and 
his  family,  its  sympathy  in  the  sore  affliction  which  he  has  suffered,  and 
express  its  heartfelt  regrets  on  account  of  his  inability  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing. With  profound  gratitude  to  God  for  the  improved  condition  of  his 
health,  we  earnestly  pray  and  confidently  hope  that  he  will  he  speedily 
restored  to  perfect  health. 

The  following  communication  was  read  by  Bro.  J.  W. 
Denmark  in  a  very  impressive  manner: 
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As  a  token  of  appreciation  of  our  much-loved  and  respected  President 
of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  the  ladies  of  Riverdalc 
Sub-Alliance,  No.  1303,  request  the  publication  of  the  following  lines  as 
composed  by — The  Composer. 

"MARY    ANN." 
Sung  to  tune  of  "Baby   Mine." 

1.  At  a  meeting  of  the  bosses, 

"Mary  Ann,"  "Mary  Ann"; 
After  counting  up  their  losses. 

'Mary  Ann,"  '"Mary  Ann"; 
They  resolved  you  were  to  blame, 
As  you'd  spoiled  their  little  game. 
So  they  forthwith  called  your  name 

"Mary  Ann,"  "Mary  Ann." 

2.  Oh  !   they  dread  your  watchful  eye, 

"  Mary  Ann,"  "Mary  Ann"; 
Ami  would  dow^you  with  the  cry 

"Mary  Ann,"  "Mary  Ann"; 
Yet  they  walk  on  tarilf  pegs. 
Answer  argument  with  eggs, 
And  of  envy  think  the  dre<j>, 

"  Mary  Ann,"  "  Mary  Ann." 

3.  See  old  enemies  shake  hands, 

"  Mary  Ann,"  "  Mary  Ann  "  : 
Tiny  were;  forced  to  change  their  plans, 

"  Mary  Ann,"  "  Mary  Ann  '* ; 
They  have  left  the  tarilT  tree, 
And  are  in  the  gold  hug  sea 
Breathing  curses  upon  thee, 

"  Mary  Ann,"  "  Mary  Ann."  — By  S.    II.   I>. 

fff  Repeat  last  two  lines  of  each  verve. 

Resolution  No.  35,  by  Cyrus  Thompson,  was  taken  from 
the  calendar,  and  adopted  unanimously  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Far- 
mers' State  Alliance  has  never  had  nor  shall  have  the  power  to  apply  the 
fund  now  in  the  hand  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  to  any  other 
purpose  but  to  the  payment  of  looses  in  accordance  with  the  original 
intention  in  the  establishment  of  the  fund  and  in  compliance  with  the 
charter  passed  by  the  last  Legislature;  hut  that  this  resolution  shall  not 
prevent  the  deposit  of  bonds  to  secure  over-drafts  of  the  Business  Agent. 
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Resolution  No.  36,  by  J.  B.  Loyd,  was  adopted  unani- 
mously as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  hereby 
endorse  the  platform  adopted  by  the  National  Alliance  at  its  meeting  held 
in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  in  November,  1892. 

Communication  from  Bro.  J.  S.  Johnston  was  read  by 
Bro.  N.  M.  Culbreth. 

Communication  from  Bro.  S.  B.  Alexander,  tendering 
his  resignation  as  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
wart  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Prcsulfiit   Xorth   Carolina  Furrtirrs'  Statr  Alliance.: 

1)i;m<  Sin  and  Brother —  Under  existing  conditions,  I  tender  my 
resignation  as  chairman  of  your  Executive  Committee.  I  sincerely 
regret  tli.it  I  feel  compelled  to  do  this. 

Fraternally,  S.  B.  ALEXANDER. 

The  resignation  of  Capt.  S.  B.  Alexander  was  accepted, 
and  the  following  resolution  (No.  37)  was  introduced  by 
Bro.  John  Graham  and  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  Hon.  S.  B.  Alexander  has  tendered  his  resignation  as 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers" 
Stale  Alliance;  ami,  whereas,  Brother  J.  S.  Johnston  declines  to  serve 
lunger  on  the*  same  committee,  his  term  expiring  at  this  meeting;  now. 
he  It  resohed  h\  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance 

1.  That  the  thanks  of  this  hody  he  tendered  those  brethren  for  the  able 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  of  their 
office. 

2.  That  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  our  minutes,  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  same  be  furnished  our  State  papers  for  publication. 

Special  order  for  election  of  officers  was  called,  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected : 

President _ _J.  M.  Mewboome. 

V  ice-  President J.  S.  Bridgers. 

Secretary-Treasurer W.  S.  Barnes. 

Lecturer ■}•"•  Cyrus  Thompson. 

Steward,  or  Ass't  Lecturer.. _ Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Hoover. 
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T         Chaplain  _ Rev.  T.  T.  Speight. 

*  D001  keeper George  T.  Lane. 

Assistant  Doorkeeper _ II.  K.  King. 

\  Sergeant-at-Arnis _ John  R.  Hancock. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mewboorne  sent  in  his  resignation  as  mem- 
ber of  Executive  Committee,  having  been  elected  Presi- 
^»  dent.     Accepted. 

1  Marion  Uutler, 

'  Executive  Committee  -  J.  J.  Long, 

I  A.  I\  1 1  ill-man. 

^  Business  Agent  W    II.  Worth. 

k  Trustee  II.  A.  Fund  Maj.  W   A.  Graham. 

7.  Resolution  No,  38,  by  J.  H.  Loyd,  was  adopted,  and 
'  was  as  follows  : 

j  Resolved,  Tha*  tlie  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  tender  their 
ft  sincere  thanks  to  our  retiring  President,  Marlon  Uutler,  for  the  faithful, 
«u  efficient,  able  and  wise  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  onerous 
•   duties  that  have  devolved  upon  him. 

it       Resolved  further.  That  we  express  our  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the 
'  efforts  of  our  other  retiring  officers  for  the'faithful  services  thev  have  ren- 
dered. 

Resolution  No.  39,  by  W.  \V.  Teague,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion,  the  body  adjourned  until  3  r.  M. 

t 

•  

Afternoon  Session. 
> 

The  Alliance  convened  promptly,  with  President  Butler 
'in  the  chair. 

'     Special  order  for  election  oi"  officers  continued.      Elec- 
tion of  delegates  to  National  Alliance  as  follows: 

'     M.  L.  Wood  and  J.  II.  Sherrill,  delegates. 
*    John  Brady  and  Cyrus  Thompson,  alternates. 
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Resolution  No.  26,  by  R.  A.  Williams,  was  laken  from 
the  calendar  and  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance,  in  session  assembled,  return  our 
thanks  to  the  Editor  ami  Business  Manager  of  the  Progressive  Fanner,  the 
organ  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  for  tin1  manly  and  open 
support  of  the  Order,  and  for  their  generosity  in  according  so  much  space 
to  the  interest  of  the  Business  Agency. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  recognition  of  this  valuable  service,  we 
request  our  brethren  to  subscribe  for  it  and  give  it  a  more  extensive  cir- 
culation. 

Resolution  No.  5,  by  M.  L,  Wood,  which  had  been  on 
the  table  temporarily*,  was  taken  u;>  and  adopted,  thonjjh 
Hro.  Wood  was  vet  confined  to  his  room  bv  sickness,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Whkkkas,  Our  able  and  wise  Senator,  '/..  15.  Vance,  has  recently  hull 
cited  by  letters  that  lie  will  stand  l>\  the  interests  of  the  people  on  the 
silver  question,  regardless  of  party  organization;  therefore  be  it  tesolved 

1.  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  tenders  to  him  our 
thanks  for  the  manlv,  courageous,  consistent  and  honest  stand  he  has  taken 
on  the  silver  question,  and  in  *  icw  of  his  attitude  on  this  question  we  pre- 
sent these  resolutions  to  Senator  Vance  and  the  other  Congressmen  from 
this  State  a^  i  xpressh  e  of  our  fi  clings  and  sentiments  on  the  financial  sit 
nation  of  our  common  country. 

2.  That  we  request  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  that 
they  do  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Sherman  law,  unless  such  legislation 
is  enacted  as  shall  guarantee  the  restoration  of  silver  to  the  position  it 
occupied  prior  to  1873.  and  in  ailj listing  the  monetary  system  of  the  coun- 
try that  they  give  duv  and  careful  consideration  to  the  demands  of  the 
Alliance  upon  finance,  and  under  no  circumstances  to  permit  a  system  to 
be  established  that  shall  not  recognize  land  and  the  staple  crops  as  prime 
and  basic  security  for  money- 

3.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  immediately  to  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  that  they  be  published  in 
the  reform  papers  of  North  Carolina. 

Resolution  No.  40,  by  C.  Thompson,  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  State  Alliance  hereby  endorses  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Committee  in  notifying  the  various  County  Alliances  to  pro- 
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■  vide  for  the  payment  of  tli'ir  delegates  to  this  meeting,  and  that  we 
i  request  the  County  Alliance*  to  make  payment  of  the  same,  this  Alli- 
"jiance  finding  it-;  funds  insufficient  on  account  of  recent  amendments  to  the 
*  charter. 

Resolution  No.  39,  by  W.  Teague,  reported  by  Com- 
mittee and  a  substitute  offered. 

On  motion,  the  substitute  was  voted  on  by  sections,  sec- 
tion 2  being  tabled,  and  section  1  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  State  Alliance  do  recommend  to  the  Executive 
Committee  that  the  salary  of  the  Truster  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund 
should  not  exceed  $800. 

Resolution  No.  31,  by  A.J.  Move,  was  considered,  and 
adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  article  1,  section  5,  of  the  Constitution  he  so  amended 
as  to  allow  the  officers  and  members  of  standing  committees  to  he  consid- 
ered active  members  of  the  County  Alliance,  and  that  they  he  allowed  to 
vote  on  all  questions  coming  before  that  body  just  as  other  rneml>ers,  if 
the  County  Alliance  so  elects. 

Resolution  No.  33,  by  J.  E.  Person  and  W.  C.  Council, 

tabled. 

Resolution  No.  32,  by  W.  li.  Murphy,  tabled 
Substitute  offered  by  committee  for  resolutions   No.  2 

ami  4  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

In  article  3,  section  I.  of  Constitution,  strike  out  pro\  iso>  as  to  median 
ics,  and  substitute,  "  Provided  he  be  not  a  resilient  of  a  town  of  more  than 
three  thousand    inhabitants,  and    under  such  other  restrictions  as  each 
County  Alliance  may,  for  its  own  territory,  deem  wise."' 

Resolution  No.  21,  amended  by  committee,  and  amend- 
ment adopted  as  follows : 

In  article  I,  section  9,  seventh  line  after  October,  "Hut  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  State  Lecturer,  the  time  of  the  county  meetings  may  lie 
altered  within  the  range  of  the  tir»t  twenty  days  of  the  months  named  by 
the  State  President,  Executive  Committee,  Secretary -Treasurer  and  the 
Lecturer,  a  majority  concurring  therein,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
roses  in  vie*-  in  the  division  of  the  State  into  Lecture  Districts." 
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The  Committee  on  Districting  the  State  made  a  report, 
which  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

Thf  State  shall  be  divided  into  eight  Lecture  Districts, 

First  District— Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Chowan. 
•Gates,  Hertford,  Northampton,  Halifax,  Edjjecombe,  Martin  and   Hertie. 

Second  District — Carteret,  Onslow,  Jones,  Lenoir,  Pitt, Craven,  Pamlico, 
Beaufort,  Hyde,  Dare,  Tyrrell  and  Washington, 

Third  District — Greene,  Wayne,  Wilson,  Nash,  Franklin,  Warren. 
Vance,  Granville,  Durham,  Wake.  Harnett  and  Johnston. 

Fourth  District — Chatham,  Moore,  Richmond,  Robeson,  Cumberland, 
Bladen,  Columbus,  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  render,  Duplin  and 
Sampson 

Fifth  District — Anson.  Union,  Stanly.  Montgomery,  Randolph,  David- 
son, Guilford,  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Person,  Orange  and  Alamance. 

Sixtli  District— Alexander,  Caldwell,  Mitchell,  Watauga,  Ashe,  Alle- 
ghany, Wilkes,  Surry,  Stokes,  Forsyth,  Davie  and  Yadkin. 

Seventh  District — Iredell,  Rowan,  Cabarrus,  Mecklenburg,  Gaston,  Lin- 
coln, Catawba,  Burke,  McDowell,  Rutherford,  Polk  and  "Tevelan  1. 

Eighth  I  Ustrict — Cherokee,  Clay,  Macon,  Graham,  Swain,  Jackson,  Hay- 
wood, Madison,  Yancey,  Buncombe,  Henderson  and  Transylvania. 

Resolutions  No.  11,  12,  13  and  22,  in  regard  to  Relief 
Plan,  referred,  on  motion  of  Bro.  Freeman,  to  State  Execu- 
tive Committee,  Secret'iry-Treasurer,  President  and  Lec- 
turer for  completion,  and  all  other  resolutions  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

Resolution  No.  18,  by  John  Graham,  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

Whekkas,  The  Constitution  of  North  Carolina  iimil>  the  amount  of 
taxes  to  be  levied,  ai.d  also  directs  the  public  schools  to  be  run  four 
months  each  year,  and  as  the  two  provisions  are  incompatible;   now  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Legislature  be  petitioned  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  allowing  a  separate  tax  for  public  schools. 

Resolution  R,  by  W.  S.  Barnes,  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  in  article  2,  section  5,  line  8,  the  number  15  be  changed 
tu  30. 

Resolution  C,  by  C.  Thompson,  adopted  as  follows  : 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  expressed  as  the  sense  of  this  body,  that  the  Relief 
Fund  of  each  quarter  should  »>e  divided  pro  rata  at  the  end  of  that  quar 
ter  among  the  losses  occurring  therein* 

A  communication  from  Vice-President  Long  was  read 
by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  until  8.30  v.  M. 


Evening    Session. 

The  Alliance  convened  at  8.30  o'clock.  President  in  the 
chair. 

Resolution  41,  by  J.  E.  Person,  adopted  as  follows: 

Wherkar,  The  last  Legislature  of  North  (Tarotina  did  attempt  to  take 
away  our  charter,  and  did  so  amend  said  charter  as  to  cripple  our  busi- 
ness efforts;   therefore  he  it 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  this  legislation  was  hasty,  uncalled  for,  and 
that  it  exhibited  a  spirit  of  prejudice  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  great  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Resolution   No.   43,  In-  Rev,  W.  G.  King,  adopted   as 

follows : 

He  it  resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmer.*'  Stale  Alliance.  Thai  il.- 
thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  those  of  our  Slate  officers  and 
others  who  used  their  hest  efforts  to  prevent  adverse  legislation  towards 
our  Order  by  the  late  Legislature. 

Special  hour  for  installation  of  officers  having  arrived, 
and  the  officers-elect  being  present,  th<  y  were  duly  and 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  installed  (with  exception  of 
Bro.  Bridgers,  Vice-President,  who  was  installed  by 
proxy)  and  were  assigned  their  positions  by  retiring  Presi- 
dent Bu:ler. 

Resolution  No,  44,  by  C.  Thompson,  was  adopted  as 
follows  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  (hanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  the  officers  of 
Bui] ford  county  for  the  use  of  the  court  house  for  the  annual  session  of 
this  body. 

Resolution  No.  45,  by  Marion  Butler,  was  adopted  as 
follows : 

Resolved.  That  the  figure  5  in  Constitution  in  regard  to  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee be  changed  to  3,    . 

Resolution  A,  by  J.  II.  Sherrill,  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  recommends  that  a  District  Alliance 
meeting  in  each  Alliance  District  be  held  twice  a  year  in  the  months  of 
March  and  September,  commencing  on  the  second  Thursday  of  each 
month. 

President  Mewboorne  appointed  the  following  brethren 
as  membeis  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

N.  M.  Culbreth,  John  Brady  and  John  Graham. 

Bro.  Butler,  upon  request  of  the  body,  exemplified  the 
secret  work,  of  the  Order. 

The  hour  having  arrived  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
body,  Bro.  W.  G.  King  was  asked  to  lead  in  prayer, 
whit  h  he  did  fervently  and  beautifully,  and  at  its  close 
Bro.  Hoover  raised  the  long  metre  doxology  in  which  all 
the  brethren  seemed   to   join  with  all  the  feeling  possible. 

Thus  closed  one  of  the  be$t  and  most  harmonious  meet- 
ings ever  held  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance. 
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County.  Delegate.  Postoffice. 

Alamance J.  W.  Basin_ __Haw  River. 

Anson  Dr.  A.  A.  Maynard _ Cairo. 

Ashe B.  V.  Idol s- —Idol's  Mill. 

Alexander _ W.  W.  Teague Middenite. 

Bertie..  _ Rev.  T.  T.  Speight ,. Lcwiston. 

Brunswick W.  W.  Drew ...El  Paso. 

Beaufort R.  II.  Lane  .._ _ Aurora. 

Bladen C.  B.  Pridgen  .._ _ Kelly's. 

Buncombe Dr.  I.  A.  Harris _ Jupiter. 

Burke _ S.  C.  Kerley _ Morganton. 

Carteret D.  McCain Newport. 

Columbus _.J.  J.  Long _ _ Foka. 

Cumberland J.  C.  Currie  Pike. 

Currituck D.  W.  Lindsey Poplar  llranch. 

Chatham P.  M.  Pearson  _ Riggsbce's   Store 

Cabarrus John  A.  Sims _ Concord. 

Catawba J.  II.  Sherrill Catawba. 

Caswell M    Oliver Yancey ville. 

Cleveland J.  Y.  Ilamrick _ Boiling  Springs. 

Craven Gabriel  L-  Hardeson Thurman. 

Chowan W.  B.  Felton _ _ Rockvhock. 

Caldwell C  T.  Flowers  _ ..Granite  Falls. 

Camden W.  G.  Ferebee. .....Gregory's. 

Davie W.  F.  Merrill .Fork  Church. 

Durham W.  C.  Mason  Durham. 

Duplin _ _ Rev.  Colin  Shaw  _ Magnolia. 

Davidson  _ P.  J.  Leonard _ Lexington. 

Fdgecombe „ J.  A.  Davis  _ Old  Sparta. 

Franklin F.  Ash  ton Mapleville. 

Forsyth  _ _ E.  A.  Con  rail PfalTtown. 

Gates John  Brady Gates  ville. 

Greene _ _ W.  E.  Murphy  Farm  ville. 

Granville _ _ Dr.  A.  J.  Dalby Oxford. 

Gaston  ._ Rev.  A.  N.  Wells Ml.  Holly. 

Guilford J.  11.  Johnson _ Greensboro. 

Harnett G.  D.  Spence_ Bradley's  Store. 

Halifax W.  E.  Bovvers  _ Brinkleyville. 

Hyde D.  Wahab Sladesville. 

Hertford James  G.  Mitchell Winton. 

I  Henderson W.  C.  Connell „.Flat  Rock. 

Haywood G.  W.  Hahn  (not  present) Tuscola. 
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County.  Delegate.  Postoffice. 

Iredell _.._ __W.  II.  Adcrholdt  _ Statesville. 

Johnston  VV.  R.  Creech  .Smithfield. 

Jones ..Lewis  Kin<,r ..Trenton. 

Jackson  .._ _ William  Bumgarner .Wilmot. 

2Lcnoir  _ J.  M.  Mewboorne... _ Kinston. 

Lincoln  H.  O.  Proctor  _._ _ _ .Triangle. 

Madison..._ VV.  P.  Jervis  (not  present) Mars  II ill. 

Martin _ _ _T.  L.  Green _ _Williamston. 

Mecklenburg _T.  L.  Vail. _Charlotte. 

Moore _ Rev.  \V.  (}.  King Villanovr. 

Nash _ _ _G.  R.  Marshboum ... .Hunt's. 

Northampton _W.  E.  Harris _ _Seaboard. 

Onslow, __E.  L.  Franck  Richlands. 

Orange T.  J.  Oldham Oaks. 

Pamlico . J.  VV.  Aldridge .Oriental. 

Pasquotank VV.  J.  Williams Rosedale. 

Pender _ _VValter  Keith. ...Keith. 

Person _ _ R.  A.  Williams  Ceffo. 

Pitt .._ _„A.  J.  Move  Farmville. 

Perquimans _ _ J.  H.  Parker. _ Hertford. 

^Randolph  I).  Reid  Parker _ Trinity  College. 

Richmond. George  J.  Freeman  Hamlet. 

Robeson _E.  G.  Johnson St.  Paul's. 

Rockingham  VV.  1).  Wall  _ Oregon. 

Rowan.. ._ _ S.  A.  Ernhardt Salisbury. 

Rutherford ...A.  I).  K.  Wallace Rudierfordton. 

Stanly _ _ ...J.  A.  Cauble _ ...Mabry. 

Sampson O.  F.  Herring Clinton. 

Stokes  J.  T.  Wilson _ Sandy  Ridge. 

Swain G.  M.  McCrackcn  Urysun  City. 

Tyrrell _ _..T.  L.  Jones _ Columbia. 

Vance J).  II.  Gill Henderson. 

Wake  _ Rev.   II.  W.  Norris _..P.allentine  Mills. 

Warren  ..John  Graham Ridgeway. 

Washington Wr.  M.  Hateman Mackey's  Kerry. 

Wayne Dr.  J.  E.  Person _ Pikeville. 

Wilson L.  E.  Newsom Lucama. 

Yadkin  _ C.  L.  Holcombe  Chestnut  Ridge. 

(i)  Delegate  not  present — W.  C.  Connell  represented  the  county. 

(a)  Delegate,  Jos.  Lane,  sick— J.  M.  Mewboorne  represented  the  county. 

(3)  Delegate  not  present— D.  Reid  Parker  represented  the  county. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF    THE 

North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 

EIGHTH     ANNUAL    SESSION, 
August  14  and  15,  1894. 

Gkkisxkdoko,  X.  C.   August  14.  1894. 

The  Slate  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  10 
a.  m.,  011  Tuesday,  August  14,  [804,  by  President  James 
M.  Mewboorne.  Vice-President  Bridget's  being  absent  on 
account  of  sickness,  Bro.  A.  C.  Shuford  was  appointed 
by  President  Mewboorne  to  lill  the  Vice-Presidents  chair 
for  this  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance.  Bro.  J.  T.  B. 
Hoover  was  appointed  Chaplain,  Bro.  Speight,  the  Chap- 
lain, being  absent  on  account  of  sickness.  Brothers  T. 
B.  Lindsay  and  J.  W,  Denmark  wore  appointed  to  assist 
the  Doorkeeper  in  purging  the  house. 

After  prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  the  following  committee 
on  Credentials  was  appointed:  A.  IK  Paddison,  L.  Dil- 
lahunt  and  J.  I).  Meares. 

A  report  of  committee  on  Credentials  showed  a  ma- 
jority ot   County  Alliances  represented. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  moved  that  all  resolutions  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  proper  committee  without  debate.  Motion 
carried. 

A  motion  for  order  of"  session  of  State  Alliance  was 
made  and  carried,  as  follows  :  To  meet  daily  at  9  a.  m.. 
adjourn  1  p.  in,  ;   meet  at  3  p.  m.  and  adjourn  on   motion. 
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Motion  was  made  by  liro.  J.  W.  Denmark  that  remain- 
der 01  morning  session  be  devoted  to  hold  an  experience 
meeting.     Carried. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  call  the  roll  b\  counties, 
(.^iiito  a  number  of  the  delegates  responded  to  the  call  of 
the  counties,  and  one  of  the  most  entertaining  and  interest- 
ing hours  oi  the  session  was  passed,  though  many  were 
not  called  on  for  want  of  time. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  named  commit- 
tees, and  the  names  of  members  for  each,  as  follows: 

On  1'iiu. ration  oi  Rki'orts — J.  W.  Denmark,  i>r.  J.  1'.  II, mill. 
Dr.  C.  Thompson,  George  Cannon,  A.  J.  Hudson,  Jr.,  Marion  Uuiler. 

On  Di.yiands  and  Rksoi.i  i  ions  Dr.  |.  K.  I'erson,  A.  W.  Owens, 
A.  S.  Thompson,  W.  R.  Creech,  A.  I>.  K.  Wallace,  J.  li.  Smith,  S.  A. 
Karnhardt. 

On  Ui'sixkks  Aoi'm  v — J.  Y.  Ilainriek,  |  J.  I'urvis,  C  I'.  Simmons, 
i:.  Hodges,  A.  Grant,  J.  J.  Wilder,  V.  A.  Wiisoii,  S.  |J.  Newton,  Win. 
Ilninfjarncr. 

On  Cons  ii  it  i  ion  and  ,I!v-I,.\ws — X.  C.  Knglish,  A.  R.  Holmes,  A. 
J.  I'rinjrle,  J.  J.  lirinsoi  ,  \V.  II.  D.n  is.  M.  W.  White,  J.  S.  Jones,  J.  I'. 
Kerr,  W.  A.  Moon-,  A.  W.  Sin  II,  Major  W.  A.  Graham. 

On  Labor  Exciiankk— Dr.  J.  K.  I'erson,  A  D.  K.  Wallace,  Rev.  J. 
T.  IJ.  Hoover,  W.  II.  Worth,  A.  C.  Shuforil,  T.  I!.  Lindsay,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Ilarrell,  J.  D.  Means,  Dr.  C.  Thompson,  v.'.  I*.  Simmons. 

On  M.\MT,urii(iM,-J.  W.  Denmark,  Dr.  J.  IC.  IN  ism,  J.  It.  Lloyd, 
John  llrady,  Major  W.  A.  Gntnain,  W.  II.  Davis,  J.  A.  Waller. 

Adjourned  i  p.  m.  per  special  order. 


TUESDAY — Evening  Session. 


The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  3 
p.  m.,  by  President  Mewboorne. 

The  address  of  the  President  to  this  boclv  was  called 
for  and  read,  and  is  as  follows: 
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Dkak  I'.ki. tiikkn  :  l'he  1  i^lilli  annual  session  uf  1 1  u-  Stale  Alliance 
i--  here:  aiul  while  delegates  uiul  olliccrs  briny  with  them  peace  11  mi 
congratulations,  one  I'm"  another,  anticipated  haruiom  ami  ;i  thank  oll'cr- 
injj  lo  liie  Almighti  for  1  lie  pn  scrv.il  ion  uf  life  ami  the  promising  out- 
look of  a  houn Icons  harvest,  yet  .ve,  as  husbandmen,  li ml  ourseh  es  ttmler 
a  litianeial  burden  almost  too  yricvious  to  lie  horiu*. 

After  havinjr  co-operated  so  hopcfulh  with  the  Lord  of  Heaven  —  lie 
•jraeiousty  giving  sunshine  ami  showers,  iitul  >-r,  throujjh  Him,  the 
lahor — it  is  indeed  sad  to  know  thai  In  .1  ruthless  ami  rohl>er  monetary 
svstein  tlif  greater  pari  o|  this  \n-t  wealth  must  pari  from  us  i"t<>  the 
liiimls  of  corporate  jrrced,  without  stiilieiciit  reiiittneraiion  to  insure  to 
us  mil\  in  name — liie  precious  Itoon  of  the  American  Constitution,  *** 
"Liberty  ami  the  pursuit  of  happiness.'' 

< 

"Man's  1 1 1  i h  1 1 1 1 ;  1 1 1  i i  \   in  1 1 1 ;  1 1 1 
Makes  countless  thousands  mourn." 


Ami  -urelv,  i!'  during  the  ail  mi  nisi  ration  of  our  past  ('resident: — not'i- 
hlv,  those  of  Presidents  Alexander  ami  Carr— it  was  ascertained  that 
we  wee  "  beaten  v\ilh  rods,"  ii  is  hut  ;i  galling  truth  to-dav  that  \\  e 
aii    "whipped  with  scorpion*." 

Il  hv  diligent  inc]uir\  in  sumlr\  Supreme  Councils  ii  w;i^  fouml  that 
ccrtiiiii  and  divers  oppressors  for  ;i  quart)  r  of  a  ci  1 1 1  ■  •  r  \  had  gradually 
ami  clandestinely,  through  legislation,  ohtained  l lie  power  of  oppres- 
sion, ;ind  tin'  "Alliance  IVmands"  liie  remedv,  li<>\\  much  more  do  %ve 
now  sec  and  feel  liie  iron  heel  of  these  same  who  ;'iv  embolden  l>\  a 
long  lease  of  power  i<>  s<  ;  ;n  <>\n'u  defiance  ami  flagrantly  ignore  the  dis- 
organized people  ? 

in  full  \  it-w  of  llir  march  ol  tin-  downward  proio-don  lo  i>H-\  ilahh 
ruin,  iiianv  of  the  members  of  tin-  I'Y.nncrs'  Allianci — wliich  was  insii- 
tuled  for  resistance  i<>  ilii-  downward  course — ha\c  grown  faint-hearted, 
'hung  their  harps  on  the  willows,"  ami  w  i 1 1  no  inor.  sin<?  of  their  he- 
loved  Jerusalem,  because  of  the  fact  thai  to-da\  th"\  are  in  ;i  strange 
land.  Hut  tnv  brethren,  I  am  glad  to  saji  that  there  arc  \vi  twenty 
thousand  of  as  good,  true,  noble  and  patriotic  sons  as  North  Carolina 
ever  had,  who,  like  Daniel,  the  grand  hero  of  the  Rible,  have  set  their 
faces  towards  the  Temple,  and  in  spite  of  the  threats  of  ilirir  adver- 
saries, are  pr«M  ing  and  bait  liny  for  the  deliverance  of  I  he  p<  ople.  Thc\ 
vel  believe  that  their  "  Demands,"  enacted  into  law,  is  their  onlv  »,tl\a- 
tion,  and  thai  the  pcrpctuilv  of  their  government  is  dependent  upon 
thai  freedom  and  happiness  which  thex  onlv  can  give.  While  there  is 
nothing  in  our  law  that  dictates  lo  am  member  how  he  sl>;ill  vote,  or 
with  which  party  to  amliatc,  yet  ihev  believe  thai  it  is  (heir  prerogative 
and  their  dui\  to  vole  for  those  withhold  lo  their  "  Demands,"  and  will 
enact  them  into  law. 
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Let  us  ever  strive  id  wrest  our  government  from  the  hands  of  our 
oppressors,  and  give  it  hack  to  the  people,  where  ii  belongs. 

History,  remote,  and  near,  has  proven  that  the  ills  winch  hefall  a 
nation  fall  heavier  on  the  laboring  and  producing  classes  than  any  other, 
and  it  mattors  not  how  glorious  mav  have  been  the  equality  in  the  start] 
bv  cruel  and  unequal  laws  the  tendencv  all  along  is  toward  vassalage, 
and  in  many  instances  ;tn  ultimate  and  sad  reality.  Men  in  this  eondi- 
tion,  either  in  tendency  or  reality,  have  not  power,  on  account  of  pov- 
erty, or  inrluenee  on  account  of  the  subjection  that  circumstances  require 
of  the  vassal  to  liis  lord;  these  things  having  weakened  the  many  have 
made  strong  the  few  and,  when  a  beneficent  government  gives  them  the 
privilege,  and  the  Fanners'  Alliance  the  education  to  vote,  yet  they  are 
slow  to  exercise  their  franchise  to  the  extent  of  driving  the  "money 
changers  from  the  Temple,"  who  are  the  sole  cause,  oneway  01  another, 
of  all  their  ills. 

If  these  things  are  so,  then  reformation  on  tin*-  line  must  he  slow. 

While  I  would  not  ask  vou  to  change  vour  position,  or  relax  votir 
hold  from  the  obtaining  of  your  rights  due  vou  from  vour  government, 
I  do  insist,  that  you.  as  an  organized  body,  here  and  now,  make  diligent 
inquiry,  and  ascertain  if  it  is  not  possible  for  you,  of  yottrsehes,  and  by 
yourselves,  to  do  for  yourselves  in  part  the  very  things  you  ask  the  gov- 
ernment to  do  for   vou. 

You  ask  for  "A  currency,  safe,  sound  and  flexible. "  Can  you  not,  by 
a  check  system,  exchange  vour  labor  as  well  a^  Wall  Street  does  it 
for  you  with  a  check  system,  thereby  having  something  which  repre- 
sents currency  as  "Safe,  sound,  and  as  flexible"  as  that  issued  by  gov- 
ernment? Can  you  not  put  a  Sub-treasurv  not  only  in  every  county, 
hut  in  every  neighborhood?  Can  you  not.  with  proper  organization, 
build  railroads  for  the  transportation  of  your  products,  and  telegraph 
and  telephone  line.-  to  carry  your  messages,  and  own  and  Control  them  } 
Can  we  not,  so  far  as  labor  is  concerned,  forever  nettle  the  tarllT  ques- 
tion by  establishing  factories  for  manufacturing  our  own  products? 
Who  can  put  ship-  on  everv  sea  stronger,  greater,  or  swifter  than  labor 
itself?  Can  Wall  Street  or  even  the  government  itself?  Why  should 
either,  when  neither  could  exist  for  a  moment  but  for  the  wealth  which 
labor  produces? 

Let  us  not  only  "attack  the  fort  on  the  Rhine,"  but  march  directly 
into  the  enemy's  country  and  light  him  <>n  his  own  ground,  and  with 
his  own  ways.  The  check  svstem  is  one  of  the  ways  of  the  enemy;  let 
us  adopt  it,  ami  inarch  on  to  victory. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  svstem  known  as  the  "  Labor  Exchange," 
and  ask  you  to  appoint  a  wise  committee  to  make  inquiry  into  this  sys- 
tem, and  report  al  this  meeting. 

Our  business  agency  is    the    right   arm    of   the    Alliance.      It    must    he 

patronized  by  the  membership*  not  only  by  buying  but    by    selling  their 

•products  through   it.      In    order  to  do  this   the  Agency    must    be   made 
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convenient — brought  as  it  were  to  their  doori — -anti  constant!*  inviting 
their  mule.  While  I  do  not  suggest  Alliance  stores,  1  il<>  insist  ili.it 
t i v- 1 m j t - ,  as  many  ;ti  least  as  ten  or  fifteen,  he  established  throughout  the 
State  on  some  plan,  s<>  that  this  trading  can  he  conveniently  had  through 
the  Business  Agency  at  head  quarters. 

Will  not  the  Labor  Exchange  do  it  ?  Will  not  the  el  nek  system  keep 
n I >  our  trading,  and  the  exchanging  of  our  products  a*  well  when  mone* 
is  scarce  as  \\  hen  plent  iful  .- 

Lei  u^  do  sotnething  for  the  upbuilding  of  our  order.  Let  us  do 
something  to  directly  benefit  our  oppressed  people,  even  if  we  have  to 
commence  at  the  very  beginning  to  establish  a  better  convenience  for 
our  brethren  to  trade.  Can  we  not  put  into  better  activity  the  thirl* 
thousand  dollars  now  Iving  almost  dormant  in  the  hands  of  our  worthv 
Trustee?  Would  not  thai  fund  be  a  sinking  fund  for  the  security  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  checks? 

Dear  brethren,  think  on  these  things.     Think  and  act  at  this  meeting. 

The  high  and  righteous  esteem  in  which  our  courts,  from  the  verv 
earliest  days  of  our  government,  have  been  held,  1  i;i~  always  appeased 
any  dread  of  auv  ultimate  disaster  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  What- 
ever laws  mav  have  been  enacted,  whether  constitutional  or  otherwise, 
their  confidence  and  implicit  trust  in  the  untarnished  and  unsullied  char- 
acter of  the  judician  gave  to  them  thai  "peace  of  mind"  that  ought  to. 
dwell  in  the  minds  of  all  free  and  untrammelled  people.  Hut  I  fear  it  is 
not  so  now.  Recent  decisions  in  our  Slate  and  Nation  have  proven  the 
fact  that  partisanship  in  the  courts  is  a  baneful  fault,  anil  that  monopoly 
sways  a  mightv  scepter  over  the  minds  of  main  of  the  courts  of  the 
land.  The  manifestation  of  this  is  causing  alarm.  In  the  past  the  Alli- 
ance has  paid  no  attention  to  the  courts,  hut  all  to  legislation.  In  the 
future  we  ought  to  insist  that  the  judiciary  be  placed  above  party  poli- 
tics, and  that  none  but  righteous  and  God-fearing  men  shall  be  exalted 
to  that  noble  eminence. 

•' WllKKKAS,  The  subject  of  free  anil  liberal  education  alike  for  males 
and  females,  is  a  matter  of  paramount  importance  to  the  material  and 
institutional  life  of  a  State,  and  one  that  especially  claims  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  industrial  classes;   therefor*', 

The  Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  in  session  assembled,  resolve 
i.  That  we  favor  and  recommend  an  increase  of  our  present  public 
school  tax  of  at  least  twenty-live  per  centum. 

Resolved  2.  That  we  favor  and  recommend  that  ample  appropriations 
and  provisions  be 'made  bv  the  State  for  the  training  and  higher  educa. 
tion  of  females." 

The  above  preamble  and  resolutions  were  the  outcome  of  the  noble 
spirit  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  at  Asheville,  and  the  splendid 
Industrial  .School  for  Girls,  located  in  this  city,  is  the  result  of  a  grand 
political  action  .four  years  ago. 
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For  a  hundred  vcars  ihrri'  has  been  a  Statr  High  Seln^l  for  hoys.  It 
was  the  mission  of  (he  Alliance  t<>  establish  this  one  forgirls,  Allianee" 
men  liave  not  the  linancial  abiliti  t«i  enter  tin  ir  daughters  in  proportion 
to  other  classes,  hut  they  point  with  pride  to  this  glorious  institution, 
and  if  the  "shroud  and  pall"  •shall  ever  come  to  litis  order,  this  and 
other  noble  legislation  shall  he  ;>  monument  sacred  Hi  it-  blessed 
memory. 

Hut  mv  brethren,  there  is  yet  a  grander  work  to  he  done.  Your  com- 
mon school  svstem  needs  perfecting:  more  of  \oin-  money  ought  to  i_ro 
direct  to  the  child  reus"  education  and  less  to  some  ho  I  hi' n  officers  and 
teachers.  Look  volt  to  vour  common  schools;  they  are  the  ones  to 
make  ymr  Sum  a  great  Slate.  The  little  children  are  life  ones  that  are 
ever  growing  into  manhood  lo  guide  her  helm.  (>i\e  special  heed  to 
them,  and  ALT.  hk    i  iii.m,  for  like  the  llrook  of  tin-  departed  laureate, 


' Men  mav  c< >mc,  ami  men  nun 
lint  the\   iro  on   forc\  er." 


I  have  nothing  further  to  oiler.  You  will  know  tin  -cue  of  your 
order  when  your  several  officers  make  their  reports. 

IJefore  surrendering  this  badge  to  m\  successor  I  havtlthis  request  to 
make:  The  last  Legislature  has  suspended  a  sword  ahjkve  the  neck  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Vole  for  no  man  for  the  next  Regis  la  I  tire  who 
will  not  onlx  promise  not  to  repeal  our  charter,  but  who  will  do  all  in 
his  power  to  lake  away  the  suspended  sword. 


"North  Carolina!   my  dear,  im  native  soil, 

For  whom  ni\   warmest  w  i>h  lo   heaven  is  s;*nt, 

Long  mav  her  hardy  sons  of   rustic  toil 

l'.e  blessed  with  health,  and  peace,  and  sweet  content.' 


The  report  ol   the  Executive  Committee  was  next  read 

bv  its  chairman.  Marion  liullcr,  as   follows: 


To  North  Carolina  Kahmkks'  Stati    Ali.ianck : 

We,  your  commit  lee,  respectfully  report,  ihat  we  have  examined  the 
books  of  the  Secretary  -Treasurer,  and  find  them  well   kepi  and  correct. 

The  financial  condition  of  pur  order  i-  not  us  good  a-  it  should  he, 
which  is  attributable  to  various  causes.  The  present  rale  of  tine-  col- 
lected from  our  membership  i-  too  small  lo  pax  expenses  of  the  organi- 
zation. Our  numerical  strength  i-  such  at  preseifi  a-  lo  compel  us  to 
recommend  that  a  reasonahh  reduction  he  made  in  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  thai  the  fees  and  dues  ought  lo  he  changed 
either  in  amount  or  apportionment,  -n  as  to  produce  such. ail  amount  of 
money  as  will  meet  all  necessary  expenses,  and   place  our  organization 
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in  l Iiv  high  position  which  she  should  hold  among  other  kindred  organ- 
izations, Anv  change  in  thi>  respect  requires  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  we  tin  re  fore  rec<  mmeiid  thai  the  same  he  changed  so  as 
to  make  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  salary  $1,000,  striking  out  the  S250 
allowed  for  clerk  hire. 

Wc  further  recommend  thai  the  Constitution  be  changed  so  a>  t<> 
lower  the  quarterly  du  "."ojn  15c.  per  quarter  to  15c.  per  quarter,  ami 
(!.•;  5  •.  of  the  same  he  !'■.;■  the  use  of  the  County  Alliance,  and  ioe.  of 
tl."  same  for  Stale  iir.'l  National  dues;  and  as  National  dues  tire  required 
of  female  inemhers,  wi  further  recommend  that  each  Suh-Lodge  col- 
leet  •<  11  fei.".  »le  inemhers  5c.  per  quarter,  all  of  which  shall  lie  sent  to 
'the  State  Secretary-Treasurer, 

We  flirt  he  report,  that  we  have  audited  the  hooks  and  accounts  of  the 
male  !3u:«ii:e.x  Agent,  and  also  those  of  the  Trustee  of  the  I'usiness 
Agency  Kund,  and  heg  leave  to  say  thai  we  lee!  sure  that  we  have  de- 
vised plans  by  which  the  llusiness  Department  will  he  made  more  efli- 
.  lent,  and  conducted  at  less  expense  to  the  brotherhood. 

We  wish  to  ;ate  further,  that  everv  department  under  the  control  of 
tli"  Sl::t<  l'\eci:livi'  Committee  will  be  conducted  on  lower  salaries  and 
at  less  total  expense. 

In  conclusion,  we  d  ■••'<  re  to  express  our  gratification  that  only  $2,Soo 
of  the  total  iujtount  contributed  to  the  I'usiness  Agency  Fund  has  been 
withdrawn,  ii  spilt  of  the  fact  that  the  la<t  General  Assembly  of  North 
C  ''  ''ina  not  ■>  i'v  made  it  possible,  but  extended  an  invitation  to  every 
m  'Uiber  to  withdraw  the  last  cent  contributed,  wc  'ake  this  opportunity 
of  o.'Vici  '.lly  p lying  a  tribute  to  the  unparalleled  patriotism  of  those  true 
and  heroic  Allhi'icetnen  who,  in  spite  of  the  unprecedented  hard  times, 
base  ivfa-"  I  i  1  withdraw  their  money,  which  they  could  have  gotten 
for  the  asking,  which  would  have  assisted  their  enemies  to  strike  a 
severe  Mow  at  this  great  organization  which  is  the  only  guardian  of 
their  liberties,  and  the  only  assurance  <>t  uture  prosperity. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MARION   liUTLER, 

J.  J.   LONG, 

A.  V.  UILEMAN. 

The  report  <.)(  Secretary-Treasurer  was  read,  as  follows  : 


Drak  IIkktiikicx: — Since  our  annual  meeting  one  year  ago  quite  a 
number  of  Sub- Alliances  thai  had  ceased  working  have  been  reorgan- 
ized— the  number  I  cannot  positively  tell — and  while  these  reorganiza- 
tions have  been  made  v.  ".tally  with  a  small  number  of  inemhers,  they 
seem  In  he  stronger  in  the  faith  than  of  old,  and  many  of  them  are  tak- 
ing in  new  members  at  every  meeting.  We  find  that  the  money  panic 
is  bearing  harder  now  upon  our  organization  than  one  year  ago.     I  find 
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lhal  in  ;i  number  nf  sections  while  the  people  have  pleniv  to  eat,  vet  ii  is 
nearly  impossible  for  them  lo  gel  hold  nf  mouei  enough  Hi  pt'iv  iheir 
dues.  This  i-  especially  so  in  ilic  mountain  seel  ion  of  the  State.  Carter 
is  the  one  war  they  trade,  ami  for  anything  thai  the  farmer  has  for  sale, 
from  horses  down  to  the  smallest  item  on  the  farm.  How  to  remedy 
ihis  evil  is  the  question.  While  the  membership  m  ihis  season  of  the 
year  is  usually  smaller  than  at  other  seasons,  we  liud  per  report:  thai 
I  hose  in  good  standing  are  better  than  a  year  ago,  bill  not  so  mueli  as  it 
.should  be,  as  quite  a  number  of  County  Secretaries  have  not  a-  vet 
made  their  report  for  this  quarter.  I  have  learned  thai  as  the  people 
grow  in  education  to  our  principles,  the  better  they  stand  as  Allinnct  - 
men.  Xo  belter  advancement  in  education  of  the  masses  has  ever  been 
made  than  since  the  Alliance  opened  its  schools  in  the  school  districts 
of  this  country.  [  believe  more  advancement  has  been  made  in  educa- 
tion of  the  masses  in  the  past  four  years  than  for  any  other  twenty  vears 
since  this  government  was  established.  Then  why* should  we  not" con- 
tinue t<>  push  on  the   work  ? 

I  regret  to  say  we   have   some   members   who  say  the  Alliance  has  ac- 

<    complished  its  mission;   that  it  was  the  cans the  birth  of  a  new  parly 

advocating  its  principles.     I  say    these   brethren    seem    »e  are   wry 

short-sighted.  I  believe  we  have  more  use  h.r  the  Alliance  to  -dm  lhau 
ever,  in  a  political  sense.  That  as  the  order  has  done  Heretofore  it  is 
necessary  to  continue  to  expose  the  corruptions  and  frauds  of  all  politi- 
cal parties;  to  continue  to  educate  the  people  as  to  the  government;  to 
get  nearer  to  each  other  in  the  Christian,  brolherh  spirit  which  it 
teach,  s,  and  to  co-operate  with  each  other  in  protecting  vour  products, 
your  homes  and  farms  from  the  land  -harks  and  eorpora'ted  trust,  that 
infest  our  land.  Wherever  an  Alliance  Sub  has  been  organized  and" 
kept  up,  and  the  people  have  stood  by  it-  pHnciples  an,!  the  constiiu- 
union,  there   you  will    find    jess    prejudice,  less    bickerings  ami    strife. 

Wherever  you  find  an  Alliance  Sub  ha-   -one  down,  or  n ■   has  ever 

been  istahlished.  the  people  are  torn  by  dissensions  aiid  prejudices.  ! 
believe  any  man  or  womun  who  believes  in  and  practice-  the  cardinal 
principles  of  the  Alliance,  can  he  nothing  less  than  a  Christian— will 
love  and  protect  hi-  neighbors;  will  desire  pence  and  prosperity,  will 
strive  to  live  the  -olden  rule,  «'  Do  unto  other*  a-  yon  wotdd  U^r  then. 
d<>  unto  von." 

Now  we,  as   brothers,  must    gel    nearer  yet    together.     We    ,m,.st  co- 
operate in  our  trade  arrangements ,e;   mu-t   u-e  the    llusiness  Ageni 

more;  buy  what  we  have  to  bin  through  him,  and  sell  our  products 
through  him.  One  great,  trouble  with  our  members  and  farmers  gen- 
erally, they  prefer  to  trade  independently,  both  in  buving  and  selling 
and  so    tew    of   our    people    keep     posted    on     price,    that     ,l,ev    are  often 

fleeced  unmercifully.  If  we  could  consolidate  our  interest-',  the  inter- 
est* of  each  Lodge  or  each  County   Alliance,  and    buy   what   we  needed 
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through  our  Agent,  we  could  save  ven  much;  iiiul  especially  vvuukl  ii 
hemTtt  our  poorer  brother,  w  ho  has  only  a  small  qiistntitt  of  anvthing 
'  t < i  -.ill.  Take  the  selling  »>f  beef  cattle:  A  person  Ims  imlv  om-  or  two 
liciiil  of  cattle.  Mr  wants  to  -ill,  but  he.  livt'S  some  distuncr  from 
market.  To  ship  one  or  two  tin*  freight  would  he  too  much.  Now,  if 
the  Suli  Lodge  woiilil  together  make  up  a  car  load,  cheaper  trausporta- 
i  ion  could  he  ohtained,  and  hetter  prices  could  he  realized.  So  with 
i>ggs,  i  Km  1 1  iv  ,  ci.i  inn,  \'e,      in  la  rgc  lois  ihi'  expense  of  handling  i-  \  m 

little   more   ill nit:    or    two.     The  method  adopted  In    your  llusincss 

Agent  of  finding  a  market  for  our  products  and  handling  in  large  lots, 
each  one  upon  investigation,  will  find  it  to  he  of  great  peeunian  heneiit, 
hesides  saving  to  the  producer  an  immense  amount  of  worn  and  dis- 
appointment. Now,  I  wish  in  urge  upon  you  to  trade  through  vour 
Agency,  I'siv  cash  for  what  you  gi  i,  an  i  sell  your  products  for  ca^ii, 
therein  eliminatiug  ihe  middle  man.  Upon  investigation  I  liud  we  can 
haiulle  nearly  am  product  ol  the  farm  to  ailvantage  of  producer,  with 
the  exception  of  leaf  tohacco,  Thousands  of  loads  of  sweet  and  I r i - i > 
potatoes,  cabbage,  heel  cattle,  eggs,  poultry,  \c,  markets  can  he  si  cured 
for.  Let  each  one  ol  us  -unlv  this  plan,  and  .urge  upon  our  Subs  to 
prepare  at  once  to  put  it  into  execution.  If  by  one  act  of  buying  fer- 
tilizers alone  the  ISusiness  Agent  has  saved  to  the  fanner-  of  North 
Carolina  not  less  than  $.1,000,000  in  the  past  three  rears,  how  much 
more  profitable  will  it  he  when  he  is  pi  rmitted  i«i  handle  the  thousands 
of  loads  of  products  for  cash  which  is  now  lieiiiLT  wasted,  or  onlv  part 
\  silm;  receiv  ed   in  barter? 

Co-operation  is  the  watchword  for  our  organization.  i>y  it  w  e  can 
soon  break  down  all  prejudices  engendered  bv  the  political  trickster, 
who  after  using  ihe  Alliance  for  hi-  own  sellish  ends,  turned  io  destrov 
it  when  he  could  no  longer  use  i:  in  that  wav.  I'rejudices  are  verv 
strong  against  the  Alliance,  especially  in  portions  of  the  mountain  sec- 
tion. Two  year-  ago  it  was  circulated  in  -nine  portions  of  the  West 
by  printed  circulars  t  list  I  your  Uusiness  Agent  had  been  arrested  and  put 
in  jail  for  stealing  Alliance  funds,  and  that  he  would  undoubtedly  be 
put  in  the  penitentiary.  Two  months  ago,  while  in  the  mountains,  i 
wits  asked  what  had  been  done  with  Worth  for  Mealing  the  Alliance 
funds,  and  the  brother  (he  formerly  belonged  to  the  Alliance)  wsis  per- 
fectly surprised  when  I  informed  him  vour  Uusiness  Agent  had  never 
been  arrested,  had  never  been  in   jail,  had  not   stolen  anv  monev. 

Light  is  breaking  upon  the  people,  but  there  is  much  work  to  do  in 
those  sections.  It  is  necessary  that  the  minds  of  these  people,  our 
former  brethren,  should  he  relieved  of  these  prejudices.  Thousands  of 
people  who  sire  Allisincemen,  are  kept  out  for  want  of  monev  to  pay 
their  dues. 

Since  our  meeting  one  vear  ago  I  have  paid  out  for  losses  (per  relief 
plan)  to  our  brethren,  Sr.o-fo.N.j.      I  luive  on   hand   for  this  present  qiuir- 
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ter,  $6.4 .  jo.  The  plan  is  not  a  success,  simply  because  the  idea  of  insur- 
ance is  in  the  minds  of  many,  and  cannot  he  eradicated.  It  would  take 
at  least  six  times  the  amount  per  capita  to  pay  the  losses.  It  has  done  a 
groat  good,  and  helped  many  a  poor  brother.  I  have  paid  to  National 
Secretary  in  lull  for  all  dues  for  1893,  f>30.9f;.  The  following  i<  my 
report  for  receipts  ami  disbursements  of  State  funds: 

RKl  KII'TS. 

On  hand  August  1,  1893 $  43s  7.1 

Fees  and  dues  September  30,  1S93 744  35 

"     "         "     December  31,  1X93 o.|j  So 

"     "         "     March  31,  1H94 071   35 

"     "         "     June  30.  1894 .      5H0  05 

From  other  sources 393   -* 

Total *3.47"  >*' 

DISIIfHSKMKX  IS. 

President  Butler,  Salary  May  to  August,   1893 $     50  00 

"          Mewboorne,  salary   August  to  May  12,  '93. .  150  on 

Expense  State  meeting  Greensboro,  1N93 1X3  So 

Lecture  system  prior  to  August,  i*'.;3 30-  3*> 

Lecture  system  since  August,   iS<)3 .  3-s  25 

Meeting  Executive  Committee         335  N3 

Stationerv  and   printing           33ft  Sj 

Secretary-Treasurer  salary  part  Julv,  1S93. 30  00 

"  "     in  part  from  1X93  to  1894....  1,170  «h> 

Monev   re/turned  o\  erpaid    1 1   </> 

Money  ret urned  borrowed 325  <h> 

Clerk  hire  for  vear 26  00 

Postage  for  President   Mew  hoorne 2  00 

Stamp  account 303  fit 

Office  rent,  fuel,  &c.  . 109  Sf 

Total  expenditures $  vl?^    >M 

Balance  on  hand  .  $95  jo 

Respectfully   submitted, 

W.  s.   BARNES,  Secretary -Treasurer. 

The  Business  Agent  made  his  report,  ami  is  as  follows  : 

STATE   BUSINESS  AGENT  WORTHS  REPORT. 

To  TiiK  North  Carolina  State  Alliance,  iiki.ii  at  Greksnuoro 
AVGl'ST   i  S<>4  : 
To  tiik  Skckktary  of  ink  Fakmk.ks'  Si  ah.  Ai.i.iancr: — Since  my 
report  to  you  one  year  ago  the  country  has  been  passing  through  a  great 
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financial  panic,  and  it  lias  had  its  t*lTt*cl  upon  the  commercial  world,  aiul 
the  Statement  whirl)  I  Sill  mil  to  volt  to-day  '  ows  a  decrease  in  llir  \  1 1|  u  i  in- 
of  business  in  every  iiur  "l  goods.  In  i  In 'commercial  world  \\  e  hn\  e  seen 
hanks  fail,  manufactories  and  mills  slml  down,  wholesale  and  jobbing 
houses  suspend,  and  many  minor  establishment*  close  their  doors.  The 
Agency  lui -  nol  escaped  its  evil  ell'ects,  bill  I  believe  we  have  1101  sull'ered 
as  much  as  manv  other  houses.  The  fertilizer  trade  lias  not  been  a- 
large  as  formerly,  owing  i<>  I  he  very  low  price  of  cotton  and  corn.  I  have 
iiad  manufactured  tin- our  brethren  from  10,000  to  [0,000  tons  of  fertil- 
izer everv  vear,  except  1 1 1  i >-  Near,  which  amounted  to  about  7,500  or  7,550 
ions.  I  have  nol  made  a  contract  for  the  next  season.  It  we  can  con- 
tract for  a  stipulated  amount  of  produce  u>  be  taken  in  exchange  for 
fertilizer,  I  ihink  it  would  be  much  better  than  to  pav  the  cash  for  the 
fertilizer.  Sav  so  much  cotton,  corn  or  tobacco,  or  something  of  the 
kind.  We  need  good  facilities  for  selling  our  produce,  ;i>  well  as  good 
purchasing  facilities.  Last  September  we  commenced  selling  eggs  for 
our  brethren,  and  for  a  while  the  price  was  verv  satisfactory,  and  we 
realized  a  nice  profit  Tor  the  egg-  shipped  to  Northern  markets,  ret  fix- 
ing ^s  cents  per  dozen  for  them.  The  small  amount  of  mouev  in  circu- 
lation, anil  the  great  number  of  men  being  on!  of  employment,  caused 
the  price  to  decline,  until  there  was  no  profit  in  shipping  to  Northern 
markets. 

In  March  we  established  an  exchange  in  Raleigh,  and  although  the 
market  lias  bet  11  declining  all  the  time,  we  ha\e  done  -oiue  business,  and 
ii  gives  promise  of  being  a  success,  We  expect  to  establish  an  exchange 
at  Asheville  and  oilier  towns  as  soon  a-  practicable.  We  think  ihis  the 
best  means  of  showing  to  the  brethren  the  great  advantage  in  standing 
l»y  the  Agency,  and  in  placing  voiir  order--  with  it.  and  let  the  Agency 
in  turn  gel  the  best  possible  price  for  vour  produce.      L'nder  our  present 

system  our  brethren  must  semi   the  cash,  mile--  11    I ded   officer.     We 

have  been  a  great  factor  in  bringing  down  price-  l>\  making  the  mer- 
chants in  manv  localities  meet  our  quotations.  Yei  they  will  buy  pro- 
duce at  as  small  ;i  price  as  possible,  and  pav  for  it  ill  goods  at  a  large 
prolit.  1  think  that  running  the  price.:lisl  in  the  Progressive  Farmer 
was  a  great  educator  to  the  order.  Ii  kepi  them  posted,  and  thereby 
enabled  our  brethren  who  were  unable  to  trade  through  the  Agency  to 
obtain  belter  prices,  I  think  that  we  have  also  lost  trade  bv  taking  the 
price-list  mil  of  the  Progressive  Farmer,  although  we' have  issued  a 
price-list  since  February,  and  I  now  have  fall  price-list  ready.  I  would 
recommend  that  we  keep  a  brokerage  of  50  cents  per  ion  on  all  fertil- 
izers sold  from  this  office,  and  each  Sub-Alliance  make  such  arrange- 
ments with  their  agent  as  they  wish  for  the  delivery   of   their   goods. 

I  respectfully  submit  a  partial  lisi  of  some  articles: 
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PARTIAL    LIST   OK    ARTICLES  OF   MERCHANDISE  ll V  \v.    II.   WORTH,  STATE 

III  SIN ESS  AGENT    NORTH    CAROLINA  I'AKMKIts'    STATE  ALLIANCE, 

AUGUST    I,    1S93,    TO  Al'GUST  I,    1N94,    INCLUSIVE. 

Ilacon Pounds 21,425 

Lard "            3»55° 

Ship  stuff " 6,600 

ISarhcd  wire "           19,000 

Rice  and  hominy "            2,550 

Pepper  and  spice "            2X0 

Candy "               j.i  17 

Tobacco  (plug) "            ...   2, 100 

Tohacco  (leaf) "           2,262 

Flour Barrels      . .~ 15<» 

Sugar. "             30 

Molasses "             ;S 


-.•> 


I'ork "  

Kisli " 

Lime "  

Oil "  76 

Potatoes " Su 

ivas riushels    ir,r, 

Wiieat "  205 

Rye "  200 

Oats   : "  |53 

Clover "  iSj 

Grass  seed "  250 

Corn "  75 

Coffee   Hatjs rqo 


Salt    "           .    175 

Plaster... Tons        ..." 10 

Cotton  seed  meal "           31 

Alliance  Guano "             7»437 

Soda Kegs         1  jo 

Nails. "            156 

Powder "            6 

SUNDRIES. 

Sets  harness 15 

Cane  and  cider  mills 13 

[•"arm  bells 3<> 

Plows i  15 

"     points 2»752 

"     wings 1 16 
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[Mow  slides  .... 

"     standards 
(.'..1 11  and  cotton   1    mier 

Pair-  shoes . 

HllLT-irS     .  ..  .' 

Wagons     

Sto\  es  

New  inj;  machines 

(Total  N<>.  Mac  hi  ik's  sold  i,(  )'■> 

I'ccil   -  inters 

Mowers 

Rake* 

drape  baskets  

Organs      • 

Road  carls 

Axes  (doz.) 


39- 

12 

IS 

1  I 

1 1  >l  I 

241 

if) 


4 
>4 


I'KODIXK    KXCIIANOK 


K-LT>  (do/..) 

Chickens     

muter  (lbs,). 
Cabbages  (crates) 


27, 170 


1S1 


M  ISl  I.I.I. ANKOl  S    Ai;  I  K  I.I'. :'. 

Medicine,  clothing,  paint,  pitchforks,  sh«  vc!s,  -  -s  blades,  scaU>, 
wa«roti  tires,  axles,  skeins,  window  sash,  doors,  grindstones, stove  liacks, 
siuldlcs,  leather,  knives,  bolts,  plow  lines,  backhands,  mnfinjr,  rasins- 
apples,  oranges,  nuts,  song  in.oks,  bagging  ami  ties,  safes,  furniture, 
guns,  canned  floods,  oysters,  extracts,  watches  and  clocks,  trace  chains, 
single  tries,  machine  needles,  &c. 

I  would  respectfutlv  call  the  attention  of  the  State  Alliance  to  the 
Labor  Exchange,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  Mare!. 
1,   lHH(), 

The  Labor  Exchange  is  n  ct>-operative  industrial  association,  now 
bavin-  working  branches  in  our  Stale,  is  attracting  the  attention  of 
thoughtful  men  throughout  our  fount ry,  especially  in  the.  Western  and 
l'aeilie  Mates'.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  roiir 
mittee  to  investigate  the  merit-  of  the  Exchange,  and  if  the  henetil  to 
be  derived  from  its  ..petal  ion  are  really  such  a-  they  appear  to  be  in.m 
mv  limited  knowledge  of  its  working,  that  some  mean-  be  devised 
whereby  it  tnav  be  tested  on  a  -mall  scale,  will,  a  >  lev,  to  the  adoption  01 
its  principles  and  methods  of  !>usiness  by  the  State  Agency,  il  practi- 
cable.    The   unmistakable   trend   of  the  world    i<   toward    co-operation, 
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and  unquestionably  the  most  marvelous  business  success  the  world  has 
ever  seen  is  thai  of  I  he  Rochdale  "  Equitable  I'ioneer  Association,"  of 
England.  The  central  wholesale  store  does  a  business  of  nearly  $44,000,- 
000  annually.  This  co-operative  business  began  in  1SS4  with  twenty- 
eight  members  and  $140.00  as  capital. 

The  Labor  Exchange,  as  it  appear-  to  us.  is  the  true  principle  of  bllsi- 
iiess,  and  is  the  most  perfect  systepi  ,,f  -,,  peralion,  production  and 
exchange,  ever  inaugurated  anion;,'  men,  Ii  appears  to  have  all  the 
advantages  and  none  of  the  defects  of  other  systems  of  co-operation,  and 
in  simplicity  and  power  is  unsurpassed. 

1.  The  Labor  Exchange  enables  (lie  "common  people,"  as  Abraham 
Lincoln  said,  to  help  themselves, 

2.  The  Lab. -r  Exchange  adapts  itself  to  secure  its  advantages  to  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of   men. 

3.  It  interferes  with  no  private  rights,  or  individual  opinions. 

4.  It  substitutes  the  henilicence  of  co-operation  for  tin  warfare  of  com- 
petition. 

5.  It  rewards  the  producer  of  wealth  by  securing  to  him  the  wealth  he 
produces. 

6.  It  secures  to  any  laborer  his  just  title  to  the  permanent  wealth  he 
produces  by  his  labor. 

7.  It  enables  every  produce*-  of  wealth  t<>  capitalize  his  own  product, 
thus  destroying  the  power  of  money  to  oppress. 

S.  It  stimulates  industry,  creates  a  field  for  individual  energy,  and 
secures  its  reward  while  avoiding  the  warfare  of  competition. 

9.  The  Labor  Exchange  touches  no  man's  fortune;  it  seeks  no  plun- 
der; it  causes  no  disturbance  in  society;  ii  gives  no  trouble  to  states- 
men; it  need  enter  no  secret  association;  it  needs  no  trade  union  to 
protect  its  interest ;  it  contemplates  no  violence;  it  subverts  no  order;  it 
expects  no  gift,  nor  askc  any  favor;  it  keeps  no  terms  will:  the  idle,  and 
breaks  no  faith  with  the  industrious, 

10.  The  Exchange  produce*  wealth  by  the  employ  mi  nt  of  idle  labor, 
and  exchanges  that  wealth  among  the  producers  by  the  use  of  a  portable 
account  or  labor  check. 

11.  The  Exchange  deals  with  legal  tender  as  with  any  other  commo- 
dity, and  never  assumes  an  obligation  payable  in  legal  tender. 

12.  In  view  of  this  and  many  other  advantages  of  the  Exchange  sys- 
tem of  business,  I  cannot  but  express  an  earnest  desire  to  see  this  plan 
thoroughly  tried,  and  its  benefits,  if  there  be  such,  extended  to  the  peo- 
ple of  our  State  ;  ami  if  it  was  universally  adopted  in  the  South,  in  less  than 
ten  years  the  cotton  growing  section  of  this  country  would  be  the  most 
independent  and  wealthiest  part  of  the  United  States.  We  would  be  in 
a  condition  to  dictate  the  price  of  cotton,  tn  the  world. 
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The  Trustee  of  Business  Agency  Fund  made  his  re- 
port, as  follows  : 

Hon.  Marion   Butler,  Chairman  Executive  Committee: 

Dkau  Sir  and  Brother: — I  submit  my  annual  report.  By  the 
burning  of  mv  Itomc  on  June  5 1 1 1 ,  lilt.,  1  Inst  all  the  original  vouchers 
on  whirli  the  contributions  to'the  Fund  were  made,  with  the  stub-books 
of  the  certificates  issued  t<>  contributors,  but  I  saved  the  books  in  which 
the  names  of  the  contributors  and  the  number  of  the  certificate  issued 
to  each  contributor  was  recorded,  so  there  will  be  no  loss  or  confusion 
on  this  account.  I  lost  all  other  hooks  except  payments  of  reports  and 
correspondence. 

I  submit  the  copy  of  the  books  containing  the  names  of  contributors 
and  number  of  certificates  prepared  for  the  Secretary.  I  suggest  that 
as  I  report  the  names  of  those  withdrawing  their  contributions,  the  Sec- 
retary mark  them  paid,  so  that  we  shall  have  two  lists  to  show  condition 
of  Fund.  That  so  little  has  been  withdrawn  speaks  well  for  the  patri- 
otism of  the  contributors,  when  we  call  to  mind  the  efforts  that  were 
made  to  destroy  the  Fund,  and  the  exceeding  scarcity  of  money  among 
our  people.  Fraternally, 

W.    A.   GRAHAM,   Trustee. 

BUSINESS  AGENCY   FUND. 
truster's  report. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

2, not  vouchers  ... $  35»299  -4 

CONTRA. 

On  hand $  29,078  31 

Losses  as  reported 2»'35  53 

Loan  to  State  Alliance 1,220  00 

Repaid  contributors 2i*75  40 

Total $  35. -W  -4 

LOSSES. 

Cotton  bagging,  total  amount   $        50S  00 

Partially  paid  accounts  and  sale  of  bagging 93K  97 

Net  losses $     L447  93 

Repaid 47S  00 

Total $     1 ,925  93 


l8       PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE     EIGHTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 
ACCOUNTS    OF    STATIC    It  US  IN  ESS     AGENT. 

II.  II.  Berry,  Business  Agent  Craven  County $  n«)   30 

;  I.  W.  Miller,  Business  A  gen  I  Pamlico  County i</>  K7 

W.  M.  Mm  rill,  Catharine  Lake • 03  09 

A.  I-'.  Mull,  Cobb,  Cherokee  County    25  53 

F.  I?,  i  looker,  Aurora,  Beaufort  County 3  4° 

S.  O.  Jordan,  Orange  County »  30 

James  Edgerton,  Kenly,  Johnston  County is  40 

W.  G.  Barbie,  I  Ugh  Point 2  00 

Ralph  1  lowland,  Business  Agent  Carteret  County....  1*5  25 

J.  S.  Bell,  Ex-State  Lecturer 27  50 

Total $     077  70 

The  Lecturer   and  Assistant.    Lecturer  were   called   on 
for  reports,  and  are  as  follows: 

To  the  North  Carolina   Faumkk.'  Statk  Ai.i.iamk: 

The  continued  operation  of  causes  which  were  referred  to  in  the  Lec- 
turer's last  report  as  hindering  the  work  in  this  department,  has  made  it 
impossible  for  us  to  do  the  work  which  was  every  wa\  desirable.  We 
have  done,  therefore,  comparatively  liitle  during  the  past  year.  Still 
we  have  not  been  entirely  silent,  the  brethren  in  various  localities  and 
counties  having  contributed  to  defray  the  expenses  of  lecturing  in  their 
own  communities.  This  i<  the  only  method  at  hand  for  the  continuance 
of  work  in  this  department,  and  the  vitality  o"  the  order  is  attested  l>y 
the  increasing  demands  for  our  sen  ices  upon  this  hasis.  In  order,  there- 
fore, that  the  svstcm  mav  he  as  effective  as  possible  at  the  lowest  possible 
expense,  we  recommend  that  it  be  made  the  iliitv  of  each  Countv  Lec- 
turer to  furnish  quarterly  to  the  State  Lecturer  si  report  as  in  ihe  eon. 
dition  of  his  County  Alliance;  and,  in  the  event  that  the  services  of 
the  State  Lecturer  or  Assistant  are  needed  to  aid  him  in  the  canvass  of 
his  country,  to  notify  the  Lecturer,  naming  the  amount  that  his  county 
will  pav  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  s'icli  work.  Having  this  in  , 
formation,  we  shall  he  able  to  arrange  counties  in  groups,  so  that  we 
could  do  needed  and  effective  work  at  far  less  cost  than  has  sometimes 
been  hitherto  incurred. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  uniform  'kindness  of  the 
brethren  to  us  in  every  section  of  the  State. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CYRUS  THOMPSON,  Lecturer. 
J.  T.  B.  HOOVER,  Ass't  Lecturer. 
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The  Judieiarv  Committee  made  its  report  through  Bro. 
John  Bradv,  the  chairman  oi  the  committee  being  absent, 
as  follows  : 


Mk.   I'rkhmiknt  ax  11  Okkickks  ok    mik  North  Carolina  Farmers' 
Statu  A  m.ianck  : 

Your  Jiulii'ial  Committer  have  the   pleasure  t<>  report  thsit  no  matters 
have  eome  hrfure  1 1 1 « -  committee  for  adjudication   during  the   |>;i^t    vear. 
We  congral ulale  the  organization  for  ii^  harinotiv. 
Respect ful I y  suhniit  ted, 

JOHN    IJRADY,  Clmirnmn. 

Resolutions  were  called  for. 

J.  A.  Leficr  introducd  a  resolution  marked  No.  t,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolu- 
tions. 

\V.  K.  Creech  introduced  a  resolution  marked  No.  2, 
and  was  referred  to  same  committee  as  above. 

A  second  resolution,  made  by  W.  R.  Creech,  and 
marked  No.  3,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Fourth  and  fifth  resolutions  introduced  by  Dr.  J.  F, 
Ilarrell  and  J.  A.  Frink  respectively,  were  referred  to 
Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

S.  B.  Newton  introduced  resolutions  6  and  7.  The 
first  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolu- 
tions, the  second  to  Committee  on  Business  Agenev. 

The  (Stli  resolution,  introduced  bv  A.  J.  Pringle,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

The  oth,  roth  and  nth  resolutions  were  introduced 
respectively  by  A.  Hudson,  Jr.,  L.  (i.  Cathy  and  S.  A. 
Earnhardt,  and  were  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws. 

No.  12  was  introduced  by  A,  C.  Shuford,  and  referred 
to  Business  Agency  Committee. 

Committee  on  Credentials  recommended  that  as  the 
delegate  from  Lenoir  county  was  not  present.  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Mewboorne  be  made  delegate  pro  tern.     Carried. 
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It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  Bro.  Virgil  A.  Wilson 
address  the  members  of  the  State  Alliance  and  visiting 
brethren  to-night.    Subject,  "Labor  Exchange."    Carried. 

The  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  election  of 
officers  of  this  body  for  the  ensuing  year  take  place  imme- 
diately after  the  address  by  Bro.  Wilson. 

On  motion,  the  session  adjourned  to  meet  to-night  at 
8  o'clock. 

NIGHT    SESSION. 

The  Alliance  was  cu'led  to  order  promptly  at  S  p.  in., 
by  President  J.  M.  Mewboorne. 

Bro.  V.  A.  Wilson  was  then  called  upon,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  brethren  in  a  very  pleasant  and 
useful  speech  of  more  than  two  hours,  though  suffering 
much  pain  and  fatigue  at  the  time,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
body  were  given  Bro.  Wilson  by  a  rising  unanimous 
vote. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  made  a 
partial  report,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows  :  To  amend 
section  2,  article  10,  of  the  Constitution  so  as  to  read: 
"The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
State  Alliance  shall  be  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
quarterly.  All  amounts  shall  be  paid  out  on  warrants, 
signed  by  the  Secretary  ami  approved  by  the  President." 

The  election  of  officers  was  now  called  for,  and  the 
following  officers  were  put  in  nomination  and  elected  : 

James  M.  Mewboorne,   Kinston  ...... President. 

A.  C.  Shuford,  Newton Vice-President. 

W.  S.  Harries,  Raleigh Secretary-Treasurer. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson,  Richlamls Lecturer. 

Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Elm  Citj Steward. 

Rev.  T.  T.  Speight,  Lewiston Chaplain. 

George  F.  Lane,  Greensboro Doorkeeper. 

James'E.  Lyon,  Durham Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

John  R.  Hancock,  Greensboro Sergeant-at-Arms. 
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\v.  ii.  w.miIi,  kjiioijjii 

A.  I'.  I  lilt-man,  Concord 

N.  ('.  Rnglisli,  Trinity 

J.  W.  Denmark,  Ralei<rh 

Maj.  W.  A.  (iraliam,  Maelipeluli 

James  II.  Llovd,  Tarhoi-o 

Mrs.  James  M.  Mowboorne,  Kinsloii 

[amrs  M.   Mewboe>rne,   Kin   ion 


liiisincss  Ajjent. 

F.xecul ivi-  Commit Ice. 

I  )il.  ._r:  h  « •  N  ;i  i  ional  Council. 

Alternate  Delegate. 

!  >ele«rate  Nai  ional  Council. 

Alternate  Delejrate. 

Delegate  N;iihhi;i1  Council. 

Alternate  I  Mrtfute. 


The  President  appointed  the  following  judiciary  Com- 
mittee: John  Brady,  chairman,  Gatesville;  John  Gra- 
ham, Ridgcway  :   Dr.  J.  i'\  1  larrell,  Whiteville. 

Upon  motion,  it  was  carried  that  the  Kxeculive  Com- 
mittee and  such  of  the  Slate  oiticers  as  it  may  call  to  its 
assistance  shall  constitute  the  Legislative  Committee. 

The  hour  of  1  i  :,>o  arrived,  and  per  motion,  the  Alli- 
ance adjourned  til!  o  a.  m.  Wednesday-  morning. 


SECOND   DAY— MoRNiN(j  Session. 

President  Mewboorne  called  the  State  Alliance  to  order 
at  9:10  a.  m. 

Proceedings  oi*  yesterday  wen.'  read  and  approved, 
Letter  from  Col.  T.  I>.  Long,  L\-Siate  Lecturer  ol  Al- 
liance of  Buncombe  county,  was  read  by  Maj.  Graham, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  to  answer,  if  thought  proper- 
Committee  on  Credentials  recommended  Bro.  J.  W" 
Cox,  ol*  Surry  county.  Special  Organizer,  be  permitted  to 
represent  his  county  as  delegate.     Carried. 

Resolution  No,  13,  by  f.  W.  Denmark,  was  introduced, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  14,  by  F.  M.  White,  introduced  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.   15.be  L.   M.    Perkins,   introduced    and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 
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Resolution  No.  16,  by  J.  B.  Smith,  introduced  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

The  reports  of*  Lecturer  and  Steward  were  read  and 
approved. 

Installation  of  officers  was  then  taken  up,  and  upon 
motion  of  Bro.  Seawell,  the  President  proceeded  to  install 
them. 

Motion  was  made  by  delegate  from  Sampson.  Bro. 
White,  that  the  secret  work  of  the  Alliance  be  exempli- 
fied by  Bro.  Butler.  President  of  the  National  Alliance, 
before  the  adjournment  of  this  body.     Carried. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Davis,  delegate  from  Lenoir,  having  arrived, 
the  Committee  on  Credentials  recommended  that  lie  be 
seated.     Carried. 

The  following  substitute  was  oflered  by  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  in  place  ol  resolutions  Nos.  2. 
4,  6.  9.  10  and  1  1,  and  carried. 

That  section  2.  article  4.  pages  17  and  iS.  be  amended 
by  a  substitute  to  read  as  follows  : 

Sec.  2.  The  initiation  fee  of  males  shall  lu-  It f  1  v  cents,  nntl  the  dues 
twentv-five  cents  per  quarter.  Females  shall  be  exempt  from  initial  ion 
fees,  but  shall  pav  ^\uvs  to  the  amount  of  live  cents  each  quarter,  all  of 
which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  Alliance.  One  half  of  said 
dues  shall  be  paid  into  the  Stale  Alliance  Treasury,  the  other  half  to  Ik- 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  National  Alliance.  Any  Sub-Alliance,  at 
its  option,  may  pav  these  dues  of  females  out  of  it^  treasury. 

Notice  having  been  served  on  the  State  Alliance  that  a 
County  Convention  wanted  the  court  house  from  1  1  a.  m. 
till  3  p.  m.,  upon  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  at  1  1 
a.  m.  to  meet  again  at  3  p.  m. 

Evening  Session. 


The  Alliance  was  called   to   order   bv    President    Mew- 
boorne  at  3  o'clock  sharp. 
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Commilee  on  Labor  Exchange  Made  a  partial  report. 
A    substitute    was    offered   by    Uro.    Iiutler,    which    was 

adopted,  and   is  as  follows: 

Your  coinmittiM  do  respectfully  recommend  to  the  members  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Labor  Exchange  system. 

The  Committee  on  Manufacturing  made  a  report  on 
resolution  13,  and  recommended  its  adoption.  It  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

That  I  he  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  Manufacturing 
Company  is  hereby  inaugurated.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company 
shall  be  not  less  than  $5,000  nor  more  than  $50,000,  composed  of   shares 

of  $1 .00  each. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  forward  to  each  Secre- 
tary of  Subordinate'  and  County  Alliances  subscription  blanks  for  shares 
of  Mock  for  use  of   Alliances  of  said  county. 

Thai  when  the  Secretary  shall  receive  and  forward  not  later  than  No- 
vember .,  1S04,  to  Hit;  Sceretary-Trcasurer  of  State  Alliance  all  money 
subscribed,  and  thai  when  $4,500  shall  have  been  received  in  cash,  the 
Secrefiry-Treasurerof  the  State  Aliia.tce  shall  notify  the  State  Execu- 
tive Committee,  who  shall  formulate  a  constitution  and  by-laws  for  said 
corporation,  and  shall  call  a  meeting  of  all  subscribers  at  such  time  and 
place  as  thev  may  deem  hot  for  organization.  Any  subscriber  not  able 
l„  attend  nan  semi  his  proxy  with  Alliance  seal,  instructing  how  it  shall 
l,e  voted.  Bach  share  shall  he  enlitled  to  one  vote.  FrolitS  of  said  bus- 
|IM.,,  .hall  go  onlv  to  owners  of  stock.  Certificates  of  stock  shall  be 
transferable  only  to  members  of  the  Alliance,  or  to  Alliances,  and  owned 

by  them  solely. 

No  contributor,  other  than  Sub,  County  or  State  Alliance,  shall   own 

more  than  one  hundred  shures  of  stock. 

The  charter  and  constitution  shall  contain  a  provision  that  members 
of  the  said  company  shall  be  liable  only  for  the  amount  of  stock 
subscribed. 

A  letter  from  President  Crosby,  of  the  A.  and  M.  Col- 
lege, (colored)  was  read,  and  on  motion,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Secretary  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  same,  re- 
gretting that  the  Alliance  as  a  body  would  not  have  time 
at  this  meeting  to  visit  his  institution. 
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The  following  changes  were  made  in  the  constitution, 
per  recommendation  <>l  committee: 

The  following  amendments  by  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws,  to  several  resolutions  introduced  bv 
delegates  against  females  paying  dues,  were  adopted  : 

Sec.  3,  article  \,  page  iS  be  amended  liv  striking  out  tkn,  in  line  5, 
suul  substituting;  thi' word  111  ri:i:\,  ami  sifter  tin1  word  "quarter,"  in 
line  7,  strike  out  "I'lioviniai,  iiowkvkk,  upon  direction  of  the  Counts 
Alliance  I»v  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  fifteen  cents  shall 
be  forwarded.*' 

In  line  16  strike  out  the  word  "live,"  and  insert  the  word  "ten''  anil 
after  "term,"  in  1MI1  line,  insert,  "and  live  cents  for  each  female  nielli 
her  in  good  standing  for  said  term." 

Her  recommendation  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws,  the  following  iimendmenls  to  constitution  were 
passed  : 

Article  10.  section  1,  line  7.  the  figure  3  was  changed 
to  2. 

Article  1.  section  3,  line  2,  figure  5   changed  to  j. 

Resolution  14  and  15  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolution  No.  "F"  adopted,  as  sollows : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Alliance  be  tendered  llro.  S.  It. 
Alexander  for  his  services  in  Congress  against  the  i - -i i<-  of  bonds,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  free  coinage  of  silver,  the  passage  of  an  ami  option  law, 
and  the  reduction  <>f  taxation. 

Resolution  S  laid  on  the  table. 
Resolution  \o.  "G"   adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Thai  section  5  of  Ittisiuess  Agent's  report  be  amended  l>\ 
inserting  one  dollar  per  ton  higher  than  to  Alliaiiceinen  for  ail  Alliance 
guanos  sold  outside  of  the  membership. 

On  motion,  President  Butler,  oi*  the  National   Alliance, 
exemplified  the  secret  work. 
Adjourned  to  meet  at  S  .15. 
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Evening  Session. 

State  Alliance  called  to  order  at  8:30  by  President  Mew- 
boorne. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  all  speeches  he  limited  to 
throe  minutes,  and  that  no  person  speak  more  than  twice 
on  one  subject. 

Motion  made  that  Resolution  No.  7.  as  amended  by  the 
committee,  he  adopted. 

It  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Wiikkkas,  The  Progressive  Farmer  was  reduced  in  subscription  from 
two  dollars  to  one  dollar  per  year  to  Allinncemcn  when  lirst  adopted  as 
the  State  Alliance  organ,  and 

Wiikkkas,  This  reduction  of  one-half  was  made  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  all  officers  and  members  of  the  Sub,  County  and  State 
Alliances  should  each  use  his  best  endeavors  to  increase  the  subscription 
list  of  the  paper,  and  get  it  into  the  homes,  if  possible,  of  all  our  people, 
and 

Wiikkkas,  We  are  convinced  that  in  good  faith  the  managers  of  that 
paper  have,  with  ability,  more  than  carried  out  their  obligations  to  the 
Order,  in  that  they  have  increased  the  size  of  the  paper  and  that  for  more 
than  two  years  contributed  a  whole  page  free  of  charge  to  the  IJnsiness 
Agency  for  publication  of  the  price-list  and  other  announcements,  and 

Wiikkkas,  Considering  the  quantity  and  quality  of  matter  contained 
and  the  cost  of  its  preparation,  the  Progressive  Parmer  is  better  and 
cheaper  for  Alliancemen  and  reformers  than  any  other  paper,  and 

Wiikkkas,  We  are  convinced  that  at  one  dollar  a  year  cash  in  advance 
the  profit  to  the  publishers  is  almost  nothing,  and  that  when  not  paid  in 
advance  is  less  than  nothing,  therefore,  for  these  and  many  other  reasons, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  do  re-indorse 
and  adopt  the  Progressive  Farmer  as  the  fearless,  ever-watchful,  faithful 
and  untcrrilied  champion  of  the  Alliance  and  defender  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  all  our  people. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  this  body,  do  each  pledge  his  per- 
sonal efforts  and  increasing  endeavor  to  increase  the  subscription  list  of 
the  paper  and  to  place  it  in  every  home  possible  in  our  respective  coun- 
ties, and  , 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  original  pledge  and  further 
facts,  we  pledge  ourselves  and  call  upon  all  our  membership  to  keep  their 
subscriptions  paid  up  in  advance  and  use  every  honorable  means  to 
secure  new  subscribers,  and  to  do  this  with  no  hope  of  remuneration  or 
f"rthcr  reward  for  such  service  than  the  gooil  we  shall  accomplish  for  the 
cause  thereby. 
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Committee  on  $  Business  Agency  made  a  favorable 
report  on  Business  Agent's  report,  and  upon  reeommenda- 
tion  it  was  adopted  as  amended, 

Resolution  marked  "II"  was  recommended  bv  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  was  adopted 
as  follows  : 

Amend  article  i  by  adding  section  to  In*  known  as  12:  "It  shall  be  the 
dutv  of  each  County  Lecturer  to  furnish  quarterly  to  tin-  State  l.niuici- 
a  statement  as  to  the  condition  of  lii>  County  Alliance,  and  lo  not  if  1  the 
StatejLeecurer  il  I » i^  sen  ices  are  desired  anil  what  provisions  the  County 
will  make  as  compensation  lor  State  Lecturer's  services." 

Molion  made'  and  carried,  that  the  lousiness  Agent  and 
J.  W.  Denmark  investigate  (lie  matter  regarding  cotton 
bagging  and  publish  the  facts. 

Resolution  bv  l»ro.  J.  I».  Lloyd  introduced  and  adopted 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  Thai   ili«'   North  Carolina   Karmers'   Stale  Alliance  hereby! 
re-indorses  the  demands  of  the  National  Alliance. 

Reports  of  oliieers  adopted. 

Resolution  K  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  thanks  of  the  State  Alliance  i-  hereby  tendered  Iq 
tin-  railroads,  hotels  i>nd  boarding  houses,  lor  favors  extended,  In  the  offi* 
ccr*  of  (juilford  connO  for  use  of  court-house,  ami  to  the  (iuilford 
Count \  Alliance  reception  committee  and  officers  for  kindnesses  and 
courtesies. 

Article  1,  section  4,  was  amended  bv  motion,  that  the 
following  should  come  in  after  the  word  "Alliances"  in 
sixth  line  : 

Provided,  however,  the  officers  of  the  Stale  Alliance  in  Raleigh,  and 
such  other  persons  eligible  as  may  associate  with  them,  may  organize  an 
Alliance  in  the  city  of  Raleigh. 
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Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported  an 
amendment,  for    Kesolutions    Nos.    i    and   5,   which    was 

adopted  and  was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  ThiH  \\c  consider  as  enemies  to  tip-  industrial  classes  in  our 
State  hI I  men  or  parlies  who  encourage  unnecessary  appropriations  i>i 
public  funds  for  sui'li  pnrpoM'S  i>  inaugural  halls,  Slate  Guard  encamp- 
men l>,  etc.  1  etc. ;  and  we  favor  a  general  reduction  of  all  salaries  anil  lees 
of  officers  in  our  State,  using  ihe  moneys  sn  saved  for  the  iiuproveineiu 
of  our  pulilic  schools, 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  a  collection  he 
taken  up  J  or  the  Polk  Memorial  Iutnd.  It  was  done,  and 
amounted  to  $11.87,  which  was  turned  over  Lo  Marion 
Huller  for  that  fund. 

On  motion,  thanks  Were  tendered  Miss  N.  S.  Scarbor- 
ough, of  Lenoir,  for  her  kind  oiler  of  lu  riling  ovei  Lo  the 
Polk  Memorial  Kund  twenty-Jive  per  cent,  ol  the  receipts 
for  all  portraits  taken  for  members.  Sister  Scarborough 
had  placed  a  portrait  of  Col.  L.  L.  Polk  in  the  hall  on 
Tuesdav  morning,  the  work  ol   her  own  hands. 

Three  ladies  were  in  attendance  at  the  State  Alliance — 
Mrs,  James  M.  Mewboorne  and  Miss  X.  IS.  Scarborough, 
of  Lenoir,  and  Miss  Annie  L.  Barnes,  of  Raleigh.  The 
latter  assisted  the  Secretary  as  clerk  during  the  session  of 
the  Slate  Alliance- 

The  Doorkeeper  made  his  report  as  follows: 

Mr,  I'kkkidrxt  \m>  I'.ur  rnui'N  — I  want  u<  say  a  word  in  hehall  ol 
lliis  hodv  of  Allianeemen,  Il  has  hem  said  In  many  people  in  and  around 
the  citv  ol'  Greensboro  that  they  never  saw  so  large  a  body  <>i  men  as  was 
here  at  our  last  State  meeting  wilhoiil  some  of  them  being  intoxicated  <>r 
without  some  of  them  using  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  bul  that  not  one 
was  seen  intoxicated  nor  was  an  oath  In  ard  from  one  of  them  :  and  they 
said  further,  il  must  mean  something  when  the  Alliance  send-  such  a 
grand 'body  <»l"  men  as  officers  and  delegates  to  their  State  meetings  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  organization.  And  now,  as  1  look  into  the 
faces  of  the  members  of  this  hodv,  il  gives  me  pleasure  to  say,  as  your 
Doorkeeper,  that  I  have  not  smell  the  perfume  of  whiskey  on  anyone's 
breath  as  they  passed  in  and  out  this  door  by  me  during  the  session  of 
this  State'AUiancc.fJ 

The  Stale  Alliance  adjourned  at  1.1:15  P.  H.' 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 

County.  Delegate.  Postoflice. 

Alamance J.  P.  Kerr    Haw  River. 

Alexander J.  L.  Lefier Taylorsville. 

Anson J.  M.  Flake Heaver  Dam. 

Ashe M.  M.   lilevins Hlevins. 

ileaufort II.  E.  Hodges Mineola. 

Bertie A.  W.  Snell *»»s  Souci. 

tBladcn 

Brunswick G.  II.  Cannon Town  Creek. 

Ituncomhe tRev.  \V.  M.  Murray  Rieeville. 

IJurke Jolm  Rod  rick Morgan  ton. 

Cabarrus John  A.  Fink  Concord. 

Caldwell +  W.  D.  Kickimm 

Camden S.  W.  Williams Shiloh. 

Caswell B.  F.  Stan  field Leasburg. 

Catawba A.  C.  Shuford Newton. 

Chatham +  L.  1  lerndon 

Cleveland J.  Y.  Ilanifick       Metal. 

Columbus Dr.  J.  F.  Ilurrell Wbiteville. 

Craven G.  A.  Conner Tburman. 

Cumberland Jerrv  Luther 

Currituck JT.  W.  Babh    Hertford. 

Davidson Rev.  1 1.  Morion Thomas*  ille. 

Davie. I.  T.  I  [miser Farmington. 

Duplin S.  15.  Newton. Xcnia. 

Durham fames   E.  I.vum Durham. 

Edgecombe J.  15.  Lloyd Tarboro. 

Forsyth Rev.  V.  A.  Wilson I'lall'town. 

Franklin J.  J.  Wilder Mitchner. 

Gaston L.  G.  Cathcy Mt.  Holly. 

Gates D.  E.  Riddick, Gatesville. 

Granville J.  A.  Waller Knapp  of  Reeds. 

Greene {J.  A.  Lang Farmville. 

Guilford J.B.Smith Guilford  College. 

Halifax t C.  1'.  Simmons Scotland  Neck. 

Harnett +Z.  T.  Kivett 

Hertford J.J.  Purvis    Menola. 

Iredell M.  W.  Whit.'   .      Mt.  Mourne 

Jaekson William  Bumgarncr,         ...    Wiltnot. 

Johnston W.  R.  Creech      Smithfield. 

Jones Lafayette  I  )i  I  la  hunt  Trim  ton. 

Lenoir C.  1'.  Davis -. Falling  Creek. 

Lincoln J.  10.  Hoover Tllll's  X  Roads. 

Macon J.  E.  Riekman Leathermann. 
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PostotTiee. 
Rohersonville. 
1 1  untersville. 
.Mooshaunee. 


County.  Delegate. 

Martin .  .J.  R.  Smith 

Mecklenburg. . .   \.  J.  Hunter 

Moore J.  T.  Seawell 

Nasli W.  A.  Moore Spring  Hope. 

Northampton A.  Grant    Jackson. 

( )nslow Cy  Thompson Richlands. 

Orange \.  R.  Holmes Rock  Spring. 

Pamlico J.  J.  Mrinson.        Haird's  Creek. 

Pasquotank W.I'.  Prilchard  ,       Elizabeth  City. 

Pender A.  II.  I'addison      Ilurgaw. 

Perquimans +  W.  T.  Ihibb Hertford. 

Person    William  l*\  Reade Mt.  Tirzah. 

Pitt J.  A.  Lang Kannville. 

Randolph N .  C.  English     Trinity. 

Richmond G.  C.  Morton Rockingham. 

Robeson A.  S.  Thompson      ...  .  Grady. 

Rockingham \.  J.  Hudson,  Jr  Reidsville. 

Rowan S.A.Earnhardt    Salisbury. 

Rutherford A.I).  K.  Wallace Rutherfordtori. 

Sampson F.  M.  White Roseboro. 

Stanly J.  I ).  Allen Norwood. 

Stokes A.  J.  Pringle    .  ...  Elks. 

Surry J.  W.  Cox         ICdwardsville. 

ffyrrell A.  W.  Owens Columbia. 

Vanee W.  II.  Davis  .      .  Williamsboro. 

Wake J.  W.  Denmark         Raleigh. 

Warren J.  I.  Jones Steedsville. 

Watauga L.  N.  Perkins      Uoone. 

kvayne J.K.Person Pikeville. 

Wilson J.  1).  Meares    Elm  City. 

Yadkin S.  II.  Nading 

+  Not  present,      J  Proxy. 
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LIST  OF  OFFICERS 

Elected  August  14.  1895. 


PRESIDENT  :  . 

Dr.  CYRUS  THOMPSON Richlands,  N.  C. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  I 

JOHN   GRAHAM Ridgeway.   N.  C. 

SECRETARY-TREASl'RER  \ 

W.  S.  BARNES Raleigh,  N.  C. 

LECTURER : 

Rev.  J.  T.  B.  HOOVER .Elm  City,  N.  C. 

STEWARD  : 

Dr.  V.  N.  SEA  WELL Yillanow,  N.  C. 

CHAPLAIN  I 
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DOOR-KEEPER \ 
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SERGEANT- AT- A  RMS  \ 
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THADELS   1YEY Cary.  N.  C. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF    THE 

North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 

NINTH   ANNUAL  SESSION, 

August  13,   14  and  15,  1895. 


Cary,  N.  C,  August  13,  1895. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  1 1 
o'clock  a.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  August  13,  1895,  by  President 
James  M.  Mewboorne.  Brothers  J.  T.  B.  Hoover  and 
T.  T.  Speight  were  appointed  by  the  President  to  assist  in 
purging  the  house. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  T.  T..  Speight. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committee  on 
Credentials  :  A.  J.  Dula,  S    A.  Earnhardt,  W.  E.  Bowers. 

While  the  Committee  were  looking  after  Credentials  res- 
olutions were  introduced. 

Resolution  No.  1 ,  introduced  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  which 
was  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  2,  introduced  by  S.  O.  Wilson,  in  re- 
gard to  changing  July  meeting  in.  Wake  county,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Committee  on  Credentials  made  a  partial  report:  57 
counties  had  reported  and  43  delegates  present ;  report 
accepted  and  Committee  continued. 

Sergeant-at-arms  Hancock  not  being  present,  the  Pres- 
ident appointed  H.  E.  King  to  fill  the  place  pro  tern. 

Secretary  was  ordered  to  call  roll  of  Committees,  which 
was  done. 

The  delegate  from  Lincoln  county  being  absent  on  ac- 
count of  sickness,  on  motion,  Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  was 
seated  as  delegate  from  Lincoln. 
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Bro.  McGregor,  from  Richmond  Co.,,  was  seated  as 
delegate  from  said  county,  and  Brother  Steele  was  seated 
as  delegate  from  Union  county. 

Motion  was  made  bv  Brother  T.  Ivey  that  we  have  a 
recess  till  i  130  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  that  a  committee  of  two 
be  appointed  from  Cary  Lodge,  Brothers  Broughton  and 
Wimberly,  to  escort  to  the  rostrum  the  mayor  of  Gary, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Angier,  who  by  previous  arrangement  will  de- 
liver the  address  of  welcome  to  the  State  Alliance.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

The  escort  with  the  mayor  and  a  number  of  the  citizens 
of  the  town  then  came  into  the  hall.  The  mayor  was  es- 
corted to  the  President's  stand,  and  there  introduced  to 
the  audience  by  President  Mewboorne.  The  address  of 
Mayor  Angier  was  a  patriotic  one  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  and  one  calculated  to  allay  much  bitterness  hereto- 
fore engendered  against  the  Alliance.  He  welcomed  the 
State  Alliance  in  behalf  of  all  the  citizens  of  Cary,  and 
expressed  the  kindest  feelings  for  the  organization.  The 
address  was  happily  received  by  the  members  of  the  State 
Alliance,  and  Mayor  Angier  will  always  be  remembered 
with  pleasure  by  all  those  of  the  order  who  listened  to  his 
words  of  welcome. 

Brother  J.  W.  Denmark  was  called  upon  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  reply  to  the  address  of  the  mayor  on  behalf  of  the 
Alliance,  which  he  did  in  a  very  pleasant  and  earnest 
way. 

Upon  motion  of  Brother  Ivey,  after  consultation  with 
ladies  present,  it  was  decided  that  the  dinner  hour  during 
the  session  of  State  Alliance  be  at  1  o'clock.  The  visitors 
having  left  the  hall,  the  President  called  the  Alliance  to 
order.  It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  State  Alliance 
should  adjourn  every  evening  during  session  at  5  o'clock 
till  8  o'clock  of  same  day  to  give  committees  time  to  work. 
Morning- session  adjourned  till  1  130  p.  m,  to-day. 
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EVENING  SESSION— First  Day. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  1  130 
p.  m.,  by  President  Mewboorne. 

Brother  Graham  moved  that  all  papers  be  referred  to 
proper  Committees  without  debate,  which  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  3,  by  Z.  T.  Kivett,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  constitution  and  By-Laws. 

The  following  Committees  appointed  by  the  President 
were  announced  : 

Constitution  and  By-Laws — Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  N.  C. 
English,  T.  P.  Jenks,  J.  T.  Cole,  L.  E.  Nevvsom,  T.  J. 
Candler,  A.  J.  Dula,  John  Graham,  II.  W.  Barker,  A.  J. 
Dalby. 

Business  Agency — S.  Otho  Wilson,  A.  D.  K.  Wallace, 
James  P.  Morrison,  J.  H.  Quinn,  A.  J.  Cobb,  D.  C.  Thar- 
ington,  J.  E.Jones,  (Gaston)  D.  B.  Bennett. 

Relief  and  Insurance — J.  II.  Quinn,  T.  E.  Cutler,  J. 
P.  Sossaman,  S.  L.  Hearndon,  Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell. 

Manufacturing — John  Graham,  W.  S.  Mitchell,  M.  B. 
Prince,  J.  H.  Quinn,  J.  P.  Sossaman,  J.  T.  Askew,  N.  C. 
English,  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  E.  A.  Move. 

Demands  and  Resolutions — Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  J.  F. 
Click,  J.  T.  Askew,  S.  A.  Earnhart,  Howard  F.  Jones, 
Rev.  P.  H.  Massey. 

Publication — J.  F.  Click,  J,  P.  Sossaman,  H.  E.  King, 
J.  F.  Westmoreland. 

Resolution  No.  4,  to  appoint  a  Committee  on  good  of 
the  order,  adopted.  The  President  oppointed  the  follow- 
ing :  • 

J.  P.  Sossaman,  Dr.  Thompson,  Dr.  Person,  John  Gra- 
ham, W.  A.  Graham,  J.  T.  B.  Hoover. 

Reports  of  officers  next  in  order.  The  President  then 
delivered  his  address  as  follows  : 

Dear  IJrktiiken  : 

The   Father's  hand  has  kept  up  and  guided  us  till 
this  our  ninth  annual  session.     His  love  and  -wonderful  beneficence  have 
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been  again  shown  in  the  prosperous  crops  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
our  beloved  State.  For  this  and  all  other  blessings  we  offer  our  grateful 
thanks. 

We  have  assembled  for  council — for  wise  and  peaceful  council — to 
make  plans  for  the  amelioration  of  our  brotherhood  and  to  take  steps  for 
their  speedy  consummation. 

We  are  met  here  in  the  town  of  Cary  by  special  election  of  your  Exe- 
cutive Committee  to  view  the  surroundings  of  this  railroad  junction  and 
to  take  into  immediate  consideration  the  advisability  of  establishing  a 
manufacturing  enterprise  here.  This  is  a  great  and  grave  undertaking, 
but  you  have  the  power  to  do  it  if  you  so  desire ;  others  have  done  it  and 
are  now  basking  in  the  wealth  produced  by  you. 

Our  people  at  home  expect  the  officers  and  delegates  to  do  more  than 
routine  business  at  this  meeting,  they  knew  from  the  first  that  they  were 
in  a  wilderness,  and  are  now ;  and  for  this  reason  they  organized  them- 
selves into  this  great  brotherhood  to  relieve  them ;  they  have  learned, 
and  learned  it  through  great  tribulation,  that  they  have  been  wronged 
and  terribly  wronged  by  adverse  legislation,  and  that  favorable  legislation 
will  ultimately  restore  them  to  their  former  condition  ;  they  have  found 
out  by  the  education  they  have  received  through  this  organization,  which 
has  been  verified  by  actual  experience  and  proclaimed  by  wise  and  learned 
statesmen,  that  when  the  government  issues  from  its  treasury  a  given 
amount  of  money — which  is  only  a  medium  of  the  exchange  of  wealth — 
to  circulate  among  its  people  to  be  useful  to  them  in  their  business  and 
in  sufficient  volume,  no  more  and  no  less.  With  this  sufficiency  the  peo- 
ple buy  and  sell;  promise  and  receive  promises,  make  all  manner  of  debts 
and  receive  all  manner  of  debts,  and  all  are  contented  and  happy  in  "a 
smiling  land."  If  by  legislation  government  reduces  that  volume  of  cur- 
rency, just  in  that  proportion  the  man  who  made  the  promise  is  robbed 
by  the  man  who  received  the  promise,  and  the  man  who  made  the  debt, 
by  the  man  who  received  the  debt,  and  government  is  the  instigator  of 
these  outrages,  through  vile  and  vicious  legislators,  either  for  self-inter- 
est or  somebody  else's  interest.  They  have  learned  through  the  Alliance 
and  by  unrelenting  toil  as  well,  that,  if  the  volume  of  currency  shall  be 
reduced  one-half,  then  the  remaining  half  must  now  do  what  all  once  had 
to  do,  and  that  the  price  of  the  produce  of  the  farmer  and  the  hire  of  the 
loborer  is  reduced  one  half  and  the  products  of  all  other  enterprises  are 
in  like  manner  reduced  unless  sustained  and  upheld  by  nefarious  and  un- 
lawful combinations.  That  by  redming  the  price  of  products  and  labor 
one  half  the  conditions  have  been  so  changed  that  it  will  require  twice  as 
many  pounds,  twice  as  many  bushels,  twice  as  many  day's  labor,  and  twice 
as  many  products  (save  and  except  those  held  up  by  unlawful  trusts)  to 
pay  the  debt  that  it  once  took,  thereby  doubling  the  energies  of  the  man 
who  promised  the  debt,  and  to  the  man  who  received  the  debt  the  value 
thereof.  Was  there  ever  a  crime  more  criminal  or  a  country  more  cor- 
rupt? 
Thev   have    learned    also  that,   demonetizing   silver,    the   conspirators 
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were  only  furthering  this  criminality  against  the  commonweal,  and  to 
give  honor  and  credence  to  u  crime,  they  have  made  the  Chief  Executive 
of  this  nation  the  .standard  bearer  of  a  gold  standard  who  says  to  his  sub- 
ordinates "you  shall !"  and  to  the  poeple  "you  will?"  Dictator  to  the 
other.     These  lessons  cannot  be  unlearned.     They  are  indelibly  iixed. 

The  friends  who  are  opposed  to  the  Alliance  call  it  politics,  and  it  may 
be  so,  but  it  is  the  truth,  as  well,  and  all  truth  shall  be  told.  We  have 
told  it  in  love,  and  time  and  sad  experience  have  demonstrated  it  to  all. 
Shall  we  not  kindly  say  to  our  friends,  be  done  fighting  us?  Have  we  not 
told  you  the  truth,  and  have  you  not  received  it  in  spite  of  your  opposi- 
tion ? 

The  Philistines  are  upon  us.  Gold,  crowned  and  sceptred  and  pano- 
plied with  the  paraphernalia  of  a  mighty  warrior,  defiantly  and  in  ad- 
vance bids  us  to  worship  at  bis  shrine.  Instead,  let  us  warn  the  people. 
At  Gold's  altar  there  are  bonds,  and  places  vacant  for  more  bonds;  in  the 
present  ones  there  is  a  sad  and  weary  story,  a  large  portion  of  your  once 
plentiful  currency  has  been  taken  from  circulation  and  transformed  into 
these  quiet  and  unrelenting  bonds  which  increased  your  indebtedness, 
and  by  funding  your  money  it  has  rendered  you  less  able  to  pay.  Bonds, 
disastrous  bonds;  was  it  not  "denominated  in  these  bonds"  that  they 
should  be  paid  in  coin?  Have  not  the  gold  conspirators  struck  down 
one-half  of  your  coin,  thereby  doubling  the  debt?  These  have  bound 
your  country  and  you,  and  the  "places  vacant"  when  they  shall  be  filled, 
will  be  bonds  for  your  children,  and  they  will  be  bondmen.  Shall  we  not 
continue  to  strike  at  this  monster,  and  worship  only  at  our  country's 
shrine? 

It  has  been  well  said  by  a  former  President  that  "The  two  corner 
stones  on  which  the  Alliance  was  founded  and  is  standing  to-day,  are  : 
First,  social  and  moral  development;  second,  intellectual  development, 
followed  by  co-operation  in  business  efforts  and  industrial  pursuits."  Our 
"social  and  moral  development"  have  been  wonderful,  and  civilization, 
as  well  as  religion,  has  been  advanced  since  the  advent  of  the  Farmer's 
Alliance.  Its  intellectual  development,  especially  in  the  science  of  gov- 
ernment, has  been  so  rapid  that  the  world  wonders  why  it  is  so,  but  these, 
I  fear,  have  not  been  "followed  by  co-operation  in  business  efforts"  have 
not  been  even  nominal. 

These  latter  things,  at  this  meeting,  ought  to  be  duly  considered.  If 
such  goods  as  are  generally  used  by  the  Alliance  are  not  sold  to  its  mem- 
bers through  the  Business  Agency  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  otherwise  it 
is  because  the  Alliance  has  been  discriminated  against,  and  it  is  in  your 
power  to  use  your  organization  to  its  utmost  ability  to  manufacture  such 
goods  for  your  use. 

When  we  shall  have  advanced  as  far  in  these  "industrial  pursuits"  as 
we  have  in  the  "science  of  government,"  the  world  will  truly  say  that 
this  organization  is  most  wonderful,  and  Alliancemen  and  women  will  de- 
light to  praise  and  honor  this  great  Industrial  Union  for  its  immediate 
benefit  to  them.     While  they  have  learned  to  love  our  demands,  and  will 
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stand  by  them  to  the  last  ditch,  they  demand  of  you  that  you  shall  pre- 
serve their  organization  by  doing  something  along  the  lines  indicated  in 
this  address. 

I  thank  you- for  confidence  reposed  in  me  for  the  last  two  years.  1  wish 
I  could  have  done  more  than  I  have.  I  now  surrender  the  badge  of  office 
to  another,  and  will  promise  you  that  I  for  one  will  ever  be  ready  to  obey 
the  commands  of  the  man  who  wears  it. 

.  JAMES  M.  MEWBOORNE,   Pres't. 

The  President's  address  was  placed  on  the  table  for  ac- 
tion later. 

The  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  being  absent 
per  request  of  Brother  Hileman,  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  report  of  the  executive  committee  was  post- 
poned till  next  day,  Wednesda}^. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  made  his  report  which  was 
referred  to  committee  on  good  of  the  order,  and  is  as  iol- 
lows  : 

Dear  Brethren  : 

Since  my  last  report  of  one  year  ago,  but  little  change 
has  been  made  in  the  status  of  the  Alliance.  The  want  of  a  sufficient  cir- 
culating medium  in  our  country  has  been  the  greatest  drawback  to  the 
progress  of  our  order,  and  is  felt  worse  this  year  than  last,  as  products  of 
the  soil  have  gone  lower  than  ever  before  known,  and  thousands  of  true 
Alliancemen  are  no  doubt  kept  from  the  meetings  simply  because  they 
feel  that  they  cannot  spare  the  small  quarterage  necessary  to  keep  in  good 
standing,  while  others  do  not  get  hold  of  it  at  all.  I  am  sure  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Alliance  are  growing  stronger  daily,  not  only  in  the  country,  but 
in  the  cities  and  towns,  and  all  that  is  needed  to  make  the  order  one  of 
great  activity  is  a  circulating  medium  necessary  to  do  the  business  of 
the  country. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  can  say  to  you,  the  Alliance  has  had  re- 
turned to  it  by  the  last  Legislature,  our  full  rights  as  under  original  char- 
ter— no  one  in  that  body  dared  to  oppose  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
amendments  put  upon  us  by  the  preceding  Legislature — the  one  of  '893. 
The  last  Legislature  also  granted  the  Alliance  the  same  privilege  under 
insurance  laws  as  is  given  the  other  beneficiary  organizations.  This  was 
implied  in  a  former  law,  but  the  Attorney  General  and  .Secretary  of  State 
ruled  against  us,  and  we  were  compelled  to  abide  by  their  decision  or  to 
stand  a  law  suit.  As  a  consequence  of  this  act  of  the  last  Legislature  I 
have  been  appointed  State  organizer  of  the  National  Alliance  Aid,  and 
introduced  it  to  our  people.  This  gives  insurance  at  about  one-fourth 
the  cost  of  the  old  line  companies.  So  far  but  little  progress  has  been 
made   in  the   work.     A    circular   was  sent  out  by  me  asking  the  Countv 
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Alliances  to  take  some  action  in  assisting  me  in  getting  good  workers  in 
every  county  to  become  active  organizers  for  the  Alliance,  but  little  at- 
tention was  paid  this  appeal.  Our  people  should  take  out  some  Insurance, 
especially  those  who  are  in  debt,  as  it  will  protect  their  property  and  save 
it  from  those  who  are  to-day  feasting  upon  the  effects  of  a  monetary  sys- 
tem— a  system  which  simply  gives  money  the  power  to  buy  your  proper- 
ty (when  compelled  to  be  sold  for  debt)  for  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
real  value.  I  hope  the  State  Alliance  will  either  adopt  the  National  Al- 
liance Aid  or  condemn  it,  as  I  do  not  care  to  work  anything,  in  the  Alli- 
ance that  does  not  meet  with  a  hearty  approbation  of  its  friends  and  mem- 
bers. In  fact,  I  think  it  should  be  directly  under  the  charge  of  the  State 
Alliance,  and  its  fees  should  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  Alliance,  as 
other  dues  are.  The  Aid  is  under  control  of  the  National  Alliance,  and 
has  been  paying  in  full  its  death  losses  for  the  past  two  years  and  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  National  Alliance. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  "Plan  of  Relief  in  the  Alliance  is  not  a  success, 
as  but  few  Sub-Alliances  are  taking  any  interest  in  it.  For  instance,  the 
4th  quarter  last  year  only  $31.50  was  received  ;  1st  quarter  this  year  $13.50 ; 
2nd  quarter  $12.05  i  tor  tn*s  quarter  $5.95.  It  has  been  of  much  help  to 
some  of  our  people,  but  under  the  plan  now  in  vogue  the  benefit  does  not 
reach  and  help  those  intended.  Some  feasible  plan  should  be  incorpora- 
ted but  so  far,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  a  perfect  substitute  for  the  one 
on  hand.     It  ought  to  be  improved  or  abolished. 

Much  antagonism  to  the  collection  of  female  dues  has  been  made,  and 
in  some  counties  I  regret  to  say,  not  a  lady  member  appears  on  the  rolls. 
The  life  of  county  organizations  is  the  ladies  that  compose  them,  and  it 
is  feared  that  the  Alliance  has  been  seriously  hurt  in  most  of  the  counties 
by  the  laying  on  of  this  small  tax.  One  of  the  largest  County  Alliances 
has  passed  resolutions  requesting  me  to  use  what  influence  I  could  to 
have  this  part  of  the  constitution  rescinded. 

The  report  below  shows  no  lecturing  has  been  done  by  State  Alliance. 
except  when  the  brethren  have  called  upon  our  lecturers  to  go  to  them. 
I  do  hope  that  a  system  can  be  incorporated  so  that  every  county  shall  be 
visited  during  the  next  year. 

I  wish  to  state  that  there  never  was  a  more  auspicious  time  for  Alliance 
work  and  re-organization  than  now.  For  the  past  six  weeks  more  Sub- 
Alliances  have  re-organized  and  expressed  determination  to  stand  by  the 
order  than  for  the  remainder  of  the  52  weeks,  since  we  met  before.  Con- 
stantly I  am  receiving  letters  from  old  members,  asking  how  the  Alliances 
can  be  restored.  I  fear  there  has  been  too  much  apathy  among  our 
county  officials  in  this  matter.  It  should  not  be  necessary  for  old  mem- 
bers to  be  writing  to  the  State  Alliance  to  know  how  to  re-organize.  It 
seems  that  if  the  lecturer,  and  other  officers  had  been  as  diligent  in  their 
official  capacity  as  they  should  have  been,  all  old  members  would  have 
known  how  to  get  back  in  good  standing.  Brethren,  I  think  that  the 
cause  of  this  apathy  on  part  of  our  officers,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  takes 
all  of  the  time  of  most  of  our  members  to  keep  the  "wolf  from  the  door" 
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and  they  feel  that  they  cannot  spare  the  time — but  remember  how  many 
sacrifices  were  made  four  and  five  years  ago.  Prejudices  and  bickerings 
have  arisen  in  our  lodges  and,  in  many  cases,  without  a  cause.  To  restore 
the  order  it  is  a  duty  encumbent  upon  every  member  to  go  to  work  to 
get  old  members  to  return  and  new  ones  to  join.  The  officers  should  lead, 
but  if  they  will  not,  then,  the  men  and  ladies  not  holding  position  should 
push  the  work.  Brethren,  we  have  each  one  to  make  sacrifices,  and  will 
have  so  to  do  as  long  as  life  lasts.  There  is  no  reason,  except  for  lack  of 
money  to  pa^-  dues,  why  our  whole  country  population  should  not  be  in 
our  organization.  1  will  make  one  point  here  :  A  Sub- Alliance  was  dead 
for  three  quarters,  but  one  member  paid  the  dues  for  the  Alliance  so  as 
to  keep  in  good  standing.  The  first  real  meeting  for  ten  months  was 
held  by  the  energy  of  one  or  two  men,  and  they  re-organized  with  about 
20  members.  This  is  but  a  fair  sample  of  what  could  be  done  if  each  one 
of  us  would  make  an  effort  for  the  Alliance,  f  have  settle  with  National 
Secretary,  for  last  years  dues  in  full,  441.00. 

The  following  are  the  receipts  and  expenditures  : 

RECEIPTS. 

On  hand  August  18,  1894 $       93  '20 

Received  fees  and  dues  and  other  sources 2,262  75 

Total .$2,357  95 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Expense  State  meeting,  1894 $  1(51  35 

"         Executive  Committee  meeting  for  year 1 1  OS 

Salary  of  J.  M.  Mewboorne,    President  from   May  13,    1894    to 

May  13,  1895 2(f0  00 

Salary,    W.    S.  Barnes,    Secretary-Treasurer    July  20.    1894  to 

August  1,  1895 t,038  3  1 

Office  expense,  fuel,  stationary  and  rents 85  12 

Printing  account  to  August  10,  1S95 223  4(5 

Postage  to  date,  August  10,  1895  . 182  25 

National  Alliance  January  dues 214  65 

Total >?2,149  25 

Balance  on  hand $208  70. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  BARNES,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  Trustee  of  Business  Agencey   Fund  made  his  re- 
port, and  is  as  follows  : 

BUSINESS  AGENCY   I'TM)  JULY  31.  1895. 

28,850  N.  C.  4's $28,850  00 

Loans 600  00 
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Cash 248  00 


Total $28,793  00 

RECEIVED  DURING  YEAR  1884-'5. 

Vandemere  Alliance  No.  1078, $  5  00 

Returned  P.  O.  Order 4  55 

On  loan  to  State  Alliance 1,220  00 

Total $1,220  55 

PAID. 

Certificates $      585  00 

Error  in  Health  Seat  All.  contribution 40  00 

Total $       625  00 

Total  certificate  paid  under  act  of  Legislature  $3,400  60. 

Trustee's  report  read  and  referred  to  committe  on  k'Good 
of  Order." 

The  President's  report  taken  from  table  and  referred  to 
committee  on  "'Good  of  Order." 

Business  Agent  made  his  report,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North  Carolina  State 

Farmers'  Alliance  : 
Brethren : 

There  is  not  much  at  this  time  in  the  volume  of  business 
done  through  the  Agency  to  warrent  encouragement.  Business  of  al- 
most every  character  has  met  with  depression  unparalleled  in  the  historv 
of  this  country.  Banks  have  dissolved,  factories  failed,  merchants  as- 
signed, farmers  broke,  and  commerce  has  been  so  completely  demoralized 
that  all  institutions  and  all  classes  of  legitimate  business  have  felt  the 
baneful  effects.  Your  Business  Agency,  though  established  and  conduc- 
ted on  a  plan  as  firm  as  the  rocks,  has,  nevertheless,  felt  the  depression. 
i  And  why  should  it  not?  With  cotton  and  other  staple  farm  products 
lower  than  at  any  time  within  the  last  third  of  a  century,  the  most  bitter 
political  campaign  on  record  in  the  State,  a  general  apathy  on  the  part  of 
so  many  brethren,  and  a  belief  by  others  that  since  a  political  party  has 
espoused  our  demands  the  Alliance  has  accomplished  its  mission,  all  have 
conspired  to  the  detriment  of  the  Agency. 

A  comparison  of  the  list  of  articles  of  merchandise  handled  by  the 
Agency  during  this  year — list  herewith  attached — with  that  of  former 
years,  will  show  a  decrease  in  amount  of  almost  every  article.  That 
some  articles,  such  as  bacon,  lard,  flour,  tobacco  and  fertilizers,  have  de- 
creased in  amount  may  mean  well  for  the  Order.  If  the  brethren 
are  making  these  supplies  at  home  instead  of  buying  them  from 
any  source,  it  is  an  evidence  of  improvement. 
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The  total  amount  of  merchandise  handled  during  the  -year  just  closed 
is  $137,652.71  of  which  $18,887.10  were  handled  during  the  former  six 
months,  and  $118,765,61  during  the  latter.  This  difference  does  not  in- 
dicate increasing  business,  but  represents  the  bulk  of  the  fertilizer  trade 
of  which  it  will  be  noted  that  we  purchased  only  4,845  tons,  or  21500  tons 
less  than  last  year.  This  decrease  in  tonage  is  due  to  several  influences 
which  may  be  be  summed  up  as  follows:  During  this  year  there  was 
much  less  fertilizer  used  than  formerly,  and  there  has  much  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  price  of  our  guano,  as  well  as  with  the  official  analysis  as 
published  by  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture — not  one  sample  of 
our  goods  showing  an  analysis  equal  to  the  guarantee.  The  Agency  in 
its  effort  to  care  for  the  time  trade  has  formerly  contracted  for  fertilizers 
in  such  an  indefinite  way,  that  no  manufacturer  could  offer  his  lowest 
price.  Asking  for  guanos  on  a  credit,  with  the  Agency  in  no  wise  re- 
sponsible for  due  payment,  and  not  contracting  for  any  specified  number 
of  tons,  has  always  put  us  to  a  disadvantage.  With  the  manufacturers, 
virtually,  the  cash  customers  had  to  carry  the  time  customers.  Freights 
also  were  frequently  against  us.  With  these  lights  the  Agency  under- 
took to  procure  a  contract  on  a  different  plan  for  the  ensuring  year  with 
the  following  result : 

Prices  named  to  be  for  goods  delivered,  freight  paid,  to  any  railroad 
station  in  North  Carolina,  and  for  any  quantity  from  2,000  tones  to  4,000 
tons.  Terms  cash  F.  O.  B.  Factory.  Guano  to  be  made  of  three  differ- 
ent grades  as  follows : 

No.  1.  No.  2. 

8%   Available  Phosphoric  Acid.  S%   Available  Phosphoric  Acid. 

2Jo%  Amonia.  2%   Ammonia. 

'6%  Potash-K  30.         ($20.00.)  \%%  Potash-K  30 

No.  3. 

H,%   Available  Phosphoric  Acid. 

2%   Ammonia, 

5%  Potash-K  2O.  ($20.50.) 

Acid  Phosphoric  13%   Phosphoric  Acid  at  $13.00. 

These  percentages  guaranteed  by  the  analyses  of  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Agriculiure.  Ingredients  derived  from  the  following 
sources : 

Ammonia. — One-third  from  Sulphate  of  Ammonia  and  Nitrate  of 
Soda.     The  balance  from  other  first-class  sources. 

Available  Phosphoric  Acid. — From  animal  bone,  and  Charleston  rock. 

Potash. — From  Sulphate  and  Muriate  of  Potash  and  Vegetable  Matter. 

All  goods  bagged  and  tagged  according  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina. 
and  delivered  at  any  time  within  the  year  and  in  any  quantities,  not  Jess 
than  car-load  lots,  as  the  Alliance  may  order.  Prices  in  quantity  less 
than  car  lots,$l,00  per  ton  higher. 

Of  these  it  will  be  observed  that  No.  1.  is  same  as  "N.  C.  Alliance  Of- 
ficial," No.  2.  "Progressive  Farmer," and  No.  3-.  is  a  new  formula.  Chan;.;- 
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ing  manufacturers   may   take   it   necessary   to   change  the  names  of  our 
brands,  as  the  former  company  may  put  the  old  brands  on  the  market. 

For  lack  of  patronage  the  Produce  Exchanges  at  Asheville  and  Raleigh 
have  been  discontinued.  We  still  have  in  Raleigh  a  commission  house 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Agency  to  which  all  classes  of  goods  suitable 
for  our  local  market  may  be  shipped.  Agencies  for  handling  produce  of 
every  description  have  been  established  in  several  of  the  largest  Northern 
cities,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg,  Newark,  Baltimore, 
and  Richmond.  Brethren  are  now  shipping  to  these  points  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Raleigh,  grape  growers,  not  members  of  the  Order,  are  pat- 
ronizing us — they  buy  their  baskets  through  the  Agency.  This  branch 
of  our  business  should  be  developed  into  large  proportions.  With  these 
Agencies  in  successsul  operation  our  brethren  can  depend  less  on  five 
cent  cotton  and  depend  more  on  vegetables,  fruits,  poultry,  eggs,  and  the 
like,  on  which  latter  products  they  can  realize  money  almost  the  year 
round.  • 

I  deem  it  important,  as  your  Business  Agent,  to  call  attention  to  the 
waning  interest  in  co-operation  among  the  brethren  as  evidenced  by  the 
character  of  the  orders  now  coming  through  the  Agency  This  lack  of 
co-operation  sometimes,  all  unintentionally,  gives  rise  to  dissatisfactions, 
as  it  is  impossible  to  contract  as  favorably  for  goods  in  small  as  in  lager 
quantities.  There  should  be  a  general  awakening  on  this  subject.  "In 
union  there  is  strength''  in  business  as  in  other  pursuits. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Agent  the  Alliance  has  now  reached  a  point 
where  its  future  success  depends  largely  upon  manufacturing.  There  is 
need  of  a  variety  of  such  interests  located  at  some  central  point  easily 
accessible  to  all  parts  of  the  State  where  goods  and  commodities  of  every 
class  may  be  exchanged  and  inter-changed,  the  one  for  the  other,  the 
raw  material  for  the  manufactured,  or  the  manufactured  for  the  money, 
supplying  our  necessities  within  the  bounds  of  the  Alliance. 

I  cannot  afford  to  close  this  report  without  reference  to  the  kind  assis- 
tance received  from  Bro.  W.  II.  Worth,  my  predecessor,  since  his  res- 
ignation January  1,  1895,  at  which  time  I  was  placed  by  your  Executive 
Committee  in  his  stead.  On  matters  of  importance  I  have  consulted  him 
as  I  would  a  father  and  he  has  been  ever  ready  to  lend  his  experience 
and  information. 

T.  1VEY. 
August  13,  1805. 

PARTIAL    LIST    OF    OF    ARTICLES    OF    MERCHANDISE,    BY    T.    IV  EY,    STATE 
BUSINESS    AGENT,    NORTH    CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE    ALLIANCE 

AUGUST    1,    1894,  TO    AUGUST    1,    1895,    INCLUSIVELY. 

Bacon Pounds .  .    1,200 

Lard "  1,110 

Barbed  wire "  13,000 

Rice  &  hominy " 1.000 
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Pepper  &  Spice .      Pounds     702 

Tobacco  (plug) "           510 

Tobacco  (Leaf) "           2,371 

Sulphate  blue  stone "           GOO 

Flour  .  .        Barrels      200 

Sugar "           204 

Molasses "           50 

Lime "           35 

Oil "        .   30 

Potatoes  "           50 

Peas Bushels     4« 

Wheat "          115 

Rye "           110 

Oats "           168 

Clover "           130 

Grass  seed " 113 

Coffee Bags       52 

Salt " 416 

Plaster Tons        7 

Cotton  seed  meal "           64 

Alliance  guano "           4,845 

Soda Kegs       400 

Nails "           • 135 

SVKDRIKS 

Sets  harness 7 

Cane  and  cider  mills 22 

Farm  bells 15 

Plows : 50 

Corn  and  cotton  planters 10 

Buggies 6 

Wagons 57 

.Stoves  45 

Sewing  machines 185 

Feed  cutters 15 

Mowers 2 

Rakes 1 

Organs 5 

Road  carts 15 

1 1  arrows 6 

Fruit  jars Dozen    244 

Grape  Baskets 18,650 

MISCF.M.AXEOIS    ARTICLES. 

Plow  lines,  back  bands,  bolts,  shovels,  pitchforks,  paint,  grass  blades, 
scales,  wagon  tire,  axles,  skeins,  window  sash,  doors,  grind-stones,  stove- 
backs,  roofing,  guns,  trace-chains,  single-trees,  baggingand  ties,  medicine, 
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clothing,  shoes,  furniture,  watches  and  clocks,  machine  needles,  tobacco 
lines,  &c. 

Business  Agents  report  referred  to  committee  on  "Bus- 
iness Agency/' 

Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  made  a  verbal  report  as  a  delegate 
to  the  National  Alliance. 

Report  of  Judiciary  Committee  was  made  by  Bro'.  Jno. 

Brady,  Chairman,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  Officers  of  ttie   North  Carolina    Farmers' 
State  Alliance  : 

Your  Judiciary  Committee  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  no  matters 
have  come  before  the  Committee  for   adjudication  during  the  past   year. 
We  congratulate  the  organization  for  its  harmony. 
Respectfully  Submitted, 

JOHN  BRADY,  Chairman. 

Report  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  5,  introduced  by  A.  J.  Cobb,  for  Bertie 
county  Alliance,  referred  to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  6,  introduced  by  Bro.  Morrison  was  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  7,  introduced  by  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  was 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  by  W.  O.  Moore,  of  Nash  count}^,  No  8,  was 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

W.  A.  Graham  introduced  a  plan  of  charter  for  organ- 
ization of  manufacturing  Co.  No.  9. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

On  motion,  9  o'clock  to-night  was  made  special  order 
for  the  election  of  officers. 

The  special  organizers  appointed  by  President  Mew- 
boorne  were  requested  to  make  reports  ;  only  two  were 
present,  brothers  J.  P.  Sossaman  and  W.  T.  Babb,  both 
of  whom  made  short  reports. 

Motion  made  and  carried,  that  each  delegate  shall  make 
a  report  for  his  county,  regarding  shoe  manufactory 
speeches  limited  to  two  minutes.  The  Secretary  called 
the  roll  by  counties  and  the  delegates  responded  in   short 
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talks,  in  regard  to  what  action  had  been  taken  in  their 
counties  about  the  shoe  factory,  how  much  they  would 
raise  etc.,  (This  report  referred  to  Committee  on  manu- 
facturers and  held  for  Executive  Committee.)  About  $2500 
were  pledged  by  the  brethren,  in  all  and  many  of  them 
expressed  opinions  that  much  more  than  they  stated  could 
be  raised. 

Resolution  by  T.  E.  Cutler,  No.  10,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and    By-Laws. 

J.  F.  Hepler  moved  that  a  committee  of  seven  be  ap- 
poointed  to  investigate  Labor  Exchange  No.  11. 

Upon  motion  of  S.  O.  Wilson  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  resolution  put  on  its  passage.      Adopted. 

The  following  were  named  on  Committee  :  J.  L.  Leller, 
T.  T.  Speight,  A.  J.  Cobb,  J.  F.  Westmoreland,  Dr.  Per- 
son, W.  R.  Creech,  A.  D.  K.  Wallace. 

Resolution  No.  12,  by  J.  F.  Harrell,  of  Columbus  Co., 
Referred  to   Committee  on    Demands  and  Resolutions. 

On  motion  J..  T.  B.  Hoover,  the  first  hour  of  the  session 
to-morrow  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  brother  J.  W. 
Demark  to  explain  matters  pertaining  to  the  shoe  factory. 
Carried. 

Committee  on  Publication  made  this  partial  report : 

That  no  member  of  the  order  shall  give  any  part  of  the 
proceedings  to  any  reporter  or  to  any  outsider,  except 
through  committee  on  publication.     Adopted. 

On  motion,  at  5  :4s  o'clock  the  session  adjourned  till  8 
o'clock  to-night. 

NIGHT    SESSION. 

Night  session  commenced  promptly  at  8  o'clock,  Presi- 
dent Mewboorne  in  the  chair. 

It  was  moved  that  the  special  order  for  9  o'clock  be  ta- 
ken up  now,  which  was  carried. 

The  President  announced  the  election  of  officers  and 
that  nominations  for  President  were  in  order. 
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President  Mewboorne  hating  served  the  Constitutional 
limit,  two  years,  was  not  placed  in  nomination  for  Presi- 
dent. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson,  of  Onslow  county,  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  President,  and  was  declared 
elected. 

The  other  officers  elected   were  as  follows  : 

John  Graham, Warren  County Vice  President. 

W.  S.  Barnes.        Wake  "  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,    .  Wilson         "       Lecturer. 

Ur.  V.  N.  Seawell.        .  Moore  "       Steward. 

Rev.  P.  II.  Massey.  .      .Durham      "       Chaplain. 

Geo.  T.Lane Guilford      "       Door  Keeper. 

Jas.  E.  Lyon. .Durham      "       Asst.  Door  Keeper. 

A.  D.  K.  Wallace Rutherford  "        Sergeant  at  Arms. 

T.  Ivey Wake  "       Business  Agent. 

N.  C.  English Randolph  "       .      .     Executive     Committee,     in 

place  of  J.  J.  Long  Dec'd. 

Jas.  M.  Mewboorne,  of  Lenoir  ounty,  elected  Executive  Committeeman 
tor  the  long  term,  in  place  of  Marion  Butler,  whose  time  expires  at  this 
session. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  of  Wayne  county,  elected  delegate  to  National  Alli- 
ance, J.  W.  Denmark  his  alternate. 

The  election  of  officers  being-  over,  Bro.  A.  F.  Hileman 
gave  the  Alliance  a  talk  upon  the  Business  Agency. 

Upon  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

MORNING  SESSION— Second  Day. 

The  session  was  called  to  order  promptly  by  President 
Mewboorne  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Prayer  by  Chaplain,  Rev.  T.  T.  Speight. 

Secretary  read  the  Minutes  of  Tuesday,  Aug.  13,  first 
da}''s  session  which  were  approved. 

Brother  R.  H.  W.  Barker,  from  Lincoln  county,  by 
motion  of  brother  Graham,  was  made  delegate  in  his  stead, 
Bro    Barker  was  the  alternate  from  his  county. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Dalby  was,  upon  motion,  seated  as  delegate 
from  Granville. 
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Upon  motion,  8:30  o'clock  to-night  was  made  special 
order  for  installation  of  officers. 

Motion  made  that  at  adjournment  for  dinner  we  adjourn 
t«  meet  at  3  o'clock,  p.  m.     Carried. 

Resolutions  by  H.  E.  King,  Nos.  13,  14  and  15,  refer- 
red to  Committee'on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  16,  in  reference  to  death  of  J.  J.  Long, 
placed  on  calendar. 

Resolution  No.  17,  by  Z.  T.  Kivett,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  18,  by  B.  F  McGregor,  referred  to 
Committee  on  publication. 

Resolution  No.  19,  by  B.  F.  McGregor,  placed  on 
calendar. 

The  hour  having  arrived  for  special  order  of  business, 
Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  stated  to  the  Alliance  facts  and 
figures  in  regard  to  Manufacturing  shoes. 

A.  F.  Hileman  makes  his  report  for  Executive  Com- 
mittee, Bro.  Butler,  the  Chairman,  not  being  present, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  urtmrex  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers' 
State  Alliance  : 

As  a  member  of  your  State  Executive  Committee  I  desire  to  report  to 
your  honorable  body,  that  I  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  find  them  correct;  and  for  further  information  as  to  the 
financial  condition  of  the  organization.  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to 
report  of  your  worthy  Secretary-Treasurer. 

I  have  also  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  State  Business 
Agent  and  find  them  correct  and  neatly  kept.  1  desire  to  say  that  your 
Business  Agency  is  not  in  as  good  condition  as  I  would  like  to  have  it. 
Your  Committee  have  tried  to  keep  expenses  in  due  bounds  and  to  im- 
prove the  business  of  the  Agency,  but  the  present  ••financial  depression" 
and  various  other  causes  have  well  nigh  thwarted  all  of  ->ur  efforts  in  this 
direction. 

Your  worthy  Business  Agent,  Bro.  Ivey,  lias  tried  hard  to  build  up  the 
business,  and  I  think  has  succeeded  in  devising  a  satisfactory  plan,  by 
which  the  Alliance  brethren  can  obtain  t heir  fertilizers  on  very  favor- 
able terms.  I  hope  the  Alliance  brethren  will  use  the  Agency  more, 
and  that  this,  the  strong  "right  arm"  of  the  Alliance  may  soon  become 
of  great  benefit  to  the  organization   in   pulling  down  the  strong  holds  of 
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Plutocracy  and  Corporate  greed  which  is  fast  devouring  the  hard  earned 
substances  of  our  people. 

The  Committee  have  also  examined  the  books  of  your  worthy  Trustee 
of  the  Business  Agency  Fund  and  finds  them  correct.  Your  fund  is  well 
guarded  and  faithfully  protected.  '.'The  winds  may  rage  and  the  billows 
roll"  and  ''political  cyclones"  may  sweep  our  grand  old  State  and  nation 
and  when  calm  and  quietness  again  settles  down  upon  the  earth,  vim 
will  find  your  funds  in  the  hands  of  Bro.  Graham,  unharmed.  Brethren, 
you  need  not  give  yourselves  any  uneasiness  about  the  Business  Agency 
Fund.  For  an  itimized  statement  of  the  fund  and  how  it  is  invested,  I  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  the  Trustee.  1  cannot  close  report  without  referring 
to  an  act  of  Divine  Providence  which  brought  sadness  and  sorrow  to  me. 
I  refer  to  the  death  of  my  Brother  Committeeman,  lion.  J.  J.  Long.  In 
the  death  of  Brother  Long,  the  Alliance  has  lost  a  faithful  officer,  a  chris- 
tian gentleman  and  a  true  Allianceman.  1  respectfully  request  that  our 
Brother  President  -appoint  a  Committee  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  in 
regard  to  his  death. 

Respectfully   submitted. 

A.  F.  HILEMAN,  Member  Ex-Com. 

Report  received  and  adopted,  and  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  President  Mewboorne  to  draft  Resolutions  in 
regard  to  Bro.  J.  J.  Long,  The  following  named  breth- 
ren were  placed  on  Committee,  A.  F.  Hileman,  Chair- 
man. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  on 
No.  5,  as  to  salaries,  &c,  recommend  it  do  not  pass.  Tabled. 

Partial  report  of  Committee  on  Insurance  and  relief, 
read  and  placed  on  calendar. 

Resolutions  No.  21,  referred  to  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution and  By-Law^. 

Moved  and  carried  that  resolution  No.  19,  be  taken 
from  calendar  and  amended  by  changing  5  to  4  o'clock 
and  which  reads  as  follows  :  That  the  President  be  reques- 
ted to  exemplify  the  secret  work  and  that  it  be  made 
special  order  for  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Committee  on  Manufacturing  reported  resolution  6. 
which  was  placed  on  calendar. 

Resolution  No.  3,  was  adopted  as  follows:  "Change 
name  of  Cross  Creek  Sub-Alliance  in  Cumberland  county 
to  McLean. 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  was  read 
by  its  Chairman,  Bro.  Wilson,  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

To  the  North  Carolina    Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

Your  Comrriitte  on  Business  Agency  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report : 

Referring  to  the  report  of  the  State  Business  Agent,  we  beg  to  say  we 
think  that  notwithstanding  the  causes  of  depression  in  business  enumera- 
ted by  him,  we  think  that  had  the  brotherhood  realized  the  importance 
of  that  Agency  to  the  general  prospering  of  the  organizations,  a  much 
better  showing  would  have  been  made 

Every  well  informed  Allianceman  knows  that  the  department  of  our 
work  has  been,  since  its  establishment,  the  central  figure  of  our  work, 
and  one  of  the  prime  causes  of  our  success.  The  future  work  of  the  Alli- 
ance depends  largely  on  the  degree  of  patronage  bestowed  upon  this  de- 
partment. 

Referring  to  the  fertilizer  trade,  we  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  great 
savings  on  this  line. 

When  the  first  fertilizer  contracts  were  made,  the  price  was  very  much 
lower  than  the  prices  charged- by  dealers  and  agents  probably  an  average 
of  $5.00  per  ton  throughout  the  State.  This  had  to  be  met  by  dealers 
or  they  had  to  go  out  of  business.  The  result  was,  they  met  it  by  sub- 
terfuge, misrepresentation  and  lowering  of  prices,  till  now  nearly  the 
whole  farming  population  of  the  State  have,  by  its  work,  annually  been 
benefited  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  another  cut  has  to  be  made  by  the  Alliance 
or  we  must  go  out  of  the  trade.  This  the  agent  realizes  and  has  fortu- 
nately met  the  issue.  We  congratulate  the  organization  on  this  consum- 
mation. 

Your  Committee  would  urge  upon  the  brethren  the  supreme  impor- 
tance of  keeping  up  their  trade  arrangement  through  the  Sub-Alliance's 
and  State  Agency.  We  know  that  every  intelligent  dealer  sees  the  im- 
portance of  destroying  our  agency,  and  it  is  a  poor  Allianceman  or  sub- 
alliance  who  allow  him  or  them  to  thus  be  used. 

When  a  dealer  knows  the  prices  of  the  Agency  (which  are  always  rea- 
sonable and  legitimate,)  he  cuts  them  regardless  of  profit  so  as  to  pre- 
vent our  supporting  our  own  business.  It  will  not  do  to  let  this  thing 
go  too  far,  or  else  we  will  find  that  for  want  of  support  we  will  be  forced 
to  suspend  it,  and  we  will  find  ourselves  once  more  without  the  means  of 
keeping  posted  as  to  prices  and  again  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  middle  man. 

We  hope  and  believe,  that  with  the  renewed  interest  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  brotherhood,  the  wise  and  conservative  management  of  the  Agent 
and  Executive  Committee,  another  year  will  show  in  spite  of  hard  times, 
an  increase  in  our  trade  with  the  Agency. 
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We  know  the  loyalty  of  the  organization  of  to-day,  and  believe  that 
with  the  proper  efforts  of  the  delegates  in  attendance  at  this  meeting, 
when  they  return  to  their  counties,  renewed  success  will  crown  our  ef- 
forts. 

Fraternally. 

A.  J.  COBB, 

D.  B.    BENNETT, 

J.  P.  MORRISON, 

S.  OTIIO   WILSON, 

A.  D.    K.    WALLACE, 

JNO.  E.   JONES, 

J.    H.  QUINN, 

D.  C.  HARRINGTON. 

Resolution  by  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  No.  22,  was  referred 
to  Committee  on  Good  of  the  Order. 

Resolution  No.  23  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 
Resolved,  That  Pleasant  Hill  and  Concord  Alliances  be  consolidated, 
and  be  called  Peacock  Alliance,  No.  73. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Plan  of  Relief  was  as  follows  : 
That   the    Plan   of    Relief  on  pages  32    and  33  of  the  constitution  of 
1894  be  amended  as  follows  : 

ARTICLE    XII. 
Plan  of  Relief  for   County  Officers. 

Section  1.  This  plan  shall  be  known  as  the  Property  Relief  Associa- 
tion of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers  Alliance,  and  every  member  of  the 
Farmers  Alliance  in  good  standing  may  become  a  beneficiary  of  this  re- 
lief association,  provided  a  majority  of  his  Sub-Alliances  shall  endorse 
and  conform  to  these  requirements,  and  make  application  for  enrollment 
on  the  books  to  be  kept  by  the  county  Secretary. 

Sec.  2.  Each  Sub-Alliance  ratifying  this  plan  shall  furnish  its  Secre- 
tary, to  be  immediately  forwarded  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter  to  the 
county  Secretary,  the  sum  of  ten  cents  quarterly,  for  each  male  mem- 
ber in  good  standing;  said  ten  cents  to  be  taken  from  the  treasury  of  said 
Sub- Alliance. 

Sec.  3.  The  Committee  on  the  good  of  the  Order  of  each  Sub-Alliance 
that  has  ratified  this  plan  and  has  .sent  in  the  dues,  upon  notice  by  any 
member  that  a  brother  or  sister  in  the  Sub-Alliance  needs  assistance  from 
loss  sustained  shall  investigate  the  circumstances  of  said  loss,  and  if  upon 
investigation  it  is  found  that  the  loss  occurred  without  negligence  or  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  brother,  and  that  they  believe  this  brother  to 
be  in  such  circumstances  that  aid  should  be  given  him,  the  Committee 
shall  lay  the  matter  before  their  Sub-Alliance,  and  if  approved  by  the 
Sub- Alliance  then  they  are  to  make  a  sworn  statement  before  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  stating  time  of  loss,   circumstances  attending  it,  that   the  bro- 
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ther  is  in  actual  need  of  assistance  and  state  how  much  loss,  and    forward 
to  the  Countv  Secretary. 

Sec.  4.  The  County  Secretary  Treasurer,  on  receipt  of  such  statement 
named  in  section  three  shall  forward  50  per  cent  of  the  amount  estima- 
ted in  said  statement  to  said  beneficiary  of  any  money  or  moneys  in  hand 
belonging  to  said  fund  at  end  of  quarter.  If  not  enough  to  pay  in  full » 
then  each  quarter's  dues  must  be^divided  pro  rata  as  per  amount  of  losses. 
Sec.  5.  Any  Sub-Alliance  failing  to  pay  the  ten  cents'perj  capita  can- 
not expect  assistance,  nor  will  theyjreceivc  it  from  this  association.  The 
dues  must  be  paid  at  the  beginning  of  the'quarter  and  before^loss  occurs, 
as  no  loss  will  be  paid  which  occurs  before  the  dues  are  sent  to  the 
County  Secretary. 

Sec.  6.  When  any  loss  sustained  is  coyered  in  whole  or  in  part  by  in- 
surance or  other  method,  no  part  of  it  shall  be  paid  by  this  association, 
and  not  over  fifty  dollars  shall  be  paid  on  any  loss;  provided  also  no  loss 
caused  by  gross  negligence  shall  be  paid. 

Sec.  7.  The  management  of  this  Association  shall  be  under  the   super- 
vision of  the  President,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee  of 
the  County   Alliance,   who  shall    make  all    necessary   arrangements  not 
herein  provided  for  in  securing   the   safety  of   the  fund   and  the  full  ac- 
complishment, as  near  as  possible,  of  the  object  herein  set  forth. 
Committees  report  of  Insurance  is  as  follows  : 
We  recommend  that  the  [National   Alliance  Aid  be  endorsed   by    this 
State  Alliance,  and  that  the  management  of  the  Aid  for    North    Carolina 
be  placed  under  thejsupervision'of   State"  Secretary  as  State   organizer. 
and  that  the  fees  arising  therefrom  be  put  in  the    Treasury    of  the    State 
Alliance  for  re-organization  of  the  Alliance  etc. 
Recommendation  of  Committee  adopted. 
Resolution  Xo.  7,  taken  from  the  Calendar  and  read,  and  upon  motion 
was  tabled. 

Resolution  Xo.  1  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  l>v- 
I  -aws. 

Resolution  Xo.  24,  introduced  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion on  By-Laws. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Labor  Exchange  read  and 
adopted,  and  reads  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Labor  Exchange  would  respectfully  report :  That 
while  it  may  be  impracticable  to  build  and  equip  a  shoe  manufactory  on 
this  system  at  this  time,  yet  when  a'factory  has  been  started,  we  believe 
thai  it  will  be  practicable  to  run  and  operate  the  same  on  this  system,  to 
at  least  a  great  extent.  We  recommend  to  Alliancemen  a  thorough  study 
of  the  Labor  Exchange  system. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  the  seating  of 
57  delegates  up  to  this  time. 

Bro.  Graham  asks  that  the  Committee  on    Manufactur- 
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ing  be  excused   from   attending  this    evening's    session  so 
they  may  be  able  to  complete  their  work.     Granted. 
Session  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Evening  Session. 

The  President  called  the  Alliance  to  order  at  3  o'clock, 
]).   m. 

Resolution  No.  25  introduced  and  read,  and  by  moticn 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolution  No.  22  tabled. 

Per  recommendation  of  Committee  on  good  of  the  order 
the  Trustees  report  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  4,  requesting  a  lecturer  to  be  sent  into 
Stanly  county,  reported  by  committee  on  good  of  order, 
with  this  recommendation  which  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

We  recommend  that  a  lecturer  be  furnished  the  brethren  of  Stanly 
county  as  soon  as  the  Executive  Committee  find  it  in  their  power  to  do  so. 

Resolution  No.  10  was  taken  from  calendar  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  table,  lost,  43  noes,  11  ayes.  On  motion 
die  resolution  was  referred  to  committee  on  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

The  President  exemplified  the  secret  work,  it  being  the 
special  order  for  this  hour. 

On  motion,  a  recess  was  taken  until  8  o'clook  to-night. 

Night  Session. 

President  Mewboorne  called  the  Alliance  to  order  at  8 
o'clock  as  per  adjournment. 

Motion  that  time  for  the  installation!  of  officers  be 
changed  :  motion  tabled. 

Communication  from  Warren  count}-  referred  to  Exec- 
utive Committee,  after  being  read  upon  motion. 

Report  from  Relief  and  Insurance  Committee  which 
was  adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 

Widows  axd  Orphans  Relief  Association — Article. 
Section  1.  This  plan  shall  be  known  as  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Re- 
lief Association  of  the  Farmers'   State  Alliance  of   North   Carolina,  and 
any  member  of  the  Alliance  male   and   female,  in   good   standing,   mav 
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become  a  member  of  this  Association  by  paying  at  the  beginning  of  each 
quarter,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents,  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
State  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Sec.  2.  Any  member  paying  his  quarterage  shall  be  a  beneficiary  for 
that  quarter  only,  but  any  member  failing  to  pay  for  any  quarter  or  quar- 
ter^, is  debarred  from  any  benefits  for  that  quarter  only  in  which  he 
failed  to  pay  these  dues.  Any  member  can  and  will  be  reinstated  by  pay- 
ing his  or  her  quarterly  dues  for  each  and  every  quarter  in  advance. 

Sec.  3.  The  amount  of  benefits  paid  to  the  family  of  any  beneficiary 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  but  if  funds  received  for  any  quar- 
ter will  not  pay  the  full  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  funds  in  hand 
shall  be  divided  pro  rata  among  the  death  losses. 

Sec.  4.  That  upon  the  death  of  any  member  of  this  Association,  the 
Committee  on  Good  of  the  Order  of  his  Sub  Alliance  shall  make  to  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  State  Alliance  a  sworn  statement,  before  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  upon  blanks  to  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  State  Alliance,  setting  forth  the  time,  place,  cause  of  death  and  to 
whom  money  should  be  paid. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary-Treasurer,  on  receipt  of  such  statement  named 
in  section  4,  shall  forward  to  the  family  of  said  beneficiary  one  hundred 
dollars,  or  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  funds  in  hand  at  the  end  of  that 
quarter. 

Sec.  G.  If  any  surplus  funds  are  on  hand  on  the  first  day  of  January  of 
any  year,  these  funds  must  be  divided  so  as  to  equalize,  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, the  payments  of  all  losses  that  occurrd  in  preceeding  year  or  years : 
Pr.ovided,  ho-vrvrr,  those  receiving  one  hundred  dollars  are  not  entitled 
to  any  of  the  surplus. 

J.  H.  QJJINN,  Ch'rn. 

Resolution  No.  8,  taken  from  the  calendar,  and  upon 
motion  was  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  17  from  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  reported,  read,  and  on  motion  tabled. 

Amendment  to  No.  3,  reported  by  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws.    Adopted,  and  is  follows: 

Amend  article  7,  sec.  1.  Add  to  section  "In  case  of  vacancy  on  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  until  a 
meeting  of  the  State  Alliance,  which  shall  elect  to  fill  vacancy. 

Resolution  No.  21,  adopted  as  follows: 

Amend  article  4,  section  3.  After  the  word  quarter  in  7th  line,  add 
"Hut  if  no  county  organization,  then  the  Sub-Alliance  shall  forward  to 
State  Secretary  the  amount  of  fees  and  dues  that  ho  would  send  to  the 
County  Secretary." 

Resolution  14,  15  and  2  were  taken  up  and  read,  and 
upon   motion,  tabled. 
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Resolution  5,  in  regard  to  reduction  of  salaries,  tabled. 

Special  hour  for  installation  of  officers  having  arrived, 
President  Mewboorne,  with  the  assistance  of  II.  E.  King, 
Sergeant-at-Arms  pro  tern,  proceeded  to  install  the  officers. 

The  new  officers  having  taken  their  places  as  officers  of 
the  State  Alliance,  President  Thompson  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent Graham  were  called  upon  for  speeches.  These  breth- 
ren delivered  short,  pithy  addresses  of  thanks  and  appre- 
ciation to  the  State  Alliance. 

Upon  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  were  given  Bro.  Mew- 
boorne for  his  impartial  rulings  and  work  for  the  order 
during  his  administration  just  closed.  Bro.  Mewboorne 
replied  in  a  short  address  with  much  feeling. 

Amendments  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  to  resolution  No.  10  were  adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  was  made.  Re- 
port adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 

Plan  of  Organization  of  Shoe  Factory. 

By  authority  of  the  charter  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North 
Carolina,  chapter  — ,  section  10,  Laws  of  North  Carolina,  18S9,  Thaddeus 
Ivey,  W.  S.  Barnes,  J.  W.  Denmark,  Cyrus  Thompson,  W.  II.  Worth, 
John  Graham,  A.  D.  K.  AV'allace,  Sandy  Creek  Alliance,  No.  253,  \Tance 
county,  N.  C,  and  such  County  Alliances,  Sub  Alliances  and  other  indi- 
viduals as  may  become  associated  with  them  for  the  purpose  herein  set 
forth,  are  incorporated  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  Manufacturing  Company. 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  said  corporation  shall  be  to  manufacture  shoes, 
cloth,  yarns,  hats,  clothing,  meal,  flour,  wagons  and  farming  implements, 
to  tan  leather,  gin  cotton,  or  carry  on  any  other  branch  of  manufacturing 
or  business,  as  allowed  in  the  State  Alliance  charter. 

Sec.  3.  The  capital  stock  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  live  thousand 
dollars  (.$5,000)  nor  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000),  and  when 
rive  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  paid  in  the  company  shall  organize 
and  begin  business.  All  payments  shall  be  paid  to  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  when  five  thou- 
sand dollars  is  received,  he  shall  notify  the  stockholders  and  call  a  meet- 
ing for  organization. 

Sec.  4.  The  capital  stock  shall  consist  of  whole  shares  of  stock  of  five 
dollars  each,  half  shares  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each.  A  certificate 
in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  directors,  shall  be  given  each 
stockholder,  and  each  whole  share  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  each 
fractional  share  shall  be   entitled  to  its  proportional  part  of  one  vote. 
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Srcc.  5.  No  member  shall  lie  liable  for  any  indebtedness  of  said  com- 
pany, save  the  stock  he  pays  in. 

Sec.  6.  Stock  shall  be  transferable,  as  provided  by  the  company  direc- 
tors. All  stock  shall  always  be  held  by  Alliances,  or  members  of  Alli- 
ances. 

Sec.  7.  The  company  shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  directors,  con- 
sisting of  the  Business  Agent  and  the  three  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  three 
other  directors  who  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  stockholders  of  the 
company.  * 

Sec.  S.  The  State  Business  Agent  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers' 
State  Alliance  shall  be  ex-officio  President  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  same  shall  be  ex-officio  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  company,  and  the  Directors  shall  elect  a  Superintendent 
and  other  employees,  and  fix  their  compensation ;  and  shall  have  power 
10  buy  or  rent  or  lease  property,  and  do  all  other  things  necessary  to  ex- 
ecute the  objects  of  this  company,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  after  organ- 
izing, shall  commence  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  shoes,  to  be  followed 
by  the  manufacture  of  other  articles,  or  engage  in  such  other  business 
as  the  stockholders  may  direct. 

Sec.  9.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  shall  be  at  the  same 
time  and  place  as  that  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  10.  The  Directors  shall  provide  regulations  whereby  stockholders 
of  the  company  may  receive  the  products  of  the  company  on  better 
terms  than  those  who  contribute  nothing. 

Sec.   11.  The  place  of  business  shall  be  at . 

Sec.  \2.  The  three  Directors  elected  by  the  stockholders  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  compensation  while  attending  to  their  duties,  as  may  be 
allowed  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  earnings  of  the  company,  by  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, on  approval  of  the  President. 

Sec.  13.  The  corporation  shall  continue  for  a  period  of  thirty  years, 
unless  sooner  dissolved. 

Sec.  14.  The  stockholders  shall  have  power  to  make  and  adopt  rides 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  this  body,  not  inconsistent  with 
the  foregoing  declarations. 

Sec.  15.  The  directors  shall  submit  a  report  in  writing  of  their  doings, 
and  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  to  the  stockholders  at 
their  annual  meeting,  and  likewise  to  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance  at  its  annual  session. 

Resolution  K.  adopted  as  follows  : 

/icsolvcd.  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  Alliance  hereby  approves 
the  proposed  charter  of  the  N.  C.  F,  A.  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
authorizes  and  directs  the  State  Business  Agent,  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  assume  the  offices  and  perform 
the  duties  therein  provided  for  them  when  said  company  is  organized. 
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Resolution  I),  was  adopted  by  suspension  of  rules,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

WHEREAS,  The  iProgressive  Farmer  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  been  a 
fearless,  ever  watchful,  faithful  anil  unterriticd  champion  of  the  Farmer.-' 
Alliance  and  defender  of  the  people's  rights  and  liberties;  and 

WHEREAS,  considering  the  quantity  and  quality  of  matter  contained 
and  the  cost  of  its  preparation.  The  Progressive  Farmer  is  better  and  as 
cheap  for  Alliancemen  as  any  other  paper;  therefore 

Resolved,  that  we  the  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  do  cheerfully 
re-indorse  and  adopt  The  Progressive  Farmer  as  the  official  organ  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina. 

Resolved,  further,  that  we,  the  members  of  this  body,  do  each  pledge 
his  personal  eil'orts  to  increase  the  subscription  list  of  the  paper  and  en- 
deavor to  place  the  same  in  every  home  possible  in  our  respective  conn* 
ties. 

Secretary  is  ordered  to  make  corrections  in  proceed- 
ings before  being  published. 

Resolution  "G"   adopted  as  follows: 

"The  President  and  Executive  Committee  are  directed  to  reduce  the 
charter  adopted  for  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  Manu- 
facturing Company  to  proper  legal  form  preserving  the  spirit  of  the 
matter  and  to  take  out  incorporation  papers.'' 

Reports  of  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer  adopted  : 

Resolution  "IT1  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved  by  the  Farmers  N.  C.  State  Alliance,  that  Bro.  Barnes,  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, be  instructed  to  publish  in  The  Progressive  Farmer 
and  the  Caucasian  the  present  status  of  the  shoe  factory,  and  ask  for  im- 
mediate contributions  to  that  enterprise,  and 

Resolved  further,  that  Bro.  Barnes  be  authorized  to  refund  such  con* 
tributions  as  may  be  demanded  by  the  contributors." 

Resolutions  in  regard  to  Bro.  J.  J.  Long,  deceased,  re- 
ported by  Committee  and  is  as  follows  : 

IX     MEMORY    OF    ISRO.      EONG. 

Bro.  President  <///</  Brethren  : 

Your  special  committee  appointed  to  draw  suitable  resolutions  in  re- 
gard to  the  death  of  Bro.  J.  J.  Long,  a  member  of  our  State  Alliance  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  do  respectfully  report  the  following  as  expressing  in 
a  feeble  way  our  high  appreciation  of  the  many  virtues  of  our  deceased 
brother: 

Whereas,  Our  heavenly  Father  has,  for  an  all-wise  purpose,  unseen 
by  us,  removed  from  the  toils  of  earth  to  the  rest  of  heaven,  our  brother 
and  counselor,  John  J.  Long;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Bro.  Long,  the  Alliance  has  lost  one  of  its 
truest  friends  and  warmest  supporters,  the  church  one  of  its  most  zealous 
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members,  and  the  State  one  of  its  most  patriotic  citizens;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  while  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  we  feel  our  hearts  saddened  by  the  death  of  our  brother, 
and  realize  that  our  loss  is  great  indeed.  But  while  we  miss  his  pres- 
ence among  us  to-day,  we  believe  that  his  spirit  hovers  over  us,  and 
though  he  be  dead,  his  works  do  live  after  him. 

2.  That  this  token  of  our  love  and  esteem  be  printed  in  our  Minutes, 
and  a  marked  copy  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sub  Alliance  of  our 
deceased  brother,  and  published  in  the  Progressive  Farmer. 

Resolution  of  Bro.  Jno.  Graham,  marked  "A1'  was 
read  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved  That  the  President  of  the  State  Alliance  appoint  a  committee 
to  investigate  what  steps  are  necessary  to  enjoin  the  directors  ot  the  N. 
C.'R.  R.  from  consumating  the  contemplated  lease  of  that  road,  and  the 
probable  expense  of  the  same,  and  to  take  up  a  subscription  at  once  among 
the  brethren  here  present  to  pay  the  same  and  if  deemed  advisable  to 
take  legal  action. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  brethren  to  con- 
fer with  Bro.  Graham  upon  his  resolution,  namely:  J.  T. 
B.  Hoover,  W.  A.  Graham,  E.  A.  Moye,  J.  M.  Mew- 
boorne.  Upon  motion  of  the  President,  Bro.  Cyrus 
Thompson  was  added  to  the  Committee. 

Female  dues  were  made  special  order  first  for  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Upon  motion,  McGregor  Alliance  was  changed  to  Mc- 
Clellan. 

Night  session  adjourned  till  8  130  to-morrow  morning. 

MORNING  SESSION— Third  Day. 

The  session  was  called  to  order  by  President  Cyrus 
Thompson  promptly  at  8:30,  a.  m. 

Special  order  taken  up.  W.  S.  Barnes  introduced  a  res- 
olution which  was  amended  by  Bro.  Ward,  and  upon  mo- 
tion the  amendment  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved  That  article  4  section  2  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  word  "shall"  in  line  3  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "may  at 
their  own  election"  and  by  striking  out  lines  10  and  11  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  "such  females  as  may  elect  to  pay  dues  shall  be  entitled  to 
representation  as  males." 

Under  suspension  of  rules  resolution  "E"  by  A.  D.  K. 
Wallace  was  read,  and  on  motion  adopted  as  follows: 
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Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  ascertain 
and  report  in  writing  as  early  as  possible  during  this  session,  the  besl 
terms  upon  which  the  property  in  Cary  in  which  it  is  contemplated  loca- 
ting the  shoe  factory,  etc.,  can  be  procured,  also  reporting  other  matters 
pertaining  thereto  which  said  committee  may  deem  advisable  with  rec- 
ommendation." 

Resolution  No.  6  was  amended  by  Bro.  Graham  (W. 
A.,)  which  amendment  was  accepted,  and  the  resolution 
as  amended  adopted  as  follows  : 

"Cabarrus  county  Alliance  feeling  the  importance  of  establishing  a 
shoe  factory  respectfully  suggest  to  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance 
that  the  said  State  Alliance  ask  the  President  of  each  County  Alliance  lo 
appoint  a  good  and  discreet  man  of  his  county  to  canvass  his  county  for 
the  purpose  of  arousing  interest  in,  and  collecting  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  shoe  factory  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance, and  they  ask  further,  that  all  County  Alliance  Presidents,  and  in 
case  there  be  no  County  Alliance  President,  that  then  the  President  of 
every  Subordinate  Alliance  in  good  standing,  be  empowered  to  act  as 
county  organizer  himself,  or  appoint  a  discreet  Allianceman  as  organi- 
zer who  shall  receive  as  compensation  the  dues  collected  at  re-organiza- 
tion."' 

The  President  announced  the  following  names  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Judiciary  Committee  for.  the  year  .-John  Brady, 
Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell  and  T.  J.  Candler.  Amotion  to  adjourn 
for  speaking  at  10:30  a.  m.,  was  adopted. 

Resolution  offered  asking  that  the  charters  be  issued  to 
Mar}r  Ann  Alliance  of  Charlotte,  also  one  formed  in  Con- 
cord, amendment  offered  adding  Washington,  and  resolu- 
tion  on  motion  were  tabled. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  mayor 
J.  C.  Angier,  of  Cary,  through  Bro.  Ivey,  who  read  it  to 
this  body,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Cary,  N.  C  ,  Aug.   14,  1S95. 
'' ZV?  the    Honorable    President  and  Delegates    of  the    North    Carolina 
Farmers"  State  Alliance,  in  Convention  Assembled : 

"I, as  mayor  of  the  town  of  Cary,  at  the  request  of  many  of  our  cit- 
izens, desire  to  express  our  appreciotion  of  the  manner  in  which  your 
members  have  deported  themselves  while  in  our  midst,  and  of  the  most 
favorable  impressions  made  while  here ;  and  to  assure  you  of  the  warm 
feelings  which  we  have  for  you  as  an  organization.  And  fully  realizing 
that  your  mission  is  not  fully  and  completely  accomplished,  we  trust  and 
believe  that  you  will  have  a  most  wholesome  influence  in  shaping  the  des 
tiny  of  North  Carolina  in  the  future.  Therefore  be  it 
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h\so/vcd.  i.  That  we  extend  to  the  Nortli  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Al- 
liance, in  convention  now  assembled  in  our  town,  our  most  heartfelt  grat- 
itude and  profound  appreciation  of  your  meeting  in  annual  session  in 
Gary. 

2.  That  many  mutual  ties  of  friendship  have  been  formed  which  we 
hope  will  never  be  rendered  asunder,  and  that  you  will  find  it  conveni- 
ent to  come  this  way  again. 

3.  That  we  most  earnestly  invite,  and  hope  that  you  will,  in  the  near 
future,  establish  whatever  manufacturing  arid  industrial  enterprises  you 
may  contemplate,  in  the  town  of  Cary.  And  we  also  hope  that  you  will 
make  this  your  headquarters,  and  move  your  main  offices  here  in  our 
town. 

Wishing  you  Godspeed  for  all  your  righteous  undertakings,  and  may 
your  number  increase  until  you  have  enrolled  as  members  every  farmer, 
and  every  man  and  every  woman  in  North  Carolina  who  desires  the  best 
welfare  of  the  whole  ofjnankind. 

Respectfully  and  gratefully. 

JONATHAN  C.  ANGIER, 

Mayor  of  the  town  of  Cary,  N.  C. 

The  State  Alliance  ordered  the  Secretary  to  return 
many  thanks  through  mayor  Angier  to  the  citizens  of  the 
town  for  the  kind  words  and  sentiments  expressed  in  their 
communication  to  this  body  through  him. 

Resolution  by  R.  W.  Sossaman  was  read  and  adopted 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  section  of  the"_Constitution  permitting  a  Sub  Alli- 
ance in  the  city  of  Raleigh  be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

(The  lodges  formed  will  have  to  be  moved  outside  of  the  city  limits  or 
charters  will  be  revoked  when  issued.) 

^Resolution  thanking  Dr.  Thompson  as  to  his  faithful 
performance  of  his  duty  as  lecturer,  was  adopted  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks'of  the  State  Alliance  be  and  is  hereby  ten- 
dered our  former  Lecturer,  Dr.  C.  Thompson,  for  the  very  efficient  and 
able  manner  in  which  he  has'discharged  his  duties  during  his  term  of 
office. 

Dr.  Thompson  acknowledged  this  thanks  for  the  kind 
expression  of  the  State'AUiance  etc..  in  a  few  short,  poin- 
ted remarks. 

Committe  on  N.  C.  R.  R.  submitted  'the  following  re- 
port which  was  adopted  unamimously,  viz: 

WHEREAS,  there  are  reasons  to  believe  that  the  directors  of  the  NoVth 
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Carolina  Raliroad  arc  seriously  considering  the  advisability  of  leastng  the 
said  road  for  a  long  period  of  time;  and 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  body  no  greater  calamity  could  be- 
fall our  beloved  State  than  to  put  this,  with  one  exception,  the  only  rail- 
road of  any  importance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  its  its  original  stock- 
holders, under  the  control  of  a  foreign  corporation  ;  and 

Whereas,  there  yet  remains  six  years  before  the  expiration  of  tin- 
present  lease,  giving  ample  time  for  the  submission  of  this  great  question 
10  the  people  of  North  Carolina  for  their  decision  at  the  ballot  box. 
Now,  be  it 

Resolved^  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  assembled 
at  Cary,  that  we  protest  against  any  lease  of  this  road  before  its  submis- 
sion to  the  people  of  North  Carolina  as  unwise,  inexpedient,  and  an  out- 
rage upon  the  rights  of  freemen. 

Resolved  ;.\  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina,  and  to  the  President  of  the  North  Corolina 
Railroad,  both  of  whom  were  formerly  the  honored  heads  of  this  Order, 
and  to  the  Hon.  Chas.  D.  Mclver,  State  proxy  for  North  Carolina,  and 
who  holds  in  trust  for  the  whole  people  of  North  Carolina  a  majority  of 
the  stock  of  said  road. 

Resolved  3,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Order  are  hereby  tendered  the  The 
Progressive  Farmer,  News  and  Observer,  and  all  other  papers  within  our 
State  who  are  opposing  this  lease,  and  that  they  are  requested  to  publish 
these  resolutions.  , 

C.  THOMPSON. 
JOHN  GRAHAM, 
J.  T.  B.  HOOVER, 
W.  A.  GRAHAM, 
J.   M.  MEWBOORNE, 
E.  A.  MOVE, 

Committee. 

The  above  report  of  Committee  ordered  to  be  published. 

The  Executive  Committee  made  report  under  resolu- 
tion "E"  as  follows : 

That  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  during  this  session  all 
that  is  necessary  in  regard  to  factory  building  and  the 
Committee  ask  for  time.  The  Committee's  report  received 
and  amendment  made  to  have  the  investigation  continued 
hy  Committee. 

The  hour  of  10  130  having  arrived  the  meeting  adjourned 
till  5  o'clock,  p.  m. 
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Afternoon  Session. 

President  Thompson  called  the  session  to  order  promptly 
at  5  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Resolution  "S"  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover  withdrawn  by  per- 
mission. 

Resolution  "R'1  by  J.  A.  Thomas,  adopted  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the   State  Alliance  in   session  at  Cary,  N.  C  do  rein- 
dorse  the  demands  of  the  Alliance  as  adopted  by  the   National    Alliance 
last  winter  at  Raleigh. 

Resolved,  That  these  demands,  not  in  part,  but  in  whole  be  adopted  as 
the  Alliance  demands  of  North  Carolina. 

Resolution  "S"  read  and  adopted  as  follows.bv  a  rising 
vote  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Alliance  be  tendered  to  the  officers 
of  this  Alliance  for  the  past  year  for  their  faithful  services. 

Resolved  further,  That  our  thanks  be  especially  tendered  to  the  effici- 
ent Assistant  Secretary,  who  by  her  presence  has  inspired  the  Alliance  at 
this  meeting  to  nobler,  higher  and  purer  motives. 

Resolution  "T"1  adopted  as  amended  as  follows  : 
Resolved,  That  the    President  and  Executive    Committee  of  the  State 
Farmers'  Alliance  are   hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  Lecturer  for  each 
district,  and  that  they  shall  work  under  supervision  of  the  State  Lecturer. 

Resolution  "W"  made  special  order  for  night  session. 

Session  adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-night. 

Night  Session. 

Alliance  called  to  order  promptly  at  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 
Resolution  "W\!  taken  up,  special  order  and  adopted  as 

follows  : 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  renting  office>  in  Raleigh  is  a  heavy  burden 
upon  the  State  Alliance.  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  are  hereby  instructed  to  buy, 
lease  or  rent  property  in  the  town  of  Cary  or  elsewhere  for  the  benefit  of 
the  .State  Alliance. 

Remarks  were  made  by  delegates  in  regard  to  a  shoe 
factorv,  who  were  not  present  when  previous  remarks 
were  made  by  delegates  at  the  beginning  of  the  session. 

Bertie  county  was  transferred  from  the  ist  Lecture  dis- 
trict to  the  2d.  Upon  motion  Bro.  Barker  made  remarks 
upon  resolution  "V,"  read  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved  By    the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  that  we  ex- 


NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS      STATE    ALLIANCE.  33 

tend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Hunter,  of  this  town,  in  the  loss  of 
her  husband. 

'2.  That  our  Secretary  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Mrs. 
Hunter. 

Resolution  "IV1  road  and  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  railroads  for  reduced  fare  to  and  from  the  Alliance. 

Resolution''!  i"  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  North  Caroline  Farmers'  State  Alli- 
ance are  hereby  tendered  the  Legislature  of  1895  for  repealing  the  ol»: 
noxious  amendments  imposed  upon  our  charter  by  the  Legislature  of  '9#. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  rising   vote. 

Resolved.  That,  the  thanks  of  this  body  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  good  people  of  Cary  for  the  hospitable  manner  in  which" 
they  have  entertained  us  during  our  session,  and  that  we  shall  ever  bear 
in  grateful  remembrance  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  us  officially 
and  individually. 

Remarks  were  made   by  a  number  of  brethren.     Bro. 

Geo.  T.  Lane,  Our  efficient  Door-keeper  spoke  as  follows  : 

Pi 
Mr.  President  and  Brethren  : 

,j  1  wish  to  say  a  few  works.     Whiles 

have  been  your. .Door-keeper  for  three  years,  this  has  been  the  most  pleas- 
ant meeting  I  have  ever  attended,  and  1  am  glad  to  see  the  Alliance  doing 
so  well.  There. is  no  sign  of  its  dying  and  I  do  hope  that  it  will  continue 
to  grow  and  prosper. 

Dear  Brethren,  I  am  more  of  an  Allianceman  to-day  than  ever  before, 
and  I  expect  to  remain  true  to  the  cause  as  long  as  I  live,  and  do  hope- 
that  every  one  of  us  here  will  go  home  and  go  to  work  for  the  order  with 
more  zeal  than  ever  before.  I  wish  to  say  for  those  present  and  those 
who  have  attended,  this  meeting,  and  as  I  said  last  year  in  behalf  of  the 
State  Alliance  at  Greensboro,  that  no  one  has  passed  in  the  door  by  me 
with  the  perfume  of  whiskey  on  his  breath. 

Now  dear  brethren,  if  I  never  shake  hands  with  you  again  on  earth,  I 
hope  to  meet  you,all  in  heaven. 

On  motion  the  Ninth  Annual  Session  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance adjourned  at  it  o'clock  p.  m. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 

North   Carolina    Farmers'   State  Alliance, 

TENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 
August  10,  11  and  12,  1896. 


Hiixsboro,  N.  C,  August  *o,  1896. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  2:30 
o'clock  p.  m.,  August  10,  1896,  by  President  Cyrus  Thomp- 
son. Brothers  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  Sergeaut-at-Arms,  and 
Jas.  E.  Lyon,  Assistant  Door-keeper,  per  instructions  of 
the  President,  proceeded  to  purge  the  house.  This  being 
done,  Brother  P.  H.  Massey,  Chaplain,  led  in  prayer. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  a  Committee  on 
Credentials:  J.  H.  Quinn,  W.  B.  Fleming  and  T.  J.  Old- 
ham. 

A  motion  made  by  W.  A.  Graham,  that  all  papers  should 
be  referred  to  proper  committee,  without  debate,  was 
carried. 

Resolution  No.  1,  introduced  by  W.  A.  Graham  was 
withdrawn  by  permission. 

Resolution  No.  2,  by  A.  J.  Pringle  was  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  : 

Motion  made  by  N.  C.  English  that  when  we  adjourn 
the  evening  session,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  to- 
night.    Carried. 

Committee  on  Credentials  made  a  partial  report.  Bro. 
W.  A.  Graham  moved  that  Bro.  Whitener  from  Burke  be 
seated  as  a  delegate,  which  was  carried. 

A  motion  was  made  that  W.  L.  Henry  be  seated  as  dele- 
gate from  Buncombe  in  place  of  Bro.  T.  J.  Candler  (per 
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request  of  Bro.  Candler),  which  was  adopted.  Bro.  N.  C. 
English  was  seated  as  delegate,  upon  motion,  till  Bro. 
White  regular  delegate  from  Randolph  arrives. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Hileman  was  seated  as  delegate  from  Cabar- 
rus till  Bro.  Barringer,  regular  delegate  arrives,  and  Bro. 
W.  A.  Graham  was  seated  as  delegate  from  Lincoln  county 
till  regular  delegates  arrives. 

Motion  for  adjournment  at  5:30  p.  M.  till  8  o'clock  to- 
night was  passed. 

Night  Session. 

President  Thompson  called  the  Alliance  to  order 
promptly  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  house  was  purged  and  the  roll  called.  Minutes  of 
evening  session  read  and  approved. 

Upon  motion,  the  reports  of  officers  were  made  the 
special  order  for  morning  hour,  August  nth. 

Resolution  No.  3,  introduced  by  M.  L.  Wood,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  4,  introduced  by  A.  J.  Pringle,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  from  Tyrrell  county,  referred  to  Committee 
on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Letter  from  J.  L.  Davidson,  of  Bertie  county,  read  and 
referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

Special  calls  were  made  for  Brothers  J.  T.  B.  Hoover, 
P.  H.  Massey,  J.  P.  Sossaman  and  M.  L.  Wood,  all  of 
whom  responded  in  spirited  talks  on  the  Lecture  System 
of  the  Alliance  and  were  happily  received. 

Committee  011  Credentials  made  a  partial  report,  stating 
there  were  thirty-seven  delegates  seated.  Report  received 
and  committe  continued. 

Bro.  Satterwhite,  of  Vance  count}-,  upon  motion,  was 
seated  as  a  delegate,  also  Rufus  Swain  from  Washington 
county.  Bro.  Lyon,  of  Durham  county,  was  seated  as  dele- 
gate until  regular  delegate  arrived. 


NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS'    STATE    ALLIANCE.  5 

The  President  appointed  the  following-  Committees  : 

Committee  on  Manufacturing — W.  B.  Fleming,  J.  \\T. 
Denmark,  A.  J.  Pringle,  T.  L.  Lowe,  J.  H.  Quinn,  vS.  A. 
Karnhart,  W.  A.  Graham,  L.  E.  Newsom,  Jno.  Brady, 
Joseph  Prevatt  and  P,  F.  Starnes. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws — Dr.  J.  PI  Per- 
son, E.  N.  Robeson,  Pmgene  Cole,  T.  Pi  Cutter,  C.  H- 
Baines,  E.  D.  Thompson,  Watt  Barringer,  W.  R.  King,  Jr., 
David  T.  Britt,  W.  B.  Nixon,  A.  Lowery  and  W.  J.  Wil- 
liams. 

Committee  on  Publication — J.  W.  Denmark,  A.  J.  Dalby, 
Wm.  Strong,  Hill  U.  King,  Jas.  R.  Dove,  J.  P\  Click  and 
D.  C.  Sanders. 

Committee  on  Business  Agency — M.  L.  Wood,  A.  D.  K. 
Wallace,  Jno.  W.  Aldridge,  E  P.  Hanser,  T.  J.  Oldham, 
S.  W.  Satterwhite,  James  E.  Lyon,  Aaron  Fnrr,  Isaac  Jin- 
rette,  Jr.,  T.  J.  Candler  and  P.  H.  Massey. 

Resolution  No.  7,  introduced  by  W.  R.  King,  Jr.,  refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  8,  introduced  by  J.  H.  Quinn,  read  and 
he  asked  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  resolution 
put  upon  immediate  passage.  Carried,  but  resolution  was 
tabled. 

Upon  being  called  upon  the  following  brethren  responded 
in  short  speeches:  S.  Otho  Wilson,  V.  N.  Seawell,  Jno. 
Graham,  W.  A.  Graham,  J.  M.  Mewboorne,  J.  W.  Den- 
mark and  Jno.  Brady. 

Brother  J.  M.  Mewboorne  asked  to  be  excused  from  the 
morning  session  of  August  nth.  He  was  excused.  At 
11:30  o'clock  motion  made  to  adjourn  till  8  o'clock,  August 
nth,  which  was  carried. 

Morning  Session — August  ii. 

The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  8:30 
o'clock  a.  M.,  by  President  Thompson.     Prayer  by  Chap- 
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lain,  Rev.  P.  H.  Massey.  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  August 
ioth,  were  read  by  Secretary,  which  were  approved  and 
ratified  by  the  State  Alliance. 

Special  hour  for  report  of  officeis.  The  President,  Dr. 
Cyrus  Thompson,  delivered  his  address,  which  was  referred 
to  Committee  on  Publication,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  Farjners'  State  Attiauce: 

We  are  met  in  this  our  Tenth  Annual  Session  under  circumstances 
essentially  different  from  those  that  have  surrounded  us  on  former 
occasions.  Our  session  at  Cary  one  year  ago  looked  forward  to  a  per- 
manent location  for  headquarters  and  the  establishment  of  a  Tannery 
and  a  Shoe  Factory.  The  property  we  then  «xamined  and  contemplated 
purchasing  fell  by  legitimate  sale  at  better  price  than  we  could  offer  into 
other  hands,  and  your  Executive  Committee  were  forced  to  seek  suitable 
location  elsewhere.  After  a  very  careful  examination  of  other  places 
and  due  consideration  of  many  favorable  propositions,  they  decided  upon 
the  purchase  of  this  property  and  located  our  headquarters  here.  They 
then  set  forward  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  permit  with  repair 
of  premises,  the  establishment  of  a  tannery  and  the  manufacture  of 
shoes  as  the  work  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 
Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  have  existed  hitherto  among 
brethren,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  a  more  eligible  location  coudl 
hardly  have  been  chosen.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  historic  town  of  Hills- 
boro,  centrally  located  and  conveniently  to  whatever  our  business  may 
require,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  friends  who  desire  our  prosperity  and 
permanence,  and  here  we  are  not  likely  to  suffer  any  unjust  discrimina- 
tion that  we  should  have  avoided  elsewhere. 

The  credit  for  the  accomplishment  of  what  is  before  you  is  due  to 
your  Executive  Committee  and  resident  officers.  When  you  have  heard 
their  detailed  reports  of  progress  and  plans,  you  are  expected  to  pass 
your  judgment  upon  their  labors  and  to  direct  their  further  operation. 
The  possibilities  of  this  enterprise  as  it  may  be  extended  and  developed 
are  too  great,  both  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Alliance  and  as  a  factory  in 
the  industrial  development  of  the  State,  not  to  claim  very  earnest  and 
mature  consideration  at  your  hands.  For  if  we  succeed  in  this  small 
beginning,  as  we  shall  if  we  are  so  determined,  this  venture  will  mark 
a  new  era  in  the  life  of  our  organization,  and  illustrate  the  possibilities 
of  co-operative  industrial  enterprise. 

We  are  now  upon  the  eve  of  a  political  campaign  which  promises  to 
be  a  very  memorable  one  in  our  country's  history.  The  importance  of 
the  issue,  the  uncertainty  of  the  event,  the  gratification  which  every 
allianceman  feels  that  the  lines  of  battle  are  drawn  at  length  upon  his 
fundamental  contention  of  financial  reform,  unite  to  surround  the  cam- 
paign with  unusual  activity  and  interest.      While  perhaps  little,  therefore, 
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could  be  done  in  the  way  of  reviving  and  reorganizing  the  Order  until 
after  the  election,  too  little,  I  fear,  could  he  done  even  then  with  our  pre- 
sent disregard  of  the  value  of  the  lecture  system.  Deeming  this  a  matter 
of  the  utmost  importance,  I  urge  that  you  shall  not  close  this  session 
until  you  have  devised  some  plan  to  keep  the  lecturer  constantly  in  the 
field  during  the  coming  year. 

The  Director  of  the  Experimental  Station  has  recently  requested 
through  the  Progressive  Farmer,  that  each  Sub-alliance  appoint  an  ag- 
ricultural committee  to  communicate  with  him  upon  questions  of  farm 
interests.  This  was  done  after  consultation  with  me.  I  hope  the  mem- 
bership will  avail  itself  of  the  information  so  freehy  offered.  If  we  may 
not  thereby  increase  the  market  price  of  our  product,  we  may  learn  to 
lessen  the  cost  of  production;  and  a  lessened  cost  is  equivalent  to  an  in- 
crease of  price  in  so  far  as  it  may  add  to  our  profit. 

Conditions  just  now  confronting  us  seem  to  me  unusually  favorable  for 
renewed  growth  of  the  Alliance.  Until  four  years  ago  this  organization 
was  in  line  favor  with  a  majority  of  our  agricultural  people.  This  favor 
was  not  withdraw  to  be  replaced  by  misrepresentation  and  persecution 
until  the  existence  and  teachings  of  the  Alliance  had  begotten  intense 
connections  in  the  hearts  of  a  large  and  intractable  portion  of  its  mem- 
bership. The  unbiased  study  of  economic  conditions  and  problems  gave 
rise  to  a  body  of  sincere  men  who,  through  bitter  experience  had  lost  all 
confidence  in  the  honestly  and  helpfulness  of  existing  party  organiza- 
tions. These  men  were  four  years  in  advance  of  a  vaster  host  that  could 
be  numbered  to-day.  We  had  presented  our  demands  to  National  Con- 
ventions and  Legislatures  of  these  existing  parties;  we  had  urged  upon 
them  the  justice  of  our  claims  to  substantial  recognition  and  effective 
remedy;  we  had  declared  our  willingness  to  strengthen  the  party  that 
would  care  for  our  interests ;  and  we  had  received  nothing  better  than 
scant  courtesy  for  the  moment,  with  ridicule  and  contemptuous  disregard 
afterward.  If  State  and  local  conventions  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  our 
demands,  it  was  only  to  give  us  the  placebo  of  a  neglected  platform,  while 
our  shrewder  enemies  were  given  too  often  the  body  and  soul  of  the  can- 
didate. The  lack  of  good  faith  in  the  past  of  party  leaders  in  whom  we 
had  confided  became  disgustingly  evident  to  many  to  whom  there  seemed 
left  no  cause  consistent  with  their  convictions  but  to  ally  themselves  with 
a  new  party  of  protest,  professing  friendliness  to  their  interests  and  in- 
corporating their  demands  into  its  party  platform.  Then  began  at  the 
hands  of  dorminant  partisans  in  North  Carolina  a  campaign  of  cruel  and 
bitter  misrepresentation  of  the  Alliance  and  of  the  motives  that  actuated 
the  majority  of  alliancemen  of  a  later  day.  Former  alliancemen  of  too 
much  brain  not  to  comprehend  the  injustice  and  falsity  of  their  own 
utterances  and  the  ruthless  purpose  of  our  enemies,  declared  from  plat- 
form and  through  the  press  that  the  organization  had  "  left  its  first  prin- 
ciples and  gone  into  politics."  Upon  this  false  plea  of  defection  from 
original  principles,  they  justified  their  own  abandoment  of  the  Alliance 
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and  drew  away  with  them  thousands,  of  confiding  and  sincere  alliance- 
men. 

From  the  beginning  the  Alliance  was  not  designed  to  be  a  mere  agri- 
cultural club  or  an  annex  to  any  political  party.  Feeling  the  necessity 
of  popular  political  education,  its  originators  set  it  forth  on  this  special 
mission. 

In  withdrawing  our  support,  therefore,  from  a  party  we  deemed  untrue 
to  our  best  interests  "we  went  into  politics,"  only  so  far  as  our  original 
principles  contemplated  and  justified. 

Under  such  circumstances  we  encountered  the  terrible  shock  of  the 
campaign  of  1S9'2,  a  campaign  which  for  intense  convictions,  desperate 
determination  and  educative  effectiveness,  is  without  a  parallel.  When 
the  smoke  of  that  battle  had  cleared  away  the  partisans  who  desired  the 
destruction  of  the  Order,  because  instead  of  a  harmless  plaything,  it  had 
become  a  powerful  menace  to  continued  unfaithfulness,  declared  with  a 
strange  mixture  of  feigned  regret  and  evident  satisfaction  that  the  Alli- 
ance, having  gone  into  politics  had  killed  itself.  Nevertheless,  the  Order 
survived  that  terrible  onslaught.  Your  lecturer  took  the  field  the  follow- 
ing year  with  a  determination  to  rebuild.  They  inspired  new  hope  and 
fresh  courage  in  the  hearts  that  felt  the  continued  need  of  the  Alliance, 
which  they  loved  better  than  they  loved  any  political  party.  A  ceaseless 
campaign  of  political  education,  in  the  face  of  whatever  difficulties  was 
waged  undaunted  in  every  section  of  the  State. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  Alliance  to  wage  ceaseless  campaigns  of 
political  education  and  to  apply  its  teaching  according  to  individual 
judgment  at  the  ballot-box.  Therein  lies  its  power  for  good  and  its  ter- 
ror to  its  opposers.  Should  not  the  sovereign  citizen  be  well  taught  in 
the  science  of  economic  government?  Or  were  it  better  that  he  be  left 
ignorant  and  pliable  clay  in  the  hands  of  destructive  potters  !  If  we 
went  into  politics,  therefore,  has  not  our  action  been  fully  justified  by 
the  course  of  events?  What  we  declared  Clevelandism  to  mean  in  1892 
is  sadly  realized  in  1896.  The  crushing  stone  which  we  then  rejected  is 
not  now  set  as  head  of  the  corner,  even  by  our  former  calumniators. 

For  our  course,  therefore,  we  have  no  apol&gy  to  offer  in  any  effort  to 
increase  our  membership.  We  are  not  the  prodigal.  We  have  not 
wandered  into  any  far  country  to  waste  our  substance  in  riotous  living. 
For  these  four  years,  we  who  are  charged  with. going  into  politics  are  in 
no  sense  chargeable  with  the  ruin  which  the  financial  policy  of  our  nation 
has  wrought;  and  now,  among  the  sincere  men  were  led  away  from  us, 
will  not  be  confessed  that,  without  our  protest  and  breaking  of  party 
ties,  our  continued  efforts  among  the  plain,  common  people  whom  we 
have  taught  to  study,  to  think,  to  read  by  countless  humble  fire-sides,  the 
prospect  of  the  early  triumph  of  helpful  principles  of  government  would 
be  far  less  encouraging.  Friends  always  of  every  species  of  education. 
we  have  largely  fashioned  public  thought  and  expression.  Pioneers  in 
the  field  of  popular  political  education    for   truth's   sake,  we  give  to  the 


NORTH    CAttOLINA    FARMERS      STATK    ALLIANCE.  C) 

country  a  more  intelligsnt,  independent,  and  patriotic  citizenship  than  it 
ever  before  knew.  The  principles  which  we  have  studied,  the  problems 
we  agitated  for  decade  are  just  now  being  taken  seriously  to  heart  by  Un- 
commercial classes  to  whom  we  had  no  access.  The  pamphlets  to  which 
we  gave  rise,  the  press  which  we  originated  and  maintained  are  just  now 
finding  a  restatement  of  our  vital  contentions  in  a  press  that  finds  new 
audiences.  Our  city  population  who  thought  themselves  the  better  in- 
formed are  now  in  the  stress  of  conditions  we  lnve  striven  to  avert, 
eagerly  poring  over  question  that  have  for  years  engrossed  the  thought 
of  the  humble  toiler  at  his  country  fire-side;  and  the  consequence  to 
them,  as  it  was  to  us,  is  that  party  affiliations,  life-long  or  ancestral, 
wherein  has  been  sung  to  them  many  a  damning  political  lulaby  are 
breaking  away  with  a  new  sense  of  danger,  a  better  conception  of  human 
relations,  a  clearer  view  of  the  essential  unity  of  every  industry. 

When  some  future  historian  shall  recount,  whether  in  a  more  prosper- 
ous or  calamitous  time,  the  forces  that  strive  for  a  peaceable  and  equit- 
able adjustment  in  behalf  of  our  common  humanity,  of  all  the  evil  con- 
ditions of  this  agitated  time,  if  he  is  unprejudiced  enough  to  be  just,  he 
will  write  down  this  organization  as  a  foremost  factor. 

The  sectionalism  and  bitter  hatreds  upon  which,  as  an  evil  heritage 
from  the  war,  parties  throve  and  plundered  have  been  swept  away  under 
the  humane  advance  of  this  organization  to  every  section  of  the  union. 
A  new  sense  of  brotherhood  arose  every  where  in  the  magnetic  pathway 
of  L.  L.  Polk,  whose  memory  is  sacred  as  the  divinest  preacher  of  a 
decade.  But  for  the  labors  of  this  organization,  the  tariff  would  still 
be  sounded  as  the  battle  cry  of  equally  plundered  but  contending  men, 
and  the  cruel  and  blasphemous  assertion  of  overproduction  would  still 
satisfy  a  multitude,  1  ot  apparently  fools,  in  their  helpless  contemplation 
of  individual  and  national  bankruptcy. 

But  these.reputed  causes  no  longer  satisfy  since  our  school  master  is 
abroad  in  the  land.  We  are  making  progress.  No  campaign  can  now 
be  fought  on  sectional  lines.  No  party  will  find  a  population  so  ignorant 
as  to  believe  the  tariff  the  main  issue  in  politics.  The  money  question, 
in  which  are  involved  all  the  essential  factors  effecting  human  progress 
or  decay,  comes  in  this  presidential  year  as  the  ridge  pole  of  all  political 
controversy.  But  a  little  while  ago  two  great  parties  denied  our  conten- 
tion and  spurned  our  urgent  appeal  for  monetary  reform.  To-day  only 
one  great  party  which  counts  for  the  most  pare  the  unearned  wealth  and 
luxurious  idleness  of  the  nation  ignores  our  teaching  and  labors'  appeal, 
while  three  great  parties  are  striving  to  co-operate  for  the  success  of  our 
most  urgent  and  vital  demand;  and  whereas,  the  Alliance  has  had  its 
way  most  largely,  there  the  financial  question  is  most  difficult  to  evade, 
there  the  masses  in  all  political  parties  are  most  likely  to  be  intelligently 
abreast  of  the  wisest  and  most  humane  economic  thought. 

May  we  not  contend,  therefore,  that  the  Alliance  is  not  only  a  useful, 
but  an  indispensable  organization  as  well?     If  the  membership  remains 
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small  after  the  shock  of  two  unfriendly  campaigns  and  a  period  of  per- 
nicous  financial  stringency,  still  the  Order  lives,  and  there  is  every  reason 
why  it  should  grow.  Our  mission  is  perpetual.  There  are  other  great 
questions  upon  which  the  people  need  to  be  educated,  and  others  to  arise 
in  the  process  of  time.  No  Populist  should  neglect  the  Alliance  because 
the' People's  party  espoused  its  cause.  He  should  rather  for  that  reason 
remain  steadfast  to  the  Alliance  and  see  to  it  that  his  new  party  prove 
not  faithless  as  the  old. 

The  evil  element  that  cannot  thwart  a  good  cause  in  open  combat 
is  prone  to  attach  itself  to  it  in  apparent  friendliness  to  accomplish,  by 
this  means,  what  it  could  not  openly.  It  was  such  an  evil  genius  that 
would  have  rendered  the  Alliance  useless  by  steering  it  clear  of  political 
study  and  practice.  It  was  such  an  evil  genius  that  stranded  the  old 
Democratic  ship  upon  the  shores  of  Shermanism.  Is  it  not  possible  for 
the  People's  party  to  suffer  some  time  a  similar  fate? 

The  thousands  of  true  alliancemen,  who  affiliating  with  the  Demo- 
cratic partv,  left  the  Alliance  "because  it  went  intj  politics"  four  years 
ago,  can  have  no  excuse  for  remaining  out  of  it  now.  The  Democratic 
party  in  control  of  every  department  of  the  government,  counting 
securely  upon  their  unquestioning  allegiance  to  party,  gave  them  nothing 
of  their  principles  after  all  its  success.  Its  history  the  past  four  years 
shows  how  untrue  a  political  party,  unfettered  by  independent  public 
sentiment  may  prove,  and  how  cruelly  contemptuous  of  blind  allegiance- 
We  want  to  see  these  men  return  to  the  Order  and  help  us  to  rebuild  it 
to  its  former  magnitude.  We  need  them  and  we  feel  they  need  us. 
They  left  because  we  went  into  politics  in  1892,  and  in  1896  their 
National  platform  has  put  them  into  the  same  politics  that  we  went  into. 
Why  should  they  not  now  find  us  very  genial  companions? 

And  so  to  every  eligible  man  in  North  Carolina,  whether  Populist, 
Democrat,  or  Republican,  who  believes  in  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of 
the  non-par(::san  political  education  of  the  voter,  that  herein  lies  the 
safety  of  our  common  country,  I  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  connect 
himself  with  us  An  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizenship  is  the  only 
hope  of  the  republic ;  and  that,  which  we  think  we  learned  in  a  campaign 
when  hotly  contending  for  the  mastery  of  a  faction  is  not  so  likely  to  be 
the  saving  truth  as  that  which  we  calmly  discover  when  in  quest  of  truth 
for  its  own  sake.  For  the  citizen  there  is  no  education  so  valuable  as 
that  which  is  political,  and  for  our  agricultural  population  there  has  been 
no  other  such  an  education  as  the  Alliance. 

And  to  those  who  follow  useful  occupations  that  render  them  ineligible 
to  membership  in  the  Alliance,  let  us  appeal  for  kindly  recognition  and 
a  friendly  hand.  Whatever  their  calling,  the  Alliance  is  not  an  enemy 
to  them.  If  we  seek  primarily  the  prosperity  of  our  own  calling,  we 
seek  as  a  necessary  sequence  the  prosperity  of  every  other  industry.  For 
only  upon  a  prosperous  agriculture  can  you  predicate  the  prosperity  of 
the  merchant,  the  manufacturer,  or  any  class   of  helpful  labor.     This   is 
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the  divine  foundation,  which  cannot  be  safely  disregarded  or  despised. 
The  impoverishment  of  the  fanner  and  the  destruction  of  the  value  of 

his  product  is  followed  inevitably  by  loss,  failure,  and  bankruptcy  in 
other  pu'suits.  It  was  a  very  old,  but  not  ifle  less  eloquent  truth  uttered 
by  Mr.  Bryan,  at  Clvcago:  "  Burn  down  your  cities  and  leave  our  farms 
and  your  cities  will  grow  up  again.  But  destroy  our  farms  and  the  grass 
will  grow  in  every  city  in  the  union."  And  it  is  a  sad  fact,  no  less  elo- 
quently true,  that  with  an  impoverished,  ignorant,  degraded,  and  spirit- 
less rural  population,  such  as  it  is  the  progressive  tendency  of  present 
conditions  and  policies  to  produce,  there  is  no  new  blood  for  the  cities' 
reinvigoration,  and  no  independent  neucleus  of  "a  bold  yeomanry,  its 
country's  pride,"  around  which  to  gather  in  some  possible  final  struggle 
for  a  country's  freedom. 

Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  other  industries  will  yet  come  to  rate  the 
farmer  and  his  efforts  at  their  true  value  in  the  progress  of  the  world?" 
May  we  not  hope  that  the  patriotic,  the  humane,  the  christian,  of  what- 
ever political  party  or  helpful  calling,  whether  in  town  or  country,  will 
begin  to  recognize  the  value  of  our  work  and  the  need  of  our  perma- 
nence, and  ceasing  all  opposition,  bid  us  God  speed  in  our  further  efforts 
to  educate  and  bless  the  toiling  farmer  !  Surely  it  is  not  an  unreasonable 
hope  at  this  juncture;  and  so  the  Alliance  shall  enter  upon  the  labors  of 
another  year. 

CYRUS  THOMPSON. 

Committee  on  Credentials  made  a  partial  report,  which 
was  accepted  and  committee  continued. 

On  motion,  Bro.  Cole  from  Moore  county  was  admitted 
to  a  seat  on  the  floor. 

Report  of  W.  S.  Barnes,  Secretary-Treasurer  was  read 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — The  year  just  closing  has  been  a  most  important 
one  to  the  Alliance.  While  our  reports  do  not  show  an  increase  in  mem- 
bership, yet  the  principles  of  the  Order  have  continued  to  grow  through- 
out our  State  and  nation.  The  want  of  money — the  failure  to  secure 
remunerative  prices  for  the  crops  raised — in  many  parts  of  the  State  have 
had  their  effect  in  not  keeping  the  membership  in  good  standing.  Year 
after  year  sees  the  farmer's  products  depreciate  in  value.  How  much 
longer  this  will  continue  no  one  can  tell. 

The  meeting  at  Cary  one  year  ago  made  it  possible  that  the  Alliance 
should  take  a  "new  hase  of  life" — that  a  grand  step  for  our  betterment 
could  be  made.  The  Alliance  members  everywhere  were  anxious  that 
something   should   be   done   to   srive  them  a   more   direct   benefit.     Our 
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papers  and  members  talked  Shoe  factory,  and  many  placed  funds  in  the 
hands  of  your  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  purpose  of  building  or  start- 
ing a  factory  of  that  kind.  Not  enough,  however,  has  been  received  for 
the  purpose  as  per  plan  organized  by  last  State  meeting.  We  have 
received  for  that  purpose  about  $3,000. 

Th°  removal  of  your  offices  from  the  city  to  the  country  is  a  grand 
stride  for  agricultural  freedom,  and  the  independence  of  the  Alliance  or- 
ganization. 

The  establishment  of  these  headquarters  with  the  Tanner}'  and  Shoe 
factory  by  your  Executive  Committee  will,  we  believe,  have  more  to  do 
with  breaking  down  prejudice  against  the  Order  and  rebuilding  the  or- 
ganization than  anything  that  could  have  been  done. 

Every  allianceman  will  be  interested  in  this  property  and  work;  and 
will,  without  doubt,  help  sustain  them  and  push  them  forward. 

It  is  with  you  brethren  to  say  whether  the  Alliance  shall  go  forward  in 
this  grand  stretch  for  freedom  or  not.  It  is  with  you  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  Alliance  shall  go  forward  and  your  place  become  the  mightiest  co- 
operative manufacturing  establishment  in  the  South.  Let  there  be  no 
bickerings,  no  strife,  but  let  each  officer  and  delegate  do  his  utmost  to 
see  how  much  he  can  say  and  do  to  make  this  beginning  one  grand  final 
success.  Right  here  we  wish  to  say  that  a  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand.     Let  there  be  no  division  in  the  Alliance  work. 

Since  our  removal  here  we  have  received  nothing  less  than  the  good 
will  of  the  citizens  in  and  out  of  the  Alliance. 

It  is  due  specially  to  Maj.  John  W.  Graham,  a  brother  of  our  worthy 
trustee,  and  to  Mr.  D.  M.  Parks,  both  of  Hillsboro,  that  we  are  owners 
of  the  property  here.  They  assisted  your  Secretary  in  his  search  for  a 
good  location,  and  your  Executive  Committee  when  they  came  upon  the 
grounds  to  make  the  purchase.  We  do  not  believe  we  could  have  selected 
a  place  where  your  organization  and  its  officers  would  have  been  more 
kindly  treated  than  here. 

We  regret  that  more  progress  has  not  been  made  in  getting  our  insur- 
ance before  our  people.  We  have  only  one  active  agent,  Bro.  J.  M. 
Roberts,  of  Cleveland  county,  who  has  done  much  work  for  the  National 
Aid.  Several  agents  have  been  appointed,  but  they  have  not  met  with 
success. 

I  think  it  well  for  our  brothers  to  investigate  thoroughly  the  plan 
before  returning  home,  so  that  each  county  could  get  the  information 
from  its  delegate. 

I  think  the  plan  of  permitting  members  who  are  behind  more  than  one 
cpiarter  to  return  by  paying  one  quarter's  dues  should  be  no  longer  per- 
mitted.    I  believe  it  is  a  detriment  to  the  strength  of  the  Order. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  urge  upon  the  members  present  to  so  push  our 
organization  and  the  enterprises  started  that  we  may  be  able  to  establish 
at  least  one  new  enterprise  every  year  hereafter. 
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The  following  are  receipts  and  disbursements  for  t lie  year  ending 
August  10,  1896: 

REl  EIPTS. 

Amount  oil  hand  Augusi  I  I,  1895 $    208  70 

Amount  received,  fees,  dues  and  otherwise 1,022  65 

Total $2,131  35 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Expenses  State  meeting.  1895 $  109  09 

Printing,  stationery ; 230  70 

Offices,  expenses,  etc 20  44 

Executive  committee  meetings 47  77 

Paid  National  Secretary  balance  dues  of  1895 290  98 

Paid  National  Secretary  on  dues  for  1896 100  00 

Paid  for  Rituals     5  00 

Paid  W.  S.  Barnes,  salary  1,000  00 

Paid  J.  M.  Mewboorne,  balance  salary  as  President....  50  00 

Paid  Cyrus  Thompson  on  salary 65  00 

Paid  postage 123  00  2,042  00 

Balance  on  hand  $       89  35 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.   BARNES, 

Sec'y-  Treas. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  commiteee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions :  J.  T.  B.  Hoover j  Chairman; 
Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  Rufus  Swain,  D.  T.  House,  C.  E. 
Tatem,  Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell,  W.  L.  Henry,  C.  A.  Howard,  R. 
C.  Whitener,  J.  H.  Ouinn,  D.  T.  Massey. 

Rev.  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  State  Lecturer,  made  his  report, 
which  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance; 

Brethren  : — In  obedience  to  custom  and  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Order,  I  hereby  beg  leave  to  make  this  my  annual  report  as  Lecturer  for 
the  State.  It  is  a  source  of  much  regret  to  me  to  have  to  report  that  but 
little  has  been  done  on  this  line  in  the  absence  of  any  appropriation.  I 
have  been  unable  to  carry  and  send  the  great  truth  of  the  Alliance  to  any 
new  quarters,  or  to  visit  even  those  places  in  which  we  have  our  greatest 
strength.  I  rind,  however,  in  the  places  I  have  been  that  the  Alliance 
sentiment  is  strong. 

I  visited  the  counties  of  Robeson,  Bertie,  Franklin,  Wilson,  and  some 
other  places;   have  reorganized  many  Sub-alliances. 
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I  would  recommend  that  the  lecture  system  be  taken  in  your  hand,  and 
that  if  possible,  some  means  be  adopted  to  revive  our  lecturing  system. 
I  regard  this  as  the  great  arm  of  the  service,  if  it  shall  continue  para- 
lyzed the  Order  will  continue  to  suffer.  Restore  its  strength  ami  you 
give  new  life  to  the  Alliance. 

Truly  thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me  during  the  past 
year,  and  for  many  courtesies  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of  the  brother- 
hood, I  respectfully  submit  this  my  report. 

J.  T.  B.  HOOVER, 

State  Lecturer. 

The  report  of  the  Lecturer  was  referred  to  Committee 
on  Publication. 

T.  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent,  made  his  report  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Farmers  State  Alliance  of  North 
Carolina: 
Brethren  : — The  year  just  closing  has  been  a  busy  one  for  your  State 
Agent,  and  the  most  successful  t':e  agency  has  ever  known.  In  January, 
1895  (at  which  time  you  placed  me  in  the  office  as  principal),  I  did  not 
find  a  pleasing  condition  of  affairs  It  was  a  period  when  the  Alliance 
was  gasping  for  life.  All  the  hostile  influence  known  to  human  ingenu- 
ity had  been  brought  to  bear  against  it.  An  unscrupulous  Legislature 
had  stabbed  it,  a  State  Lecturer  had  injured  it,  weak  brethren  had 
deserted  it,  and  the  masses  had  become  indifferent.  Our  correspondence 
had  grown  to  a  minimum.  There  was  an  expense  account  against  us  and 
not  a  dime  in  the  treasury  (the  fund  excepted)  with  which  to  carry  on 
business.  In  addition,  the  Agency  was  borrowing  $6,000  to  meet  out- 
standing obligations.  With  a  very  great  feeling  of  trepidation,  I  entered 
upon  the  duties  assigned  me  knowing  that,  if  failure  awaited  us,  we 
could  not  be  in  a  much  worse  condition.  The  effort  was  made.  A 
friendly  Legislature  restored  our  charter.  New  avenues  for  trade  were 
sought,  carrying  out  as  far  as  possible  the  contracts  of  former  agent. 
The  experience  and  wisdom  of  our  Executive  Committee  was  ever  at 
ready  command,  and  reinforced  by  appreciative  brethren,  the  Agency 
stands  forth  to  day  crowned  with  that  which  makes  everything  beauti- 
ful— success.  We  have  been  able  during  this  time  out  of  the  percentages 
and  commissions  which  have  accrued  to  the  Agency  to  pay  the  expense 
account  that  was  against  us,  keep  up  the  current  expenses  of  the  Agency 
and  pay  back  of  this  borrowed  money  $5,504  (55.  We  have  done  about 
$20,000.00  worth  of  business  on  which  the  Agency  has  received  no  com- 
mission. The  volume  of  trade  for  the  last  yerr,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
duction in  price  of  many  goods,  has  been  much  larger  than  the  preced- 
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ing_year.     Our  fertilizer  contract  has  been  generally  satisfactory,  though 

it  was  a  mistake  to  quote  a  uniform  delivered  price. 

An  itemized  list  of  articles  handled  by  the  Agency  is  herewith  at- 
tached. Our  books  and  accounts,  correspondence  and  contracts  are  all 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  they  will  report  to  you 
upon  the  same.  The  removal  of  our  office  to  Hillsboro  has  had  no 
appreciable  effect  upon  the  business.  We  have  this  one  general  recom- 
mendation to  make,  that  the  brethren  use  the  Agency  just  as  far  as  prac- 
tical in  all  their  transactions,  and  if  the  Agency  is  not  efficient  make  it 
so. 

There  is  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  serving  the  brethren  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  which  we  believe  can  be  to  some  extent  remedied. 
It  is  that  the  brethren  over  the  State  use  such  a  variety  of  farm  imple- 
ments that  it'is  difficult  to  contract  for  them  on  the  most  advantageous 
terms. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  this  body  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  to  take 
under  consideration  the  advisability  of  adopting  some  uniformity  in  this 
line  with  the  view  of  reducing  the  variety  of  implements  to  a  minimum, 
and  that  they  shall  report  first  at  our  next  annual  meeting.  I  recom- 
mend also  that  the  check  system,  which  has  been  inaugurated  by  your 
Executive  Committee,  be  as  early  as  practical  extended  the  Agency,  and 
that  hereafter  the  profits  arising  from  the  business  of  the  Agency  be  set 
aside  as  constituting  another  fund  for  manufacturing  purposes,  in  which 
all  who  have  traded  through  the  Agency  shall  participate. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  IVEY, 
State  Business  Agent. 

Partial  List  of  Articles  of  Merchandise  handled  by  the 
Agency,  August  1,  1895,  to  August  1,  1896: 

Bacon Pounds      8,200 

Lard "  3,190 

Barbed-wire "  5,150 

Rice  and  Hominy "  1,675 

Ship-stuff "  ]  ,800 

Pepper  and  Spice "  1,230 

Tobacco  ( plug) "  640 

Sulphate  Blue-stone " 350 

Flour Barrels       109 

Sugar "  193 

Molasses "  75 

Lime "  50 

Oil  ....  ■ "            " 38 

Potatoes "  54 

Peas Bushels     

Wheat " 


/•1 
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Rye 

Oats 

Bu 

shels     

57 

c 

550 

Clover 

< 

185 

Grass  Seed 

B 

r 

« 

128 

Coffee ■....■ 

-tgs           

7<S 

Salt 

505 

Plaster 

uns        

.  • 7 

Cotton-seed  Meal 

85 

Alliance  Guano 

< 

7,265 

Soda 

K 

egs        

105 

Nails 

•      90 

Sets  Harness 

Sundries. 

...*,. 7 

Cane-mills J) 

Farm   Bells 

21 

Plows 

10 

Corn  and  Cotton  Planters 

12 

Buggies (5 

Wagons  .    . 

72 

Stoves  

48 

Sewing  Machines 

225 

Feed-cutters 

<) 

Mowers ■ 

•> 

Rakes 8 

Harrows 

. 

Corn  and  Cob-mills 

9 

Road  Carts 

3 

Organs 

10 

Miscellaneous  Articles. 

Paints,  roofing,  window  sash,  doors,  furniture,  dry  goods,  shoes, 
machine  needles,  plow  castings,  axes,  shovels,  pitchforks,  cultivators, 
stove  backs,  guns,  tobacco  flues,  medicine,  bagging,  ties,  wagon-tires, 
axles,  skeins,  plow-lines,  back-bands,  bolts,  grass  blades,  scales,  traces, 
chains,  single-trees,  starch,  lye,  axle-grease,  fish,  candy,  cheese,  raisins, 
soap,  can  goods,  stationery,  tomb-stones,  terra-cotta  pipe,  etc. 

Report  of  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee,  read  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Business  Agency,  and  is  as  follows : 

I  am  informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  that  the 
former  Business  Agent,  Bro.  W.  II.  Worth,  went  out  of  office  leaving 
about  $6,000  uncollected,  for  which   the   Fund  is  security.     I  earnestly 
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recommend  that  this  matter  be  immediately  investigated.  If  the  Busi- 
ness Agent  lias  sold  without  taking  bond,  as  especially  required  to  d<>, 
his  bond,  and  not  the  Fund  should  be  responsible  for  this  money.  If  he 
took  the  bonds  as  required  they  should  be  collected,  and  there  should  be 
no  respect  of  persons. 

This  fund  is  the  only  money  raised  for  business  purposes  during  the 
Alliance  movement  in  this  country  that  has  not  been  lost.  The  preser- 
vation of  this  fund  is  amply  secured  by  its  provisions,  and  I  hope  that 
you  will  take  care  that  they  are  strictly  adhered  to. 

I  recommend  that  the  Business  Agent  be  required  to  furnish  annually 
with  his  report  a  list  of  the  persons  who  have   not  paid   for  the  goods 
bought  of  him,  and  that  the  list  be  printed  annually  in  the  minutes. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  GRAHAM, 

Trustee. 

Report  ok  Trustee  August  1,  1896. 

Fund $29,694.88 

viz.: 

N.  C.  4  per  cent.  Bonds 28,850.00 

Loans,  6  per  cent 780.00 

Cash.. 64.88 

$29,694.88 
Received  During  the  Year.. 

Returned     P.    O.  Money     Order,    J.   M.   Bridges,   No.  91S>, 

Cleveland  County S7 

Returned  P.  O.  Money  Order,  "J.  F.  Mauldin,  No.  816,  Stanley 

County 87 

$1.74 
Earnings  of  the  Fund. 
1896. 

Jan.  1.  Coupons,  $28,850  Bonds,  @  2  per  cent %      577.00 

July  1.  Coupons,  $28,850  Bonds,  @  2  per  cent 577.00 

July  1.  One  year's  interest  on  $600,  @  6  per  cent. 36.00 

Total  earnings $1,190.00 

Expended 729.00 

$     461.00 
On  hand 278.00 

Total  on  hand $      739.00 
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Expenses. 

Trustee's  Salary $      700.00 

Expenses  to  State  Alliance,  1895 15.00 

Expenses,  two  trips  to  Charlotte 5.00 

Postage  and  Stationery 9-00 

$      729.00 

Report  of  Judiciary  Committee  read  and  received,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Your  Judiciary  Committee  make   the  following  report:    No  matters 
have  come  before  us  for  adjudication  during  the  past  year. 
We  congratulate  the  organization  for  its  harmony. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.   BRADY,  Chairman, 
T.   J.  CANDLER, 
J.  F.   HARRELL, 

(  oinmittee. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee  read  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Manufacturing,  and  is  as  follows  : 

yir.  President  and  Brethren : 

Your  Executive  Committee  respectfully  report  that  under  the  instruc- 
tions from  the  State  Alliance  "to  buy,  lease,  or  rent  property  in  the  town 
of  Cary  or  elsewhere,  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  Alliance,''  steps  were 
taken  at  once  to  purchase  property  at  Cary  for  the  sum  of  $-1,000,  the 
property,  one-half  acre  lot  in  which  the  State  Alliance  held  its  meeting, 
$250  was  added  to  this  amount  by  the  Cary  people,  and  an  agreement 
was  made  with  R.'  II.  Battle,  Attorney  for  the  heirs,  and  with  their  con- 
sent, for  the  purchase  of  the  property.  The  property  was  advertised  and 
sold  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  we  were  to  have  it  for  the  price 
agreed  on;  but  it  seemed  that  other  influences  were  at  work  to  prevent 
the  Alliance  getting  the  property.  Other  parties  secured  it  by  bidding 
more  than  we  had  agreed  to  pay  for  it.  Since  we  failed  to  secure  the 
property,  we  know  from  experience  that  we  would  have  been  hampered 
at  Cary  in  our  manufacturing  operations  for  want  of  space. 

The  fact  of  our  failure  in  securing  this  property  being  made  public, 
twenty  or  more  voluntary  olTers  were  made  us  for  places  to  locate  head- 
quarters and  manufacturing  enterprises.  The  Executive  Committee  soon 
after  being  notified  of  the  facts  above,  were  called  together  to  consider 
these  propositions.  After  carefully  considering  the  matter,  the  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  make  a  personal  examination  of  the  properties  em- 
braced in  propositions  made  by  Thomasville,  and  a  second  unimproved 
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place  at  Caiv.     Alter  doing  this  the  Committee  returned  to  Raleigh  and 

lu'ld  a  consultation  with  some  brethren  there,  when  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  it  would  he  best  not  to  accept  any  offer  of  donation  for  a 
site,  but  purchase  outright.  Upon  suggestion  of  one  of  the  brethren 
present,  the  committee  appointed  W.  S.  Barnes  to  look  for  a  site  for  head- 
quarters and  factory.  Consequently  the  Executive  Committee,  upon 
notification  from  Bro.  Barnes,  met  at  Mcbane  and  proceeded  to  investi- 
gate the  different  locations  and  properties  offered  for  sale,  and  decided 
that  the  Barracks  property,  near  Hillsboro,  was  the  most  suitable  for 
headquarters  and  manufacturing  purposes,  and  the  same  was  finally  pur- 
chased with  other  lands,  amounting  to  145  acres  for  the  sum  of  $8,575. 
The  offices  of  the  State  Alliance  were  moved  upon  its  own  grounds  on 
January  1st,  1896.  Bro  Barnes  was  authorized  to  put  property  in  repair 
and  to  occupy  dwelling  free  of  rent  until  State  meeting.  Rooms  for 
Bro.  Ivey  were  ordered  to  be  put  in  repair  and  to  be  free  of  rent  aho 
till  State  meeting.  Rooms  for  Bro.  W.  C.  Betts,  Clerk  in  Business 
Agent's  office  were  ordered  to  he  put  in  repair,  for  which  a  rental  of  $3 
per  month  was  charged.  The  State  Alliance  will  undoubtedly  observe 
considerable  farming  operations  have  been  carried  on  this  year  under 
the  management  of  Bro.  Barnes  with  the  view  of  putting  the  land  in 
good  condition. 

As  there  has  been  a  number  of  amplications  to  buy  building  lot,  we 
would  respectfully  ask  the  State  Alliance  to  discuss  the  matter  as  to 
whether  lots  should  be  sold  or  not. 

TANNERY. 

Your  committee  have  begun  the  work  of  establishing  a  first-class  tan- 
nery plant  with  a  capacity  of  75  to  100  hides  per  day.  A  capable,  effi- 
cient and  progressive  Superintendent  of  the  tannery  has  been  secured. 
A  native  North  Carolinian  and  the  patentee  of  a  process  for  the  treat- 
ment of  hides,  by  which  leather  can  be  rapidly  and  cheaply  produced. 
We  have  bought  for  the  State  Alliance  the  entire  right  for  said  patented 
process  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  excepting  one  township  in  Anson 
county  and  one  shop  right  in  Salisbury,  retained  by  the  patentee  for  his 
sole  benefit.  We  are  also  made  the  sole  agents  for  the  sale  of  rights 
under  this  patent  for  the  entire  United  States. 

SHOE    FACTORY. 

Effort  after  effort  has  been  made  by  your  State  Business  Agents  to 
make  arrangements  for  supplying  the  brotherhood  with  shoes — not  one 
of  which  has  succeeded,  but  all  met  with  general  dissatisfaction,  both  to 
the  Agency  and  to  the  brethren.  Being  apprised  of  these  facts  and 
being  urged  by  the  brethren  to  establish  a  Shoe  Factory,  we  proceeded 
to  purchase  for  the  State  Alliance  the  plant  (the  second  largest  in  the 
South),  which  you  now  have  in  operation.     We  have  secured  for  this 
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plant  also  an  energetic  and  skilled  superintendent,  who  comes  to  us  with 
excellent  recommendations  from  a  number  of  former  employers. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolutions  passed  by  your  body  at  Gary  one 
year  ago,  and  as  recommended  by  Committee  on  Labor  Exchange,  we 
have  decided  to  use  form  of  certificate  and  due  bill  as  published  in  Alli- 
ance Weekly,  and  as  sent  to  Sub-secretaries  throughout  the  State,  for  the 
purchase  of  our  manufactured  products,  and  we  fully  believe  that  it  will 
not  only  be  practical,  but  highly  beneficial  to  the  Order,  to  extend  this 
system  in  conducting  our  business  enterprises. 

The  books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  Office  have  been  examined  and 
found  correct.  For  further  information  in  regard  to  the  financial  and 
general  condition  of  the  Order,  we  wou'd  refer  you  to  the  report  of  our 
worthy  and  efficient  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  books  of  the  Business  Agent  have  been  examined  and  found 
correct.  The  business  of  the  Agency  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory 
the  past  year,  and  it  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  our 
worthy  and  efficient  Business  Agent  has  made  a  clear  profit  to  the  office 
of  more  than  $5,000.  For  further  information  in  regard  to  this  office, 
we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Business  Agent. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  our  high  appreciation 
of  the  very  acceptable  services  of  our  worthy  and  efficient  Order  clerk, 
Bro.  W.  C.  Betts,  and  also  of  the  book-keeper,  Miss  Annie  Barnes,  who 
has  manifested  a  skill  and  accuracy  in  her  work  that  are  in  keeping  with 
the  methods  of  the  best  and  oldest  business  establishments  of  the  country. 
A  new  Alliance  has  been  formed  recently  by  which  she  becomes  Mrs. 
Worth,  and  which  will  result  doubless  in  the  loss  to  the  department  of 
her  very  efficient  services. 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency 
Fund  and  find  that  there  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustee  the  sum  of 
$30,433.88,  $28,850.00  of  which  is  invested  in  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds. 
For  itemized  statement  of  Fund  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Ihe 
Trustee. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  it  became  necessary  for  your  Executive 
Committee  to  change  the  date  of  the  State  meeting  from  the  11th  to 
10th.  We  had  hoped  to  have  one  week  of  substantial  work  done  for  the 
good  of  the  Order  by  this  State  Alliance,  but  the  calling  of  a  political 
convention  the  same  week,  to  which  some  delegates  and  officers  desired 
to  go,  made  this  change  necessary.  Arrangement  had  been  made  to  have 
our  National  President,  lion.  Mann  Page,  of  Virginia,  make  a  public 
Alliance  address  on  Friday,  the  14th,  but  we  were  compelled  to  cancel 
this  engagement.  Your  Executive  Committee  asked  the  Chairman  of 
the  People's  Party  Convention  to  change  the  date  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion so  as  not  to  conflict  with  State  Alliance  meeting,  which  he  declined 
to  do  on  the  grounds  of  economy. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  say  that  we  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  your 
wishes  as  expressed  by  the  last  State  Alliance.     In  the  discharge  of  our 
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duties  we  have  striven  to  keep  in  view  the  best  interest  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  to  comply,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  wishes  of  the  brother- 
hood. The  result  of  our  year's  work  are  before  you,  with  the  hope  that 
you  may  take  such  steps  as  you  may  deem  advisable  to  carry  forward  the 
work  to  its  greatest  possible  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  F.  HILEMAN,   Chairman, 

N.   C.  ENGLISH, 

J.  M.  MEWBOORNE, 

Exectitive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  9,  introduced  by  J.  P.  Harrell,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  10,  introduced  by  M.  L.  Wood,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Manufacturing'. 

Resolution  No.  11,  introduced  by  C.  H.  Baines,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-L,aws. 

Resolution  No.  12,  introduced  by  T.  J.  Candler,  upon 
motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  was 
put  upon  its  immediate  passage.  The  resolution  was 
adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  at  this  the  first  State  Alliance  meeting  held  in  its  new 
State  Alliance  family  headquarters,  held  near  the  old,  historic  city  of 
Hillsboro,  we  feel  in  duty  bound  and  with  glad  hearts,  and  in  the  name 
of  every  allianceman  of  North  Carolina,  to  return  its  thanks  to  the  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Executive  Committee  and  all  concerned  for  their  un- 
tiring energy  and  faithful  work,  both  in  the  purchase,  location  and  repair- 
ing of  so  valuable  and  beautifully  located  property  for  the  State  Alliance 
family  headquarters. 

Further,  That  in  the  name  of  all  the  Alliances  of  this  State,  we  return, 
our  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  late  Miss  Annie  Barnes  for  her  faithful 
and  efficient  work  as  assistant  clerk  to  the  State  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  13,  by  S.  A.  Earnhart,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-L,aws. 

Resolution  No.  14,  by  E.  P.  Hauser,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  15,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 

Resolution  No.  16,  referred  to  Committee  on  Manufac- 
turing. 
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Resolution  No.  17,  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  18,  introduced  by  Jno.  Graham,  upon 
motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  put 
upon  its  immediate  passage.  The  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted,  as  follows  : 

Hillsboro,  N.  C,  Aug.  11th,  1896. 
Whereas,  Attorney-General  Osborne,  did  in  a  letter  dated  Febru- 
ary 22d,  18%,  refuse  the  representative  of  a  Special  Committee  of  al II- 
ancemen,  acting  upon  their  own  responsibility  as  citizens,  permission  to 
bring  suit  to  test  the  validity  of  the  Lease  of  the  North  Carolina  Rail- 
road to  the  Southern  Railway,  in  accordance  with  the  permission  granted 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  to-wit :  "  Leave  to  bring  action 
in  the  name  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  vacating  the  Charter  of  the 
North  Carolina  Railroad,  or  for  such  other  relief  as  the  Court  may  see 
lit  to  grant  in  the  premises,"  and  did  threaten  to  dismiss  the  action  unless 
confined  to  the  vacation  of  the  Charter  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  ; 

Noiv  be  it  Resolved,  By  the  State  Farmers'  Alliance,  in  convention 
assembled,  at  Hillsboro,  North  Carolina, 

1st.  That  we  denounce  this  action  of  the  Attorney-General  as  unworthy 
of  the  great  office  he  holds. 

2d.  That  while  we  recognize  the  great  benefits  conferred  upon  the 
commonweath  by  railways  as  servants  of  the  people,  we  dread  the  con- 
solidation of  our  commercial  highways  in  the  hands  of  any  one  corpora- 
tion as  subversive  of  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people. 

3d.  That  to  prevent  this  overwhelming  calamity  to  North  Carolina, 
we  urge  all  citizens  of  our  beloved  State  to  unite  regardless  of  party  ties 
in  demanding  the  annulment  of  the  Lease  of  the  North  Carolina  Rail- 
road to  the  Southern  Railway  Co. 

4th.  That  we  favor  a  Constitutional  prohibition  of  the  purchase,  lease 
or  rental  of  competing  or  parallel  lines  of  railways,  and  that  the  North 
Carolina  Railroad,  the  Southern  Railway,  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line,  the 
Cape  Fear  and  Yadkin  Valley  Railroad,  and  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  be 
defined  as  competing  lines. 

5th.  That  we  pledge  ourselves  as  alliancemen,  and  urge  all  citizens 
regardless  of  party  ties  to  refuse  to  vote  for  any  candidate  for  Governor, 
Attorney-General,  or  member  of  the  Legislature  who  will  not  pledge 
himself  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  secure  the  enactment  of  the  senti- 
ment of  these  resolutions  into  laws. 

Upon  motion,  the  resolution  was  asked  to  be  published 
by  the  State  papers. 
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T.  E.  Cutler  made  some  remarks  upon  the  fertilizer  trade 
of  last  year,  and  upon  motion,  he  was  requested  to  lay  the 
matter  before  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  19,  introduced  by  E.  P.  Hauser,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Some  one  having-  given  out  notice  in  this  countv  that 
President  Thompson  would  address  the  people  at  the  Court- 
house in  Hillsboro,  motion  was  made  that  the  State  Alli- 
ance adjourn  in  time  to  hear  this  address.  Motion  lost. 
Bro.  Thompson  declined  to  go  as  tjiere  was  so  much  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  be  attended  to  here.  On  motion, 
Bro.  Hoover  was  requested  to  go  and  fill  the  place,  the 
appointment  made  for  Bro.  Thompson. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials  received  and  com- 
mittee discharged. 

Resolution  No.  20,  referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

The  election  of  officers  was  made  special  order  for  8 
o'clock  to  night. 

On  motion,  a  recess  was  taken  till  3:30  o'clock  P.  M. 


"  SECOND  DAY— Evening  Session. 

August   11,   1896. 

President  Thompson  called  the  Alliance  to  order 
promptly  at  3:30  o'clock. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  placed  on  Calen- 
dar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  placed  on 
Calendar. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee  placed  on  Calendar. 
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Resolution  No.  21,  introduced  by  Bro.  Saunders,  of  Pen- 
der, referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

Resolution  No.  20  was  taken  from  Calendar,  and  upon 
motion,  one  hour's  time  was  given  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Check  System.  Upon  motion,  Bro.  L/efler  from  Alex- 
ander county,  who  introduced  the  resolution,  was  allowed 
ten  minutes  to  discuss  and  explain  this  system.  After 
Bro.  Lefler,  Bros.  Ivey,  Mewboorne  and  others  took  part 
in  the  discussion.  Resolution  was  adopted  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  By  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  now  in  session  at  Hillsboro,  N.  C, 
this  11th  day  of  August,  1896,  that  we  do  ask  our  Executive  Committee 
to  use  their  influence  as  early  as  possible  to  establish  a  Sub-Business 
Agency  in  every  county  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  collection 
and  distribution  of  such  material  as  may  be  of  use  and  interest  to  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  State  Alliance,  and  that  such  collection 
and  distribution  be  transacted  upon  the  Check  System,  similar  to  the 
plan  already  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  22,  introduced  by  E.  P.  Hauser,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Manufacturing. 

Resolution  No.  23,  introduced  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover.  On 
motion,  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  endorse  the  Progressive  Farmer  in  its 
past  course  and  endorse  it  as  the  organ  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  24,  introduced  by  T.  J.  Candler,  referred 
to  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  25,  introduced  by  M.  L,.  Wood,  was  upon 
motion,  put  upon  its  immediate  passage  and  was  adopted, 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  no  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  entertained  until  the 
resolutions  on  the  Calendar  be  exhausted. 

Report  of  the  Trustee  taken  from  Calendar  and  adopted. 
Resolution  No.  9  tabled. 
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Resolution  No.  15  tabled. 

Report  of  Business  Agent  taken  from  Calendar,  and  on 
motion,  it  together  with  an  amendment  offered  by  E.  P. 
Hauser,  be  re-referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  No.  16  taken  from  Calendar,  and  on  motion, 
the  recommendation  of  committee  in  regard  to  it  be 
adopted,  and  it  was  referred  to  Business  Agent  as  recom- 
mended. 

Resolution  No.  10  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  14  read,  and  on  motion,  it  was  referred 
to  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  9  taken  from  Calendar,  and  upon  motion, 
recommendation  of  committee  was  adopted,  and  resolution 
referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  7  read  and  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  2  was  taken  from  Calender  and  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  be  so  amended  so  as  to  allow  three 
members  to  constitute  a  Sub-alliance. 

Bro.  Kivett,  of  Harnett,  upon  motion,  was  seated  as  a 
delegate. 

Resolution  No.  17  taken  from  Calendar,  read  and 
adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  Paragraph  6  of  Section  16  of  Article  XIV  of  Consti- 
tution be  stricken  out. 

Resolutions  Nos.  13,  4,  5  and  7  taken  from  Calendar  in 
order  and  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  12  taken  from  Calendar,  but  was  not 
adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-night. 

Night  Session — August  ii. 

The  Alliance  called  to  order  at  8:15  o'clock  by  President 
Thompson. 


26        PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TENTH    ANNUAL    SESSION 

Roll  called,  51  delegates  present. 

Bro.  H.  E.  King,  of  Onslow,  was  reported  sick. 

Resolution  No.  26,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 

Resolution  No.  27,  introduced  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Quinn, 
placed  on  Calendar. 

Resolution  No.  28,  introduced  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Harrell,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  3,  by  Bertie  County  Alliance,  was  divided 
into  three  sections,  and  the  first  part  was  referred  to  Exe- 
cutive Committee.  Sections  2  and  3  failed  to  pass  as 
amended,  and  resolution  laid  on  table. 

Resolution  No.  27  taken  from  Calendar  and  adopted,  as 
follows  : 

Whereas,  The  National  Alliance  Aid  is  just  as  much  a  part  of  the 
State  Alliance  as  any  other  department ;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  body  that  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Alliance  should  use  every  effort  at  their  command  to 
further  the  work  of  organizing  the  Alliance  Aid  in  North  Carolina. 

Resolution  No.  28  tabled. 
Resolution  29  tabled. 

Motion  was  made  to  proceed  to  elect  officers,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the  next  twelve  months  : 

Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson Onslow  county President. 

Jno.  Graham Warren  county. Vice-President. 

W.  S.  Barnes Wilson  county Secretary- Treasurer. 

Rev.  J.  T.  B.    Hoover Wilson  county   ....  Lecturer. 

Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell Moore  county Assistant  Lecturer. 

Rev.  P.  H.   Massey Durham  county Chaplain. 

Geo.  T.  Lane Guilford  county Door-keeper. 

Jas.  E.  Lyon Durham  county Assist.  Door-keeper. 

A.  D.  K.  Wallace Rutherford  county.  .bergeant-at-Arms. 

T.  Ivey Wake  county Business  Agent. 

N.  C.  English Randolph  county.  .  .    Executive  Committee. 

Delegate  to  National  Alliance: 

Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson J.  P.  Sossaman,  Alternate. 
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Resolution  No.  30,  by  T.  Ivey,  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  31,  referred  to  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 

Resolution  No.  32,  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Publication  referred  to  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Resolution  No.  t,^  by  T.  Ivey,  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion,  a  recess  of  half  hour  was  taken.  President 
Thompson  called  the  Alliance  to  order  at  12  o'clock  mid- 
night. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  placed  on  Calen- 
dar, then  taken  from  Calendar,  read  and  taken  up  by  sec- 
tions. Section  first  was  amended,  then  adopted  to  read  as 
follows  : 

As  regards  to  selling  lots,  that  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  Executive 
Committee. 

Section  second  was  tabled. 
Section  third  adopted,  as  follows  : 

As  to  manufacturing — that  we  had  better  develop  what  we  have  under- 
taken before  going  into  new  branches,  but  we  recommend  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  investigate  the  cost  of  hat,  agricultural  implements, 
or  other  desirable  manufactures,  and  report  Pt  next  meeting. 

Section  fourth  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  the  Executive  Committee  make  up  their  annual  report  on  July 
31st,  of  each  year. 

Section  fifth  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  Executive  Committee  and 
other  officers  of  the  Alliance  deserve  our  commendation  and  thanks  for 
their  services  in  securing  this  property. 
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Section  sixth  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  we  endorse  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee   in   inaugura- 
ing  the  Check  System. 
( 

Section  seventh  was  amended  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  we  recommend  that  the  Trustee  be  directed  to  retain  at  least 
$8,000  in  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds  unencumbered  in  any  way  for  a  re- 
serve in  case  of  disaster. 

Section  eighth  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  33,  by  J.  H.  Quinn,  amended  by  A.  J. 
Pringle,  substitute  offered  by  Wood.  Resolution  with- 
drawn and  substitute  accepted,  which  was  adopted,  and 
reads  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  negotiate  a 
loan  on  the  Shoe  Factory  for  the  purpose  of  starting  up  the  business. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  the  Secretary  be  allowed 
to  use  his  discretion  as  to  what  part  of  the  minutes  should 
be  published  in  Proceedings. 

Resolutions  Nos.  22,  10,  31,  26  and  30  taken  from  Calen- 
dar and  tabled.  ,* 

Resolution  No.  32,  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  name  of  Steward  be  changed  to  Assistant  Lecturer. 

Resolution  No.  34  tabled. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  recommend 
the  Business  Agent's  report  be  accepted  as  amended  by 
committee.     Adopted. 

Time  4  a.  m.  On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to 
meet  at  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
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THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 

August  1 2th,  1896. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  8:20  o'clock  A.  M., 
by  Jno.  Graham,  Vice-President.  Prayer  by  Chaplain  P. 
H.  Massey.  Roll  called  by  Secretary.  On  motion,  the 
reading  of  minutes  were  dispensed  with. 

Resolution  No.  37,  by  C.  H.  Baines,  of  Nash,  was  intro- 
duced, and  on  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  reso- 
lution put  upon  its  immediate  passage.  The  resolution 
was  adopted  unanimously,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  The  we,  the  delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  Fanners'  State 
Alliance,  assembled  at  headquarters,  this  the  12th  day  of  August,  1896, 
gladly  seize  this  our  best  opportunity  of  expressing  our  sincere  thanks 
lor  the  kind  and  genial  hospitality  of  the  officers  and  friends  of  out- 
Order  so  kindly  given  to  us  at  this  place.  May  their  shadows  never 
grow  less. 

Resolution  No.  35  was  reported  favorably  by  Committee 
on  Demands  and  Resolutions,  and  adopted  unanimously  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  endorse  the  demands  of  the  National  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  36,  by  J.  E.  Person,  of  Wayne.  On 
motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  put 
upon  its  immediate  passage.  Resolution  adopted  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  Jno.  Graham  and  W.  B.  Fleming  be  added  as  auxili- 
ary members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Alliance  with  full 
powers  to  act  with  them  in  all  meetings. 

The  following  members  were  re-appointed  Judiciary 
Committee  by  President  Thompson  for  the  ensuing  year : 
Jno.  Brady,  T.  J.  Candler  and  J.  F.  Harrell. 

Resolution  No.  38  tabled. 
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A  motion  was  made  and  adopted  to  reconsider  section  7 
recommended  by  Manufacturing  Committee  and  adopted 
by  the  Alliance  at  last  night's  session.  A  motion  was  then 
made  to  amend  said  section  7  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  we  recommend  that  the  Trustee  be  directed  to  retain  at  least 
$7,000  in  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds  unencumbered  in  any  way  for  a  reserve 
in  case  of  disaster. 

The  above  resolution  adopted. 

Bros.  J.  C.  Lasly,  of  Rockingham  and  E.  L.  Turlington, 
of  Sampson,  were  seated  as  delegates. 

Report  of  Geo.  F.  Lane,  Door-keeper,  was  then  called 
for  and  he  responded  in  substance  as  follows  : 

That  this  meeting  had  been  one  of  the  greatest  revivals  that  North  Caro- 
lina Farmers'  State  Alliance  ever  had.  That  no  scent  of  liquor  had  been 
detected  by  him  on  any  one  passing  him  at  the  door. 

Remarks  were  made  by  a  number  of  the  brethren, 
among  them  Bros.  Hoover,  Massey,  Davis,  Lasley,  Person. 

On  motion,  a  communication  from  Col.  J.  S.  Carr  was 
read  and  referred  to  Executive  Committee  for  action. 

As  the  closing  hour  approached,  not  more  than  one-half 
of  the  delegates  present.  Some  had  left  on  early  morning 
train,  others  had  left  on  regular  day  trains.  The  hour  of 
12  M.  had  arrived,  and  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  made 
and  carried. 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES,   1896. 


COUNTY.  DELEGATE. 

Axexander P.  F.  Starnes 

Alamance T.  A.  Marrow 

Anson A.  A.  Lowe/y 

Beaufort T.  E.  Cutler 

Bertie M.  L.  Wood 

Brunswick Isaac  Jewett,  Jr. 

Bladen E.N.  Roberson 

Burke R.  C.  Whitener 

Buncombe W.  L.  Henry 

Catawba J.  F.  Click 

Cleveland J.  H.  Quinn 

Chatham W.  N.  Straughan 

Cabarrus. Watt  Barringer 

Columbus Dr.  J.  F.  Harrell 

Currituck N.  N.  Hampton 

Cumberland W.  R.  King,  Jr. 

Davidson G.  E.  Leonard 

Durham James  P.  Lyon 

*l)uplin Jos.  F.  Shine 

Edgecombe David  T.  Britt 

Gaston E.  D.  Thompson 

Gates Jno.  Brady 

Granville Dr.  A.  J.  Dalby 

Guilford W.  P.  McLean 

1  larnett W.  M.  Kivett 

Hertford J.  B.  Vaughan 

J  Ialifax 

Hyde W.  B.  Nixon 

Wilson 


COUNTY.  DELEGATE. 

Jackson Jas.  R.  Love 

Johnston D.  T.  Massey 

Lenoir E.  P.  Hauser 

Lincoln C.  A.  Howard 

Martin J.  R.  Smith 

Mecklenburg T.  L.  Lowe 

Moore Eugene  Cole 

Nash C.  H.  Baines 

Onslow II.  E.  King 

Orange T.  J.  Oldham 

Pamlico.  ..    Jno.  W.  Aldridge 

Pender D.  C.  Sanders 

Pasquotank W.  J.  Williams 

Person Dr    Wm.  Merritt 

Pitt D.  T.  House 

Randolph J.  J.  White 

Robeson Joseph  Prevatt 

Rockingham J.  C.   Lasley 

Rowan S.  A.  Earnhart 

Rutherford..         A.  D.  K   Wallace 

Sampson E.  L.  Turlington 

Stanley Aaron  Furr 

Stokes    A.  J-   Pringle 

Tyrrell .C.  E.  Tatem 

Vance S.  W.  Satterwhite 

Wake J.  W.  Denmark 

Warren W.  B.  Fleming 

Wayne Dr.  J.  E.  Person 

.  L.  E.  Newsome 


•-Not  present. 
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OF  THE 


NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE, 

ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 


AUGUST  10,   II,   12  AND  13;   1897. 


Hillsboro,  N.  C,  August  io,  1897. 
The  State  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  i? 
M.,  August  10,  1897,  by  President  John  Graham.  The 
Door-keeper,  George  T.  Lane,  was  ordered  to  secure  the 
door.  Bros.  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Jas. 
E.  Lyon,  Assistant  Door-keeper,  per  instruction,  proceeded 
to  purge  the  house.  This  being  done,  Rev.  P.  H.  Massev 
Chaplain,  was  requested  to  lead  in  prayer. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  brethren  a  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials:  J.  W.  Denmark,  W.  W.  Drew  and 
J.  M.  Hoyle.  While  the  committee  were  out  Bros  T  T  B 
Hoover,  T.  B.  Parker  and  V.  N.  Sewell  were  called  upon 
for  speeches,  with  which  each  one  complied  in  short  pleas- 
ing addresses.  ' 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mewborne  then  stepped  forward  and  presented 
the  President  with  a  gavel  made  from  Hickorv  wood  cut 
from  a  tree  at  Mt.  Vernon,  the  home  of  Washington.'  In 
a  short,  patriotic  speech  he  presented  it  to  President  Gra- 
ham for  the  State  Alliance.  President  Graham  accepted 
it  111  a  few  well-chosen  words  in  the  spirit  with  which  it 
was  presented. 

Bros.  W.  H.  Davis,  J.  B.   Alexander  and  W.  T   Mercer 
each  m  turn  responded  to  the  calls  upon  them  for  speeches 
m  well-timed  remarks,  for  the  "good  of  the  order." 

The  Committe  on  Credentials  made  report  and  found 
forty-five  delegates  present  and  ready  for  duty.  The  re- 
port was  accepted  and  committee  continued. 

Upon  motion,  at  11:30  p.  m.,  the  Alliance  adiourned 
until  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  dinner. 


4       •    Proa  cdiiigs  oj  the  Eleventh   Ailnual  Session 

Evening  Session. 

The  session  was  called  together  promptly  at  3  o'clock 
p.  M.,  by  President  Graham. 

A.  J.  Pringle,  of  Stokes  count}-,  was  admitted  as  a  dele- 
gate per  vote  of  body,  as  no  credentials  had  been  received. 

L.  Y.  Cathey,  of  Gaston  county,  was  admitted  by  vote  of 
body,  by  his  paying  the  count}-  dues.  Credentials  had 
been  received,  but  no  dues. 

Hertford  county  was  represented  by  T.  O.  Copeland  as 
delegate,  with  credentials,  but  as  the  dues  had  not  been 
paid  he  could  not  be  seated,  unless  the  dues  were  guar- 
anteed. W.  S.  Barnes  and  John  Graham  agreed  to  pay 
the  dues  to  State  Alliance  provided  the  County  Secre- 
tary failed  to  forward  them.  The  State  Secretary  stated 
that  the  County  Secretary  of  Hertford  had  usually  been 
very  prompt,  and  he  was  certain  there  was  some  cause  of 
delay. 

Rutherford  county  sent  in  credentials  for  W.  S.  Barnes 
as  delegate,  but  objection  being  raised  because  he  was  not 
a  resident  of  that  county,  W.  S.  Barnes  moved  then  to 
make  A.  D.  K.  Wallace  the  delegate.  The  motion  was 
tabled. 

Cumberland  county  appointed  T.  Ivey  as  delegate,  but 
it  being  a  case  similar  to  Rutherford  county  the  President 
ruled  that  the  delegage  could  not  be  seated. 

Carteret  count}-,  with  one  Sub,  presented  credentials  of 
J.  T.  Eaton,  who,  upon  motion,  was  seated  as  delegate. 

Washington  county,  with  two  Subs,  sent  for  credentials 
for  W.  B.  Brickhouse.  Upon  motion,  Bro.  Brick  house  was 
seated  as  delegate. 

A  motion  was  made  to  seat  Dr.  Wan.  Merritt,  from  Per- 
son county,  but  there  being  no  regular  organization,  though 
old  members  had  met  and  sent  Dr.  Merritt  with  dues,  the 
motion  was  tabled. 

Upon  motion,  Dr.  Merritt  was  given  the  courtesies  of 
the  floor. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Masse}-,  of  Durham,  the  President's 
address  was  asked  for.  The  President  asked  for  a  few 
minutes  to  go  to  his  room  for  his  address. 

On  motion  of  Bro  Wallace,  a  recess  for  fifteen  minutes 
was  asked  for;  this  was  amended  to  five  minutes,  and 
amendment  carried. 
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The  President  called  the  Alliance  to  order,  at  end  of 
recess  (five  minutes)  and  the  following  motion  was  offered 
and  accepted:  That  Bro.  J.  E.  Harriss,  of  Person,  be  ac- 
corded the  same  courtesies  given  Dr.  Merritt. 

The  President  then  delivered  his  address  as  follows: 

Officers  ami  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance: 

BRETHREN  : — At  this,  your  eleventh  annual  session,  questions  of  vital 
interest  to  our  Order  will  he  submitted  to  you  for  adjustment. 

Owing  to  the  election  of  your  honored  President,  Dr.  Cyrus  Thomp- 
son, to  the  office  of  vSecretary  of  State,  he  felt  constrained  to  resign  as 
President  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  the  duties 
of  that  office  devolved  upon  your  Vice-President. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  my  predecessors,  in  their  annual  addresses, 
to  deal  with  political  issues,  affecting  the  interests  of  the  farmers  of 
North  Carolina,  both  State  and  National.  So  thorough  has  been  their 
research  that  you  need  expect  no  new  thought  at  my  hands. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  untimely  to  briefly  review  the  history  of  the 
Alliance's  work  in  North  Carolina.  In  our  judgment  the  enactment  of 
the  cardinal  principals  of  our  Order  into  law  would  relive  the  depressed 
financial  condition  of  oiir  country;  and,  although1  we  have  no  reason  to 
expect  their  adoption  in  the  near  future,  we  have  good  ground  to  hope  and 
believe  that  the  work  of  the  Alliance  will  in  due  time  have  its  reward. 
The  Alliance  is  of  Southern  origin  and  its  originators  are  the  worthy  suc- 
cessors of  those  slave  owning  statesmen  who  rendered  our  country  illus- 
trious. 

The  Alliance  originated  in  Sampsasas  county,  Texas.  The  first  Texas 
State  Alliance  was  organized  at  Central,  in  Parker  county,  in  1S79.  In 
1887  four  hundred  delegates  met  at  Waco,  and  at  that  meeting  steps  were 
taken  to  organize  the  cotton  belt  States  for  united  action  in  the  interest  of 
the  farmers.  The  "Union,"  an  organization  similar  to  the  Alliance  al- 
ready existed  to  Louisiana,  and  the  "Wheel"  in  Arkansas.  These  three 
bodies  united  and  adopted  a  constitution  at  St.  Louis  in  1889. 

The  object  of  the  founders  of  the  Alliance  was  to  secure  united  action 
on  the  part  of  the  farmers  of  the  entire  nation  to  protect  themselves  from 
unjust  legislative  discrimination,  State  or  National. 

Although  essentially  political  in  its  aims,  is  was  thought  that  relief 
would  be  more  readily  obtained  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  brotherhood 
in  their  respective  political  parties. 

It  is  useless  to  recount  the  rapid  spread  of  Alliance  doctrine  over  the 
South  and  Southwest,  or  to  mention  the  glorious  mission  of  our  own  be- 
loved and  immortal  Polk  to  our  brethren  of  the  great  South  and  South- 
west. The  truth  was  accepted  and  thousands  joined  our  banners.  All 
would  have  been  well,  but,  unfortunately,  the  place-hunting  politician  had 
joined  the  Alliance,  and  personal  preferment  and  party  supremacv  swept 
away  the  fruits  of  victory. 

In  North  Coroliua  the  Alliance  had  absorbed  the  Democratic  partv  and 
a  goodly  number  of  white  Republicans.  Even  the  negroes  had  formed 
Alliances  of  their  own,  entirely  separate  from  the  whites,  and  were  greatlv 
benefited  in  their  financial  affairs. 

This  condition  did  not  suit  the  politician.  In  North  Carolina,  in  some 
counties,  it  was  made  unpleasant  for  Republicans  to  be  Alliancemen  and 
the  Alliance  became  the  bulwark  of  Democracy.  The  colored  Alliances 
were  destroyed  hy  Republican  politicians.  Thus  the  Alliance  received  its 
first  blow  in  North  Carolina. 
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Owing  to  the  wide-spread  influence  of  Alliance  literature  and  the  great 
dissatisfaction  of  the  laboring  masses,  Mr.  Cleveland  was  elected  Presi- 
dent in  1892. 

Well-  posted  as  to  Mr.  Cleveland's  political  views  on  the  silver  question, 
thousands  of  Democratic  Aiiiaucemen  in  North  Carolina  protested  against 
Ins  candidacy,  offering  Lo  support  the  State  Democratic  ticket  if  the 
chalice  of  Clevelandism  was  taken  from  their  lips.  Their  wishes  were 
not  regarded,  and  trickery  and  treachery  were  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  Alliance.  Enemies  of  the  Alliance,  with  unblushing 
affroritery,  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  Alliance  demands  as  the  plat- 
form of  the  Democratic  part}-.  These  demands  were  read  and  adopted 
amid  jeers  and  laughter.  The  Alliance  was  stabbed  in  the  house  of  its 
friends.  Party  fealty  and  family  ties  swept  thousands  of  true  Alliance- 
men  off  their  balance.  Our  charter  was  repealed,  and  for  its  restoration, 
and  the  restoration  of  a  free  ballot  to  a  free  people,  the  members  of  the 
Alliance  almost  to  a  man,  cast  their  votes  with  die  People's  party  and  the 
Republican  party.  These  things  are  now  of  the  past,  and  we  stand  ready 
to  receive  with  open  arms  all  former  brethren,  of  whatever  political  party. 

Our  Alliance  principles  have  disrupted  the  two  oid  political  parties, 
and  caused  the  creation  of  two  new  parties,  the  People's  party  and  the 
.Silver  party. 

They  have  forced  to  t.te  front  the  irrepressible  conflict  between  "  Man- 
hood and  money."  The  combat  is  on,  and  Republican  institutions  are 
at  stake. 

On  the  one  side  are  the  giant'corpoi'ations,  with  their  millions  of  accu- 
mulated extortions,  making  and  unmaking  Senators,  bribing  legislatures, 
nominating  Governors,  and  naming  some  of  the  Judges  of  our  State  and 
Federal  Courts.  Owning  the  transportation  of  the  country,  they  control 
the  country. 

On  the  other  side  are  the  plundered  masses  unorganized,  divided,  grop- 
ing in  darkness,  Only  the  inborn  love  of  liberty  that  animates  the 
Anglo-Saxon  heart  will  save  our  country  from  revohuiou  and  ruin. 

A  National  Constitutional  Convention  is  our  hope.  Senators,  the  re- 
tained  counsel  of  corporations  and  trusts,  will  never  voluntarily  submit 
their  election  to  a  direct  vote  of  their  countrymen.  No  income  tax  will 
ever  be  constitutional  so  long  as  the  Federal  Judges  are  selected  for  life 
by  the  money  power. 

The  Alliance  offers  the  remedy  for  all  these  wrongs.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  as  compiled  by  our  Revolutionary  sires,  was  perfect 
for  their  times.  The  State  Constitutions  were  emenations  from  the  same 
brains,  and  these  we  have  been  forced  to  amend  time  and  again.  At  the 
time  of  tiie  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  our  territory  wis  a  nar- 
row strip  along  the  Atlantic,  our  population  not  much  over  three  mil- 
lions. To-day  our  nation  spans  a  continent,  and  our  population  is  more 
than  seventy  millions.  Then  railroads  and  telegraphs  were  unknown. 
'.'"lieu  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  President  were  inconsiderable  ; 
now  he  dispenses  more  patronage  than  any  crowned  head  in  Europe. 
The  power  lo  Iged  in  liis  hands  is  enormous,  and  is  dangerous  to  libertv. 
It  is  impossible  for  him  to  discharge  his  constitutional  duties,  and  eonse- 
[u  nl  ;  the  appointing  power  is  exercisad  in  great  measure  by  corpora- 
tions, and  only  a  small  portion  by  the  President. 

Tli^  Alliance  lias  accomplished  great  good  in  North  Carolina.  It  has 
ever  been  the  friend  of  the  common  school.  The  Slate  Normal  and  In- 
dustrial College  for  young  women,  located  at  Greensboro,  and  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Mechanical  College,  at  Raleigh,  are  its  offspring.  Our  leg- 
islative representatives  have  always  been  friends  to  the  University,  and  to 
the  various  charitable  institutions  of  the  Sane.  The  rate  of  interest  has 
l>  -en  reduced  to  half  that  our  fathers  paid,  without  injury  to  the  State, 
but  greatly  to  its  advantage. 
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It  would  be  of  great  benefis  u>  our  membership  and  to  their  communi- 
ties, if,  at  their  monthly  meetings,  topics  pertaining  to  agriculture  were 
publicly  discussed.  The  condition  of  our  farms  is  deplorable.  We  are 
allowing  our  lands  to  wash  away.  The  continuous  cultivation  of  hoed 
crops  will  inevitably  b  ■  disastrous.  We  must  protect  our  fields  by  hill- 
side-ditches and  terraces,  It  is  a  cause  of  congratulation  that  necessity 
has  taught  our  people  more  thoroughly  than  precept  the  importance  of 
raising  their  own  home  supplies.   Our  people  are  becoming  self-sustaining. 

The  waste  of  money  in  the  purchase  of  commercial  fertilizers  is  im- 
mense. Ev<  □  when  these  guanos  are  as  guaranteed,  their  use  tends  to 
increase  the  area  of  cultivated  market  crops,  such  as  cotton,  tobacco  and 
peanuts,  to  the  neglect  of  food  crops.  But  in  my  opinion  all  the  manu- 
facturers of  guano,  owing  to  the  unwise  demand  for  a  low-priced  article, 
have  lowered  the  standard  of  their  goods. 

As  a  proof  of  this  in  my  own  experience  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco 
on  new  grounds,  no  better  results  are  obtained  now  by  the  use  of  six 
hundred  pounds  of  guano  tnan  were  several  years  ago  obtained  by  the 
use  of  three  hundred  pounds  of  the  same  brand  of  guano  ;  and  yet  the 
present  analysis  is  fully  up  to  the  average  standard.  Far  better  to  have 
the  intrinsic  value  of  our  guanos  increased  and  their  bulk  diminished. 
The  saving  in  freight  charges  would  be  one-half,  and  to  this  should  be 
added  the  cost  of  hauling  from  depot  to  the  farm.  The  use  of  "  fillers  '.' 
in  the  manufacture  of  guano  is  extensive.  Worthless  phosphates  and 
cheap  marl  are  most  commonly  used  as  fillers.  For  farmers  to  sell  their 
cotton  seed  at  eight  or  nine  dollars  a  ton,  and  buy  low  grade  guano  at 
$22  per  ton  is  ruinous.  Buy  high  grade  acid  phosphate  and  mix  in  proper 
proportions  with  cotton  seed  and  stable  manure.  Have  our  next  legisla- 
ture forbid  the  sale  of  guano  in  North  Carolina  below  a  given  standard. 
This  would  be  a  great  protection  to  your  interests. 

Another  matter  that  you  are  greatly  interested  in  is  the  condition  of 
your  county  roads.  Wake  and  Mecklenburg  counties  are  improving  their 
highways.  Your  convicts  should  be  employed  on  your  county  roads. 
While  it  is  absolutory  necessary  for  convicts  to  be  employed  upon  farms 
in  order  to  raise  food  for  their  support,  the  raising  of  cotton  is  as  much 
in  competition  with  honest  labor  as  the  manufacture  of  shoes. 

Your  Business  Agency  deserves  your  support.  Without  your  patronage 
it  cannot  prosper.  Its  existence  enables  you  to  buy  from  your  local  mer- 
chant at  Alliance  prices  for  the  cash.  There  is  no  objection  to  this  if 
you  deal  enough  with  your  Agency  to  keep  it  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
To  insure  this  support  and  your  own  protection,  you  should  consult  reg- 
ularly the  price-list  in  our  organ,  The  Progressive  Farmer.  Subscribe 
for  it,  and  if  possible  pay  for  it  in  advance. 

At  your  two  last  meetings  you  raised  your  voice  against  the  ninety-nine 
year  lease  of  the  North  Corolina  Railroad.  This  you  did  in  the  interest 
of  honest  government  in  North  Carolina.  The  mere  question  of  interest 
is  insignificant  compared  with  the  debauchery  of  your  citizens.  The  rate 
of  interest  paid  is  deceptive,  as  the  inyestment  in  the  building  of  the 
road  was  five  millions  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  private  stockholders, 
wdiile  onty  four  millions  of  bonds  were  issued. 

I  have  been  informed  that  between  #500,000  and  #1, 000,000  were  spent 
on  the  road,  thus  making  the  road  cost  at  least  $5,500,000. 

The  danger  to  the  State  from  that  octapus  of  monopyly,  the  Southern 
Railway,  is  extreme.  It  already  dominates  another  of  your  great  through 
lines,  and  the  Seaboard  Air  Fine  system  alone  prevents  your  being  at  the 
mercy  of  this  monster.  Equally  disastrous  to  your  interests  would  be  a 
monopoly  of  your  transportation  on  the  part  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Fine. 

The  question  of  the  lease  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  should  not 
be  looked  upon  as  a  fight  between  two  rival  railroads.     In  my  opinion, 
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the  Seaboard  Air  Line  fears  its  own  absorption  by  the  Southern.  Pre- 
vent by  legislation  the  consolidation  under  one  management  uf  these 
great  roads. 

It  is  a  calamity  to  the  Slate  that  our  railroad  magnates  cannot  see  that 
extortion  on  their  part  prevents  the  development  of  diversified  indus- 
tries and  their  own  enrichment  together  with  that  of  their  patrons. 

For  your  information  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  shoe  factory 
and  tannery,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  Manufacturing  Committee  and  Business  Agent. 

Upon  motion,  J.  F.  Click  was  admitted  as  delegate  from 
Catawba  count}',  as  no  credentials  were  sent. 

Report  of  Secretary -Treasurer  was  called  for  and  is  as 
follows : 

Dear  Brethren  : — A  year  ago  to-day  the  Alliance  of  North  Carolina 
was  occupying  an  unenviable  position,  a  position  it  seemed  to  me  for  be- 
coming the  mightiest  and  most'  beneficial  manufacturing  corporation  in 
the  South.  It  held  the  key-note  for  uniting  more  thoroughly  than  ever 
in  one  compact  body  the  farmers  and  laborers  for  protection  from  the  in- 
roads of  monopolies.  How  bright  and  hopeful  were  the  plans  laid  by 
your  Executive  Committee.  The  closing  of  the  factories,  the  backward 
step  taken  by  the  Alliance,  may  have  been  for  the  best  ;  some  of  our 
brethren  contend  that  all  that  could  have  been  done  was  done  to  keep  it 
running.  I  cannot  agree  with  them,  but  believe  the  Order  has  been  set 
back  so  far  it  will  take  years  to  recover  the  ground  we  were  occupying. 
I  regret  it  was  so,  but  it  cannot  now  be  helped,  and  I  urge  you  to  look 
forward  to  the  work  in  hand.  I  repeat  to  you  a  part  of  my  report  of  one 
year  ago  : 

The  establishment  of  these  headquarters  with  the  Tannery  and  Shoe 
Factor}'  by  your  Executive  Committee  will,  we  believe,  have  more  to  do 
with  breaking  down  prejudice  against  the  Order  and  rebuilding  the  organ- 
ization than  anything  that  could  have  been  done. 

Every  x\llianceman  will  be  interested  in  this  property  and  work  ;  and 
without  doubt,  help  sustain  them  and  push  them  forward. 

It  is  with  }'Ou  brethren  to  sa}-  whether  your  Alliance  shall  go  forward  in 
this  grand  stretch  for  freedom  or  not.  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  Alliance  shall  go  forward  and  your  place  become  the  mightiest  co- 
operative manufacturing  establishment  in  the  South.  Let  there  be  ao 
bickerings,  no  strife,  but  let  each  officer  and  delegate  do  his  utmost  to 
see  how  much  he  can  say  and  do  to  make  this  beginning  one  grand  final 
success.  Right  here  we  wish  to  say  that  a  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand.     Let  there  be  no  division  in  the  Alliance  work. 

We  hope  that  when  this  session  breaks  up  that  you  can  carry  a  mes- 
sage back  to  your  homes  that  will  lighten  every  Alliance  heart  in  the 
land.  Do  not  leave  here  till  you  put  the  Shoe  Factory  to  work  on  a  safe 
footing.  It  must  be  done,  or  the  consequences  that  may  befall  our  Order 
cannot  be  estimated.  The  following  is  report  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  the  past  year  : 

RECEIPTS. 

On  hand  August  6,  [896  .... 

From  fees  and  dues        .  . ..       .____...._. 

From  other  sources,  sale  of  hooks,  etc    - .. .. 


89 

35 

1.525 

52 

I  I 

40 

Total  I    1,526  2- 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

State  meeting,  1896 $  142  40 

Executive  Committee  for  past,  year .   24  25 

Printing 159  62 

Postage  and  office  expenses 99  85 

Fixing  hall  for  present  meeting 21  97 

On  salary  W.  S.  Barnes 893  34 

By  balance  on  hand 184  84 

Total $    1,526  27 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  BARNES,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

The  Business  Agent's  report  was  next  in  order,  and  is 
as  follows : 

HlLLSBORO,  N.  C,  August  9,  1897. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North 
Carolina  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that 
during  the  past  year  the  Business  Agency  has  in  many  respects  been 
highly  satisfactory. 

We  have  sold  more  goods  in  proportion  to  membership  than  has  been 
done  in  any  single  year  during  the  existence  of  the  Alliance,  We  have 
not  been  able  to  serve  all.  Many  have  desired  articles,  prices,  terms  and 
contracts  that  we  could  not  furnish.  Certainly  there  never  was  such 
diversity  of  wants  of  farmers  as  now.  But  a  few  hundred  brethren,  at 
least,  have  stood  by  the  Agency  as  faithful  sentinels,  giving  both  warn- 
ing and  support  ;  and  as  a  rule  those  brethren  who  have  patronized  the 
Agency  most  express  themselves  as  being  most  pleased.  The  volume  of 
our  business  has  not  been  so  great  as  last  year,  but  greater  than  the  year 
before,  and  we  have  conducted  it  with  less  expense  than  during  any 
former  year,  though  we  have  exceeded  in  our  expenses  limit  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  at  last  State  Alliance  confining  the  salaries  of  office  force  to 
$2,000. 

Bro.  W.  C.  Betts,  who  held  a  responsible  position,  was  retained  at  a 
salary  of  $600.  Bro.  W.  K.  Ragan,  who  has  helped  in  keeping  the  cash 
and  other  accounts,  and  in  correspondence,  was  employed  at  a  salary  of 
#298.66.  Our  former  book-keeper,  for  assistance  rendered  before  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  was  paid  $30.77.  The  premium  on  Busings 
Agent's  bond  cost  $100.  These  items,  making  an  excess  of  $223.93,  were 
permitted  by  }^our  Fxecutive  Committee  with  the  privilege  of  petitioning 
this  body  to  allow  the  amount,  which  I  now  most  respectfully  do. 

As  no  report  has  ever  been  made  to  this  bod}'  showing  total  receipts 
from  commissions  and  total  expenditures  of  the  office,  I  hereby  append  a 
tabulated  statement,  beginning  with  the  date  the  Agency  first  began  to 
receive  commissions,  and  extending  to  the  present  time.  The  figures  are 
as  follows  : 
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YEAR.  COMMISSIONS.  EXPENSES. 

1890-91'      $         I0,060    77  $  6,428    01 

i89i-'92 ' 7,82663  10,72785 

ti892->93 8,317  12  .' 5,507  89 

i8g3-'94 _ 2,897  87  5,634  67 

Fall  1894         991  08  1,805  47 

Spring  1895    3,01392  .__ 2,36620 

i895-'96 _ 8,36504  4.05563 

i896-'97 5,60037  3,19323 


Total  rece'ts  and  expen.,  $       4,972  79  $       39,717  95 

The  net  profits  of  the  Agency  during  this  period  have  been  $7,353.87, 
more  than  all  of  which  has  been  realized  during  the  last  two  and  a  half 
years.  With  these  facts  before  us,  it  is  easy  enough  to  take  a  hopeful  view 
of  the  work  of  this  department. 

In  justice  to  my  predecessor,  Bro.  W.  H.  Worth,  I  wish  to  state  that  in 
the  outset,  he  was  not  required  to  make  a  revenue  for  the  corporation,  but 
simply  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  his  office,  and  so  closely  did  he  figure 
that  during  his  period  of  receiving  commissions,  though  he  purchased, 
perhaps  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  worth  of  goods,  his  expenditures  ex- 
ceeded his  commissions  only  $10.42. 

(Let  me  at  this  point  correct  an  error  that  appeared  in  my  report  to 
you  a  year  ago.  It  was  then  stated  that  the  net  profits  of  the  Agency  for 
the  year  1 895-' 96  were  $5,504.65;  whereasa  "corrected  statement, "  coming 
in  later  from  the  Durham  Fertilizer  Compaii}',  reduced  the  amount  to 

$4,055-63.) 

While  the  Agency  has  met  with  much  success,  there  is  still  much  that 
it  may  accomplish.  If  the  Alliance  had  to-day  an  enthusiastic  member- 
ship of  60,000  to  100,000,  as  it  has  had  in  former  years,  it  would  be  no 
difficult  task  with  our  present  methods  of  business  for  the  Agency  to  clear 
annually  a  profit  of  $25,000  or  $50,000.  In  this  case  we  could  successfully 
operate  not  only  a  shoe  factor}-  and  a  tannery,  but  a  woolen  mill,  a  cot- 
ton mill,  a  hat  and  clothing  manufactory,  a  bank,  and  almost  any  other 
enterprise  that  might  suggest  itself  as  desirable  ;  and  we  would  find,  too, 
abundant  patronage  for  all  our  output.  The  Alliance  would  then  truly 
be  flourishing  like  "  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth 
forth  his  fruit  in  his  season,"  with  promise  of  life  and  prosperity. 

But  a  mistake  has  been  made.  Tpo  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the 
powers  of  the  Agency,  and  too  little  upon  the  office  and  duties  of  the 
Secretary.  If  the  Agency  is  the  "right  arm,"  as  it  has  been  so  often 
designated,  it  is  not  the  soul  and  breath  of  the  Alliance.  Let  me  beg  you 
not  to  minimize  this  feature.  Let  your  Secretary  be  the  lungs,  tlic  voice, 
o#  the  Alliance,  heard  and  heeded  throughout  the  State.  Without  organ- 
ization and  reorganization,  your  Agency,  will  soon  become  a  "back 
number,"  and  the  strong  right  arm  will'  wither  and  be  useless.  The 
benefits  of  the  Agency  are  not  a  cause,  but  a  result  of  organization. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  beg  you  also  to  give  your  next  Business  Agent 
efficient  help  in  his  office  and  require  him—at  least  permit  him — to  visit 
personally,  various  sections  of  the  State,  presenting  to  the  brethren 
the  importance  of  organization,  and  the  resulting  benefits  through  the 
Agency.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Tj  IVEV,  State  Business  Agent, 

N.  B. — We  attach  below  a  partial  list  of  articles  handled  by  the  Agency 
during  Hie  year  just  past  : 
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PARTIAL    LIST    OF     MERCHANDISE    HANDLED     BY    THE 
AGENCY  FROM    AUG.    I,    1 896,  TO    AUG.    I,    1 897. 


Bacon 

Lard . 

Rice  and  Hominy __ 

Bran 

Pepper  and  Spice 

Tobacco  (plug) 

Barbed  Wire 

Flour 

Sugar 

Molasses 

Fish 

Oil 

Potatoes  

Lime 

Corn  __" 

Peas 

Wheat 

Rye 

Oats 

Clover 

Grass  Seed 


3,900  pounds 
2,970 

2,230         "   • 
22,000         " 

835         " 
205 
3,100 

90  barrels 
101  " 

30 

24 

22         •' 

42 

61 
135  bushels 

36         " 

26 

30 

330 
105 
121         " 


Coffee 37 

Salt 72 

Guano 5>942 


Soda 
Nails  . . 

Harness 

Cane  Mills 

Farm  Bells 

Plows . 

Cotton  and  Corn 

Planters  

Corn  Shellers 

Feed  Cutters 

Harrows 

Wagons 

Buggies 

Road  Carts 

Stoves 

Sewing    Machines. 
Onjans 


61 
So 
11 
4 
15 
25 

7 
4 
11 

5 
33 
13 

2 

29 

150 

S 


bags 
bags 
tons 
kegs 
kegs 
sets 


MISCELLANEOUS   ARTICLES. 

Dry  goods,  furniture,  repairs  of  various  kinds,  fence  wire  netting,  roof- 
ing, plow  bolts,  chains,  plow  castings,  shovels,  hoes,  pitchforks,  horse 
and  mule  shoes,  axes,  sprayers,  buggy,  wagon  and  cart  wheels,  fruit  jars, 
paints,  windows,  doors,  etc.,  etc. 

T.  IVEY,  State  Business  Agent. 

The  Trustees  report  was  next  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEE  OF  BUSINESS  AGENCY  FUND, 
AUGUST  1,   1897. 


1897. 

Aug.  1 .  Fund  

as  follows  : 

N.  C.  4  per  cent.  Bonds 

Loans 

Cash 


%      11,694  88 


1      ",350  00 

180  00 

164  88 

$     11,694  88 
There  is  a  debt  of  $3,000  in  the  Citizens 
Nat.  Bank,  Raleigh,   N.   C,  against 
the  $4,000  bonds  deposited  to  secure 
overdrafts  of  State  Business  Agent $       3,000  00 


1896. 


Unincumbered  Fund $       8,694  00 


Aug.  24  Sold  by  order  of  Executive  Committee 
$3,000  N.  C.  4's  at  99,  and  paid  the 
proceeds  to  State  Business  Agent  to 
settle  accounts I 


3,000  00 
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Dec.  12  Sold  by  order  of  Executive  Committee 
$15,000  N.  C.  4's  at  5102.75,  and  paid 
note  and  accounts  of  S.  B.  Agent  to 
Citizens  Nat.  Bank,  Raleigh,  N.  C,        15,000  00 


$      iS,ooo  00 

Principal  reduced  this  year $      18,000  00 

August  20.  Deposited  in  additional  $1,000  bond  in  Citizens  National 
Bank,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  to  secure  overdrafts  of  State  Business  Agent. 

Earnings  of  the  Fund. 

1896. 

Aug.        1 .  Balance  on  hand $  639  00 

Dec.       12.  Premium  on$i5,ooobonds  at  $102.75,  412  50 

1897. 
Jan.  1.  Coupons  on  $10,850  bonds  @  2  per 

cent 217  00 

July         1.  Coupons  on  $10,850  bonds  @  2  per 

cent 217  00 

April        1 .  Interest  on  $500  8  months  @  6  per 

cent 20  00 

July  1.  Interest  on  $iSo  one  year $  1080 

$  •     1,516  30 
Expenses. 

Trustees  salary $  700  00 

Legal  advice 55  00 

Traveling  expenses 4505 

Postage  and  stationery 9  50 

Premium  on  $500  bond  @  4  per  cent.  20  00 

Express  on  bond  to  Raleigh 75 

$  830  30 

July  8,  1896.  Purchased  a  $500  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bond  for  $520. 
Bro.  T.   Ivey,   State    Business    Agent,    has   delivered   a   statement   of 

amounts  which  are  due  by  various  parties  to  his   predecessor,   W.   H. 

Worth,  and  which  he  has  been  unable  to  collect,  and  considers  worthless. 
These  accounts  were  carried  on  a  note  in  bank  at  6  per  cent,  interest 

for  some  time. 

The  accounts  aggregate $    5,352  26 

Estimated  interest  paid 687  74 

$     6,000  00 

The  payment  of  this  has  been  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

I  have  paid  for  accounts  of  State  Business  Agent,  approved  by  Ex- 
ecutive Committee $  18,000  00 

Deduct  Worth's  account 6,00000 

Leaves $  12,00000 

due  the  Fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  property  near  Hillsboro. 

When  I  paid  the  $15,000  it  was  agreed  by  the  Executive  Csmmittee, 
and  an  order  entered  on  their  minutes,  that  a  mortgage  on  the  realty  aod 
machinery  purchased  should  be  given  the  Trustee  to  secure  the  Fund 
for  the  money  spent.     The  notes  were  being  earned  by  compounding  the 
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interest  every  ninety  days,  amounting  to  about  #1,000  per  annum.  The 
property  might  not  be  worth  the  debt,  but  I  would  not  destroy  the  Fund 
by  compound  interest.  The  law  seems  to  be  that  a  legal  mortgage  must 
be  executed  by  the  President  and  vSecretary  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of 
the  corporation,  consequently  the  Executive  Committee  cannot  execute 
a  valid  mortgage. 

1  hope  the  Alliance  will  carefully  consider  the  matter,  determine  what 
is  due  the  Fund,  and  order  such  mortgage  or  other  instrument  as  will 
secure  the  Fund  executed.  I  further  recommend  that  the  State  Business 
Agent  be  directed  to  pay  the  interest  necessary  to  carry  the  debt  secured 
by  the  $4,000  bonds  deposited  in  bank,  aud  to  pay  off  this  debt  with  pro- 
ceeds of  his  office. 

The  receipts  of  the  Fund  should  be  used  to  reimburse  the  principal,  as 
heretofore,  except  what  is  required  for  legitimate  expenses. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  Alliance  or  Executive  Committee  to  use  the 
Fund  otherwise  than  for  purposes  for  which  it  was  contributed,  I  beg  to 
call  attention  to  the  Bulding  Agency  Fund  Article  in  the  Constitution  ; 
the  action  of  the  State  Alliance  at  Asheville  in  1890,  and  Greensboro  in 
1893  (when  perhaps  a  majoritjr  of  the  contributors  were  still  active  mem- 
bers of  the  order )  and  to  the  three  circulars  issued  by  the  Trustee  and 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  induce  members  to  contribute. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

August  1,  /S97.  W.  A.  GRAHAM,    Trustee. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Worth  was  permitted  to  make  a  statement 
in  regard  to  old  accounts  unpaid  when  he  went  out  of 
office  as  State  Business  Agent. 

Resolution  No.  1,  introduced  by  J.  M.  Hoyle,  of  Cleve- 
land county.  The  purport  of  the  resolution  was  to  dis- 
pense with  office  of  Trustee.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  but  an  amendment  was 
offered  and  accepted  to  make  the  hours  of  the  session  9 
a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.  ;  from  3  p.  m.  to  6  p.  m.  ;  meet  at  8  p.  m. 
and  adjourn  at  will  of  Alliance.  Session  adjourned  at  8 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Night  Session. 

The  President  called  the  Alliance  to  order  promptly  at 
8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  President  asked  that  a  Vice-President  be  elected 
temporarily.  Brothers  J.  H.  Mewborne  and  W.  H.  Davis' 
names  were  placed  in  nomination.  Bro.  Davis  was  elected 
Vice-President  pro  tern. 

The  following  committees  w^re  announced  by  the  Pres- 
dent : 

Committee  on  Manufacturing- — J.  W.  Denmark,  Chair- 
man; W.  W.  Drew,  W.  P.  McLain,  T.  J.  Oldham,  J.  S. 
Pattison,  R.  H.  Lane,  John  W.  Aldridge,  W.  T.  Barrow, 
J.  F.  Horney,  D.  T.  Britt. 
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Committee  on  Business  Agency — W.  E.  Bowers,  Chair- 
man ;  Z.  P.  Davis,  Erwin  Pritchard,  M.  A.  Stirewalt,  L.  E. 
Tyler,  L.  G.  Cathey,  Gibson  Gerald,  S.  H.  Tyson,  J.  L. 
Stafford,  J.  M.  D.  Lang-ley,  J.  B.  Alexander,  A.  J.  Move, 
C.  C.  McLellan,  A.  J.  Pringle. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-La 'ws — W.  S.  Mercer, 
Chairman ;  Henry  Wyche,  J.  F.  Wallace,  J.  H.  Mewborne, 
W.  F.  Pritchard,  W.  N.  Barber,  I.  C.  Lashley,  D.  A.  Long, 
T.  Q.  Copeland. 

Committee  on  Publication — J.  F.  Click,  Chairman  ;  J.  R. 
Sossaman,  S.  T.  Flake. 

Committee  on  Lecturing — J.  E.  Eaton,  Chairman ;  W.  B. 
Brickhonse,  C.  J.  Denson,  C.  McG.  Dnnn,  J.  R.  Smith. 

Committee  on  Demajids  and  Resolutions — T.  N.  Pfaff, 
Chairman  ;  J.  M.  Hoyle,  Dr.  V.  N.  Sewell,  A.  J.  Long,  W. 
H.  Davis,  W.  D.  Blalock,  R.  B.  Lineberry. 

A  call  was  made  for  the  Lecturers  report,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Officers  and  Members   of  the   North    Carolina   Farmers1    State 
Alliance  : 
Brethren  : — In  obedience  to  regular  custom  I  hereby  submit  my  an- 
nual report  as  State  Lecturer.     For  two  years  I  have  filled  this  honorable 
position — that  is,  I  have  been  a  figure-head — for  there  has  been  but  little 
work  done  in  that  line,   owing  to   conditions   with  which  you  are  ac- 
quinted.     The  lecture  system  has  for  the  time  spoken  of  been  absolutelv 
imperative,  but  I  have  met  with  several  County   Alliances  during  that 
time,  but  no  active  campaign  has  been  carried  on.     Hence,  I  have  no 
regular  report  to  make.     I  would  suggest,  however,  that  you  adopt  some 
plan  to  get  your  State  Lecturer,  whoever  lie  may  be,  at  work.     I  believe 
that  much  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  is  owing  to  the  want  of  work 
along  this  line.     Thanking  you  for  electing  me  to  the  office,  I  am, 
Respectfully, 

J.  T.  B.  HOOVER,  State  Lecturer. 

Per  motion,  the  reports  of  officers  were  referred  to  ap 
propriate  committees. 

Resolution  by  Bro.  W.  A.  Graham,  No.  2,  was  intro- 
duced, and  upon  suspension  of  rules,  was  adopted  without 
reference  to  committee.     It  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  directed  to  retain  the 
amounts  due  as  National  dues  in  the  State  Alliance  Treasury  to  be  used 
as  other  moneys  in  his  hands.         » 

Resolution  No.  3,  introduced  by  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  upon 
suspension  of  rules,  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  make  and 
transmit  a  pass-word  to  the  various  County  Alliances  of  the  State  until 
further  orders  by  the  State  Alliance. 
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The  Executive  Committee  made  report  through  its  chair- 
man, A.  F.  Hileman,  and  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren  : — Your  Executive  Committee  re- 
spectfully beg  leave  to  report  :  That  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  find  them  correct.  The  receipts  of  the  office  are 
not  sufficient  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses,  and  there  is  a  constantly 
increasing  indebtedness  of  the  same.    (See  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer). 

The  books  of  the  State  Business  Agent  have  been  partially  examined 
for  the  past  year,  and  we  are  informed  by  Bro.  Ivey  that  we  can  again  re- 
port a  small  profit  gained  through  its  operations  during  the  past  year. 
(For  further  information  in  regard  to  Business  Agency  see  report  and 
statement  of  T.  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent. ) 

Your  committe  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Busi- 
ness Agency  Fund,  and  find  the  same  correct  as  to  amount  and  invest- 
ment of  same.     (See  report  of  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee). 

We  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  Section  B,  Article  14,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  has  not  been  complied  with  for  some  years,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  letter  of  the  law  be  complied  with  by  the  Trustee  of  the 
Business  Agency  Fund. 

The  Fund  on  hand  has  been  reduced  since  the  last  report,  it  having 
been  paid  out  on  contracts  made  by  our  Business  Agent.  Your  committee 
recommend  that  a  mortgage  on  so  much  of  property  be  given  to  the 
Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund  as  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

'Brothers  John  Graham  and  \V.  B.  Fleming  were  elected  as  a  Sub- 
Committee  to  direct  and  control  the  manufacturing  enterprises  for  the 
year  ending  July  31,  1897,  who  will  make  their  report  to  your  honorable 
body  upon  the  work  committed  to  their  care  and  management. 

By  reference  to  our  minutes,  August  18,  189S,  our  agreement  with  Bro. 
T.  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent,  was  as  follows  :  That  the  entire  expense 
for  salary  of  State  Business  Agent  clerks  and  cost  of  bond  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  dollars.  This  limitation  of  expense  shall  not  debar 
the  State  Business  Agent  from  petitioning  the  State  Farmers'  Alliance 
for  clerk  hire  in  case  of  increase  of  business  beyond  the  present  expecta- 
tion. We  find  in  the  State  Business  Agent's  report  that  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty -one  dollars  and  forty -three  cents  has 
been  thus  expended. 

Resolutions  submitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  by  last  State  Alli- 
ance will  be  submitted  later  during  the  session. 

Respectfullv  submitted,  A.  F.  HILEMAN, 

J.  M.  MEWBORNE, 
J.   E.   PERSON, 
W.  B.  FLEMING, 
.      JOHN  GRAHAM. 

The  Sub-Committee  of  Executive  Committee  on  Manu- 
facturing made  their  report  through  President  Graham, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Dear  Brethren  . — At  your  last  meeting  you  added  the  undersigned 
to  the  Executive  Committee  increasing  its  membership  to  five  instead  of 
three.  The  Executive  Committee  of  five  appointed  the  undersigned  a 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  It  was  not  our  understanding  that  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  Executive  Committee  were  transferred  to  the  Manu- 
facturing Committee.  The  reasons  given  for  the  creation  of  this  com- 
mittee were,  that  its  two  members  were  citizens  of  the  same  village,  and 
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that  they  could  consult  in  reference  to  any  matter  that  the  managers  of 
the  Shoe  Factory  and  Tannery  might  wish  to  submit  to  them.  If  the 
matter  was  trivial,  they  were  authorized  to  act,  but  they  were  empowered 
to  cqnsult  the  other  members  of  the  committee  by  letter,  or  at  their  dis- 
cretion to  have  the  chairman  call  the  full  committee  together  at  Hillsboro. 

Pardon  the  recalling  of  unpleasant  memories,  but  justice  to  ourselves 
compels  it.  When  at  the  last  meeting  of  this  body  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  through  its  chairman,  W.  B.  Fleming,  recommended  to 
the  Alliance  that  ten  thousand  dollars  in  North  Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds 
be  retained  by  the  Trustee  unincumbered  in  case  of  disaster  to  our  man- 
ufacturing enterprises,  your  Business  Agent  said  that  the  adoption  of  the 
recommendation  would  seriously  embarrass  the  Agency,  as  it  was  owing 
money.  On  being  asked  if  two  thousand  dollars  would  cover  all  out- 
standing obligations  on  the  part  of  the  Agency,  he  said  he  thought  it 
would.  A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  by  substituting  eight  thousand  for  ten  thousand, 
and  as  amended  the  report  was  adopted.  Bro.  M.  L.  Wood,  of  Bertie, 
had  offered  a  resolution  authorizing  the  mortgaging  of  the  property  at 
Hillsboro  to  put  the  Shoe  Factory  at  work.  This  resolution  was  adopted. 
During  the  morning  session  of  the  Alliance  on  the  day  of  final  adjourn- 
ment, the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Trustee  met  together,  and  it  was 
decided  that  $2,500  would  be  sufficient  to  put  the  factor}-  in  operation. 
It  was  thought  best  to  have  the  report  of  the  Manufacturing  Committee 
further  amended  by  substituting  seven  thousand  for  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars of  unincumbered  reserve.  This  was  done.  The  Trustee  was  re- 
quested to  write  to  such  parties  as  he  thought  advisable,  to  borrow  the 
additional  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

After  the  adjournment-of  the  Alliance  the  Executive  Committee  con- 
tinued in  session,  and  among  other  things  appointed  the  Manufacturing 
Committee  of  the  undersigned  as  above  mentioned. 

During  the  afternoon  and  night  the  Executive  Committee  conferred 
with  Mr.  R.  Brockett,  from  whom  the  plant  had  been  purchased,  and 
who  was  acting  as  General  Manager.  It  was  found  out  that  with  the  ope- 
ratives then  in  his  employ  that  he  could  not  complete  in  a  workman-like 
style  a  single  pair  of  shoes,  nor  did  he  know  where  he  could  have  the  ad- 
ditional necessary  workmen.  On  further  inquiry  he  stated  that  if  the 
Executive  Committee  hired  additional  workmen  and  bought  sufficient 
material  to  complete  four  thousand  pairs  of  shoes  that  it  would  be  at  a 
loss.  The  committee  were  now  in  possession  of  the  facts  that  the  Busi- 
ness Agent  was  in  great  straights,  that  he  had  drawn  on  the  cashier  of 
the  Citizen's  National  Bank  for  all  the  sixteen  thousand  dollars  of  North 
Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds,  and  that  he  had  overdrawn  on  the  margin  of 
two  thousand  of  bonds  to  the  limit  allowed  by  the  bank  officials.  The 
committee  likewise  found  out  that  the  Business  Agent  was  mistaken  in 
reference  to  outstanding  liabilities,  and  that  they  amounted,  by  a  state- 
ment rendered,  to  about  three  thousand  dollars.  Realizing  the  impossi- 
bility of  running  the  Shoe  Factory  without  money,  knowing  the  strin- 
gency of  the  money  market,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  borrowing  money 
even  with  the  best  security,  fearing  that  some  one  hostile  to  the  Alliance 
might  throw  us  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  ;  accepting  as  correct  the 
statement  of  the  Business  Agent  that  the  Agency  had  cleared  in  eight 
months  six  thousand  dollars,  and  that  he  had  paid  #5,504.65  of  his  prede- 
cessor's indebtedness,  believing  it  unwise  to  jeopardise  a  business  of  as 
great  benefit  to  the  brotherhood  by  undertaking  an  enterprise  risky  in  its 
nature,  even  in  less  panicky  times,  the  undersigned  recommended  to  the 
Executive  Committee  to  suspend  the  Shoe  Factory  and  pay  off  the  ope- 
ratives. This  was  done,  and  committee  adjourned  temporarily  on  ac- 
count of  two  of  its  members  being  the  representatives  of  their  county  at. 
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the  State  Convention  of  their  political  party ,"a  trust  accepted  on  their  part 
before  being  made  members  of  your  Executive  Committee. 

Onthereturnofthe.se  two  brethren  the  Executive  Committee  again 
eovened,  and  in  response  to  letters  and  telegrams  your  Trustee,  Bro.  \V. 
A.  Graham,  returned  10  Ilillsboro. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  R.  Brockett  had  entered  suit  for  something  over 
$800  due  his  company  on  account  of  machinery, 

On  being  informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs  Bro.  Graham  authorized 
the  borrowing  of  three  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  off  all  the  liabilities  of 
the  Business  Agent,  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  present 
agreeing  to  give  him  a  mortgage  on  the  property  bought  to  secure  him- 
self and  bondsmen  against  any  liability,  save  upon  the  machinery.  Owing 
to  the  papers  drawn  not  being  satisfactory  the  mortgage  has  not  been 
given.  A  new  mortgage,  however,  perfectly  safe  and  satisfactory,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  has  been  drawn  ancbawaits  your  signature. 
For  the  protection  of  Bro.  Graham  and  his  successors  in  office,  it  would 
be  well  for  your  body  to  direct  the  Executive  Committee  to  carry  out  in 
good  faith  their  agreement. 

Owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  money  market  it  was  imposii- 
ble  to  borrow  three  thousand  dollars  on  the  three  thousand  of  North 
Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds  sent  from  Charlotte  to  Raleigh  by  Bro.  W.  A. 
Graham,  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  assumed  the  author- 
ity of  ordering  their  sale  at  the  highest  price  attainable.  This  was  done, 
and  the  proceeds  put  to  Bro.  Ive3',  our  Business  Agent's  credit. 

Mr.  R.  Brockett  had  been  authorized  to  make  purchases  for  the  Shoe 
Factory,  and  his  bills  continued  to  be  forwarded  for  settlement,  necessi- 
tating the  calling  upon  Bro.  Graham,  our  Trustee,  for  another  thousand 
dollars  in  bonds.  He  responded  promptly  to  the  demand.  Thus  the 
great  danger  of  bankruptcy  has  been  averted. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Barnes,  on  his  own  private  responsibility,  about  the  time 
of  settlement  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Business  ji.gent,  requested  the 
Manufacturing  Committee  to  allow  him  the  use  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  wood,  amounting  to  $150,  to  put  into  operation  the  Tannery. 
The  Committee  agreed,  expressly  stipulating  that  under  no  circumstances 
should  the  Alliance  be  held  responsible  for  any  losses,  nor  should  he 
call  upon  the  Business  Agent  for  pecuniary  aid.  The  terms  were  ac- 
cepted, and  Bro.  Barnes  contracted  on  account  of  purchase  of  hides,  bark 
extracts  and  labor  on  individual  debt  of  nearly  $700.  At  a  called  meet- 
ing of  the  Executive  Committee  only  the  Manufacturing  Committee  at- 
tended, sickness  in  their  families  preventing  the  attendance  of  the  other 
members.  At  this  meeting  Bro.  Barnes  was  allowed  the  use  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  millet  and  other  farm  products  to  reimburse 
him  until  he  could  sell  his  leather.  He  was  also  allowed  credit  for  any 
permanent  improvements  that  he  had  made  at  the  Tannery.  At  this 
meeting,  at  the  request  of  Bro.  Barnes,  the  Business  Agent  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  Tannery,  and  was  directed  to  pay  over  to  Bro.  Barnes  only 
b  ilance  due  from  the  sale  of  his  leather  then  on  the  market  or  in  the 
vats.  The  Business  Agent  was  further  directed  that  in  his  administration 
of  the  Tannery  that  under  no  circumstances  should  he  invest  more  than 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  that  at  the  end  of  sixty  days  he  should  balance 
his  Tannery  account.  If  there  was  a  loss  he  should  stop  ;  if  a  profit  he 
could  reinvest.  The  limit  of  sixty  days  was  twice  the  time  the  Tannery 
expert  required  to  tan  the  heaviest  hides. 

The  Business  Agent  will  furnish  you  with  a  statement  of  his  operations 
in  conducting  the  Tannery. 

It  has  always  been  the  earnest  desire  of  your  committee  to  operate  the 
Shoe  Factory.  They  have  always  been  willing  to  risk  the  entire  Fund 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustee,  or  in  the  hands   of  the  Business  Agent,  save 
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the  seven  thousand  dollars  reserved  by  you  as  a  basis  of  credit  for  your 
Business  Agent  in  the  event  of  disaster  to  your  manufacturing  enterprise. 
Your  Committee  on  Manufactures  take  accasion  to  say  here  that  they 
have'fiever  considered  their  appointment  as  additional  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  as  in  any  way  intended  to  reflect  upon  their 
brother  committeemen.  The  past  life  of  these  brethren  is  proof  positive 
of  their  devotion  to  the  order.  Their  integrity  of  character  needs  no 
vindication.  In  their  judgment  they  did  what  they  considered  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  order,  and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  their 
brethren.  Untrammelled  they  might  have  made  a  glorious  success,  or 
they  might  have  made  a  disastrous  failure.  The  adoption  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Manufacturing  Committee,  setting  aside  seven  thou- 
sand out  of  thirty  thousand  of  your  Agency  Fund  as  a  reserve  in  case  of 
disaster,  necessitated  the  suspension  of  operations  until  such  time  as  by 
private  subscriptions,  or  the  profits  of  the  Business  Agency,  or  by  bor- 
rowing money  on  our  real  estate  other  funds  could  be  raised.  A  state- 
ment authorized  by  this  committee  that  five  thousand  dollars  in  cash 
now  in  sight  to  operate  your  factory  was  based  upon  the  statement  of 
your  Business  Agent  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  by  letter,  that  in 
his  opinion  the  profits  on  commissions  on  the  sale  of  guano  for 
the  year  i896-'97  would  amount  to  six  thousand  dollars.  The  amount,  as 
since  reported,  is  nearly  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  less,  subject  to  de- 
ductions on  account  of  error  in  last  year's  settlement  of  the  twelve  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

Respectfnllv  submitted,  JOHN  CxRAHAM, 

W.   B.  FLEMING. 

A  complaint  of  tan  yard  as  a  nuisance,  made  by  a  neigh- 
bor, Mr.  Eaton,  was  read,  and  upon  motion,  the  President 
appointed  the  following  special  committee  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Eaton.  Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  J.  B.  Alexander  and  V.  N. 
Seawell. 

Motion  made  to  adjourn  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  was 
carried. 


SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Tuesday,  x\ugust  11,  1897. 

President  Graham  called  the  xMliance  to  order  promptly 
at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  The  house  was  purged,  prayer  offered, 
and  the  minutes  read  of  yesterday. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  con- 
dense the  proceedings  of  State  Alliance,  and  leave  out  any 
trivial  matter  that  the  public  should  not  know. 

A  motion  was  made  to  give  the  Trustee  of  Business 
Agency  Fund  a  mortgage  on  property,  which  is  embraced 
in  resolution  No.  4,  by  Bro.  Hoover.  An  amendment  was 
offered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Moye,  which  was  defeated.  The  vote 
then  came  up  on  resolution  No.  4.  Mr.  Moye  called  for 
an  aye  and  no  vote.  The  resolution  was  carried,  and  is  as 
follows: 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  chair, 

whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  adjust  the  amount  due  by  the  State  Alliance  to 
the  Fund,  and  that  the  President  an  1  Secretary  shall  give  to  the  Trustee 
of  Business  Agency  Fund  a  deed  of  trust  for  the  amount  not  exceeding 
$12,000.     That  the  interest  shall  he  paid  annually  January  ist. 

The  vote  stood  by  counties,  delegates  voting,  as  follows: 

Avks — Alamance  i,  Anson  i,  Vance  i,  Brunswick  i, 
Columbus  i,  Moore  i,  Pitt  i,  Wake  i,  Martin  i,  Davidson 
i,  Guilford  i,  Lenoir  i,  Mecklenburg  i,  Bertie  i,  Pamlico 
i,  Catawba  i,  Hertford  i,  Gaston  i,  Carteret  i,  Washing- 
ton i,  Johnston  i,  Edgecombe  i,  Franklin  i,  Halifax  i, 
Forsyth  i,  Wilson  i,  Pasquotank  i,  Cabarrus  i,  Jackson 
i,  Chatham  i,  Nash  i,  Warren  i,  Rockingham  i;  Duplin 
i,  Cumberland  i — 35. 

Noes — Beaufort  i,  Tyrrell  1,  Robeson  1,  Rowan  \ 
Orange  1,  Stokes  1,  Wayne  1,  Randolph  1,  Currituck  1, 
Cleveland  1 — 10. 

The  cause  of  this  committee  being  appointed  was  a  state- 
ment made  per  Bro.  A.  F.  Hileman  that  the  State  Alliance 
was  not  due  Bro.  Graham  the  full  amount  of  $12,000;  that 
there  were  amounts  paid  by  receipts  from  Business  xAgency 
that  properly  should  be  charged  to  Fund,  etc. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Moye  moved  to  lodge  a  motion  for  further 
consideration  of  resolution  No.  4. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Haleman  made  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
then  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table.     It  was  carried. 

Bro.  Moye  having  voted  "  A  "  upon  the  resolution  No. 
4,  asked  permission  to  change  to  "No.'1  It  was  granted 
by  the  body. 

Bro.  Ivey  asked  permission  to  file  a  supplemental  report, 
which  was  granted,  and  is  made  a  part  of  his  report. 

Resolution  No.  5,  by  Bro.  Pringle,  was  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Business  Agency. 

Special  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  com- 
plaints of  Mr.  Eaton  in  regard  to  tanyard  made  its  report. 
The  report  was  received  and  recommendation  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

We,  your  special  committee,  appointed  to  investigate  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  M.  D.  Eaton,  in  regard  to  the  tanyard  being  a  nuisance,  beg  leave  to 
report :  We  have  visited  and  reviewed  the  premises,  and  had  Mr.  Eaton 
before  us,  and  heard  his  complaints. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Eaton  is  not  well 
founded,  and  is  not  entitled  to  any  damages. 

Respectfully  submitted",  J    E.   PERSON, 

(Signed)         J.   B.  ALEXANDER, 
V.  N.  SEAWELL. 
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The  committee  was  discharged. 

Brothers  Lyon,  Moye,  Bowers  and  Massey  asked  to  be 
excused  from  the  remaining  session  of  the  body.     Granted. 

Brother  J.  M.  Mewboorne  tendered  his  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  a  very  feeling 
speech,  saying  he  did  so  becaiise  he  had  been  made  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  and  had  accepted,  and  his  time 
and  services  belonged  to  the  State,  and  he  could  not  give 
the  attention  to  executive  work  as  was  needed.  He  placed 
with  the  Secretary-Treasurer  twenty  dollars  for  the  Shoe 
Factory  Fund,  and  said  he  would  give  the  remainder  of  a 
hundred  when  the  Shoe  Factory  should  be  put  in  opera- 
tion.     His  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Lecturing  was  read  and 
received. 

It  being  the  hour  for  dinner,  a  motion  to  adjourn  till  3 
o'clock  p.  M.  was  carried. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  3  p.  M.,  by  President 
Graham. 

Committee  on  Resolutions,  W.  H.  Davis,  chairman,  made 
a  report. 

Resolution  No.  6,  by  W.  H.  Davis,  was  placed  on  the 
calendar. 

Resolution  No.  7,  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Davis,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

President  Graham  stated  that  a  gentleman  was  on  the 
grounds  who  desired  to  take  the  picture  of  officers  and  del- 
egates of  the  State  Alliance. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  till  8  o'clock  p.  M.,  so  as 
to  permit  the  committees  to  finish  up  their  work,  after  the 
photographer  was  through.      Carried. 

Night  Session. 

President  Graham  called  the  Alliance  to  order  promptly 
at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported. 
They  recommended  that  resolution  No.  7  do  not  pass. 

Upon  motion  the  resolution  was  tabled. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  was  read 
and  placed  on  calendar  to  be  taken  up  at  any  time  desired. 
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Committee  on  Business  Agency  reported  unfavorably 
upon  resolution  No.  6.  It  was  left  on  table  for  further 
consideration. 

Resolution  No.  5  reported  favorably  and  put  on  file. 

The  Executive  Committee,  through  its  chairman,  A.  F. 
Hileman,  made  the  following  report: 

Your  Executive  Committe  beg  leave  to  report  :  That  the  resolutions 
submitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  their  consideration  by  the 
State  Alliance  last  August,  are  of  no  importance,  and  requires'no  action, 
as  the  manufacturing  enterprises  were  not  operated. 

(Signed)     A.   F.  HILEMAN,  for  Committee . 

Special  committee,  appointed  to  adjust  the  amount  due 
from  the  State  Alliance  to  the  Trustee  of  Business  Agency 
Fund,  made  its  report  through  its  chairman,  A.  F.  Hile- 
man, was  accepted,  and  upon  suspension  of  rules  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  t/ie  North  Carolina  Farmers"  State  Alliance : 

We,  the  undersigned,  Special  Committee,  appointed  by  your  honorable 
bod}-  to  adjust  the  amount  due  by  the  State  Alliance  to  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

July  31,  1891,  surplus  earnings  of  Fund $  525  co 

July  31,  1S91,  4  per  cent,  interest  on  same  till  July  31,  i8q7__       78  00 
July  31,  1892,  1893,  1894  and  1895,  surplus  applied  to  payment 
of  $1,220  borrowed  from  Fund  by  State  Alliance  under  res- 
olution of  session  1892,  (page  30  of  minutes). 

July  31,  1897,  to  surplus  earnings  of  Fund 680  00 

July  31.  1893,  to  amount  paid  attorneys'   fees  to  protect  Alli- 
ance charter .     558  55 

July  31,  1893,  to  6  per  cent,  interest  on  same  to  July  31,  '97__     134  05 

Total $1,781   60 

This  is  a  charge  against   the    Business  Agency  Fund,   and    should  be 
taken  from  the  $1 2,000  which  the  Trustee  has  paid  for  State  Alliance, 
which   would  leave  a  balance  of   $10,218.40   due   the  Business  Agency 
Fund. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.   F.  HILEMAN, 
(Signed)         W.  B.   FLEMING, 
J.  C.  LASLEV. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustee  be  instructed  to  credit  the  amount  due  by 
the  State  Business  Agency  with  $1,781.60,  as  reported  above. 

Committee  on  Business  x\gency  made  recommendation. 
The  report  was  taken  up  by  sections. 

Section  1  was  not  sustained,  but  T.  Ivey's  petition 
granted. 
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Section  2  was  taken  np,  and  an  amendment  was  offered, 
when  a  substitute  was  offered  by  Bro.  Lineberry,  of  Chat- 
ham, which  was  carried,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  Art.  X,  Sec.  2,  be  amended  as  follows  :  "Striking  out 
#1,000  and  inserting  $500"  ;  and  Art.  VII,  Sec.  3,  after  the  word  salary, 
add,   "'  at  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $i,oco  per  annum." 

Motion  was  made  to  limit  time  of  speaking  to  five 
minutes.'  Amended  and  carried  to  limit  speeches  to  two 
minutes. 

Third  section  of  Committee  on  Business  Agent's  report 
was  passed  as  follows: 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  act  with  the 
State  Business  Agent  in  making  fertilizer  contracts,  and  that  the  same  he 
sold  to  members  of  the  Alliance  at  a  uniform  price. 

Motion  made  to  adjourn  till  the  regular  morning  hour 
of  the  1 2th,  passed. 


THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  August  12,  1897. 

The  President  opened  the  session  promptly  at  9  o'clock. 
Prayer  by  Bro.  Hoover,  State  Lecturer. 

Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  statement  was  read  by  Bro.  Alexander  in  regard  to 
the  President's  salary  not  being  paid. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  last  night 
on  section  1  of  Recommendations  of  Business  Agency  Com- 
mittee. The  motion  was  carried  and  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  sustained. 

The  Manufacturing  Committee,  J.  W.  Denmark  chair- 
man, made  its  report,  to  which  Bro.  John  Graham  offered 
an  amendment.  The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the 
chairman,  and  the  report  as  amended  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Manufacturing  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 
WHEREAS,  The  per  capita  cost  of  shoes  used  in  the  United  States  is, 
as  per  census  reports,  #3.58  per  year,  which  would  make  the  proportion 
for  North  Carolina's  1,700,000  population  aggregate  more  than  #6,000,000 
per  year,  an  amount  larger  than  the  total  actual  cash  circulating  medium 
in  the  State;  and, 

WhkreaS,  These  figures  cover  only  the  factory  price  of  the  product, 
which  is  not  more  tha,n  50  per  cent,  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  shoes  to  our 
consumers;  and, 


North   Carolina   Farmers"  State  Allitncr.  23 

Whereas,  The  loss  of  circulating  medium  from  our  State,  necessary 

to  pay  these  heavy  shoe  bills  lend  to  impoverish  our  State,  while  it 
enriches  others;  and, 

Whereas,  The  object  in  our  banding  ourselves  together  in  our  beloved 
order,  is  that  we  may  render  mutual  assistance  to  one  another,  and  by 
combining  our  energies  be  a  power  for  good  to  our  commonwealth;  and, 

WHEREAS,  We  find  we  have  already  in  our  possession  fully  equipped 
and  paid  for,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  learn,  a  magnificent  Shoe  Factory, 
standing  idle  and  rusting  out,  with,  perhaps,  #2,500  worth  of  leather, 
which  can  be  immediately  converted  into  shoes;  and, 

WHEREAS,  We  believe,  from  the  evidence  everywhere  manifest,  that 
when  the  factory  starts  it  will  not  be  able  to  supply  the  demands  that  will 
be  made  upon  it  they  will  be  so  great,  and  that  "the  membership  of  our 
order  will  double  in  six  months.     Therefore,  we  recommend — 

1.  That  your  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  proceed  at  the 
earliest  possible  date,  to  secure  the  services  of  a  suitable  person  to  super- 
intend the  Shoe  Factory,  and  that  said  Superintendent  be  empowered  to 
employ  such  laborers  to  work  under  his  directions  as  he,  in  his  judgment 
may  need,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at  such 
scale  of  wages  and  prices  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  adopt. 

2.  That  the  State  Business  Agent  shall  open  a  regular  account  in  his 
ledger  with  "  The  Shoe  Factory,"  and  keep  a  strict  account  of  all  receipts 
and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Factory,  so  itemizing  that  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  expenditures  and  receipts  on  each  of  the  following 
sub  accounts  will  be  separately  kept,  to-wit  :  "Materials,"  "Labor," 
' '  Fuel  and  Eights, "  "  Improvements, "  "  Repairs  ' '  and  ' '  Other  Ex- 
penses. ' ' 

3.  Let  the  State  Business  Agent  do  all  the  buying  and  selling:  for  the 
.Shoe  Factor)',  taking  charge  of  the  output  as  fast  as  finished,  selling 
same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  placing  net  proceeds  of  such  sales  to  the 
credit  of  Shoe  Factory. 

4.  Let  the  accounts  for  all  expenditures  an  account  of  labor,  material, 
improvements,  repairs,  fuel  or  any  other  account  first  be  approved  by  the 
Superintendent  before  being  paid  by  the  State  Business  Agent. 

5.  Let  no  improvements,  purchase  of  new"  machinery,  nor  heavy  re- 
pairs be  made  without  the  approval,  in  writing,  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

6.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Factory  to  keep  an 
oversight  over  the  operatives  under  him,  and  keep  a  watch  upon  the  ma- 
chinery and  see  that  every  person  and  every  machine  shall  perfoim  as 
nearly  as  possible  its  whole  duty.  Let  it  be  his  duty  also  to  keep  an 
oversight  of  the  material  or  stock,  and  always  be  sure  to  make  requisition 
upon  the  Business  Agent  for  such  leather,  findings  and  other  necessary 
articles  as  may  be  required,  in  ample  time,  to  avoid  running  short. 

7.  Let  the  Executive  Committee  take  observations,  and  make  investi- 
gations from  time  to  time,  and  when,  in  their  judgment,  the}-  become 
convinced  that  the  Shoe  Factory  will  be  a  successful,  self-sustaining  en- 
terprise, or  can  be  made  so,  or  made  more  so  by  starting  the  Tannery, 
then  let  the  Executive  Committee  secure  the  services  of  a  practical  tan- 
ner to  take  charge  of  and  employ  labor  and  begin  operating  the  Tannery, 
letting  the  State  Business  Agent  open  an  account  with  the  Tannery,  pur- 
chase materials  and  supplies  for  it,  take  and  dispose  of  its  out-put,  and 
pay  its  accounts  in  the  same  manner  as  suggested  in  the  case  of  the  Shoe 
Factor}^. 

8.  Let  the  State  Business  Agent,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Shoe  Fac- 
tory, and  the  Executive  Committee  decide  upon  a  line  of  shoes  to  be 
made  and  fix  prices  on  the  same,  arranging  for  the  Agency's  commission 
and  a  profit  sufficient  to  cover  the  running  expenses  of  the  factory  and 
other  necessary  contingent  incidentals,  so  as  to  make  the  factory  as  near 
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self-sustaining  as  possible.  By  these  recommendations  it  will  be  seen 
that  "  the  Shoe  Factory  "  is  simply  put  down  as  an  enterprise  worthy  of 
the -credit  of  our  State  Business  Agent.  It  simply  says,  "  I  am  ready  to 
go  to  work.  I  am  willing  to  wear  myself  out  for  the  good  of  the  Order 
and  the  betterment  of  the  condition  of  your  people.  You  know  you 
need  and  are  compelled  to  have  just  such  products  as  I  propose  to  give 
you,  and,  since  I've  been  standing  here  idle,  ready  to  do  your  work,  you 
have  paid  in  profits  to  those  a  hundred  times  richer  than  yourselves  and 
who  are  growing  richer  every  day  at  your  expense,  more  than  enough  to 
build,  equip  and  run  a  dozen  factories  just  like  me.  Put  me  to  work; 
give  me  material  to  work  on;  keep  me  in  repair,  and  I  will  prove  to  you 
a  blessing.     Risk  a  little  on  me,  and  I  will  return  you  much." 

In  conclusion  we  will  state  that  we  have  cash  and  available  assets  which 
can  be  nsed  same  as  cash  in  running  the  Factory:  At  the  Factor}-. $  1,500; 
at  the  Tanner)',  ^1,032.66  (not  including  tan  bark);  cash  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  Business  Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer,  $2,031. 72,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustee  which  can  be  used,  $2,000,  making  a  total  of 
$6,564.38,  with  which  we  think  we  would  run  no  risk  in  proceeding  to 
work  at  once.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  DENMARK,  Chairman. 

W.  W.   DREW, 

W.  T.   BARROW, 

D.  T.  BRITT, 

THOS.    J.  OLDHAM, 

WM.  S.  McLEAN, 

J.  S.  PATTERSON, 

J.  F.  HORNEY, 

R.  H.  LANE, 

J.   W.   ALDRIDGE, 

W.  S.  GARDNER, 

Committee, 
Bro.  John  Graham  offered  the  following  amendment: 
' '  That  the  Executive  Committee  is  authorized  to  put  the  Shoe  Factory 
and  Tannery  in  operation  in  such  a  manner  as  they  may  see  fit,  but  under 
no  circumstances  must  the  Executive  Committee,  or  the  Business  Agent, 
spend  any  part  of  the  seven  thousand  dollars  in  North  Carolina  4  per 
cent,  bonds  ordered,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  1896,  to  be  kept  as  a  reserve 
fund." 

This  amendment  was  accepted,  and  the  report  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Resolution  "F.  F.,"  introduced  by  Bro.  Win.  A.  Graham. 
A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  limit  speeches  to  three 
minutes  for  this  morning's  session. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  till  3  o'clock  was  carried. 

Evening  Session. 

The  President  called  the  session  to  order  promptly  at  3 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Resolution  "  F.  F."  which  had  been  left  on  the  table  by 
adjournment,  was  taken  up  and  passed,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustee  is  authorized  and  directed  to  loan  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  if  necessary,  to  operate  the  Shoe  Factory,  and  the  Presi- 
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dent  and  Secretary  are  authorized  and  directed  to  execute  such  instru- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  same,  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  Executive  Cointnitcee  and  the  Trustee. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  introduced  Resolution  13,  and  upon 
suspension  of  the  rules  was  carried,  and  is  as  follows: 

That  wherever  in  the  Constitution,  referring  to  the  numbers  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee,  or  the  years  of  their  election,  the 
word  "three"  occurs  the  same  shall  be  changed  to  read  "five, "'thus 
providing  for  "live"  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  instead  of 
"  three." 

Article  I,  section  2,  (on  page  5)  5  lines  from  bottom,  make  "three  " 
read  "  five." 

Article  VII,  section  1,  (page  27)  in  line  4,  change  "three"  to  "five," 
and  in  line  five  change  "  two  "  to  "  four." 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported  and 
made  recommendations  as  follows : 

That  we  recommend  that  Article  X,  Section  1,  be  changed  so  as  to 
read  #100  instead  of  $200.     Carried. 

Sections  2  and  3  were  dispensed  with  by  the  President 
as  the  second  had  already  been  acted  on  and  the  third  could 
not  be  changed  till  term  of  office  of  Trustee  expired,  un- 
less he,  the  Trustee,  was  willing. 

Section  4  was  carried,  and  is  as  follows : 

We  recommend  that  in  case  of  only  one  Sub-Alliance  in  any  county 
in  good  order  that  such  Sub  Alliance  may  pay  its  dues  to  state  and  be 
entitled  to  representation. 

Section  5  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

We  recommend  that  the  charter  fee  be  changed  from  $8.00  to  #5.00. 

Election  of  officers  was  next  in  order,  and  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  next  year : 

Jno.  Graham,  Warren  county.  President. 

W.  B.  Upchurch,  Wake  county,  Vice  President. 

J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Wilson  county,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

V.  N.  Seawell,  Moore  county,  Lecturer. 

W.  B.  Brickhouse,  Washington  countv,  Assistant  Lecturer. 

W.  S.  Mercer,  Currituck  county,  Chaplain. 

A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  Wake  county,  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Geo.  T.  Lane,  Guilford  county,  Doorkeeper. 

Jas.  E.  Lyon,  Durham  county,  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

T.  B.  Parker,  Wayne  county,  Business  Agent. 

W.  B.  Fleming,  Warren  county,  (5  years)  Executive  Committee. 

A.  F.  Hileman,  Cabarrus  county,  (4  years)  Executive  Committee. 

J.  W.  Denmark,  Wake  county,  (3  years)  Executive  Committee 

Dr.  J.  B.  Alexander,  Mecklenburg  county,  (2  years)  Ex.  Committee 

T.  J.  Oldham,  Orange  county,  (1  year)  Executive  Committee. 
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J.  C.  Lasley  and  A.  F.  Hileman  were  excused  from  at- 
tendance for  balance  of  session. 

Resolution  No.  15  by  J.  W.  Denmark  was  introduced, 
and  upon  suspension  of  rules  was  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : ' 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  ex  officio 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  addition  to  the  five  regularly 
elected  members." 

The  President  appointed  on  Judiciary  Committee  for 
the  next  year  Dr.  J.  E.  Person,  Wayne  county ;  W.  S. 
Barnes,  Wake  county ;  T.  Ivey,  Wake  county. 

Motion  was  made  to  adjourn  till  8  o'clock  to-night. 
Carried. 

Night  Session — August  12. 

Alliance  called  to  order  by  President  Graham. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  reindorsing  the  Progres- 
sive Farmer  as  the  organ  of  the  Alliance  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Resolution  16  was  introduced  by  W.  W.  Drew,  and, 
upon  suspension  of  rules,  was  passed  by  a  rising  vote,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  did  before  its 
consummation,  most  earnestly  protest  against  the  lease  of  the  North 
Carolina  Railroad  to  the  Southern  Railway  Company  for  a  term  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  and  whereas  the  preservation  of  our  liberties  demands  the 
recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  of  this  country  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Judiciary;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  in  annual  session  at  Hillsboro, 
N.  C,  this  the  12th  day  of  August,  1897: 

1.  That  we  protest  against  interference  in  State  affairs  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Judiciary. 

2.  That  we  consider  the  attempted  enjoining  of  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina  from  the  performance  of  his  official  duty  as  a  high-handed  out- 
rage and  subversive  of  liberty. 

3.  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Governor 
of  North  Carolina,  the  Hon.  Daniel  L.  Russell,  for  the  noble  stand  that 
lie  lias  taken  on  the  side  of  the  people  in  their  contest  with  corporate 
power  and  corruption. 

4.  That  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  spread  upon  our  minutes;  that  the  same 
be  published  in  the  Progressive  Farmer,  and  friendly  papers  requested 
to  copy. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  Dr.  J.  B.  Alexander  be 
requested  to  write  out  his  speech  made  upon  the  adoption 
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of  the  above  resolution  that  it  may  be  published  in  our 
organ.      Motion  carried. 

A  motion  was  made  that  brothers  A.  D.  K.  Wallace  and 
J.  T.  B.  Hoover  take  up  a  collection  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing a  certificate  of  stock  in  the  shoe  factory  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Mrs.  L.  L.  Polk  in  order  that  she  might  know 
the  name  and  work  of  that  noble  leader,  her  husband,  had 
not  been  forgotten  by  true  Alliancemen  of  North  Carolina. 
The  motion  was  made  and  the  amount  of  ten  dollars  was 
collected  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
who  was  directed  to  issue  a  certificate  therefor* in  name  of 
Mrs.  L.  L.  Polk  and  forward  to  her  with  letter  of  explana- 
tion. 

Resolution  No.  17  was  introduced  and  passed,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  hereby  ten- 
der our  thanks  to  W.  S.  Barnes,  our  retiring  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  T. 
Ivey,  our  retiring  Business  Agent,  and  to  each  of  our  retiring  officers  for 
their  faithful  performance  of  duty  and  devotion  to  our  principles  amid 
the  darkest  hours  of  our  existence. 

Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell  offered  for  Moore  county  fifty  dollars 
worth  of  leather  as  stock  in  shoe  factory,  which  the  State 
Alliance  agreed  to  accept. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  each  delegate  use 
his  influence  to  have  the  Guano  to  be  contracted  for  by  the 
Business  Agent  for  this  year  to  be  used  by  the  Alliance- 
men  of  his  county. 

Brother  Ivey,  State  Business  Agent,  made  a  statement  in 
regard  to  the  reconsideration  on  yesterday  of  section  one  of 
recommendations  by  Business  Agency  Committee,  by 
which  he  had  been  deprived  of  the  amount  of  $200  office 
expense  which  had  been  allowed  by  State  Alliance  prior  to 
this  reconsideration.  Upon  motion  of  brother  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, the  matter  was  considered  and  the  petition  of  brother 
T.  Ivey  was  granted  allowing  him  $223.93  excess  office 
expenses. 

Officers  were  installed  by  A.  J.  Move.  After  which 
many  speeches  were  made  and  hymns  were  sung.  The 
hour  of  1  A.  m.,  August  13th,  arrived,  prayer  was  offered 
by  brother  Mercer,  then  a  hymn  was  sung,  and  with  usual 
closing  exercises,  the  adjournment  of  the  Eleventh  Annual 
Session  took  place.  Handshakings,  goodbyes  and  God 
bless  you  followed. 
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This  was  one  of  the 'most  enthusiastic  meetings  the  Alli- 
ance has  held  for  years,  and  every  member  came,  it  seemed, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  starting  the  shoe  factory  and 
placing  the  Alliance  again  on  the  road  to  progress  and  suc- 
cess. There  were  present  49  delegates,  and  several  coun- 
ties which  had  appointed  delegates  were  not  represented. 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 


COUNTY. 


DELEGATE. 


Alamance __J.  S.  Patterson 

Anson S.  T.  Flake 

Beaufort _.__R.  H.  Lane 

Bertie .  _ . Erwin  Pritchard 

Bladen C.  C.  McG.  Dunn 

Brunswick W.  W.  Drew 

*Burke 

Catawba J.  F.  Click 

Cabarrus J.  L.  Stafford 

Carteret J.  T.   Eaton 

Chatham R.  B.  Lineberry 

Cleveland J.  M.   Hoyle 

Columbus Henry  Wicke 

Craven W.  H.  Smith 

*Cumberland 

Currituck W.  S.  Mercer 

Davidson D.  A.  Long 

Duplin J.   F.  Wallace 

Durham _.. W.  D.  Blalock 

Edgecombe D.  T.  Britt 

Forsythe F.  N.   Phaff 

Franklin W,  T.  Barrow 

Gaston L.  G.  Cathey 

*Granville . 

Guilford W.  P.  McLean 

Halifax W.   E.  Bowers 

Hertford J.  Q.  Copeland 

Hyde C.  F.  Benson 

*  Not  present. 


COUNTY.  DELEGATE. 

Jackson A.  J.  Long,  Sr. 

Johnson Gibson   Gerald 

Lenoir J.  H.  Mewboone 

Martin J.  R.  Smith 

Mecklenburg. _ Dr.  J.  B.  Alexander 

Moore Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell 

Nash G.  M.  D.  Langlev 

Orange T.  J.  Oldham 

Onslow W.  M.  Barbee 

Pamlico J.  W.  Aldridge 

*Person - 

Pitt A.  J.  Move 

Pasquotank W.  F.  Pritchard 

Randolph J.  F.  Horney 

Rockingham J.  C.  Lasley 

Robeson L.  E.  Tyner 

Rowan M.  A.  Stirewalt 

*Rutherford 

Stokes Dr.  A.  J.  Pringle 

^Stanley 

Tyrrell Capt.  Frank  Hussey 

Vance W.  H.  Davis 

Wake J.W.Denmark 

Wayne Z.  P.  Davis 

Washington W.  B.  Brickhouse 

Warren W.  S.  Gardner 

Wilson S.  H.  Tvson,  Sr. 
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BUSINESS 
AGENCY 


Was  Established  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Members  of  the  Alliance. 


IT   CAN    AID   YOU    IN    PURCHASING 


GROCERIES,  HARDWARE, 

FARMING  UTENSILS,  BUGGIES, 
WAGONS,  HARNESS,  FURNITURE, 
SEWING  MACHINES,  COTTON  GINS, 
PRESSES,  ENGINES,  WAGON  SCALES, 
THRESHING  MACHINES,  SAW  MILLS, 
COOK  STOVES, 

FEED  CUTTERS,  CORN  SHELLERS, 

CANE  MILLS,  PLOWS,  HARROWS, 
FARM  BELLS,.  WASHING  MACHINES, 
ROOFING,  PAINTS,  OILS, 

BARBED  AND  PLAIN  WIRE,  MOWING  MACHINES, 
HAY  RAKES,  HAY  PRESSES  CORN  AND 
COTTON    PLANTERS,    GUANO    SOWERS, 

FERTILIZERS,  MANURE  SPREADERS,  Etc.,  Etc. 

JUKir* Write  for  prices  on  anything  yon  wish  to  purchase, 
and  we  will  try  to  save  yon  money. 

Fraternally, 

T.  B.  PARKER,  S.  B.  A., 

mi  i  cpnDn.    m    r 


JOHN    GRAHAM,    Fresident. 
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LIST   OF   OFFICERS 

ELECTED  AUGUST  11,  1898. 


PRESIDENT: 

JOHN  GRAHAM Warrenton,  N.  C. 

VICE-PRESIDENT : 
D.   O.  BRYAN Jonesboro,  N.  C. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER : 

J.  T.   B.   HOOVER Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

LECTURER: 
Dr.  V.  N.  SEAWELD . Villanow,  N.  C. 

ASSISTANT-LECTURER : 

W.  H.  DAVIS Williamsboro,  N.  C. 

chapeain: 
W.  S.  MERCER _.- Moyock,  N.  C. 

STEWARD: 

A.  J.  MOVE Farmville,  N.  C. 

DOORKEEPER: 
GEORGE  T.  DANE , Greensboro,  N.  C. 

SERGE  ANT- AT- ARMS : 
D.  W.  WATSON May-wood,  N.  C. 

STATE   BUSINESS   AGENT: 
T.  B.  PARKER Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

TRUSTS©   B,    A.    FUND. 

W.  A,  GRAHAM '. . . Machpelah,  N.  C. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 

C.  C.  McLELLAN Godwin,  N.  C. 

Dr.  J.   E.   PERSON .' Pikeville,  N.  C. 

T.  J.  OLDHAM  _ Teer,  N.  C. 

W.   B.   FLEMING .  .Ridgeway,  N.  C. 

J.  W.  DENMARK,  Chairman , Raleigh,  N.  C. 


CONSTITUTION 

OF   THE 

NORTH   CAROLINA 

FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE, 


AMENDED  AT  H1LLSB0R0,  N.  ft,  AUGUST  9-13,  1898. 


ORDER   OF   BUSINESS   FOR  STATE   ALLIANCE. 

i .  Calling  roll  by  counties — each  delegate  answering  to  his  name,  who 
will  thereupon  present  his  credentials  to  the  Secretary. 

2.  Reading  of  the  Daily  Minutes. 

3.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

4.  Reports  of  Officers. 

5.  Reports  of  Committees. 

6.  Motions  and  Resolutions, 

7.  Unfinished  Business. 

8.  Business  with  Supreme  Council. 

9.  Election  of  officers. 

10.  Installation  of  Officers. 

DECLARATION   OF   PURPOSES. 

Whereas,  The  general  condition  of  our  country  imperatively  demands 
unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  laboring  classes,  reformation  and 
economy,  and  the  dissemination  of  principles  best  calculated  to  encourage 
and  foster  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits  ;  encouraging  the  toiling 
masses,  leading  them  in  the  road  to  prosperity,  and  providing  a  just  and 
fair  remuneration  for  labor,  a  just  exchange  for  our  commodities,  and  the 
best  means  of  securing  to  the  laboring  classes  the  greatest  amount  of 
good;  we  hold  to  the  principle  that  all  monopolies  are  dangerous  to  the 
best  interest  of  our  country,  tending  to  enslave  a  free  people  and  subvert 
and  finally  overthrow  the  great  principles  purchased  to  the  fathers  of 
American  liberty.  We  therefore  adopt  the  following  as  our  declaration 
of  principles  : 

1.  To  labor  for  the  education  of  the  agricultural  classes  in  the  science 
of  economical  government  in  a  strictly  non-partisan  spirit. 

2.  To  endorse  the  motto,  ' '  In  things  essential,  unity  ;  and  in  all  things 
charity. ' ' 

3.  To  develop  a  better  state,  mentally,  morally,  socially  and  financially. 

4.  To  create  a  better  understanding  for  sustaining  civil  officers  in  main- 
taining law  and  order. 
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5.  To  constantly  strive  to  secure  entire  harmony  and  good  will  among 
all  mankind  and  brotherly  love  among  ourselves. 

6.  To  suppress  personal,  local,  sectional  and  national  prejudices,  and 
unhealthy  rivalry,  and  all  selfish  ambition. 

7.  The  brightest  jewels  which  it  garners  are  the  tears  of  widows  and  • 
orphans,  and  its  imperative  commands  are  to  visit  the  homes  where 
lacerated  hearts  are  bleeding  ;  to  assuage  the  suffering  of  a  brother  or 
sister;  bury  the  dead;  care  for  the  widows  and  educate  the  orphans;  to 
exercise  charity  towards  offenders;  to  construe  words  and  deeds  in  their 
most  favorable  light,  granting  honesty  of  purpose  and  good  intention  to 
others;  and  to  protect  the  principles  of  the  Alliance  unto  death.  Its  laws 
are  reason  and  equity;  its  cardinal  doctrines  inspire  purity  of  thought 
and  life;  its  intentions  are  "  peace  on  earth  atid  good  will  towards  men." 

8.  That  We  demand  equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  i.  This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance 
of  North  Carolina,  and  shall  have  power  to  make  its  own  Constitution, 
and  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  and  Business. 

SEC.  2.  It  shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  County  Alliance 
containing  2,000  members  or  less,  and  an  additional  delegate  for  every 
1,000  members  in  excess  of  2,000,  its  officers,  Executive  and  Judiciary 
Committees  and  District  Lecturers:  Provided,  however,  that  none  but 
delegates  be  allowed  to  vote  except  in  case  of  a  tie,  when  the  President 
shall  have  the  casting  vote.  It  shall  elect  a  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Lecturer,  Assistant  Lecturer,  Chaplain,  Door-keeper, 
Assistant  Door-keeper,  Sergeant-at-arms,  who  shall  hold  office  for  twelve 
months — except  the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  hold  office  for  five 
years,  one  member  being  elected  at  each  annual  session,  or  until  their 
successors  are  elected  and  installed,  when  the  retiring  officers  shall  be 
honorary  members  for  that  session  only.  The  Trustee  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  Alliance.  All  members  of  Sub- 
ordinate Alliances  in  good  standing  are  eligible  to  office. 

SEC.  3.  A  County  Alliance  shall  be  organized  when  there  are  three  or 
more  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  county,  to  be  composed  of  delegates 
from  the  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  ratio  as  each  County  Alliance 
may  elect,  but  not  less  than  one  delegate  for  each  ten  members. 

Sec.  4.  A  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  not  be  organized  with  less  than 
five  members,  nor  nearer  than  three  miles  by  a  direct  line  to  an  Alliance 
in  the  same  county,  except  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of 
such  Alliance  or  Alliances. 

SEC.  5.  The  County  and  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  elect  the  same 
officers  as  the  State  Alliance,  to  hold  office  for  same  length  of  time  except 
that  the  entire  Executive  Committee  shall  be  elected  each  year.  "  That 
officers  and  members  of  standing  committees  to  be  considered  active 
members  of  the  County  Alliance,  and  on  all  questions  coming  before 
that  body,  just  as  allowed  other  members,  provided  the  Count}-  Alliance 
so  elect." 

SEC.  6.  Delegates  from  a  majority  of  the  counties  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  State  Alliance.  Delegates  from  one-fourth  of  the  Sub- 
ordinate Alliances  a  quorum  of  the  County  Alliance.  Three  members  a 
quorum  of  the  Subordinate  Alliances,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  their 
By-Laws.  In  the  absence  of  a  quorum  at  any  meeting,  the  presiding 
officer  may  announce  a  recess  for  such  time  as  ma)-  be  desirable,  not  to 
exceed  twenty -four  hours. 

SEC.  7.  The  election  shall  be  by  ballot  when  more  than  one  name  is 
proposed,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  decide  the  same. 
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SEC.  S.  Delegates  to  the  State  Alliance  shall  he  elected  at  the  July 
session  of  the  County  Alliance  and  shall  hold  office  for  twelve  months. 
Delegates  to  the  County  Alliance  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Subordinate 
Alliances  in  December,  March,  June  and  September.  Officers  of  the 
County  Alliance  at  their  July  session.  Officers  of  Subordinate  Alliances 
at  the  first  meeting  in  June  each  year  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

SEC.  9.  The  State  Alliance  shall  meet  annually  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  August,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  at  such  place  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
State  Executive  Committee.  County  Alliances  shall  meet  on  the  second 
Thursday  in  January,  April,  July  and  October.  But  to  suit  the  conveni- 
ences of  the  State  Lecturer,  the  time  of  the  county  meetings  may  be 
altered,  within  the  range  of  the  first  twenty  days  of  the  months  named 
by  the  State  President,  Executive  Committee,  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
the  Lecturer,  a  majority  concurring  therein,  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
purpose  in  view  in  the  division  of  the  State  into  Lecture  Districts,  under 
Art.  I,  Sec.  10.  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  meet  at  least  once  a  month. 
The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  may  call  a  meeting  on  application  of 
the  Presidents  of  one-fourth  of  the  County  Alliances.  The  Presidents  of 
a  County  Alliance  on  application  of  the  Presidents  of  five  Subordinate 
Alliances.  The  Presidents  of  a  Subordinate  Alliance  on  the  application  of 
five  members. 

SEC.  10.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  eight  Lecture  Districts. 

First  District — Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Chowan, 
Gates,  Hertford,  Northampton,  Halifax,  Edgecombe,  Martin,  Bertie. 

Second  District — Carteret,  Onslow,  Jones,  Lenoir,  Pitt,  Craven,  Pam- 
lico, Beaufort,  Hyde,  Dare,  Tyrell,  Washington. 

Third  District — Greene,  Wayne,  Wilson,  Nash,  Franklin,  Warren, 
Vance,  Granville,  Durham,  Wake,  Harnett,  Johnston. 

Fourth  District — Chatham,  Moore,  Richmond,  Robeson,  Cumberland, 
Bladen,  Columbus,  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Pender,  Duplin,  Sampson. 

Fifth  District — Anson,  Union,  Stanly,  Montgomery,  Randolph,  David- 
son, Guilford,  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Person,  Orange,  Alamance. 

Sixth  District — Alexander,  Caldwell,  Mitchell,  Watauga,  Ashe,  Alle- 
ghany, Wilkes,  Surry,  Stokes,  Forsyth,  Davie,  Yadkin. 

Seventh  District — Iredell,  Rowan,  Cabarrus,  Gaston,  Mecklenburg, 
Lincoln,  Catawba,  Burke,  McDowell,   Rutherford,  Cleveland,  Polk. 

Eighth  District — Cherokee,  Clay,  Macon,  Graham,  Swain,  Jackson, 
Haywood,  Madison,  Buncombe,  Henderson,  Transylvania. 

SEC.  11.  Each  County  and  Subordinate  Alliance  may  form  their  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  in  conformity  to  the  State  and  National  bodies. 

Sec.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  County  Lecturer  to  furnish  quar- 
terly, to  the  State  Lecturer,  a  statement  as  to  the  condition  of  his  County 
Alliance,  and  to  notify  the  State  Lecturer  if  his  services  are  desired,  and 
what  provisions  the  county  will  make  as  compensation  for  State  Lecturer's 
services. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  i.  The  duties  of  the  President  shall  be  those  belonging  to 
presiding  officers,  and  he  shall  inspect  the  ballot-box  and  announce  the 
results,  conduct  initiations,  expound  the  secret  work,  and  open  and  close 
the  Alliance  according  to  the  ritual. 

SEC.  2.  The  Vice-President  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
perform  his  duties.  In  case  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  the  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  and  until  the  new 
President  is  elected  and  qualified.  In  case  of  absence  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  at  any  meeting,  the  Alliance  can  elect  temporarily, 
a  presiding  officer  for  that  session  by  acclamation,     In  case  of  a  vacancy 
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in  the  Executive  Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appointment 
of  President  until  meeting  of  State  Alliance,  which  shall  elect  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

SEC.  3.  The  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  to 
keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance,  conduct  its  cor- 
respondence, keep  a  roll  of  its  members,  to  receive  all  money  of  the 
Alliance  and  pay  it  over  monthly  to  the  Treasurer  and  take  his  receipt 
for  the  same;  to  read  all  communications,  reports  and  petitions  in  open 
Alliance  when  necessary,  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Alliance  to  all  documents 
requiring  the  same,  to  prepare  for  publication  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  each  annual  State  or  called  session  immediately  after  adjournment,  to 
distribute  the  semi-annual  pass-word  to  the  Secretary  or  President  of 
each  County  Alliance,  who  shall  distribute  it  to  the  Secretary  or  President 
of  each  Subordinate  Alliance,  who  shall  give  it  to  the  members  of  his 
Alliance;  and  this  pass-word  shall  be  given  in  no  other  manner;  Provided, 
where  no  County  Alliance  has  been  formed  the  pass- word  shall  be  given 
to  the  Secretary  or  President  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  in  each  county. 
He  shall  have  charge  of  the  seal,  books  and  papers  of  the  State  Alliance; 
his  books  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  President, 
Executive  Committee,  or  any  other  committee  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  inspect  the  same,  to  keep  a  correct  account  between  the  State 
and  County  Alliances;  he  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  of  the  County 
Alliances  with  a  blank  book,  properly  ruled,  with  suitable  column  heads 
for  classifying  and  recording  the  contents  of  the  reports  from  Subordi- 
nate Alliances;  also  suitable  blanks  for  making  reports  to  his  office,  and 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee;  and  a  supply  of  blanks 
for  the  Secretary  of  Subordinate  Alliances  to  report  to  County  Alliances; 
he  shall  also  make  a  list  of  all  officers,  standing  and  special  committees 
of  the  State  Alliance,  with  name  and  postoifice  address,  which  list  shall 
be  a  part  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance. 

SEC.  4.  The  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall,  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  furnish  their  County  Secre- 
taries and  Chairmen  of  Executive  Committees  with  a  list  of  the  number 
of  all  male  members  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  also  those  under 
twenty-one,  the  number  of  females,  and  other  statistics  required  of  him 
by  the  County  Secretary,  and  shall  accompany  the  same  with  the  fees 
and  dues  due  the  County  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary  of  each  County  Alliance  shall  classify  and 
record  the  reports  from  the  various  Subordinate  Alliances  in  his  county, 
and  shall  make  a  report  of  the  same  quarterly  in  triplicate,  one  copy  to 
be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  and  one  copy  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  State  Executive  Committee  by  the  30th  of  January,  April, 
July  and  October,  one  copy  retained  by  the  County  Alliance. 

Sec.  6.  When  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  report  to 
the  County  Alliance  as  specified  in  section  7  of  this  article,  it  shall  not 
be  allowed  representation,  and  if  it  shall  continue  in  neglect  of  this  duty 
and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues  for  twelve  months,  it  shall  stand  sus- 
pended. 

Sec.  7.  When  the  County  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  reports  to  the 
State  Alliance  as  specified  in  section  8  of  this  article,  it  shall  not  be 
allowed  representation,  and  when  in  arrears  for  more  than  one  month, 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  notify  the  President  of  such 
County  Alliance,  and  he  shall  investigate  the  matter  and  report  to  the 
State  Secretary  the  reason  for  such  delay,  and  if  it  shall  continue  in  neg- 
lect of  that  duty  and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues  within  twelve  months, 
it  shall  stand  suspended.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Alliance  to 
notify  such  defaulting  Alliances  of  their  suspension  and  the  cause  thereof. 
He  shall  exchange   copies   of   the   proceedings  of  each   session  of  the 
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Alliance  with  the  Secretary  of  each  State  Alliance,  and  bind  the  reports 
so  received  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Alliance  in  a  book,  to  be  the 
property  of  the  State  Alliance.  He  shall  also  furnish  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Alliance  to  the  Secretary  and  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial 
Union. 

SEC.  8.  The  Treasurer's  duty  shall  be  to  receive  all  money  from  the 
Secretary,  and  pay  it  out  on  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary,  approved  by 
the  President.  He  shall  file  with  the  Executive  Committee  a  bond  for 
double  the  amount  of  money  that  is  likely  to  pass  through  his  hands. 

Sec.  9.  The  Chaplain's  duty  shall  be  to  conduct  the  religious  exercises 
of  the  Alliance  ;  to  officiate  at  the  funeral  service  on  the  death  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  order. 

Sec.  10.  The  Lecturer's  duty  shall  be,  at  each  meeting  to  deliver  or 
read  a  short  address  on  some  topic  of  interest  to  the  order,  and  in  his 
absence,  the  Steward,  who  is  Assistant  Lecturer,  shall  take  his  place. 

SEC.  11.  The  duty  of  the  Door-keeper  and  his  assistant  shall  be  to 
guard  the  door,  to  take  up  the  word,  to  see  that  all  are  properly  clothed, 
to  have  charge  of  the  property  of  the  Alliance  and  to  keep  the  house  in 
order. 

Sec.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  assist  the 
President  in  preserving  order  while  the  body  is  in  session,  to  see  that  the 
members,  at  the  sound  of  the  gavel,  take  their  seats  and  cease  talking. 

SEC.  13.  If  at  any  time  after  the  Alliance  is  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  a  member  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  section, 
or  in  any  way  disturb  the  business  of  this  body,  he  shall,  after  the  second 
offence  during  the  same  day,  be  reported  to  the  President,  who  shall 
publicly  reprimand  said  brother,  and  if  reported  the  second  time  during 
the  day,  he  shall  be  expelled  from  the  house  for  that  day. 

Sec.  14.  He  shall  see  that  the  orders  of  the  President  are  obeyed  ; 
carry  all  papers  or  messages  from  the  President  to  other  officers  of  this 
body  as  he  may  be  directed.  . 

Sec.  15.  He  may  have  the  privilege  of  appointing  one  or  more  assist- 
ants to  assist  him  in  performing  his  duties,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  President. 

SEC.  16.  He  shall  keep  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the 
body,  and  look  after  the  general,  comfort  of  the  body. 

Sec.  17.  He  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  mail  matter,  and  see  that  it  is 
distributed  to  the  members. 

SEC.  18.  All  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  these  duties  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Farmer's  State  Alliance,  and  said 
account  must  be  itemized  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Committtee. 

ARTICLE  III. 

QUALIFICATIONS   FOR   MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  i.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  unless  he  has 
been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  six  months  past,  and  not 
then  unless  he  be  a  farmer,  farm  laborer,  fisherman,  mechanic,  (provided 
he  be  not  a  resident  of  a  town  of  more  than  3,000  inhabitants,  and  under 
such  other  restrictions  as  each  County  Alliance  may  for  its  own  territory 
deem;wise, )  country  school  teacher,  country  physician,  or  minister  of  the 
gospel  whose  work  is  mainly  in  the  country,  editor  of  a  strictly  agricul- 
tural paper,  be  of  good  moral  character,  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 
preme Being,  be  of  industrious  habits,  is  a  white  person,  and  over  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  Further,  when  any  member  of  the  Subordinate 
Alliance  shall  engage  in  any  occupation  which  would  render  him  ineligi- 
ble before  initiation,  said  member  shall  at  once  be  dismissed  from  the 
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Alliance,  and  furnished  by  the  Secretary  with  a  written  statement  of  the 
cause  of  his  dismissal  :  Provided,  that  the  above  shall  not  apply  to  the 
members  who  may  be  selected  to  buy  and  sell  as  merchants  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Alliance  :  Provided,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the 
counties  of  Clay,  Graham,  Haywood,  Jackson,  Macon  and  Swain  may  be 
received  (when  qualified)  as  members  of  the  order  if  they  are  pure  In- 
dian blood  and  not  less  than  half  white  :  Provided  further,  Croatan  In- 
dians in  this  State  may  be  received  on  the  same  conditions. 

SEC.  2.  If  any  person  seemingly  qualified  for  membership  under  sec- 
tion i  of  this  Article,  shall  send  in  his  application,  and  it  shall  be  shown 
to  the  committee  of  investigation  that  he  has  other  interests  that  do  not 
harmonize  with  the  interests  of  the  order,  they  shall  report  adversely  to 
his  admission,  and  make  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  the 
Secretary  shall  inform  the  applicant  of  the  causes  of  his  ineligibility'. 

SEC.  3.  No  member  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  in  more  than  one 
Alliance  at  one  time. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  not  be  any  political  or  religious  tests  for  member- 
ship. 

SEC  5.  Females  over  sixteen  years  of  age  may,  when  qualified  under 
section  1,  become  members  of  this  order. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  i  .  All  fees  and  dues  in  the  Subordinate  Alliance  are  due  and 
payable  quarterly  in  advance.  No  member  who  has  not  paid  his  dues  in 
advance  shall  be  entitled  to  the  new  pass-word.  Members  in  arrears  fop 
dues  for  three  months  shall  stand  suspended  without  any  action  of  the 
Alliance,  but  they  shall  immediately  become  members  of  good  standing 
by  paying  one  quarter's  dues  on  approval  of  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Sub- 
Alliance.  If  such  dues  remain  unpaid  for  six  months,  such  member 
shall  stand  expelled. 

Sec.  2.  The  initiation  fee  of  males  shall  be  fifty  cents  and  the  dues 
twenty-five  cents  a  quarter.  Females  shall  be  exempt  from  initiation 
fees,  but  "may  at  their  own  election"  pay  dues  to  the  amount  of  five 
cents  each  quarter,  all  of  which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance.  Such  females  as  may  elect  to  pay  dues  shall  be  entitled 
to  representation  as  males. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  send  with  his 
quarterly  report  to  the  County  Alliance,  twenty-five  cents  for  each  male 
member  initiated  during  the  quarter,  and  fifteen  cents  dues  for  each  male 
member  of  his  Alliance  reported  for  the  quarter,  and  five  cents  for  each 
female  who  has  elected  to  pay  her  dues.  But  if  no  County  organization 
the  Secretary  of  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance  the  same  fees  and  dues  that  would  have  been  sent  to  the 
County  Secretary,  and  is  allowed  representation  in  State  Alliance.  The 
Secretary  of  the  County  Alliance  shall  send  with  his  quarterly  report,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  fifteen  cents  for  each  male  member 
initiated  in  his  county  reported  \\\  good  standing  for  the  previous  said 
quarterly  term,  and  ten  cents  dues  for  each  male  member  in  his  county 
reported  in  good  standing  for  the  said  quarterly  term,  and  five  cents  for 
each  female  member  whose  dues  has  been  sent  in  from  Sub-Alliance. 
That  any  County  or  Sub-Alliance  at  its  option  may  tax  its  females  and 
have  representation  accordingly. 

SEC  4.  The  charter  fee  for  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  five  dollars, 
which  shall  be  paid  by  the  Subordinate  Alliance  at  the  time  of  organiza- 
tion. The  organizing  officer  shall  receive  for  his  services  for  organizing 
each  Alliance  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  for  organizing  County  Alliance 
twelve  dollars.  Provided,  that  the  amount,  if  any  advanced,  may  be 
retained  in  the  Alliance. 
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SEC.  5.  An}'  Subordinate  Alliance  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  its 
members  in  good  standing,  lay  an  assessment  on  each  member  not  to 
exceed  twenty-five  cents  per  quarter. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Section  i.  An)-  person  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  a  Subordinate 
Alliance  shall  offer  an  application  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  nearest  Sub- 
bordinate  Alliance,  stating  age,  occupation  and  place  of  residence,  the 
application  to  be  accompanied  by  the  initiation  fee,  and  the  applicant  to 
be  recommended  by  two  members  in  good  standing,  and  the  application 
shall  lie  over  from  one  stated  meeting  until  the  next  for  ballot. 

Sec.  2.  When  an  application  is  received  the  President  shall  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  investigate  the  character  of  the  applicant  and 
report  at  the  next  stated  meeting  ;  on  report  of  committee  the  ballot  on 
his  petition  shall  be  taken,  and  if  clear,  he  shall  be  declared  elected  ;  if 
one  black  ball  shall  appear,  the  President  shall  immediately  order  the 
ballot  taken  again,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  be  a  mistake  ;  if  one 
black  ball  shall  again  appear,  the  President  shall  announce  that  the  bal- 
lot will  again  be  taken  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  during  which  time  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  casting  the  black  ball  to  impart  to  the 
President  personally  his  reason  for  so  doing  ;  at  the  time  of  taking  the 
final  ballot  the  President  shall  state  to  the  Alliance  the  reason  why  the 
black  ball  appeared,  carefully  concealing  the  name  of  the  brother  who 
cast  it  (and  always  concealing  the  same:)  Provided,  however,  if  there 
shall  be  no  cause  given  to  the  President  by  the  next  regular  meeting,  the 
President  shall  declare  the  candidate  elected  without  further  ballot,  but 
if  the  ballot  should  be  taken  again,  and  if  only  one  black  ball  should  ap- 
pear, the  candidate  shall  be  declared  elected  ;  if  rejected,  the  Secretary 
will  notify  him  in  writing  and  refund  the  initiation  fee. 

SEC  3.  When  an  applicant  is  elected  he  shall  be  initiated  within  four 
stated  meetings,  if  not  providentially  hindered,  otherwise  he  shall  stand 
as  an  excluded  member. 

SEC.  4.  A  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  after  it  has  been  received, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Alliance. 

SEC.  5.  The  petition  of  any  person  rejected  shall  not  again  be  received 
under  the  expiration  of  six  months. 

Sec.  6.  Any  member  clear  of  the  books  may  make  application  for  a 
dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  and  if  no  charges  are  preferred  against  him  or 
her,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  his  dimit  or  card. 

SEC.  7.  Any  member  holding  a  dimit  or  card,  wishing  to  affiliate  with 
any  Alliance,  shall  present  a  written  petition,  accompanied  by  the  dimit 
or  card  and  all  dues  that  have  accrued  since  its  date,  and  upon  a  two- 
thirds  vote  in  favor  of  applicant  he  shall  be  declared  elected.  If  the 
dimit  is  six  months  old  he  shall  come  in  only  as  a  new  member. 

Sec.  8.  All  dimits  shall  be  addressed  to  some  definite  Subordinate 
Alliance,  and  upon  reception  of  person  dimitted  the  Alliance  receiving 
shall  notify  the  Alliance  dimitting.  All  persons  not  so  reported  in  six 
months  shall  be  marked  as  dropped. 

SEC.  9.  Sub-Alliances  who  have  forfeited  or  surrendered  their  charter 
may  be  re-organized  my  making  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Alliance,  which  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  fee  of  fifty  cents 
for  every  member  who  signs  such  application.  On  receipt  of  such  appli- 
cation accompanied  by  the  fees,  the  Secretary  shall  forward  to  the  Sub- 
Alliance  a  duplicate  of  their  old  or  new  charter:  Provided,  that  none  but 
those  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  the 
charter  and  are  still  according  to  Section  i,  Article  3,  of  the  Constitution, 
shall  be  accepted  ;  Provided  further,  that  not  less  than  five  members 
make  application. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

Section  i.  Each  Subordinate  and  County  Alliance  shall  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  on  the  "  Good  of  the  Order."  This  committee  shall 
be  a  board  for  the  arbitration  of  differences  of  any  nature  that  may  exist 
between  members  of  said  Alliance. 

SEC.  2.  It  is  deemed  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  order  for  brothers  to 
go  to  law  with  each  other;  therefore,  it  is  earnestly  recommended,  when 
pecuniar}'  or  other  differences  arise  between  members,  that  they  settle 
them  amicably  among  themselves;  failing  to  do  so,  that  they  leave  the 
matter  to  the  board  of  arbitration,  provided  none  of  said  board  are  dis- 
qualified by  interest  or  relationship  in  favor  of  or  against  the  contending 
parties.  If  this  be  the  case,  a  new  board,  or  any  member  of  it,  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Alliance  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  difficulty. 
But  if  this  fails  then  the  courts  of  law  may  be  resorted  to  in  settlement 
of  the  matter. 

Sec,  3.  When  any  officer  or  member  shall  be  guilty  of  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  Allianceman,  or  when  personal  differences  shall  exist  between 
members,  and  after  reasonable  efforts,  cannot  be  amicably  adjusted,  an 
officer  may  be  impeached,  and  a  member  reprimanded,  suspended  or  ex- 
pelled; charges  and  specifications  in  writing  may  be  preferred  by  any 
member  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  board  of  arbitration,  and  when  charges 
are  preferred  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications  shall  be  furnished 
by  the  Lecturer  to  the  party  charged.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  shall 
notify  the  parties  at  variance  in  writing,  of  the  time  and  place  at  which 
they  will  take,  in  writing,  all  testimony  of  persons  not  members  of  the 
Alliance,  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  and 
upon  the  report  and  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  had  in  the  Alliance, 
the  Board  shall  proceed  at  once  in  the  trial,  and  the  Alliance  inflict  such 
punishment  on  either  or  both  of  the  parties  as  it  may  determine. 

SEC.  4.  All  trials  of  the  officers  or  members  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance 
shall  be  by  Board  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance;  all  trials  of  the  officers  or 
members  of  the  County  Alliance  shall  be  by  Board  of  County  Alliance; 
all  trials  of  officers  or  members  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  by  the 
Judiciary  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance;  all  appeals  from  the  Board  of 
the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  to  the  Board  of  the  County  Alliance; 
all  appeals  from  the  County  Alliance  shall  be  to  the  Board  of  Judiciary. 

SEC.  5.  All  parties  on  trial  for  any  offence  shall  have  the  right  to 
defend  themselves  in  person  or  proxy.  The  Lecturer  shall  conduct  the 
prosecution,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  close,  after  which  the  decision 
shall  be  rendered  determining  the  punishment,  either  by  expulsion,  sus- 
pension or  reprimand  by  the  Board. 

Sec.  6.  In  case  of  an  appeal,  all  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  with  the 
testimony,  properly  transcribed  from  the  records,  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  County,  State  or  National  Board,  as  the  case 
may  be,  with  the  signatures  of  the  Board  and  Lecturer.  Whenever  a 
person  is  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  Alliance,  and  an  appeal  is  taken,  the 
Lecturer  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance,  may  still  assist  as  prosecuting 
attorney,  if  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  suspended  on  charges  can  be  re-instated  only  by 
two-thirds  vote,  after  one  month's  notice  on  application  in  open  Alliance 
at  a  stated  meeting. 

Sec.  8.  An)'  member  expelled  can  be  re -instated  only  by  application, 
as  in  the  preceding  section,  and  the  same  ballot  required  as  on  petition 
for  membership  into  the  order. 

SEC.  9.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall,  at  each  annual  ses- 
sion, appoint  a  Judiciary  Committee  of  three  members,  who  shall  con- 
sider and  determine  all  questions  of  organic  or  statutory  law  coming  up 
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on  appeals  during  vacation,  and  all   other  questions  submitted  to  it  by 
the  State  Alliance  while  in  session. 

It  shall  keep  a  record  of  its  decisions  in  a  book  to  be  furnished  for  the 
purpose,  and  report  to  each  session  of  the  State  Alliance. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Section  i.  There  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
State  Alliance,  one  Executive  Committeeman,  to  hold  five  years,  whose 
duty,  with  the  four  holding  over,  shall  be  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  to 
report  on  their  condition  to  the  State  Alliance,  with  an  itemized  statement 
of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year  ending  on  and  including 
the  31st  day  of  July  in  each  year.  In  case  of  vacancy  on  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  of  President  until 
meeting  of  State  Alliance,  which  shall  elect  to  fill  vacancy. 

SEC  2.  They  shall  supervise  suitable  bonds  for  the  Secretary -Treasurer 
and  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  approve  the  same;  they 
shall  audit  all  claims,  and  if  allowed,  the  Secretary  shall  draw  his  war- 
rant on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  so  allowed,  and  all  warrants  drawn 
on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  signed  by  the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the 
President. 

SEC  3.  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  prepare  suitable 
bonds  for  State  Business  Agent  and  approve  the  same,  and  to  increase, 
diminish  or  cancel  said  bonds;  to  dismiss  and  appoint  a  new  Business 
Agent,  when  the  good  of  the  Alliance  demands,  by  reason  of  inefficiency, 
or  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Agent  to  perform  his  duties  and  fix  his  salary, 
not  to  exceed  $1,000  per  annum.  The  bonds  of  the  County  and  Subordi- 
nate Alliance  Business  Agents  shall  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, who  shall  exercise  the  same  power  over  the  agents  as  are  exercised 
by  the  State  Executive  Committee  over  the  State  Business  Agent. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Section  i.  The  Lecturer  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  superintend  the 
organization  of  Alliances  in  the  State. 

He  shall  correct  all  irregularities  in  the  work,  secret  or  otherwise. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance  may  appoint  Assistant 
Lecturer  when  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  2.  The  Lecturers  and  Assistant  Lecturers  shall  report  monthly  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  the  number  of  the  Alliances  organized 
and  the  work  performed  by  them. 

Sec.  3,  The  Lecturer  of  County  Alliances  shall  be  Organizer  in  his 
county. 

SEC.  4.  All  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  are  authorized  to  organize 
Alliances,  but  when  they  are  salaried  officers  the  fee  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  State  Alliance,  who  shall  issue  a  charter  attested  by 
the  Secretary,  to  each  regular  organized  Alliance. 

SEC.  5.  No  Alliance  shall  be  organized  in  less  than  three  miles  (direct 
line)  of  another  Alliance  in  same  county,  unless  such  Alliance  furnishes 
the  organizing  officer  a  written  permit  duly  attested,  of  action  of  all  such 
Alliances  consenting  to  its  organization,  which  permit  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  with  application  for  a  charter,  and 
all  such  organizations  otherwise  made  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  6.  Whenever  an  Alliance  shall  become  defunct,  any  member  in 
good  standing  belonging  to  said  defunct  Alliance  ma^-,  in  three  months, 
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join  an  Alliance  within  his  reach,  without  being  required  to  pay  a  fee; 
Provided,  however,  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  judge  of  its  own 
membership. 

Sec.  7.  Whenever  an  Alliance  becomes  so  large  as  to  become  unwieldly, 
it  ma}',  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  divide  and  form  two  Alliances;  and  on  peti- 
tion of  said  Alliances,  under  seal  to  the  President  of  the  State  Alliance, 
he  will  grant  a  charter  for  a  new  Alliance.  Whenever  two  or  more  Alli- 
ances may  deem  it  best  for  the  good  of  the  order,  they  may  consolidate. 
The  Subordinate  Alliances  may  determine  their  name.  Any  member 
dimitted  from  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Subordinate  Alliance  from  which  he  dimitted  so  long  as  he  remains 
in  its  jurisdiction,  and  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  sit  in  open  Alliance 
after  the  quarter  expires  in  which  he  obtained  his  dimit. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  i.  Any  member  who  may  hereafter  disclose  any  of  the  work- 
ings of  the  Order,  or  who  may  impart  the  password  of  the  Order  know- 
ingly to  any  one  not  entitled  to  the  same,  or  who  shall  disclose  any  of 
the  secrets  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the  Order,  shall  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  immediately  expelled  by  the  body,  and  shall  not  be  eligible 
to  membership  thereafter. 

SEC.  2.  A  member  who  abuses  or  denounces  the  Alliance,  and  desire  to 
withdraw,  shall  not  be  granted  a  dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  but  shall  be 
suspended  or  expelled,  and  not  permitted  to  withdraw. 

ARTICLE  X. 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS  AND   MILEAGE  AND   PER  DIEM  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  i  ,  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  paid  a  salary 
of  $100  per  annum  for  office  work,  with  necessary  postage^  stationery 
and  traveling  expenses,  and  for  what  lecturing  may,  in  his  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Executive  Committee,  be  necessary  for  him  to  do,  that  he 
receive  $2.00  per  day  and  traveling  expenses. 

SEC.  2.  The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  State 
Alliance  shall  be  $500 — said  salary  to  be  paid  quarterly.  All  amounts 
shall  be  paid  out  on  warrants  signed  by  the  Secretary  and  approved  by 
the  President. 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance shall  receive  actual  transportation  expenses  when  traveling  in  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties,  and  $2.00  per  diem  while  so  actually 
engaged,  with  a  reasonable  amount  for  stationery  and  postage.  All  said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  Treasury  of  the  State  Alliance. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

MISCELLANEOUS   PROVISIONS. 

Section  i.  The  President  shall  continue  in  office  no  longer  than  two 
years  in  succession. 

Sec.  2.  When  a  member  has  been  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  or 
County  Alliance,  and  sentence  has  been  passed  on  him,  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  tribunal  shall  stay  execution  of  sentence  until  the  appeal  has  been 
heard  and  the  decision  rendered,  and  until  such  decision  has  been  ren- 
dered he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

Sec.  3.  The  retiring  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  become  honor- 
ary members,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  mileage  and  per  diem  as  other 
delegates  for  that  session  only. 
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SEC.  4.  The  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  keep  a  death 
record  of  its  members,  showing  the  age,  cause  and  time  of  death,  and 
with  the  county  and  postofhee  address,  report  them  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  keep  a  well  bound 
book,  known  as  the  Death  Record,  in  which  he  shall  keep  a  death 
record,  alphabetically,  showing  name,  age,  time  of  death,  with  county 
and  postoifice  address. 

Sec.  6.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  slated  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Alliance  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present. 

SEC.  7.  This  Alliance  re-affirms  its  adoption  of  the  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  on  the  7th  day  of  March, 
1S89;  adopted  at  Fayetteville,  August,  1889. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

PEAN   OF   REEIEF   FOR   COUNTY   ORGANIZATION. 

Section  i.  This  plan  shall  be  known  as  the  property  Relief  Associa- 
tion of  the County  Alliance  of  North 

Carolina,  and  every  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  good  standing 
shall  be  a  beneficiary  of  this  Relief  Association,  provided  a  majority  of 
his  Sub-Alliance  shall  endorse  and  conform  to  these  requirements  and 
make  application  of  enrollment  on  the  books  to  be  kept  by  the  County 
Secretary. 

SEC.  2.  Each  Sub- Alliance  ratifying  this  plan  shall  furnish  its  Secretary, 
to  be  immediately  forwarded  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter  to  the 
County  Secretary,  the  sum  of  ten  cents  quarterly,  for  each  male  or  female 
member  in  good  standing;  said  ten  cents  to  be  taken  from  the  treasury  of 
said  Sub-Alliance,  if  Sub  so  elects. 

Sec.  3.  The  Committee  on  the  Good  of  the  Order  of  each  Sub-Alliance 
that  has  ratified  this  plan  and  has  sent  in  the  dues,  upon  notice  by  any 
member  that  a  brother  or  sister  in  the  Sub-Alliance  needs  assistance  from 
loss  sustained,  shall  investigate  the  circumstances  of  said  loss,  and,  if 
upon  investigation  it  is  found  that  the  loss  occurred  without  negligence 
or  intention  on  the  part  of  the  brother,  and  that  they  believe  this  brother 
to  be  in  such  circumstances  that  aid  should  be  given  him,  the  Committee 
shall  lay  the  matter  before  their  Sub-Alliance,  and  if  approved  by  the 
Sub-Alliance  then  they  are  to  make  a  sworn  statement  before  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  stating  time  of  loss,  circumstances  attending  it,  that  the  brother 
is  in  actual  need  of  assistance  and  state  how  much  loss,  and  forward  to 
the  County  Secretary. 

SEC.  4.  The  County  Secretary-Treasurer,  on  receipt  of  such  statement 
named  in  Section  3  shall  forward  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  estimated 
in  said  statement  to  said  beneficiary  of  any  moneys  in  hand  belonging  to 
said  fund,  at  the  end  of  quarter.  If  not  enough  to  pay  in  full,  then  each 
quarter's  dues  must  be  devided/>ro  rata  as  per  amount  of  losses. 

SEC  5.  Any  Sub-Alliance  failing  to  pay  the  ten  cents  per  capita  cannot 
expect  assistance,  nor  will  they  receive  it  from  this  association.  The 
dues  must  be  paid  at  beginning  of  quarter  and  before  loss  occurs,  as  no 
loss  will  be  paid  which  occurs  before  the  dues  are  sent  to  the  County 
Secretary. 

SEC.  6.  Where  any  loss  sustained  is  covered  in  whole  or  in  part  by  in- 
surance or  other  methed,  no  part  of  it  shall  be  paid  by  this  association, 
and  not  over  fifty  dollars  shall  be  paid  on  any  loss;  provided  also,  no 
loss  caused  by  gross  negligence  shall  be  paid. 

Sec.  7.  The  management  of  this  association  shall  be  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  President,   Secretary-Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee 
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of  the  County  Alliance,  who  shall  make  all  necessary  arrangements  not 
herein  provided  for  in  securing  the  safety  of  the  fund  and  the  full  accom- 
plishment, as  near  as  possible,  of  the  object  herein  set  forth. 

k 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

WIDOWS   AND   ORPHANS   RELIEF   ASSOCIATION. 

Section  i.  This  plan  shall  be  known  as  the  Widows  and  Orphans 
Relief  Association  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  and 
any  member  of  the  Alliance  in  good  standing  ma}-  become  a  member  of 
this  association  by  paying,  at  the  beginning  of  each  quarter,  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  cents,  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  State  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

SEC  2.  Any  member  paying  his  quarterage  shall  be  a  beneficiary  for 
that  quarter  only,  but  any  member  failing  to  pay  for  any  quarter  or 
quarters,  is  debarred  from  any  benefits  for  that  quarter  or  quarters  only 
in  which  he  failed  to  pay  these  dues.  Any  member  can  and  will  be  rein- 
stated by  paying  his  or  her  quarterly  dues  in  advance,  and  for  each  and 
every  quarter  paid  for  he  becomes  a  beneficiary. 

SEC  3.  The  amount  of  benefits  paid  to  the  family  of  any  beneficiary 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  but  if  funds  received  for  any 
quarter  will  not  pay  the  full  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  funds 
in  hand  shall  be  divided  pro  rata  among  the  death  losses. 

SEC  4.  That  upon  the  death  of  any  member  of  this  association,  the 
Committee  on  the  Good  of  the  Order  of  his  Sub-Alliance  shall  make  to 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  State  Alliance  a  sworn  statement,  before 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  upon  blanks  to  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  State  Alliance,  setting  forth  the  time,  place,  cause  of 
death  and  to  whom  money  should  be  paid. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary-Treasurer,  on  receipt  of  such  statement  named 
in  Section  4,  shall  forward  to  the  family  of  said  beneficiary  one  hundred 
dollars,  or  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  funds  in  hand  at  end  of  that  quarter. 

SEC  6.  If  any  surplus  funds  are  on  hand  on  the  first  day  of  January 
of  any  year,  these  funds  must  be  divided  so  as  to  equalize,  as  near  as 
possible,  the  payments  of  all  losses  that  occurred  in  preceding  year  or 
years:  Provided,  hoivevcr,  those  receiving  one  hundred  dollars  are  not 
entitled  to  any  of  the  surplus. 

J.  H.   Quinn,  Chairman. 

{ 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

BUSINESS   AGENCY    FUND. 

Section  i.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  procure  a  charter 
of  incorporation  under  the  laws  of  this  State  for  the  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

SEC  2.  In  order  to  conduct  the  commercial  business  of  the  North 
Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  to  protect  from  loss  those  who 
may  deal  with  the  Business  Agent  of  the  same,  the  North  Carolina  Far- 
mers' State  Alliance  Business  Agency  Fund  is  hereby  inaugurated. 

SEC  3.  The  Business  Fund  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
thousand  nor  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into 
shares  of  five  dollars  each,  and  half  shares  of  two  and  a  half  dollars 
each,  and  one-fifth  shares  at  one  dollar  each. 
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NORTH   CAROLINA    BUSINESS   AGENCY   FUND. 

Raleigh,  N,  C, ,  18 

$ Received  of of  Alliance 

No dollars  for  the 

North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  he 
is  hereby  entitled  to  all  rights  and  interests  to  be  derived  from  such  con- 
tribution. 

This  certificate  shall  be  transferable,  provided  such  transfer  to  be  made 
only  to  a  member  of  the  Alliance  in  good  standing. 

This day  of 18 

No 

[Seal.  ]  

Secretary  N.  C.  F.  S.  A. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose  a 
list  of  the  names  of  those  contributing  to  the  fund,  the  number  of  the 
Alliance  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  amount  contributed. 

Sec.  6.  The  Business  Fund  shall  be  managed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Alliance.  No  portion  of  it  shall  be  used  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Business  Agency  unless  required  to  settle  the  contracts  of  the 
Agent  made  in  conformity  to  regulations  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  when  any  portion  is  so  used  all  money  received  from  the  cause  of 
such  use  shall  be  returned  to  the  Fund. 

SEC  7.  The  fund  shall  be  in  the  keeping  of  a  Trustee,  to  be  elected  by 
the  State  Alliance  at  this  session  (August,  1888),  who  shall  hold  office 
for  five  years.  He  shall  invest  not  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
of  said  fund  in  the  bonds  of  North  Carolina  or  the  Uniied  States,  and  the 
remainder  as  he  may  deem  best.  The  profits  arising  from  said  fund  shall 
be  used  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Trustee  and  all  other  expenses  connected 
with  said  fund,  and  any  remainder  shall  be  used  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Business  Agency. 

Sec.  8.  Said  Trustee  shall  give  a  justified  bond  in  the  sum  of  $10,000 
for  the  faithful  accounting  for  all  moneys  for  which  he  may  be  responsi- 
ble, or  any  expense  incurred  in  collecting  the  same  on  his  bond.  The 
Executive  Committee  shall  require  him  to  strengthen  his  bond  at  any 
time  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  such  an  amount  as  they  deem  sufficient: 
Provided.,  that  no  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  accepted 
as  bondsman. 

SEC.  9.  Said  Trustee  may  be  removed  for  cause,  by  vote  of  the  State 
Alliance,  and  he  may  be  suspended  until  the  meeting  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance by  the  Executive  Committee,  approved  by  the  President.  In  case 
of  vacancy  from  suspension,  removal,  death  or  any  other  cause,  the 
Executive  Committee,  with  approval  of  the  President,  shall  fill  such  until 
the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  10.  The  Secretary  of  each  Sub-Alliance  shall  collect  all  subscrip- 
tions made  by  members  of  their  Alliance  and  forward  to  the  Trustee, 
giving  name  of  contributor,  and  amount  contributed  by  each.  The 
Trustee  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  names  and  amounts,  and  he 
shall  forward  certificates  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sub-Alliance  as  provided 
ki  section  4.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  turn  over  to  the  Trustee  all 
funds  belonging  to  the  Fund  upon  his  appointment.  The  Secretary  shall 
notify,  through  the  organ  of  the  Alliance,  the  Sub-Alliances  when  the 
Trustee's  bond  is  accepted. 

SEC.  11.  The  Trustee  shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  not  to  exceed  $250,  to  be  paid  quarterly. 
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SEC.  12.  In  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  any  of  the  said  fund  in  the 
State  Business  Agency,  the  State  Business  Agent  shall  report  to  the  Trus- 
tee the  amount  or  amounts  necessary,  stating  cause  of  indebtedness  in 
each  case.  If  the  Trustee  approves  the  same  he  shall  forward  the  State 
Business  Agent  money  sufficient  to  settele  the  same,  but  he  shall  pay  no 
accounts  where  goods  may  have  been  sold  without  the  State  Business 
Agent  having  first  received  a  certificate  of  justified  bond  of  the  Business 
Agent  purchasing,  with  names  of  sureties,  which  the  State  Business  Agent 
shall  keep  filed  in  his  office.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  immedi- 
ately proceed  to  collect  such  account  or  accounts  between  the  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  and  the  Business  Agent  for  whom  the  goods  are  purchased, 
the  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  Trustee  with  right  to  appeal  tx/the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to 
the  Executive  Committee  all  accounts  paid  on  account  of  State  Business 
Agent  on  accounts  refunded  by  said  Business  Agent,  and  all  losses  to  the 
Fund  on  account  of  said  Business  Agent,  which  losses  shall  be  subject  to 
approval  of  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  13.  The  Trustee  shall  collect  all  interest  or  other  profits  on  said 
Funds  as  it  becomes  due,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
State  Alliance. 

SEC.  14.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  separate  account  of  it,  and  shall 
pay  it  out  only  to  the  salary  of  the  Trustee,  and  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, to  be  used  in  conducting  the  Business  Agency  of  the  Alliance,  on 
the  warrant  approved  by  the  President. 

Sec.  15.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  each  session  of  the  Alliance  how 
the  Fund  is  invested,  and  the  vouchers  for  the  disposition  made  of  profits 
received  on  the  Fund. 

SEC.  16.  In  case  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  should 
for  any  cause  cease  to  exist,  the  money  composing  this  Fund  shall  revert 
to  those  contributing  it. 

1st.  The  Business  Agent  shall  conduct  the  business  of  his  office  under 
the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2d.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Business  Agent  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  may  direct  that  no  goods  shall  be  sold  without  the  cash 
accompanying  the  order. 

3d.  He  shall  keep  a  record  of  each  transaction  in  a  book  furnished  for 
the  purpose,  showing  articles  purchased  or  sold,  price  paid  or  received  for 
them  individually  and  in  gross  amount. 

4th.  Persons  who  are  eligible  shall  be  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  our 
trade  arrangements  by  paying  the  regular  fees  for  entrance,  and  annual 
dues,  and  they  may  be  made  honorary  members,  having  all  the  benefits 
and  advantages  of  the  Alliance,  except  they  shall  not  participate  in  its 
private  meetings.  The  recommendation  was  made  especially  for  those 
whose  church  regulations  preclude  them  from  joining  secret  societies. 

5th.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  to  those  outside 
of  the  Alliance  at  an  advance  over  Alliancemen,  and  pay  the  same  taxes 
to  the  State  that  others  doing  the  same  business  pay. 


figgrAll  contributions  to  the  Business  Agency  Fund  should  be  sent  to 
W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee,  Machpelah,  N.  C. 
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RULES   OF  ORDER   OF  AN    ALLIANCE. 


SECTION  r.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  opening  of  the  Alliance,  and  shall  immediately  call  the 
members  to  order. 

SEC.  2.  The  President  shall  have  the  general  direction  of  the  hall;  he 
may  designate  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair;  he  may 
preserve  strict  order  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Alliance 

Sec.  3.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Alliance. 

SEC  4.  In  all  cases  the  member  who  shall  first  receive  recognition  by 
the  Chair  shall  speak  first,  but  when  two  or  more  members  rise  at  the 
same  time  the  President  shall  decide  who  shall  speak  first. 

Sec.  5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  question, 
nor  more  than  ten  minutes,  unless  by  consent  of  the  body,  and  shall  be 
confined  to  the  question  under  discussion,  and  shall  avoid  personalities. 

SEC.  6.  Any  question  may  be  discussed  in  open  Alliance  in  a  non-parti- 
san and  non-sectarian  sense. 

SEC  7.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  statement  of  the  question  under 
consideration,  which  may  be  stated  by  the  President  or  Secretary. 

SEC.  8.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  question.  The 
President  shall  decide  as  to  its  advisability  subject  to  appeal,  as  in  the 
questions  of  order. 

Sec.  9.  Every  member  present  when  the  question  is  put  shall  vote, 
unless  excused  by  the  vote  of  the  body. 

Sec  10.  While  the  President  is  stating  the  question  or  addressing  the 
body  no  one  shall  walk  across  the  hall,  and  while  a  member  is  speaking 
no  one  shall  pass  between  the  speaker  and  the  Chair.  No  member  or 
other  person  shall  go  to  and  remain  at  the  Secretary's  desk  when  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  being  taken  or  ballot  counted,  except  the  Secretary 
and  his  assistants. 

SEC  II.  All  resolutions  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  signed  by  the 
author.  When  such  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  and  shall  have  been 
stated  by  the  Chair,  it  is  then  the  property  of  the  house  and  cannot  be 
withdrawn  without  the  consent  of  the  house. 

Sec  12.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received  but 
to  adjourn,  to  take  a  recess,  to  lay  on  the  table,  for  the  previous  question,  to 
postpone,  to  amend,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  which  several  motions  shall 
have  precedence  of  each  other  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  arranged. 

SEC  13.  A  motion  to  adjourn  is  always  in  order,  but  being  decided  in 
the  negative  shall  not  be  again  entertained  until  some  motion,  call  or 
order  shall  take  place.  The  motion  to  adjourn,  take  recess,  to  lay  on  the 
table,  to  take  from  the  table,  and  all  questions  relating  to  the  priority  of 
business,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Sec.  14.  No  motion  or  proposition  differing  from  the  subject  under 
consideration  shall  be  admitted  under  color  or  amendment. 

Sec  15.  If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgresses  the 
rules  of  order,  the  President  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  the  members 
to  order,  and  the  member  called  to  order  shall  take  his  seat,  if  required 
by  the  President,  until  the  question  of  order  is  decided.  All  questions  of 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Chair  without  debate,  subject  to  appeal  to 
the  house.  No  member  shall  speak  on  the  appeal  more  than  once,  and 
only  five  minutes,  unless  by  leave  of  the  body,  except  the  party  appealing 
may  speak  twice. 

SEC  16.  All  reports  of  committees  shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  signed 
by  such  members  as  concur  therein,  and  the  report,  with  the  names  of 
the  members  signing  the  same,  shall  be  read  at  the  Secretary's  desk,  by 
the  Secretary  or  the  member  making  the' report,  without  a  motion. 

SEC  17.  Cushing's  Manual  and  L,aw  of  Legislative  Assemblies  shall  be 
received  as  the  rule  in  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  rules. 


FORM  OF  BUSINESS 

FOR 

S1LTB= ALICIA  NOES. 


r.   Recording  those  present. 

2.  Reading,  correcting  and  adopting  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

3.  Application  for  membership. 

4.  Report  of  Investigating  Committee. 

5.  Balloting. 

6.  Initiation. 

7.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

8.  Reports  of  Special  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

9.  Unfinished  Business. 

10.  Is  there  any  Member  Sick  or  in  Distress? 
ir.  Business  with  County  Alliance. 

12.  Lecturing. 

13.  New  Business. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE 

HELD  NEAR  H1LLSB0R0,  N.  C,  AUGUST  9--11,  1898. 


Hillsboro,  N.  C,  August  9,   1898. 

The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  assembled 
in  their  hall  at  their  headquarters  near  Hillsboro  at  12 
m.,  and  was  called  to  order  and  opened  in  due  form  by 
President  John  Graham. 

The  Doorkeeper,  George  T.  Lane,  was  ordered  to  secure 
the  door. 

G.  M.  D.  Langley  and  J.  A.  Fisher  were  appointed  by 
the  President  to  act  as  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  respectively. 

These  brethren  proceeded  to  purge  the  house.  This  be- 
ing done,  Rev.  W.  S.  Mercer,  Chaplain,  was  requested  to 
offer  prayer. 

The  President  appointed  E.  H.  Wilson,  of  Orange;  E.  G. 
Johnson,  of  Robeson,  and  A.  H.  Paddison,  of  Pender,  as  a 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

It  was  moved  by  Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  that  the  Alliance 
adjourn  to  meet  again  at  2  p.  m.  The  motion  was  carried 
and  recess  taken  until  that  hour. 

Evening.  Session. 

At  2  o'clock  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Graham. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials,  through  its  chairman, 
reported  thirty-five  counties  represented  by  parties  holding 
proper  certificates.      There  were  other    delegates  present 
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whose  County  Secretary  had  failed  to  send  in  reports,  and 
still  other  counties  whose  reports  had  been  properly  sent 
in,  but  whose  delegates  had  not  arrived. 

The  following  brethren  were  admitted  and  seated  as 
delegates : 

W.  D.  Blalock,  Durham  County;  W.  A.  Graham,  Lin- 
coln County ;  Nixon  Presnell,  Randolph  County ;  J.  M. 
Winston,  Franklin  County;  W.  H.  Davis,  Vance  County. 

The  following  committees  were  announced  : 

Demands  and  Resolutions. — J.  A.  Fisher,  chairman ; 
H.  E.  Hodges,  D.  A.  Montgomery,  Z.  P.  Davis,  Maury 
Ward,  W.  H.  Davis. 

Constitutio7i  and  By-Laws. — A.  H.  Padison,  chairman; 
T.  Q.  Copeland,  J.  C.  Lasley,  E.  G.  Johnson,  J.  A.  Carter, 
W.  A.  Graham. 

Committee  on  Manufacturing. — H.  P.  Alexander,  chair- 
man ;  J.  M.  Winston,  D.  T.  Britt,  J.  M.  Roberts,  H.  C. 
Williams,  R.  E.  Marshall,  J.  F.  Click,   D.  W.  Watson. 

Committee  on  Publication. — J.  P.  Sossaman,  J.  W.  Den- 
mark, R.  B.  L,ineberry,  J.  F.  Click,  and  all  members  of  the 
Reform  Press. 

Committee  on  Lecturing. — E.  H.  Wilson,  chairman  ;  D. 
O.  Bryan,  T.  M.  Frizzelle,  R.  B.  Lineberry,  D.  A.  Mont- 
gomery, E.  G.  Sears,  W.  S.  Mercer. 

Committee  on  Business  Agency. — A.  J.  Moye,  chairman ; 
Dr.  A.  A.  Maynard,  G.  M.  D.  Langley,  A.  H.  Pritchard, 
J.  J.  Bagwell,  S.  S.  Tyson,  Dr.  A.  J.  Dolby. 

The  reports  from  the  officers  being  in  order,  President 
Graham  addressed  the  Alliance  in  an  eloquent,  well  chosen 
speech,  with  such  recommendations  and  suggestions  as  he 
thought  best  for  the  good  of  the  order,  and  closed  by  sub- 
mitting the  following  report: 

Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'1  State  Alliance: 

Brethren: — With  devout  thankfulness  to  God  for  reasonable  hopes  of 
peace,  we  meet  in  this,  our  twelfth  annual  session.  The  condition  of  our 
Order,  as  shown  by  the  records,  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  last  year.  The 
reports  of  your  officers  are  full  and  explicit,  and  will  in  due  time  be  re- 
ferred to  you  for  your  consideration  and  action. 

Our  country  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  approaching  termination 
of  our  war  with  Spain.  Vitally  interested  in  the  great  financial  questions, 
agitating  our  country  and  still  unsettled,  the  necessity  of  united  action 
in  ending  successfully  war  against  our  enemies,  has,  for  the  time  being, 
prompted  our  people  to  obliterate  party  lines,  and  patriotism,  equalling 
that  of  our  Revolutionary  forefathers  and  the  heroes  of  our  civil  war,  has 
caused  them  to  bury  temporarily  their  just  grievances.     Would  to  God 
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that  the  humanitarian  spirit  of  the  great  American  nation,  that  revolted 
at  the  enormity  of  Spanish  misrule  in  Cuba,  would  arouse  itself  for  the 
betterment  of  its  own  laboring  classes,  especially  the  unremunerated 
tillers  of  the  soil.  It  is  true  that  the  millionaires  of  America  have  been 
the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes,  and  that  the  path  to  fortune  is  open 
to  all ;  but  the  great  bulk  of  our  agricultural  population  will  never  rind 
that  path.  Oppressed  by  an  iniquitous  tariff  system  that  robs  under  the 
forms  of  law,  fleeced  by  great  railroad  corporations  in  the  transportation 
of  their  crops,  the  price  of  their  agricultural  staples  fixed  by  trusts  and 
syndicates,  regardless  of  the  law  of  supply  and  demand,  our  people  are 
wonderful  examples  of  the  vitality  of  the  American  farmer.  Signs  of 
decadence  are,  however,  painfully  manifest,  and  the  disposition  to 
abandon  country  life  and  congregate  in  towns  and  cities  bodes  ill  to  Re- 
publican institutions.  Our  Order  has  brought  the  two  great  questions, 
transportation  and  finance,  prominently  before  the  people.  The  mechanic, 
the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  are  equally  interested  with  the  far- 
mer in  their  correct  solution.  The  national  debt,  increased  by  the  war 
with  Spain,  will  bring  the  financial  question  prominently  before  the 
American  people  in  the  fall  elections  of  1900.  A  sincere  believer  in  the 
necessity  of  silver  as  an  adjunct  of  gold  in  the  channels  of  commerce, 
and  believing  that  compromising  differences  is  the  surest  means  of  suc- 
cess, it  seems  to  me  that  the  friends  of  silver  should  be  united  if  possible 
in  the  campaign  of  1900.  A  safe  compromise  would  be  the  purchase  of 
silver  by  the  government  with  silver  dollars.  All  the  silver  purchased 
to  be  coined  and  carried  to  the  United  States  Treasury,  the  government 
making  clear  the  difference  between  the  market  value  and  the  coinage 
value.  This  compromise  would  add  thousands  to  the  silver  forces,  and 
we  could  gradually  approach  our  heart's  desire,  the  free  coinage  of  silver. 

It  grieves  me  to  state  that  your  efforts  aided  by  those  of  the  Executive 
head  of  our  beloved  State,  to  annul  the  ninety-nine  years'  lease  of  the 
North  Carolina  Railroad  have  proven  abortive.  The  manifest  intention 
of  the  Federal  judiciary  to  decide  all  questions  pertaining  to  the  ninety- 
nine  years'  lease  in  favor  of  the  Southern  Railway  prompted  the  Gover- 
nor of  your  State  to  advise  and  request  the  directors  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Railroad,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the 
Southern  Railway  to  end  the  suit  against  them  and  pay  all  court  costs, 
thus  saving  the  State,  in  his  opinion,  a  useless  expenditure  of  many  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  suit  was  brought  by  the  Southern  Railway.  The 
views  of  the  Governor  were  endorsed  and  the  proposition  of  the  Southern 
Railway  was  accepted. 

The  unfortunate  termination  of  this  contest  on  the  part  of  the  people 
renders  it  imperative  that  they  should  arouse  themselves  and,  regardless 
of  party  affiliations,  see  to  it  that  the  next  legislature  shall  enact  a  law 
to  prevent  the  consolidation  direct  or  indirect  of  parallel  or  competing 
railroad  lines. 

The  control  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  the  most  liberal  of  our  great 
through  lines,  has,  more  than  once,  nearly  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Southern  Railway,  its  great  rival. 

This  calamity  has  been  averted  in  all  probability  rather  by  the  inter- 
ests of  officials  in  salaries  and  perquisites  than  through  desire  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  "Vour  efforts  to  secure  lower  passenger  and  freight  rates  should 
not  be  abated.  The  interests  of  the  railroads  ought  to  be  indissolubly 
linked  with  those  of  the  people. 

The  free  pass  system  ought  to  be  broken  up,  but  it  should  not  apply  to 
bona  fide  employees  of  railroads.  Your  railroad  commission  should  be 
preserved  and  its  powers  enlarged,  but  the  commissioners  should  not  be 
allowed  to  lower  rates  on  one  of  our  three  great  systems,  and  not  upon 
the  main  lines,  at  least  of  the  other  two.  This  discrimination  is  repug- 
nant to  North  Carolina  ideas  of  justice. 
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The  working  of  our  dirt  roads  is  second  in  importance  only  to  the  con- 
trol of  our  railways.  Our  convicts  should  be  made  to  work  our  roads  as 
far  as  practicable.  The  necessity  of  their  safe  confinement  and  mainte- 
nance is  evident.  The  penetentiary  is  not,  and  has  not  been  self-sustain- 
ing. Its  management,  both  under  Superintendent  Leazar  and  Superin- 
tendent Mewborne  has  been  good.  If  the  State  would  purchase  the 
Urquhart,  or  Northampton  farm,  and  the  Caledonia  farm  at  the  option 
price,  nine  dollars  per  acre,  sufficient  provisions  and  market  crops  could 
be  raised  on  these  two  farms  to  feed,  clothe  and  guard  all  convicts  not 
let  to  the  counties  to  work  on  their  roads.  There  are  about  one  thousand 
convicts  now  in  confinement. 

On  the  Urquhart  farm  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  convicts  and  eighty 
horses  and  mules.  There  are  in  cultivation  twelve  hundred  acres  in 
cotton,  one  thousand  in  corn,  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  wheat  and  oats. 
Corn  will  average  six  barrels  to  the  acre,  cotton  three-fourths  of  a  bale. 
Caledonia  is  divided  into  two  farms.  No.  i  has  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  in  cotton,  thirteen  hundred  in  corn,  and  three  hundred  in  wheat 
and  oats.  Corn  will  average  probably  seven  barrels  per  acre,  cotton  on 
account  of  the  excessive  rain  three  fifths  of  a  bale.  On  it  are  employed 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  convicts  and  eighty-five  horses  and  mules. 
Caledonia  No.  2  has  one  thousand  and  fifty  acres  in  cotton,  one  thousand 
in  corn,  three  hundred  and  fifty  in  wheat  and  oats,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  in  peanuts.  It  is  worked  by  one  hundred  and  six  convicts.  It  is 
approximately  correct  to  estimate  that  four  hundred  and  fifty  convicts 
will  make  twenty  thousand  barrels  of  corn  and  2,000  bales  of  cotton,  besides 
a  large  amount  of  wheat,  oats  and  peas.  The  option  on  these  farms  expire 
within  three  years.  Their  rental  is  fifty  cents  per  acre.  The  State  has  ex- 
pended thousands  of  dollars  in  dikes,  canals  and  ditches,  not  to  speak  of 
houses,  barns  and  fences.  If  taxes  ought  not  to  be  increased,  four  per  cent, 
bonds  could  be  issued  and  sold  at  above  par,  and  the  rental  would  be  less 
than  thirty-six  cents  per  acre.  The  farms  are  now  well  worth  twenty 
dollars  an  acre.  Unless  released  before  the  expiration  of  the  present 
lease  it  is  hardly  probable  that  they  can  be  released  after  that  time  at 
fifty  cents  per  acre. 

The  betterment  of  our  public  schools  deeply  concerns  all  of  us.  The 
amount  appropriated  by  the  state  is  insufficient  to  maintain  good  schools. 
Supplement  that  sum  by  local  taxation  and  private  subscription  and  we 
can  have  good  schools  in  every  community  worthy  of  our  great  common- 
wealth. 

Trusting  that  the  suggestions  made  may  result  in  good  to  you  as  indi- 
viduals, and  invoking  unity  of  action  in  all  good  works,  I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Graham. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer,  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  was  called 
upon  for  his  report,  which  is  herewith  submitted  ;  and  after 
reading,  it  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Lecturing: 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North  Carolina 

Fanners'1  State  Alliance  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  ending  with 
this  meeting.  In  doing  so  I  shall  follow  the  example  of  my  predecessors 
in  reviewing  the  condition  of  the  Order  and  recommending  such  action 
by  your  honorable  body  as  in  my  opinion  is  necessary  to  the  future  wel- 
fare and  growth  of  the  organization. 


J.  T.  B.  HOOVER,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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The  Farmers'  Alliance  was  born  of  necessity.  It  was  the  natural 
result  of  a  condition  of  agricultural  depression  that  was  becoming  insuf- 
'  i'erable.  One  of  its  grand  purposes  was  to  teach  to  the  agriculturalist  the 
underlying  causes  of  this  condition  and  the  proper  remedy  to  remove 
these  causes.  How  well  it  has  succeeded  in  its  great  work  of  education 
in  now  a  matter  of  history.  By  it  and  through  it  has  been  inaugurated 
t  revolution  for  reforms,  a  struggle  for  right  against  injustice  and  ine- 
quality, which  will  live  and  gather  force  till  "right  conquers  might," 
uid  every  principle  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  is  enacted  into  law. 

But  while  we  have  cause  to  feel  proud  of  the  educational  work  of  the 
Order  we  view  with  concern  and  regret  the  growing  apathy  which  has 
placed  its  blighting  hand  upon  the  organization  itself.  This  apathy 
must  be  removed  and  new  interest  aroused  or  our  Order  will  lose  its  place 
as  an  organized  power.  And,  brethren,  this  must  not  be;  for  it  is  by 
organization  alone — by  united  and  harmonious  action — that  those  who 
feed  and  clothe  the  world,  can  force  a  recognition  of  their  rights. 

Is  it  not  a  reversal  of  the  natural  order  of  things  that  the  producer  and 
original  sole  owner  of  the  absolute  necessities  of  life  is  dependent  upon 
those  who  live  by  his  toil  ?  Why  should  the  farmer  be  the  slave  when 
nature  has  placed  in  his  hands  the,  reins  of  the  master  ?  Why  is  it  he  is 
powerless  to  fix  a  price  upon  his  products  while  those  who  toil  not  form 
gigantic  trusts  on  every  one  of  these  products  and  sell  them  back  to  him 
at  their  own  figure?  It  is  but  an  object  lesson  of  organization  on  the  one 
hand  and  lack  of  it  on  the  other.  Nature  gives  the  farmer  a  monopoly 
of  the  necessities  of  life.  Organized  he  can  utilize  this  advantage  and 
become  the  absolute  dictator;  divided,  and  he  will  always  remain  the 
hewer  of  wood  and  the  drawer  of  water. 

In  view  of  the  great  possibilities  for  power  which  a  farmers'  alliance, 
in  the  very  nature  of  things,  possesses,  it  seems  incredible  that  so  many 
of  our  farmers  should  be  indifferent  to  the  weapon  that  would  give  them 
power.  It  is  this  class  of  vocation  that  we  must  reach,  and  the  task  of 
devising  ways  and  means  by  which  this  can  be  done  is  the  one  which 
now  falls  upon  your  honorable  body. 

As  a  member  and  officer  of  your  organization,  I  give  it  as  my  opinion 
that  this  can  be  done  by  establishing  the  Order  upon  a  basis  which  will 
offer  direct  and  material  benefit  to  our  present  members,  which  will  en- 
courage them,  and  induce  those  who  are  not  members  to  join  the  Order. 
Non-members  must  see  and  understand  that  members,  by  reason  of  being 
alliancemen,  are  able  to  buy  at  reduced  rates,  and  have  other  advantages 
which  the}'  cannot  secure  except  by  becoming  members  of  the  Order. 

Farmers'  organization,  carried  to  its  logical  conclusion  and  performing 
its  proper  function,  should  control  for  its  membership  every  means  of 
possession  and  distribution.  Through  it  the  farmer  should  own  the  fac- 
tories from  which  he  buys  his  manufactured  goods  of  all  kinds  at  reduced 
rates,  he  should  own  the  banking  institution  into  which  he  deposits  his 
money,  or  from  which  he  borrows  at  low  rate  of  interest ;  the  organiza- 
tion should  be  the  responsible  head  of  the  insurance  company  to  which 
he  pays  a  low  premium  on  an  absolutely  safe  policy  of  life  insurance.  In 
short,  the  organization  should  make  him  independent  of  the  favors  of  all 
other  classes ;  not  only  that,  but  this  would  make  him  the  dispenser  of 
favors. 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  this  end  can  be  accomplished  only  through  a 
long  but  steady  growth.  The  immediate  problem  for  you  to  grapple 
with  is  how,  with  our  present  membership  and  means,  we  can  revive  in- 
terest in  the  Order  and  start  the  organization  on  the  rOad  to  this  end. 
As  one  of  the  means  within  our  power  I  would  suggest  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  by  you  to  investigate  plans  for  relief  in  case  of  sickness  or 
death.     Establish  a  fund  into  which  the  members   shall   pay   a   small 
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amount  at  stated  intervals,  and  from  which,  in  case  of  sickness  a  brother 
shall  receive  a  benefit,  or  in  case  of  death  his  expenses  shall  be  paid. 
One  such  object  lesson  in  any  community  will  have  its  effect  for  good, 
and  this  can  be  done  with  our  present  membership. 

Another  thing  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention  is  the  decrease  in 
our  membership,  which  has  come  from  loss  of  our  lady  members  and 
young  people.  To  reach  them  it  is  necessary  to  have  something  of  special 
interest  to  them.  Let  us  endeavor  to  get  hold  of  our  young  people  on 
the  farms.  We  can  do  this  by  establishing  something  like  a  uniform 
rank  of  the  Alliance  in  which  music  and  literature  would  be  the  chief 
features  of  interest  and  instruction. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  unloose  your  shackled  lecturer.  Let  him  go 
into  the  highways  and  hedges  and  tell  the  people  of  the  Alliance  its  past, 
its  present,  and  what  it  hopes  for  in  the  future.  Our  lecture  system  has 
been  paralyzed  for  over  three  years,  and  while  efforts  have  been  made  on 
other  lines,  yet  nothing  has  been  done  for  this  right  arm  of  the  service. 
I  feel  sure  that  with  such  practical  help  as  our  business  agency,  a  relief 
department  for  the  membership,  a  thorough  lecture  system  on  non-parti- 
san lines,  that  with  the  membership  we  now  have,  the  life  of  the  Alliance 
is  assured. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year $     184  79 

Received  from  fees  and  dues 1,018  95 

Received  from  sale  of  books,  etc 13  15 

Received  from  State  Business  Agent 25  00 

Total  Receipts 1,241  89 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  on  last  year's  accounts  by  outgoing  Secretary $  215  95 

Amount  paid  State  Business  Agent,  account  of  Execu- 
tive Committee 25  51 

Postage  and  office  expenses 8S  16 

Fixing  rooms  for  present  meeting 6  51* 

President's  salary 100  00 

Secretary-Treasurer's  salary 500  00 

Return  of  Loan  to  State  Business  Agent 25  00 

Bill  for  ribbon  for  badges,  1S97 2  93 

Paid  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industral  Union 

for  Rituals 3  00 

Sundry  bills  printing  on  this  3'ear's  account 60  65 

1,027  71 

Balance  on  hand 214  18 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  B.  HOOVER, 

Secretary-  Treasurer. 
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N.  B. — I  would  respectfully  suggest  in  addition  to  the  above  that  the 
establishment  of  an  annual  exposition  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the 
State  Alliance  would  make  this  meeting  far  more  attractive.  We  have 
here  a  beautiful  park  that  could  be  used  for  this  purpose.  This  can  be 
made  a  powerful  auxiliary.  Here  ought  to  be  exhibited  all  kinds  of 
agricultural  implements.  I  am  informed  that  the  people  who  manufact- 
ure them  have  and  do  furnish  them  to  the  granges  of  Pennsylvania. 
Something  on  that  plan  would  add  much  to  our  Order. 

J.  T.  B.  HOOVER, 

Secretary-  Treasurer. 

The  report  of  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  State  Lecturer,  was 
next  presented,  read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Lectur- 
ing : 

To  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 

Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

Brethren  : — In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  I  submit  my  report 
as  State  Lecturer. 

On  the  17th  of  January  last  I  started  on  a  lecturing  tour  through  the 
counties  of  Moore,  Harnett,  Sampson,  Cumberland,  Bladen,  Pender  and 
Duplin.  At  the  request  of  Bro.  Parker  I  devoted  the  first  two  weeks 
almost  exclusively  to  the  guano  business,  and  made  contracts  with  dif- 
ferent parties  for  about  600  tons.  During  this  time  I  lectured  at  several 
points  in  the  above  named  counties  and  reorganized  a  dead  Alliance  at 
Bunn's  Level  in  Harnett  County,  and  also  one  at  Abbottsburg  in  Bladen 
County. 

After  the  guano  season  was  over  I  thoroughly  canvassed  Harnett 
County  and  reorganized  the  County  Alliance  on  the  17th  of  February. 
Only  one  Sub-Alliance  in  this  county  had  survived  the  political  cyclone 
that  had  swept  the  county  for  the  last  five  years.  I  also  found  one  Sub 
in  Sampson,  and  at  this  meeting  several  recruits  were  brought  into  the 
Order.  I  met  with  and  reorganized  five  other  strong  Subs  in  the  county, 
and  reorganized  the  County  Alliance  on  the  26th.  At  this  meeting  zealous 
Brother  Cicero  Johnson,  of  Ingold,  was  chosen  as  President,  and  with 
him  as  leader,  I  predict  a  bright  future  for  old  Sampson.  I  was  gratified 
to  find  that  the  true  spirit  of  the  Alliance  still  existed  in  Sampson  as  in 
1S92,  when  it  was  said  that  many  members  left  the  Order  because  we 
"  went  into  politics,"  which  I  have  found  is  the  reverse  of  true.  They 
left  because  we  would  not  do  so. 

I  then  travelled  over  portions  of  Duplin,  Pender  and  Bladen,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  finding  most  of  the  brethren  still  full  of  Alliance 
zeal,  though  through  neglect  and  in  want  of  a  more  thorough  lecture 
system,  had  allowed  the  organization  to  go  down.  Many  had  become 
disheartened  and  discouraged  by  our  enemies.  Although  Pender  and 
Bladen  have  some  of  the  most  faithful  and  zealous  members  of  any 
county  in  the  State,  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  they  also  hold  within 
their  borders  some  of  the  bitterest  and  most  unrelenting  enemies  of  any 
section  over  which  I  have  ever  travelled. 

I  tried,  brethren,  to  present  the  great  truths  of  the  Alliance  faithfully 
in  a  non-partisan  spirit.  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  recruits  come  into 
the  Alliance  from  all  political  parties.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without 
saying  that  it  is  my  honest  opinion  that  the  lecture  system  alone,  if 
rightly  applied,  will  bring  out  the  Alliance.  Even  with  a  shoe  factory,  a 
cotton  factory,  a  guano  factory  and  a  hat  factory,  if  we  had  them  the 
Alliance  will  still  continue  to  decline  if  you  ground  arms  in  the  lecture 
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system.  Our  leaders  and  the  originators  of  the  Alliance,  after  careful 
study  and  due  deliberation  recognized  this  important  fact  when  they 
made  this  feature  one  of  the  most  important  and  prominent  in  the  grand 
structure  of  the  greatest  organization  ever  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  a 
long-suffering  people. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

V.  N.  Seaweix, 

State  Lecturer. 

Bro.  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business  Agent,  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Business  Agency : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North  Carolina 

Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

Brethren: — In  making  my  report  to  }'Ou,  at  your  twelfth  annual  ses- 
sion, I  wish  in  the  outset  to  acknowledge  to  you  the  universal  courtesy 
and  encouragements  that  I  have  had  from  your  officers  and  members 
during  the  nine  months  that  I  have  been  your  Business  Agent. 

Especially  am  I  indebted  to  my  predecessor,  Bro.  T.  Ivey,  who  gave  me 
valuable  assistance  during  the  short  time  I  was  with  him  in  the  closing 
days  of  his  administration.  Whatever  of  success  I  have  had  is  due  to 
the  co-operation  and  determination  of  the  brethren  to  stand  by  the  Busi- 
ness Agency,  While  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  orders  along  some 
lines,  there  has  been  some  increase  along  others.  Therefore,  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  the  agency  has  done  more 
business  during  the  year  than  I  had  expected  when  I  first  took  charge  of 
the  office.  My  business  experience  has  been  pleasant,  which  is  largely 
attributable  to  the  efficient  help  that  I  have  had  in  my  office.  As  to  their 
efficiency  and  the  manner  in  which  my  office  has  been  conducted,  I  with 
pleasure  refer  you  to  the  Executive  Committee  whose  duty  it  has  been  to 
give  my  office  and  books  a  quarterly  examination. 

At  your  last  State  meeting  steps  were  taken  to  put  the  shoe  factory  in 
operation.  This  your  Executive  Committee  did,  but  not  without  much 
thought  and  careful  consideration  on  their  part. 

The  "available  assets"  that  the  Manufacturing  Committee  of  your 
last  session  reported  as  amounting  to  I6.564.3S  did  not  materialize  as  they 
expected.  The  $588.08,  in  what  was  known  as  the  dollar  plan,  was  left 
intact.  On  account  of  the  small  subscription  to  that  plan,  it  was  deemed 
impractical,  and  best  to  not  use  any  part  of  that  fund.  We  have  been 
paying  to  the  subscribers  of  this  fund,  in  cash  or  shoes,  as  preferred. 
There  is  still  due  the  subscribers  to  this  fund  $447.79,  which  we  are  pre- 
pared to  refund  whenever  called  for.  The  amount  that  the  committee 
reported  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Business  Agent  was  needed  to  pay 
bills  and  run  the  office  on.  Hence  of  the  $2,031.72  reported  in  hands  of 
State  Business  Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses only  $775.95  could  be  used.  The  $1,500  assets  reported  in  the  shoe 
factory  was  old  stock,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  shoe  factory  did  not 
think  it  advisable  to  use  this  stock  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  for  the 
membership,  consequently  the  most  of  this  stock  is  on  hand  yet.  Of  the 
$1,066.32  (not  including  bark)  reported  at  the  tannery  we  have  been 
able  to  realize  $726.39.  There  is  still  in  the  hands  of  a  commission  mer- 
chant of  this  stock  unsold,  about  $150  worth  of  leather  of  various  kinds. 
I  find  that  of  this  amount  ($726.37)  that  a  check  for  $506.48  was  received 
August  13th  last  and  placed  with  general  fund  of  State  Business  Agent. 
The  balance  ($219.91)  has  been  received  since  I  have  been  in  office  and 
placed  the  same  way. 


T.  B.  PARKER,  State  Business  Agent. 
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So  instead  of  $£564.38  reported,  we  had  only  about  #3, 500.00  to  operate 
on.  Upon  examination  the  superintendent  found  that  the  shoe  factory, 
instead  of  being  fully  equipped,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make  a  pair  of 
shoes.  This  fact  necessitated  a  trip  north  and  an  investment  of  over 
$1,000  of  our  available  funds,  for  machinery,  material,  etc. 

This  reduced  the  working  capital  to  an  extent  that  jeopardized  the 
industry.  But  with  determination,  the  Executive  Committee  and  super- 
intendent planned  and  decided  to  operate  on  the  cheapest  possible  plan. 
Instead  of  filling  the  factory  with  costly  experienced  hands,  only  enough 
were  secured  to  operate  the  machines  that  absolutely  required  expert 
operators.  Most  of  these  operators  could  run  several  machines,  thereby 
reducing  the  expenses  to  the  minimum.  With  this  small  force  of  experts, 
with  some  local  inexperienced  help,  the  factor}'  started.  Time  was 
required  to  break  in  the  inexperienced,  so  that  at  first  the  output  was 
small.  However,  as  the  hands  gained  in  experience,  the  output  increased 
until  the  results  were  quite  satisfactory.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the 
season  in  beginning,  and  the  scarcity  of  money,  we  did  not  find  as  ready 
sale  for  our  shoes  as  we  had  hoped  for.  However  we  continued  to  run 
the  factory  until  the  first  of  May.  We  closed  the  factory  to  dispose  of 
our  stock  of  shoes  and  until  such  time  as  this  body  or  the  Executive 
Committee  should  deem  it  advisable  to  commence  operations  again.  The 
following  report  was  given  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Since  making 
this  report,  we  have  shipped  out  about  250  pairs  of  shoes,  otherwise  there 
is  no  change. 

SHOE   FACTORY   REPORT,    MAY   2,    1 898. 

Operations  Commenced  December  /J,  189J,  suspended  April  sg,  /SgS. 

Materials  found  in  factory  at  beginning $    1,391  86 

Material  furnished  since 4,024  26 

Eabor — amount  paid  to  date 1 ,500  86 

Fuel  and  lights 176  65 

Total  material  and  operating  expenses $   7,09363 

Materials  on  hand  this  date ..$   2, 165  40 

Shoes  on  hand  this  date $   2,757  80 

Material  sold  and  shoe  repairing 20  17 

Amount  shoes  sold,  factory  prices 1,915   n 

4,693  08 

Total .....  $   £,85848 

Total  number  pairs  made,  3,553. 

Amount  still  due  on  bills  for  material,  none. 

Amount  still  due  on  labor,  none. 

In  this  report  I  wish  to  reiterate  the  suggestion  of  Bro.  Ivey  in  his 
report  to  this  bod}-  last  year.  He  said:  "  Let  your  Secretary  be  the  lungs, 
the  voice  of  the  Alliance,  heard  and  heeded  throughout  the  State.  With- 
out organization  and  re-organization,  your  Agency  will  soon  become  '  a 
back  number,'  and  the  strong  right  arm  will  wither  and  be  useless.  The 
benefits  of  the  Agency  are  not  a  cause,  but  a  result  of  organization." 

In  this  connection  permit  me  to  suggest  that  you  take  steps  at  this 
meeting  to  put  lecturers  in  the  field  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Alliance  on 
the  eternal  principles  of  "  Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men." 

I  herewith  append  a  table  of  commission  and  expenses,  also  a  partial 
list  of  merchandise  handled  by  the  Agency  for  the  year  from  August  1 , 
1S97,  to  August  1,  189S. 
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The  commission  account  is  smaller  than  that  of  last  year,  which  is 
attributable  to  the  smaller  commission  the  Agency  received  this  year  per 
ton  on  fertilizers.  It  was  deemed  better  to  divide  the  commission  for- 
merly received  by  this  Agency,  with  the  local  agent,  so  as  to  allow  him 
remuneration  for  his  services  as  agent.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  office  for  this  year  have  been  less  than  in  former  years — a 
result  of  reduction  in  salary  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  office. 

Trusting  that  you  will  have  a  harmonious  and  profitable  session,  and 
that  the  Alliance  and  its  principles  in  all  its  purity  may  be  advanced 
until  its  beneficient  influences  shall  extend  to  every  home  in  our  land, 
and  that  each  delegate  and  visitor  shall  receive  a  double  portion  of  its 
cardinal  doctrines  which  inspire  purity  of  thought  and  life,  I  am, 

Fraternally, 

T.  B.  Parker, 
State  Business  Agent. 

VALUATION   OF   MERCHANDISE   HANDLED   BY   THE   ALLIANCE 
AUGUST  I,   1897,  TO   AUGUST  I,   189S. 

Sugar,   L,ard,  Rice,  Hominy,  Pepper,  Spices, 
Groceries.  Bacon,   Salt,   Molasses,    Coffee,   Flour,  Soda, 

Axle  Grease,  Ship  Stuff,  Bran,  etc... $       3,505  S5 

Sorghum,  Grass,  Clover,  Rye,  Oats,  Wheat, 
Seeds.  B2ans,  Potatoes,  Lawn   Grass,  Garden  Seed, 

Alfalfa,  etc. ...$  842  27 

Stoves,    Farm   Bells,   Nails,   Paints,    Shovels, 
Hardware.        Barbed    Wire,     Pitchforks,     Steam    Engines, 

Axes,  Hoes,  etc $       2,567  22 

Saddles,  Wagons,   Road  Carts,  Feed  Cutters, 
Miscellaneous.  Buggies,  Harness,  Cotton  and  Corn  Planters, 

Alliance  Sewing  Machines,  Organs,  etc $       6,897  67 

Fertilizers 137,000  00 

Total $   150,81301 

Number  tons  Fertilizer  sold 7,211  7-10 

Number  Alliance  Sewing  Machines  sold 153 

YEAR.  COMMISSIONS.  EXPENSES. 

i890-'9i  I  10,06077  I  6,42s  01 

i89i-'92  7,82663  10,72785 

i892-'93  S,3i7   12  5,507  89 

1893-94 2,897  S7  5,634  67 

Fall  1894  991  08  1,805  47 

Spring  1895  3,01392  '  2,366^0 

i895-'96  8,36504  4,05563 

i896-'97 5,60037  3,193  23 

iS97-'98 4,68453  2,6543s 

The  report  of  Trustee  of  Business  Agency  Fund  was 
next  read  and  referred  to  Business  Agency  Committee: 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  following  action  of  the  State  Alliance  as 
to  the  uses  for  which  the  Business  Agency  fund  was  intended  and  the 
organization  of  the  shoe  factory. 

The  following  was  adopted  at  Asheville  at  session  of  1890: 
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SESSION    1890,    ASHEVIEEE,    N.    C.,    PAGE   31. 

Whereas,  The  State  Business  Agency  Fund  was  raised  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  Agency  a  credit— in  other  words  the  Fund  was 
placed  m  the  hands  of  a  Trustee  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protecting  cred- 
itors against  loss  by  reason  of  Alliances  failing  to  meet  their  obligations- 
and,  & 

Whereas,  The  State  Business  Agent  has  no  money  to  use  in  buying 
for  spot  cash  or  to  meet  drafts  made  on  him  for  purchase  made,  and  is 
compelled  to  make  arrangements  with  such  manufacturers  and  merchants 
as  will  sell  on  short  time;  therefore,  resolved,  etc. 

SESSION    1893,    GREENSBORO,    N.    C,    PAGE   34. 

Resolution  No.  35,  by  Cyrus  Thompson,  was  taken  from  the  calendar 
and  adopted  unanimously  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Far- 
mer's State  Alliance  has  never  had  nor  shall  have  the  power  to  apply  the 
fund  now  in  the  hand  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  to  any  other 
purpose  but  to  the  payment  of  losses  in  accordance  with  the  original 
intention  in  the  establishment  of  the  fund  and  in  compliance  with  the 
charter  passed  by  the  last  Legislature,  but  that  this  resolution  shall  not 
prevent  the  deposit  of  bonds  to  secure  over-drafts  of  the  Business  Agent 

This  resolution  was  understood  to  be  in  answer  to  the  charges  made 
that  the  Alliance  would  misapply  the  fund  and  to  assure  contributors 
that  if  they  did  not  withdraw  their  contributions  they  would  be  strictly 
applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  paid.  The  Legislature  had  amended 
our  charter,  and  contributions  could  have  been  withdrawn. 

AT   GREENSBORO   IN    1 894,    PAGE    25. 

The  Committee  on  Manufacturing  made  a  report  on  resolution  13  and 
recommended  its  adoption.     It  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows- 

That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany is  hereby  inaugurated.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  shall  be 
not  less  than  $5,000  nor  more  than  $50,000,  composed  of  shares  of  $1  00 
each.  w 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  forward  to  each  Secre- 
tary of  Subordinate  and  County  Alliances  subscription  blanks  for  shares 
of  stock  for  use  of  Alliances  of  said  county. 

That  when  the  Secretary  shall  receive  and  forward  not  later  than  No- 
vember I,  1894,  to  the  Secretary -Treasurer  of  State  Alliance  all  money 
subscribed,  and  that  when  $4,500  shall  have  been  received  in  cash  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  notify  the  State  Execu- 
tive Committee,  who  shall  formulate  a  constitution  and  by-laws  for  said 
corporation,  and  shall  call  a  meeting  of  all  subscribers  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  may  deem  best  for  organization.  Any  subscriber  not  able 
to  attend  may  send  his  proxy  with  Alliance  seal,  instructing  how  it  shall 
be  voted.  Each  share  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  Profits  of  said  bus- 
iness shall  go  only  to  owners  of  stock.  Certificates  of  stock  shall  be 
transferable  only  to  members  of  the  Alliance,  or  to  Alliances,  and  owned 
by  them  solely. 

No  contributor,  other  than  Sub,  County  or  State  Alliance,  shall  own 
more  than  one  hundred  shares  of  stock. 

The  charter  and  constitution  shall  contain  a  provision  that  members 
of  the  said  company  shall  be  liable  only  for  the  amount  of  stock  sub- 
scribed. 


30  Proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  Annual  Session 

AT   CAREY    1895,    PAGES   25    AND    26. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  was  made.  Report  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows: 

Plan  of  Organization  of  Shoe  Factory. 

By  authority  of  the  charter  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North 
Carolina,  chapter  — ,  section  10,  Laws  of  North  Carolina,  1889,  Thaddeus 
Ivey,  W.  S.  Barnes,  J.  W.  Denmark,  Cyrus  Thompson,  W.  H.  Worth, 
John  Graham,  A.  D.  K.  Wallace,  Sandy  Creek  Alliance,  No.  253,  Vance 
County,  N.  C,  and  such  County  Alliances,  Sub  Alliances  and  other  indi- 
viduals as  may  become  associated  with  them  for  the  purpose  herein  set 
forth,  are  incorporated  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  Manufacturing  Company. 

SEC.  2.  The  object  of  said  corporation  shall  be  to  manufacture  shoes, 
cloth,  yarns,  hats,  clothing,  meal,  flour,  wagons  and  farming  implements, 
to  tan  leather,  gin  cotton,  or  carry  on  any  other  branch  of  manufacturing 
or  business,  as  allowed  in  the  State  Alliance  charter. 

Sec  3.  The  capital  stock  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  five  thousand 
dollars  ($5,000)  nor  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000),  and  when 
five  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  paid  in  the  company  shall  organize 
and  begin  business.  All  payments  shall  be  paid  to  the  Secretary -Treas- 
urer of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  when  five  thou- 
sand dollars  is  received,  he  shall  notify  the  stockholders  and  call  a  meet- 
ing for  organization. 

SEC.  4.  The  capital  stock  shall  consist  of  whole  shares  of  stock  of  five 
dollars  each,  half  shares  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each.  A  certificate 
in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  directors,  shall  be  given  each 
stockholder,  and  each  whole  share  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  each 
fractioned  share  shall  be  entitled  to  its  proportional  part  of  one  vote. 

Sec.  5.  No  member  shall  be  liable  for  any  indebtedness  of  said  com- 
pany, save  the  stock  he  pays  in. 

Sec.  6.  Stock  shall  be  transferable,  as  provided  by  the  company  direc- 
tors. All  stock  shall  always  be  held  by  Alliances,  or  members  of  Alli- 
ances. 

Sec.  7.  The  company  shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  directors,  con- 
sisting of  the  Business  Agent  and  the  three  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  three 
other  directors  who  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  stockholders  of  the 
company. 

Sec.  8.  The  State  Business  Agent  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers' 
State  Alliance  shall  be  ex-officio  President  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  same  shall  be  ex-officio  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  company,  and  the  Directors  shall  elect  a  Superintendent 
and  other  employees,  and  fix  their  compensation;  and  shall  have  power 
to  buy  or  rent  or  lease  property,  and  do  all  other  things  necessary  to  ex- 
ecute the  objects  of  this  company,  and  at  soon  as  practicable  after  organ- 
izing, shall  commence  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  shoes,  to  be  followed 
by  the  manufacture  of  other  articles,  or  engage  in  such  other  business 
as  the  stockholders  may  direct. 

Sec.  9.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  shall  be  at  the  same 
time  and  place  as  that  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

SEC.  10.  The  Directors  shall  provide  regulations  whereby  stockholders 
of  the  company  may  receive  the  products  of  the  company  on  better 
terms  than  those  who  contribute  nothing. 

SEC.  11.  The  place  of  business  shall  be  at . 
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SEC.  12.  The  three  Directors  elected  by  the  stockholders  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  compensation  while  attending  to  their  duties,  as  may  be 
allowed  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  earnings  of  the  company,  by  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, on  approval  of  the  President. 

SEC.  13.  The  corporation  shall  continue  for  a  period  of  thirty  years, 
unless  sooner  dissolved. 

SEC  14.  The  stockholders  shall  have  power  to  make  and  adopt  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  this  body,  not  inconsistent  with 
the  foregoing  declarations. 

Sec.  15.  The  directors  shall  submit  a  report  in  writing  of  their  doings, 
and  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  to  the  stockholders  at 
their  annual  meeting,  and  likewise  to  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance  at  its  annual  session. 

Resolution  K.  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  Alliance  hereby  approves 
the  proposed  charter  of  the  N.  C.  F.  A.  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
authorizes  and  directs  the  State  Business  Agent,  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  assume  the  offices  and  perform 
the  duties  therein  provided  for  them  when  said  company  is  organized. 

The  Committee  have  also  examined  the  books  of  your  worthy  Trustee 
of  the  Business  Agency  Fund  and  finds  them  correct.  Your  fund  is  well 
guarded  and  faithfully  protected.  "The  winds  may  rage  aud  the  billows 
roll  "  and  "  political  cyclones  "  may  sweep  our  grand  old  State  and  nation, 
and  when  calm  and  quietness  again  settles  down  upon  the  earth,  you 
will  find  your  funds  in  the  hands  of  Bro.  Graham,  unharmed.  Brethren, 
you  need  not  give  yourselves  any  uneasiness  about  the  Business  Agency 
Fund.  For  an  itemized  statement  of  the  fund  and  how  it  is  invested,  I 
refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Trustee.  I  cannot  close  report  without  re- 
ferring to  an  act  of  Divine  Providence  which  brought  sadness  and  sorrow 
to  me.  I  refer  to  the  death  of  my  Brother  Committeeman,  Hon.  J.  J. 
Long.  In  the  death  of  Brother  Dong,  the  Alliance  has  lost  a  faithful 
officer,  a  christian  gentleman  and  a  time  Allianceman.  I  respectfully 
request  that  our  Brother  President  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  suitable 
resolutions  in  regard  to  his  death. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.    F.    HlLEMAN, 

Member  Executive  Committee. 

REPORT   OF   BUSINESS   AGENCY   FUND. 

Business  Agency  Fund,  August  1,  1S9S. 

$10, 000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds $     10,00000 

$3,000  of  this  is  deposited  as  security  for  debt  of 

State  Business  Agent,   contracted    by    Bro. 

Ivey,  State  Business  Agent.. 3,000  00 

Unincumbered $       7,00000 

Deed  of  trust  on  headquarter  property  at  Hills- 
boro,  except  shoe  machinery  aud  building 

in  which  located . 10,219  °° 

Loan  to  Executive  Committee  secured  by  mort- 
gage on  shoe  factory  machinery  and  build- 
ing in  which  located !,723  03 

Received  during  year  on  Worth  accounts 28  15 

1 1,970  iS 

Total $     iS,97o  iS 
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expenses  i897-'98. 

Traveling  expenses \ 

Postage  and  stationery 

Degal  services 

One  years'  salary 

Loan  to  shoe  factory  under  resolution  of  State 
Alliance 

CONTRA. 

I897. 

Aug.  i.   On    hand $  63930 

1898. 

Jan.  1.     Coupons,  $10,350  N.  C.  4's 207  00 

July  1.     Coupons,  $  10,000  N.  C.  4's 20000 

Three   per    cent,    premiums    on    $350 

N.  C.  sold 17  50 


35 

35 

11 

15 

11 

25 

700 

00 

200 

00 

957  75 


1,063  So 


Aug.  1.  On  hand $  10605 

1898. 
Jan.         Received  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Agent,  in- 
terest on  deed  in  trust  $10,219  one 

year  at  4  per  cent $  408  76 

Toan  to  shoe  factory $  150  00 


Paid  to  State  Business  Agent 258  76 


408  76 


By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  by  authority  of  the  Alliance 
I  had  deposited  $20,000  of  North  Carolina  four  per  cent,  bonds  in  the 
Citizens  National  Bank,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  to  protect  over-drafts  and  accounts 
of  the  State  Business  Agent. 

In  the  year  1896,  after  a  full  discussion  of  the  question  of  the  use  of 
the  fund  for  other  than  purposes  of  protecting  credit  of  the  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  by  the  Alliance,  at  Carey  in  1895,  the  Executive  Committee 
ordered  the  State  Business  Agent  to  draw  drafts  against  the  $20,000  for 
purchase  of  the  property  we  now  occupy — machinery  for  manufacture  of 
shoes,  tan  yard  and  steam  saw  mill — without  notifying  me  of  what  they 
were  doing.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  their  action  was  a  letter  from 
Brother  Hileman,  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee,  requesting  deposit 
of  more  bonds  in  bank  to  protect  State  Business  Agent's  accounts,  as  the 
$20,000  was  about  covered  with  debts.  This  I  declined  to  do,  and  left 
the  matter  for  the  action  of  the  Alliance  at  its  approaching  session. 

I  afterwards  learned  that  this  debt  of  more  than  $18,000  was  being  car- 
ried by  compounding  the  interest  every  ninety  days  against  the  bonds. 
The  interest  amounted  to  about  $1,000  per  year.  As  soon  as  I  learned 
this  fact,  I  sold  $15,000  bonds  and  redeemed  the  debt  that  much.  It 
would  have  been  foolhardy  if  not  criminal  to  destroy  the  fund  with  com- 
pound interest. 

The  condition  of  affairs  disclosed  is  shown  in  the  reports  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  for  i896-'97  and  iS97-'98,  and  need  not  be  repeated 
here.  I  wish  the  record  to  show  that  not  one  cent  has  been  lost  by  the 
action  of  the  Trustee,  nor  has  one  dollar  been  used  for  any  but  the  pur- 
pose for  which  contributed  with  his  assent. 
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As  I  have  often  stated  to  your  body,  frankness  demanded  that  we 
should  act  after  our  charter  was  restored  and  power  to  withdraw  contri- 
butions taken  away  with  closest  adherence  to  resolution  passed  when 
there  was  power  to  withdraw  the  money. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  Graham, 
August  1,  189S.  Trustee  Business  Agency  Fund. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock 
p.   M. 

Night  Session. 

The  night  session  met  promptly  at  8  p.  M.,  President 
Graham  in  the  chair. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  invite  Bro.  J.  P.  Sos- 
saman,  National  Lecturer,  to  address  the  members.  Bro. 
Sossaman  being  escorted  to  the  platform,  gave  us  a  pleasant 
talk. 

Bro.  D.  W.  Watson  was,  on  motion,  seated  as  delegate 
from  Alamance ;  Bro.  A.  J.  Moye  as  delegate  from  Pitt ; 
Bro.  A.  J.  Dalby  as  delegate  from  Granville ;  Bro.  W.  B. 
Fleming  as  delegate  from  Warren ;  Bro.  J*.  J.  Bagwell  as 
delegate  from  Wake ;  Bro.  J.  C.  Vaughan  as  delegate  from 
Cumberland. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Moye  moved,  and  the  motion  was  carried, 
that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  Senator  William  Mason, 
of  Illinois,  for  his  arduous  labor  in  the  passage  of  the  pure 
food  bill,  and  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  this  motion  to  the  Senator. 

Resolution  by  J.  M.  Roberts,  of  Cleveland,  for  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Lecturer's  office. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Motion  fixing  the  hours  of  meetings  as  follows  prevailed  : 
Morning  session  9.  A.  m.,  to  12  M.;  evening  session  from  2 
p.  m.  to  6  p.  m.;  night  session  from  8  p.  m.  to  adjournment. 

Resolution  by  H.  C.  Williams,  of  Johnson,  to  change 
constitution.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

Resolution  by  A.  J.  Moye  with  regard  to  the  State  Agri- 
cultural Department.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Demands 
and  Resolutions. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  Wednesday  morning. 
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SECOND, DAY— Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  August  10,   1898. 

The  Alliance  met  and  was  opened  in  regular  form, 
President  Graham  presiding. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Chaplain,  W.  S.  Mercer. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported 
substitute  for  resolutions  on  Agricultural  Department, 
which  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Whereas,  The  Agricultural  Department  of  North  Carolina  is  an 
institution  established  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  and  assisting  the 
farmers  of  the  State  in  the  advancement  of  their  profession;  and, 

Whereas,  The  present  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  occupies  the 
position  under  circumstances  not  creditable  to  himself  nor  fair  to  the 
great  body  of  farmers  in  the  State;  therefore, 

Resolved.  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  earnestly 
protest  against  his  selection  for  the  position,  and  respectfully  request  the 
Directors  of  the  Agricultural  Department  to  place  in  said  position  a  more 
suitable  man  at  the 'head  of  our  department  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 
Resolved  in  connection  with  the  above,  that  the  North  Carolina  Far- 
mers' State  Alliance  return  their  thanks  to  his  Excellency,  Gov.  Danl. 
L.  Russell,  for  his  efforts  to  further  our  demands  in  obtaining  cheaper 
railroad  charges  in  freight  and  passenger  rates  for  the  people  of  the 
State,  and  that  we  hereby  express  our  confidence  in  his  integrity  and 
earnest  desire  to  save  the  tax-payers  useless  expenditures. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  to  Governor  Russell. 

(Signed  by  Committee)  J.  A.  Fisher,  Chairman, 

D.  A.  Montgomery, 
Maury  Ward, 
H.  E.  Hodges, 
Z.  P.  Davis. 

The  Committee  on  Business  Agency  reported  favorably 
through  its  chairman  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  is  hereby  empowered  to  make 
such  contracts  as  they  may  think  proper  to  put  the  shoe  factor)'  in  opera- 
tion ; 

Provided,  That  the  reserve  fund  of  seven  thousand  dollars  is  not  to 
be  jeopardized  in  any  way. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  made  a 
report  through  its  chairman,  A.  H.  Paddison.  The  recom- 
mendation was  unfavorable  and  the  resolution  tabled. 
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The  following"  resolution  by  A.  J.  Moye  was  taken  from 
the  calendar  and  passed : 

Whereas,  The  tonage  per  car  load  on  fertilizers  has  been  increased 
from  ten  to  fifteen  tons,  and  the  said  increase  works  a  hardship  on  far- 
mers; therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  petition  the  Railroad  Commission  to  reduce  the 
minimum  tonage,  making  a  car  load  from  fifteen  tons  to  ten  tons;  that  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Railroad  Commission. 

(Signed)  A.  J.  Move, 

H.  E.  Hodges, 
D.  A.  Montgomery, 
Z.  P.  Davis, 
Maury  Ward. 

Resolution  by  H.  C.  Williams  tabled. 

Resolution  by  J.  M.  Roberts  tabled. 

Motion  by  W.  A.  Graham  instructing  the  Secretary  to 
strike  out  all  irrelevant  matter  carried,  after  which  a  recess 
of  thirty  minutes  was  taken. 

The  time  for  recess  having  expired,  the  Alliance  reas- 
sembled. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, read  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  report  was 
placed  on  the  calendar. 

The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  Alliance 
adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Graham. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  taken  from 
the  calendar,  and  the  various  recommendations  referred  to 
committees  as  follows : 

First  section  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Second  section  to  Committee  on  Lecturing. 

Section  three  recommended  that  certain  conditional  notes 
given  for  shoe  factory  be  returned  to  the  makers  of  said 
notes.  Recommendation  adopted,  and  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer ordered  to  return  the  notes. 

Section  four  recommends  that  the  bond  of  the  Trustee 
Business  Agency  Fund  be  reduced  to  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  the  salary  of  the  Trustee  be  made  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 
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To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North  Carolina 

Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

Your  Executive  Committee  began  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed  by 
putting  forward  every  effort  looking  to  the  operating  of  the  shoe  factory. 

After  much  correspondence  and  unavoidable  delay,  we  secured  the 
services,  at  $100.00  per  month,  of  Mr.  W.  O.  Roberts  as  superintendent. 
Mr.  Roberts  came  with  very  flattering  endorsements  and  recommenda- 
tions.    His  salary  commenced. 

Upon  a  thorough  examination  he  discovered  that  the  factory  was  by 
no  means  complete,  and  the  committee  found  it  actually  necessary  after 
a  conference  with  the  superintendent  that  more  machinery  be  secured, 
either  by  purchase  or  by  exchange,  of  some  superfluous  machines  before 
a  shoe  of  any  grade  could  be  finished  by  the  factory. 

The  committee  decided  to  send  the  superintendent  north  to  secure 
either  by  exchange  or  purchase  the  needed  machines. 

It  took  more  than  two  months  after  the  salary  of  the  superintendent 
began,  and  an  outlay  of  $969.38  for  machines  ($235.00  expense)  to  get 
this  needed  machinery  in  position  and  commence  operations. 

We  began  operations  in  earnest  on  December  15,  1897,  having  contracted 
conditionally  for  a  four  months  experimental  run  of  the  factory.  By 
this  time  we  had  discovered  that  not  more  than  about  fifty -five  per  cent, 
of  the  $6,564.38  thought  available  could  be  realized  for  this  work.  For 
the  discrepancy  on  this  account  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Business 
Agent,  but  deem  it  our  duty  to  say  that  the  $588.08  on  hand  subscribed 
under  the  Ivey  "  Dollar  Plan,"  which  was  included  in  the  above,  your 
committee  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  subscribers  inasmuch  as  a  suf- 
ficient amount  was  not  received  to  make  it  available,  according  to  the 
plan  of  subscription. 

The  factory  was  operated  to  the  close  of  April,  1S9S,  having  run  105 
days.  For  details  of  factory  work  we  again  refer  you  to  the  detailed 
statement  in  the  Business  Agent's  report.  We  deem  it  proper,  however, 
after  a  careful  scrutiny  of  all  his  figures,  to  state  that  there  appears  a  net 
loss  in  operating  the  factory  of  $362.6:,  besides  the  amount  of  $1,204.38 
expended  on  machinery  and  expense  before  operations  began. 

The  product  being  of  slow  sale,  and  there  still  remaining  $2,423,29  in 
finished  shoes  in  hand,  and  estimating  that  a  decrease  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
will  have  to  be  made  on  this  amount,  and  also  upon  the  shoes  out  on 
consignment,  added  to  above  net  loss,  will  show  a  loss  on  operating  the 
factory  of  $842.06.  To  the  credit  of  the  business,  we  will  say  there  were 
a  number  of  disadvantages,  to-wit  :  Green  labor;  too  much  engine  power 
for  the  amount  of  labor;  difficulty  in  getting  water,  all  of  which  added 
greatly  to  the  cost  of  output.  The  selling  season  was  over  before  we 
could  furnish  shoes.  On  account  of  want  of  means  and  the  short  period 
of  the  experiment,  we  did  not  think  it  wise  to  incur  the  expense  neces- 
sary to  remedy  these  and  other  evils — for  the  time  being. 

We  find  the  cost  for  labor  during  the  first  month  amounted  to  60c.  on 
each  pair  of  shoes  produced,  while  for  the  last  month  it  was  only  30c, 
and  for  the  whole  time  the  average  was  47.21c. 

With  the  above  experience,  and  under  existing  conditions  of  our 
finances,  we  do  not  think  it  wise  to  operate  the  shoe  factory  unless 
arrangements  can  be  made  with  brethren  or  other  parties  to  put  into  the 
business  money  as  an  offset  to  the  amount  now  invested,  giving  with 
proper  protection  to  our  interest,  absolute  control  of  the  business  to  the 
brethren  or  outside  parties  investing  their  money,  all  the  details  and  con- 
tract to  be  left  with  the  Executive  Committee  and  State  Business  Agent 
with  explicit  instruction  that  the  reserve  of  $7,co  1  is  to  be  unincumbered. 
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After  so  much  trouble  and  lavish  expense  to  procure  a  shoe  plant,  all 
of  which  was  outlined  in  the  Executive  Committee's  report  of  last  year, 
we  now  find  that  several  of  the  most  important  machines  in  the  factory 
belong  to  other  parties,  and  on  which  a  royalty  has  to  be  paid,  and  that 
if  the  factor)-  is  discontinued  these  machines  which  do  not  belong  to  us 
will  be  removed. 

As  to  the  operations  of  the  Business  Agency  Department,  we  refer  you 
to  his  report,  which  we  have  examined,  and  the  financial  part  of  it  found 
to  agree  with  the  books  of  the  department,  which  we  have  also  examined 
and  found  correct,  showing  profits  for  the  year.  Commissions  on  guano 
sold,  I3.596.17;  on  merchandise,  $1,088.36;  total,  $4,684.53,  while  the 
expenses  have  been  $2,654.38,  showing  a  net  profit  of  $2,030.15. 

The  committee  takes  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  clerical  force  in  the 
Business  Agency  Department  has  shown  a  degree  of  neatness  and  accu- 
racy worthy  of  special  mention  and  a  vote  of  thanks. 

The  present  condition  of  our  Order  and  its  finances  make  it  necessary 
in  our  judgment,  first,  that  the  office  of  Secretary -Treasure.-  be  consoli- 
dated with  that  of  the  State  Business  Agent,  and  that  the  salaries  of  the 
office  do  not  exceed  $1,500  per  year,  with  dwelling  and  garden  furnished 
for  a  business  of  $200,000  per  year,  and  one-half  the  commissions  on 
sales  over  and  above  $200,000. 

Second.  That  the  "  Lecture  System  "  be  strengthened  and  extended  by 
fixing  the  salary  of  the  State  Lecturer  at  $600  per  year,  with  house  and 
garden  and  traveling  expenses,  the  Lecturer  to  give  his  time  to  the 
work.  That  the  receipts  for  organizing  and  reorganizing  Alliances  be 
turned  into  the  treasury,  and  that  an  itemized  report  of  the  same  and 
of  his  expense  account  be  made  monthly  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee .  The  fields  and  plans  to  be  arranged  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  Lecturer,  and  properly  advertised. 

Third.  We  recommend  the  surrender  of  certain  notes  now  in  the  hands 
of  Secretary-Treasurer,  given  by  brethren,  payable  in  November,  1897, 
on  condition  that  the  shoe  factory  commence  operations  by  September 

15.  i397- 

Fourth.  We  recommend  that  the  bond  of  the  Trustee  be  reduced  to 

$10,000,  and  the  salary  of  Trustee  be  made  $250  per  year. 

The  excellent  report  of  your  Secretary -Treasurer  shows  for  the  year: 

Balance  from  last  year,  $184.79;  receipts  from  fees  and  dues,  $1,018.95; 

from  sales  of  books  and  other  sources,  $38.15,  making  total  $1,241.09. 

The  expenditures  were  $1,027.71,  showing  a  balance  of  $214.18  on  hand. 

We  have  examined  the  books  of  his  office  and  found  them  according  to 

this  report. 

J.  W.  Denmark,  Chairman, 
J.  E.  Person, 
W.  B.  Fleming, 
Thomas  J.  Oldham, 
John  Graham. 
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Supplemental  report  of  Executive  Committee  was  read 
and,  on  motion,  recommitted. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  Alliance 
adjourned  to  meet  at  8  p.  m. 

Night  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Graham. 

Resolution  by  A.  H.  Pritchard  authorizing  the  Business 
Agent  to  sell  the  shoes  on  hand  to  members  of  the  Alliance 
at  wholesale  prices.     Adopted. 

Suplemental  resolution  of  Executive  Committee  re-read 
and  tabled. 

Resolved,  That  the  pleasure  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance  is  hereby  expressed  to  the  Raleigh  Morning  Post  for  its  very 
kindly  editorial  in  its  issue  of  August  9th  commending  the  Alliance  for 
its  efforts  in  establishing  and  maintaining  a  manufactory  at  this  plate. 

(Signed)  T.  Ivey. 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions,  through 
their  chairman,  J.  A.  Fisher,  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion by  Dr.  A.  A.  Maynard  favorable : 

Resolted,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  four  members  of  the  North 
Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the 
President  added,  who  shall  act  as  ex  officio  chairman  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  holding  an  encampment  on  the  Alliance 
grounds  annually . 

Resolved,  further,  That  should  this  committee  deem  it  proper  to  hold 
this  encampment  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  assure  success. 

Adopted. 

The  following  brethren  were  appointed  as  committee : 
A.  J.  Moye,  T.  B.  Parker,  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  R.  B.  Lineberry. 

Recommendation  by  Executive  Committee  consolidating 
the  offices  of  State  Business  Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer 
reported  by  Committee  on  Business  Agency  through  its 
chairman,  A.  J.  Moye.     Unfavorable.     Tabled. 
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THIRD  DAY — Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  August  11,   1898. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Graham. 

Prayer  by  Chaplain  W.  S.  Mercer. 

Song  by  the  brethren. 

The  following  resolutions  were  reported : 

Resolution  on  reduction  of  salary  Business  Agent,  by 
T.  Q.  Copeland.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  by  T.  A.  Green  on  same  subject  referred  to 
same  committee. 

Resolution  by  J.  J.  Bagwell  on  the  organization  of  a 
Lecture  Bureau.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Lecturing. 

Resolution  by  W.  H.  Davis  on  unpaid  account  of  Dr.  V. 
N.  Seawell.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  to  change  Constitution  by  A.  J.  Moye.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  made  a  talk  on  the  shoe  factory, 
and  business  connected  with  it. 

On  motion  of  T.  O.  Copeland  all  speakers  were  limited 
to  five  minutes,  and  only  one  speech  allowed  any  member 
on  same  subject  without  consent  of  house.     Carried. 

Bro.  E.  H.  Wilson,  chairman  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, on  behalf  of  the  Orange  County  Alliance,  gave  an 
invitation  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  State  Alliance 
to  attend  a  picnic  to  be  given  in  their  honor  at  Occoneechee 
Farm  August  12th.  He  also  read  a  letter  from  President 
Alderman,  of  the  University,  and  Prof.  Massey,  of  the  A. 
and  M.  College,  who  had  been  invited  to  deliver  addresses 
on  that  occasion  on  the  subject  of  Education.  President 
Alderman  and  Prof.  Massey  accepted  the  invitation.  He 
also  read  another  letter  from  Col.  J.  S.  Caar,  kindly  tend- 
ering the  use  of  the  farm  and  providing  vehicles  also  to  the 
members  to  take  them  to  the  farm. 

President  Graham,  on  the  part  of  the  Alliance,  in  a  beau- 
tiful speech,  accepted  the  invitation  thus  extended. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Orange  County  Alliance 
for  their  hospitality;  also  to  President  Alderman  and  Prof. 
Massey  for  their  kindness,  and  to  Col.  J.  S.  Carr  for  his 
courtesy  in  extending  to  the  State  Alliance  the  use  of  his 
beautiful  Occoneechee  farm  on  that  occasion  was  passed  by 
a  unanimous  vote. 


4-0  Proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  Annual  Session 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  Alliance 
adjourned  to  meet  at  the  regular  hour. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  met  promptly,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
President  Graham. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lecturing,  E.  H. 
Wilson,  reported  substitute  for  second  section  of  Executive 
Committee's  recommendation. 

Also  striking  out  the  word  "commission"  in  same  sec- 
tion relative  to  Business  Agency,  and  recommended  that 
the  salaries  of  the  Business  Agents's  office  do  not  exceed 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  year.  This  substitute,  with  its 
recommendations  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  election  of  officers  was  made  special  order 
for  8  p.  m. 

Resolution  to  pay  account  due  Dr.  V.N.  Seawell adopted. 
Account  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Resolution  to  change  Constitution  reported  by  A.  H. 
Paddison,  chairman  of  Committee  on  By-Laws  and  Consti- 
tution.    Unfavorable.     Tabled. 

On  motion  of  W.  B.  Fleming  section  3,  of  Article  10,  of 
the  Constitution,  was  stricken  out. 

Resolution  by  W.  A.  Graham  that  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer is  hereby  directed  to  have  such  quantities  of  rituals 
printed  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  demands  of 
the  Alliances.     Adopted. 

Nothing  further  appearing,  the  Alliance  closed  to  meet 
at  8  p.  m. 

Night  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 
The  election  of  officers  being  the  special  order,  was  taken 
up.     The  following  brethren  were  elected  : 
President — John  Graham,  Warrenton. 
Vice-President — D.  O.  Bryan,  Jonesboro. 
Secretary-Treasurer — J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Hillsboro. 
Lecturer — Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  Villanow. 
Assistant  Lecturer — W.  H.  Davis,  Williamsboro. 
Chaplain — W.  S.  Mercer,  Moyock. 
Steward — A.  J.  Moye,  Farmville. 
Doorkeeper — George  T.  Lane,  Greensboro. 
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Sergeant-at-Arms — D.  W.  Watson,  Maywood. 

State  Business  Agent — T.  B.  Parker,  Hillsboro. 

Trustee  Business  Agency  Fund — W.  A.  Graham,  Mach- 
pelah. 

Executive  Committee — C.  C.  McLellan,  Godwin;  Dr. 
J.  E.  Person,  Pikeville;  T.  J.  Oldham,  Teer;  W.  B.  Flem- 
ing, Ridgeway ;  J.  W.  Denmark,  Raleigh,  chairman. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  State  Alliance 
at  headquarters,  and  to  their  wives,  for  their  kind  enter- 
tainment during  the  meeting:  of  the  State  Alliance. 
Adopted. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  railroad  companies  for  favors  in 
reduction  of  fares  to  State  meeting.     Adopted. 

Motion  requesting  W.  A.  Graham  to  formulate  a  plan  of 
relief  for  the  membership,  and  report  same  to  Executive 
Committee.     Carried. 

There  being  nothing  further  before  the  Alliance,  the 
body  adjourned  to  meet  at  their  next  regular  meeting  in 
August,  1899.  Thus  has  ended  another  of  those  pleasant 
reunions  of  the  farmers  from  every  part  of  the  State,  meet- 
ings in  which  the  social  feature  of  the  Alliance  is  upper- 
most, and  where  harmony  and  brotherly  love  prevail,  and 
encourages  us  to  hope  for  the  establishment  in  the  near 
future  of  an  annual  encampment  here  among  these  beauti- 
ful hills  on  our  own  grounds,  where  the  farmer  and  his 
family  may  find  a  week  of  rest  and  pleasure,  each  day  of 
which  may  be  filled  with  some  lessons  of  instruction  as 
well  as  pleasure. 

J.  T.   B.   HOOVER, 

Secretary-  Treasurer. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 


Alamance D.  W.  Watson Haywood,  N.  C. 

Anson Dr.  A.  A.  Maynard Wadesboro,  N.  C. 

Bladen E.  N.  Roberson Tar-Heel,  N.  C. 

Beaufort H.  E.  Hodges Mineola,  N.  C. 

Bertie A.  H.  Pritchard Kelford,  N.   C. 

Brunswick W.  W.  Drew 

Carteret David  McCain Newport,  N.  C. 

Catawba J.  F.  Click Hickory,  N.  C. 

Chatham R.  B .  L,ineberry Pittsbofo,  N.  C. 

Cleveland J.  P.  Roberts 

Columbus W.  S.  Frink Elkton,  N.  C. 

Cumberland J.  C.  Vaughn Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Currituck W.  S.  Mercer Moyock,  N.  C. 

Davidson    Alexander  Suicegood 

Duplin Maury  Ward Joford,  N.  C. 

Durham W.  J.  Blalock Durham,  N.  C. 

Edgecombe D.  T.  Britt Tarboro,  N.  C. 

Forsythe R.  E.Marshall 

Franklin    J.  M.  Winston Youngsville,  N.  C. 

Gaston F,  W.  Thompson 

Granville Dr.  A.  J.  Dalby Oxford,  N.  C. 

Guilford D.  T.  Montgomery McLeansville,  N.  C. 

Halifax J.  A.  Carter 

Hertford E.  G,  Sears Como,  N.  C. 

Hyde     B.  J.  Carawan Fairfield,  N.  C. 

Jackson T.  M.  Frezelle Beta,  N.  C. 

Johnson H.  C.  Williams Benton ville,  N.  C. 

Lincoln Maj.  W.  A.  Graham Machpelah,  N.  C. 

Martin T.  D.  Green Williamston,  N.  C. 

Montgomery  

Moore D.  O.  Bryan Jonesboro,  N.  C. 

Nash G.  M.  D.  Langley Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

Onslow 

Orange E.  H.  Wilson Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

Pamlico H.  E.  Cowell Bayboro,  N.  C. 

Pasquotank 

Pender A.  H.  Paddison Burgaw,  N.  C. 

Pitt A.  J.  Moye Farmville,  N.  C. 

Randolph Nixon  Premell . . 

Richmond . 

Roberson E.  G.   Johnson Lumberton,  N.  C. 

Rockingham J .  C.  Dasley _ _ . . Berry,  N.  C. 

Rowan Capt.  J.  A.  Fisher Salisbury,  N.  C. 

R  utherf ord  .    

Sampson 

Stokes 

Tyrrell 

Union 

Vance W.  H.  Davis Williamsboro,  N.  C. 

Wake J.J.  Bagwell _  Garner,  N.  C. 

Warren W.  B.  Fleming Ridgeway,  N.  C. 

Washington H.  P.   Alexander Roper,  N.  C. 

Wayne Z.  P.  Davis Eureka,  N.  C. 

Wilson .  S.  H.  Tyson  . .  _ Saratoga,  N.  C. 
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M.  A.  THRONEBURG  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 
»j«     sr     s*     .♦.     .•»     -J,     sr   Newton,  N.  C. 

WE  ARE  DETERMINED  TO  CUT    PRICES  IN  LINE    WITH  4     l/> 
CENTS   COTTON    ON    ALE 

Fruit  Trees,  Vines,  Plants,  Etc., 

In  Fact  Everything  Kept  by  First=class  Nurserymen. 


ALL  STOCK    IN    THRIFTY  CONDITION.     TREES 
RUN    FROM   4   TO    7    FEET   HIGH,    AND 
GUARANTEED  TO  GIVE  SATISFACTION. 


Special  prices  to  Alliancemen.      Write  for  Catalogue. 
Jdgg^  We  are  prepared  to  fill  wholesale  orders. 

M.  A.  THRONEBURG  &  CO. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  COMMISSION  FOR  CONTROLLING  CROP  PESTS,  RALEIGH. 
Certificate  of  Examination  of  Nursery  Stock. 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN  :— 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  nursery  grounds  of  M.  A.  Throneburg  &  Co., 
at  Newton,  N.  C,  were  personally  inspected  by  me  on  August  10,  1S9S  ; 
that  the  growing  stock  gave  no  indication  of  any  species  of  insects  desig- 
nated as  dangerous  pests  by  the  Commission,  and  was  apparently  healthy 
in  every  respect. 

This  Certificate  does  not  extend  to  a  longer  period  than  Sept.  /,  1899,  no> 
does  it  iticlude  any  stock  not  grown  in  the  nurseries  of  the  aforesaid. 
No.  99.  CHAS.  E.  CHAMBLISS,  Entomologist. 

Approved  for  the  Commission: 
Good  tiu.  Skpt.  i,  1899.  W.  A.  WITHERS,  Chairman. 
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BEST  AND  CHEAPEST 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEEKLY 
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J.  L.  RAMSEY,  Editor. 


C.  H.  POE,  Associate  Editor 
J.  IV.  DENMARK,  Bus.  Mgr. 


The  Progressive  Farmer 


RALEIQH,  N.  C. 


:S1.00Sr 


EVERY  NORTH  CAROLINA 
ALLIANCEMAN  SHOULD  READ  IT 


:$!.OOg; 


THE  OFFICIAL  ORGAN  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA 

FARMERS'  ALLIANCE  SINCE  ITS  ORGANI- 
^— NATION-TRIED  AND  TROE.^c- 

And  this  is  not  all — he  should  see  that  all  his  neighbors 
take  it.  It  is  almost  as  hard  to  find  the  proverbal  needle 
in  the  haystack  as  it  is  to  find  a  good  Allianceman  who 
does  not  read  his  state  organ.  That  is  testimonial  enough 
to  its  faithfulness  and  to  its  value  and  importance  to  the 
Order. 

In  every  State  where  the  Alliance  organ  has  lived  and 
prospered,  the  Order  has  also  prospered. 

Weekly,  8  pages,  48  columns.     THE   ONLY   FARM 
AND  FAMILY   PAPER  IN  THE  STATE. 
Address, 

THE    PROGRESSIVE     FARMER, 

X3^- — RALEIGH,   N.  C.     ^w 
$1.00  PER  YEAR.  SAMPLES  FREE. 


Advertisements. 


45 


of  Hortfy  Carolina,        2Z  &: 


>,    £ 


CO 
> 


►^1 

J-l 

O 
■4-> 

<u 

tr.nity 
Snm- 

CO 

1-1 
O 

'J-' 

•~ 

£ 

£J 

CO 

rf 

Cl,    >, 

c/3 

^—- 

CO 

in 

h-I 

O      CD 

LO 

a 

O 

0 

JS    c 

CO 

U 

«r 

<w 

_o 

o 
o 

<    +J 

CO 

O 

£ 

& 

s 

T3 

o 
C/3 

CO 
(J 
CO 

O 

»S       CO 

u 

In 

£3 

< 

"as 

a 

'co 

a3 
cd 

CO 

c 

OJ 

CD 

u 

CM 

J     J 

00 

u 

00     « 

j3 

o 

O 

aJ 

=63=      CO 

.  ^ 

fa/) 
as 

<d 
t-. 

< 

a 

03 

r^,      a, 

pq  ^ 

CO 

1-1 

cd 

"o 
03 
<u 

t-l 

o 
u 

03 

a, 

00 

co 
O 

U 

C 

E 

o 
o 

03 

o 

"o 

o 

4-J 
CO 

b^o 
*-. 

U 

ai 

<d 

a 

cd 

H3 

e 

o3 
PJ 

o  5S 

•~       CD 

U 

cu 

^4 

fe 

w 

o 

c 

a 

O 

^  £ 

2  I 

o 
o 


For  Catalogue,  address, 

PRESIDENT  ALDERMAN, 

Chapel  Hill,  AT.  C 
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Clifton,  Scarboro  &  (£<x, 

...PRACTICAL... 

33ook  anb  3ob  Printers 

'^^- ^RALEIGH,    N.    C.^m^^ 
ALL  MAIL  ORDERS  GIVEN  PROflPT  ATTENTION. 


Chattel  Mortgages,  Lien  Bonds,  Placards  for  Posted  Land,  Etc., 
8@~ALWAYS  ON  HAND."©8 


STANDARD 

and  Thoroughbred  Horses. 

v     FINE  JERSEY  AND  B  LACK  ESSEX  HOGJ 

^RiZEWiNNiM&^ouiTRy  ofall Kinds. 
CD  ronz-eTurkeys.  Pekin  Ducks-Pea  Fowls. 

njd    Contrasts  With 

Edge  Occoneechee^uttei^. 


■■-■■     ■■a    '•'    :•-   '  .  ■  ■■■■»■ 

WRITE" FOR  CATALOGUE: 

■■■■.A#KR;ES"S 

OCCONEECHEE  FARM 

tyURriAM,  IM.  c. 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 


OF  THE 


North  Carolina  Fanners'  State  Alliance, 


HELD    NEAR 


HILLSBORO,  N.  C, 

AUGUST  8,  9,  10,  1899. 


WM.  A.  GRAHAM,  President,  Atachpelah,  N.  C. 

T.  B.   PARKER,  Secrpfary-Trra.mrer,  ttltabora,  2V".  C. 


Sr 


RALEIGH,  N    0.: 

AXFOED,  Byntm  &  Christophers,  Printers, 

1899. 


1886.  1898. 

^r  NORTH  CAROLINA  "ifr 

FARMER5'  STATE  ALLIANCE 

Business  &>Qency 

WAS  ESTABLISHED  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THE 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  ALLIANCE. 


IT   CAN   AID   YOU    IN    PURCHASING 

Groceries,    Hardware,    Farming    Utensils,    Buggies, 
Wagons,  Harness,  Furniture,  Sewing  Machines, 
Cotton  Gins,  Presses,  Engines,  Wagon  Scales, 
Threshing   Machines,    Saw   Mills,   Cook 
Stoves,  Feed  Cutters,  Corn  Shellers, 
Cane  Mills,  Plows,  Harrows,  Farm 
Bells,  Washing  Machines,  Oils, 
Roofing,   Paints,  Barbed 
and  Plain  Wire,  Mow- 
ing Machines,  Hay 
Presses,  and 
Rakes. 
Corn  and  Cotton  Planters,  Guano  Sowers,  Fertilizers, 
Manure  Spreaders,  Etc.,  Etc. 

I^y  Write  for  prices  on  anything  you  wish  to  pur- 
chase, and  we  will  try  to  save  you  money. 

Fraternally, 

T.  B.  PARKER,  S.  B,  A., 

HILLSBORO,  N.  C. 


CONSTITUTION  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 


OF  THE 


North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 


HELD    NEAR 


HILLSBORO,  N.  C, 

AUGUST  8,  9,  10,  1899. 


WM.  A.  GRAHAM,  President,  Machpelah,  X.  C. 

T.  B.  PARKER,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Hilhboro,  N.  C. 


RALEIGH.  N    0. : 

Ai.fokd,  Btnxjm  &  Christophers.  Printers, 

1899. 


LISX    OF    OFFICERS 

ELECTED  AUGUST,   1899. 


PRESIDENT : 

WM.  A.  GRAHAM .       Machpelah,  N.  0. 

vice-president: 
JAMES  S.  MITCHELL Wintcm,  N.  G. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER  : 

T.  B.  PARKER.  Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

« 
lecturer: 

DR.  Y.  N.  SEAWELL Faison,  N.  0. 

,  CHAPLAIN  : 

W.  S.  MERCER  ...  Moyock.  N.  C. 

steward: 
J.  C.  BAIN Wade,  N.  C. 

doorkeeper : 
GEORGE   T.   LANE....  , Greensboro.  N.  C. 

SERGEANT-AT—ARMS  ; 

D.  W.  WATSON    May  wood,  N.  0. 

STATE    BUSINESS    AGENT: 

T.  B.    PARKER ....  Hillsboro.  N.  C. 

TRUSTEE     B.     A.    FUND! 

\V.  A.  GRAHAM   ....Machpelah,  N.  C. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

C.  C.  McCLELLAN Godwin,  N.  0. 

DR.  J.  E.  PERSON  Pikeville,  N.  C. 

T.  J.  OLDHAM  .  Teer.N.  0. 

\V.  B.  FLEMING.  .Ridgeway,  N.  C. 

J.   VV.   DENMARK,  Chairman-  Raleigh,  N.  0. 


CONS  AP  I  T  U  TION 

OF   THK 

NORTH   CAROLINA 

Farmers'  State  Alliance. 


AMENDED  AT  HILLSBORO,  N.  C,  AUGUST  8,  9,  10, 


ORDER    OF    BUSINESS    FOR    STATE     ALLIANCE. 

1.  Calling  roll  by  counties — each  delegate  answering  to  his  name, 
who  will  thereupon  present  his  credentials  to  the  Secretary. 

2.  Reading  of  the  Daily  Minutes. 

3.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

4.  Reports  of  Officers. 

5.  Reports  of  Committees. 

6.  Motions  and  Resolutions. 

7.  Unfinished  Business. 

8.  Election  of  Officers. 

9.  Installation  of  Officers. 

DECLARATION    OF    PURPOSES. 

Whereas,  The  general  condition  of  our  country  imperatively  de- 
mands unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  laboring  classes,  reformation 
and  economy,  and  the  dissemination  of  principles  best  calculated  to 
encourage  and  foster  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits;  encour- 
aging the  toiling  masses,  leading  them  in  the  road  to  prosperity,  and 
providing  a  just  and  fair  remuneration  for  labor,  a  just  exchange  for 
our  commodities,  and  the  best  means  of  securing  to  the  laboring 
classes  the  greatest  amount  of  good  ;  we  hold  to  the  principle  that 
all  monopolies  are  dangerous  to  the  best  interest  of  our  country,  tend- 
ing to  enslave  a  free  people  and  subvert  and  finally  overthrow  the 
great  principles  purchased  to  the  fathers  of  American  liberty.  We 
therefore  adopt  the  following  as  our  declaration  of  principles : 

1.  To  labor  for  the  education  of  the  agricultural  classes  in  the  science 
of  economical  government  in  a  strictly  non-partisan  spirit. 

2.  To  endorse  the  motto,  "In  things  essential,  unit/;  and  in  all 
things,  charity. " 

3.  To  develop  a  better  state,  mentally,  morally,  socially  and  finan- 
cially. 

4.  To  create  a  better  understanding  for  sustaining  civil  officers  in 
maintaining  law  and  order. 


4  Constitution  of  tlie 

5.  To  constantly  strive  to  secure  entire  harmony  and  good  will 
among  all  mankind  and  brotherly  love  among  ourselves. 

6.  To  suppress  personal,  local,  sectional  and  national  prejudices, 
and  unhealthy  rivalry,  and  all  selfish  ambition. 

7.  The  brightest  jewels  which  it  garners  are  the  tears  of  widows 
and  orphans,  and  its  imperative  commands  are  to  visit  the  homes 
where  lacerated  hearts  are  bleeding;  to  assauge  the  suffering  of  a 
brother  or  sister  ;  bury  the  dead  ;  care  for  the  widows  and  educate  the 
orphans ;  to  exercise  charity  towards  offenders ;  to  construe  words 
and  deeds  in  their  most  favorable  light,  granting  honesty  of  purpose 
and  good  intention  to  others;  and  to  protect  the  principles  of  the 
Alliance  unto  death.  Its  laws  are  reason  and  equity;  its  cardinal 
doctrines  inspire  purity  of  thought  and  life  ;  its  intentions  are  "peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men." 

8.  That  we  demand  equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Farmers'  State  Alli- 
■  ance  op  North  Carolina,  and  shall  have  power  to  make  its  own  Con- 
stitution, and  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  and  Business. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  County  Alli- 
ance containing  2,000  members  or  less,  and  an  additional  delegate  for 
every  1,000  members  in  excess  of  2,000,  its  officers,  Executive  and 
Judiciary  Committees  and  District  Lecturers:  Provided,  however,  that 
none  but  delegates  be  allowed  to  vote  except  in  case  of  a  tie,  when 
the  President  shall  have  the  casting  vote.  It  shall  elect  a  President, 
Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Business  Agent,  Lecturer, 
Steward,  Chaplain,  Doorkeeper,  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  Sergeant- 
at-arms,  who  shall  hold  office  for  twelve  months — except  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  who  shall  hold  office  for  five  years,  one  mem- 
ber being  elected  at  each  annual  session,  or  until  their  successors  are 
elected  and  installed,  when  the  retiring  officers  shall  be  honorary 
members  for  that  session  only.  The  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency 
Fund  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  Alliance.  All  members  of  Subordinate 
Alliances  in  good  standing  are  eligible  to  office  in  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  3.  A  County  Alliance  shall  be  organized  when  there  are  three 
or  more  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  county,  to  be  composed  of  del- 
egates from  the  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  ratio  as  each  County 
Alliance  may  elect,  but  not  less  than  one  delegate  for  each  ten  mem- 
bers. 

Sec  4.  A  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  not  be  organized  with  less  than 
five  members,  nor  nearer  than  three  miles  by  a  direct  line  to  an  Alli- 
ance in  the  same  county,  except  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  such  Alliance  or  Alliances. 

Sec.  5.  The  County  and  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  elect  the  same 
officers  as  the  State  Alliance,  to  hold  office  for  same  length  of  time, 
except  that  the  entire  Executive  Committee  shall  be  elected  each 
year.  "That  officers  and  members  of  standing  committees  to  be  con- 
sidered active  members  of  the  County  Alliance,  and  on  all  questions 
coming  before  that  body,  just  as  allowed  other  members,  provided  the 
County  Alliance  so  elect." 

Sec  6.  Delegates  from  a  majority  of  the  counties  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  State  Alliance.  Delegates  from  one-fourth  of  the 
Subordinate  Alliances  a  quorum  of  the  County  Alliance.  Three  mem- 
bers a  quorum  of  the  Subordinate  Alliances,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided in  their  By-Laws.     In  the  absence  of  a  qnorum  at  any  meeting, 
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the  presiding  officer  may  announce  a  recess  for  such  time  as  may  be 
desirable,  not  to  exceed  twenty-four  hoars. 

Sec.  7.  The  election  shall  be  by  ballot  when  more  than  one  name  is 
proposed,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  decide  the  same. 

Seo.  8.  Delegates  to  the  State  Alliance,  shall  be  elected  at  the  July 
session  of  the  County  Alliance  and  shall  hold  office  for  twelvemonths. 
Delegates  to  the  County  Alliance  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Subordi- 
nate Alliances  in  December,  March,  June  and  September.  Officers  of 
the  County  Alliance  at  their  July  session.  Officers  of  Subordinate  Al- 
liances at  the  first  meeting  in  June  each  year  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable. 

Sec.  9.  The  State  Alliance  shall  meet  annnually  on  the  second  Tues- 
day in  August,  at  12  o'clock,  m.,  at  such  place  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  State  Executive  Committee.  County  Alliances  shall  meet  on 
the  second  Thursday  in  January,  April.  July  and  October,  But  to 
suit  the  conveniences  of  the  State  Lecturer,  the  time  of  the  county 
meetings  may  be  altered,  within  the  range  of  the  first  twenty  days  of 
the  months  named  by  the  State  President,  Executive  Committee,  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer and  the  Lecturer,  a  majority  concurring  therein,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  purpose  in  view  in  the  division  of  the  State  into 
Lecture  Districts,  under  Art.  I,  Sec.  10.  Subordinate  Alliances  shall 
meet  at  least  once  a  month.  Tne  President  of  the  State  Alliance  may 
call  a  meeting  on  application  of  the  Presidents  of  one-fourth  of  the 
County  Alliances.  The  Presidents  of  a  County  Alliance  on  applica- 
tion of  the  Presidents  of  five  Subordinate  Alliances.  The  Presidents 
of  a  Subordinate  Alliance  on  the  application  of  five  members. 

Sec.  10.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  eight  Lecture  Districts: 

First  District — Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans, 
Chowan,  Gates,  Hertford, Northampton,  Halifax,  Edgecombe,  Martin, 
Bertie. 

Second  District — Carteret,  Onslow,  Jones,  Lenoir,  Pitt,  Craven, 
Pamlico,  Beaufort,  Hyde.  Dare,  Tyrrell,  Washington. 

Third  District — Greene,  Wayne,  Wilson,  Nash,  Franklin,  Warren, 
Vance,  Granville,  Durham,  Wake,  Harnett,  Johnston. 

Fourth  District — Chatham,  Moore,  Richmond,  Robeson,  Cumber- 
land, Bladen,  Columbus,  Newr  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Pender,  Duplin, 
Sampson. 

Fifth  District — Anson,  Union,  Stanly,  Montgomery,  Randolph,  Da- 
vidson, Guilford,  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Person,  Orange,  Alamance. 

Sixth  District — Alexander,  Caldwell,  Mitchell,  Watauga,  Ashe,  Alle- 
ghany, Wilkes,  Surry,  Stokes,  Forsyth,  Davie,  Yadkin. 

Seventh  District — Iredell,  Rowan,  Cabarrus,  Gaston,  Mecklenburg, 
Lincoln,  Catawba,  Burke,  McDowell,  Rutherford.  Cleveland,  Polk. 

Eighth  District — Cherokee,  Clay,  Macon,  Graham,  Swain,  Jackson, 
Haywood,  Madison,  Buncombe,  Henderson,  Transylvania. 

Sec.  11.  Each  County  and  Subordinate  Alliance  may  form  their  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  in  conformity  to  the  State  and  National  bodies. 

Sec.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  County  Lecturer  to  furnish 
quarterly,  to  the  State  Lecturer,  a  statement  as  to  the  condition  of 
his  County  Alliance,  and  to  notify  the  State  Lecturer  if  his  services 
are  desired,  and  what  provisions  the  county  will  make  as  compensa- 
tion for  State  Lecturer's  services. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  1.  The  duties  of  the  President  shall  be  those  belonging  to 
presiding  officers,  and  he  shall  inspect  the  ballot-box  and  announce  the 
results,  cooduct  initiations,  expound  the  secret  work,  and  open  and 
close  the  Alliance  according  to  the  ritual. 
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Sec.  2.  The  Vice-President  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
perform  his  duties.  In  case  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  and  until 
the  new  President  is  elected  and  qualified.  In  case  of  absence  of  the 
President  and  Vice-President  at  any  meeting,  the  Alliance  can  elect 
temporarily,  a  presiding  officer  for  that  session  by  acclamation.  In 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Executive  Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  appointment  of  the  President  until  meeting  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance, which  shall  elect  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  3.  The  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  to 
keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance,  conduct  its  cor- 
respondence, keep  a  roll  of  its  members,  to  receive  all  money  of  the 
Alliance  and  pay  it  over  monthly  to  the  Treasurer  and  take  his  receipt 
for  the  same  ;  to  read  all  communications,  reports  and  petitions  in  open 
Alliance  when  necessary,  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Alliance  to  all  docu- 
ments requiring  the  same,  to  prepare  for  publication  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  each  annual  State  or  called  session  immediately  after  ad- 
journment, to  distribute  the  semi-annual  pass-word  to  the  Secretary 
or  President  of  each  County  Alliance,  who  shall  distribute  it  to  the 
Secretary  or  President  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance,  who  shall  give  it 
to  the  members  of  his  Alliance ;  and  this  pass-word  shall  be  given  in 
no  other  manner :  Provided,  where  no  County  Alliance  has  been  formed 
the  pass-word  shall  be  given  to  the  Secretary  or  President  of  the  Sub- 
ordinate Alliance  in  each  county.  He  shall  have  charge  of  the  seal, 
books  and  papers  of  the  State  Alliance ;  his  books  shall  at  all  times  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  President,  Executive  Committee,  or  any 
other  committee  appointed  by  the  President  to  inspect  the  same; he 
shall  keep  a  correct  account  between  the  State  and  County  Alliances  ; 
he  shall  furnish  each  Secretary  of  the  County  Alliances  with  a  blank 
book  properly  ruled,  with  suitable  column  heads  for  classifying  and  re- 
cording the  contents  of  the  reports  from  Subordinate  Alliances;  also 
suitable  blanks  for  making  reports  to  his  office,  and  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  ;  and  a  supply  of  blanks  for  the  Secretary  of 
each  Subordinate  Alliance  to  report  to  County  Alliances  ;  he  shall  also 
make  a  list  of  all  officers,  standing  and  special  committees  of  the  State 
Alliance,  with  name  and  postoffice  address,  which  list  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  furnish  their  County 
Secretaries  and  Chairmen  of  Executive  Committees  with  a  list  of  the 
number  of  all  male  members  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  also  those 
under  twenty-one,  the  number  of  females,  and  other  statistics  re- 
quired of  him  by  the  County  Secretary,  and  shall  accompany  the  same 
with  the  fees  and  dues  due  the  County  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary  of  each  County  Alliance  shall  classify  and  re- 
cord the  reports  from  the  various  Subordinate  Alliances  in  his  county, 
and  shall  make  a  report  of  the  same  quarterly  in  triplicate,  one  copy 
to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  one  copy  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  State  Executive  Committee  by  the  30th  of  January,  April, 
July  and  October,  and  one  copy  retained  by  the  County  Alliance. 

Sec  6.  When  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  report  to 
the  County  Alliance  as  specified  in  section  four  of  this  Article,  it 
shall  not  be  allowed  representation,  and  if  it  shall  continue  in  neglect 
of  this  duty  and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues  for  twelve  months,  it 
shall  stand  suspended. 

Sec.  7.  When  the  County  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  reports  to 
I  he  State  Alliance  as  specified  in  section  five  of  this  Article,  it  shall 
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not  be  allowed  representation ,  and  when  in  arrears  for  more  than  one 
month,  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  notify  the  President 
of  such  County  Alliance,  and  he  shall  investigate  the  matter  and 
report  to  the  State  Secretary  the  reason  for  such  delay,  and  if  it  shall 
continue  in  neglect  of  that  duty  and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues 
within  twelve  months,  it  shall  stand  suspended.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  State.  Alliance  to  notify  such  defaulting  Alliances  of  their  sus- 
pension and  the  cause  thereof.  He  shall  exchange  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  each  session  of  the  Alliance  with  the  Secretary  of  each 
State  Alliance,  and  bind  the  reports  so  received  with  the  proceedings 
of  this  Alliance  in  a  book,  to  be  the  property  of  the  State  Alliance. 
He  shall  also  furnish  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance 
to  the  Secretaiy  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union. 

Sec.  8.  The  Treasurer's  duty  shall  be  to  receive  all  money  from  the 
Secretary,  and  pay  it  out  on  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary,  approved 
by  the  President.  He  shall  file  with  the  Executive  Committee  a  bond 
for  double  the  amount  of  money  that  is  likely  to  pass  through  his 
hands. 

Sec  9.  The  Chaplain's  duty  shall  be  to  conduct  the  religious  exer- 
cises of  the  Alliance  ;  to  officiate  at  the  funeral  service  on  the  death 
of  a  member  of  the  Order. 

Sec.  10.  The  Lecturer's  duty  shall  be,  at  each  meeting  to  deliver  or 
read  a  short  address  on  some  topic  of  interest  to  the  Order,  and  in  his 
absence,  the  Steward,  who  is  Assistant  Lecturer,  shall  take  his  place. 

Sec.  11.  The  duty  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  his  assistant  shall  be  to 
guard  the  door,  to  take  up  the  word,  to  see  that  all  are  properly 
clothed,  to  have  charge  of  the  property  of  the  Alliance  and  to  keep 
the  house  in  order. 

Sec  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  assist  the 
President  in  preserving  order  while  the  body  is  in  session,  to  see  that 
the  members,  at  the  sound  of  the  gavel,  take  seats  and  cease  talking. 

Sec  13.  If  at  any  time  after  the  Alliance  is  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  a  member  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  section, 
or  in  any  way  disturb  the  business  of  this  body,  he  shall,  after  the 
second  offence  during  the  same  day,  be  rei  orted  to  the  President,  who 
shall  publicly  reprimand  said  brother,  and  if  reported  the  second  time 
during  the  day,  he  shall  be  expelled  from  the  house  for  that  day. 

Sec  14.  He  shall  see  that  the  orders  of  the  President  are  obeyed  ; 
carry  all  papers  or  messages  from  the  President  to  other  officers  of 
this  body,  as  he  may  be  directed. 

Sec  15.  He  may  have  the  privilege  of  appointing  one  or  more  assist- 
ants to  assist  him  in  performing  his  duties,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  President. 

Sec  16.  He  shall  keep  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the 
body,  and  look  after  the  general  comfort  of  the  body. 

Sec  17.  He  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  mail  matter,  and  see  that 
it  is  distributed  to  the  members. 

Sec  18.  All  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  these  duties  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and 
said  account  must  be  itemized  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE  III. 

QUALIFICATIONS    FOR    MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  unless  he  has 
been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  six  months  past,  and 


8  Constitution  of  the 

not  then  unless  he  be  a  farmer,  farm  laborer,  fisherman,  mechanic 
(provided  he  be  not  a  resident  of  a  town  of  more  than  3,000  inhabitants, 
and  under  such  other  restrictions  as  each  County  Alliance  may  for  its 
own  territory  deem  wise),  country  school  teacher,  country  physician, 
or  minister  of  the  gospel  whose  work  is  mainly  in  the  country,  editor 
of  a  strictly  agricultural  paper,  be  of  good  moral  character,  believe 
in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  be  of  industrious  habits,  is  a 
white  person,  and  over  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Further,  when  any 
member  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  engage  in  any  occupation 
which  would  render  him  ineligible  before  initiation,  said  member 
shall  at  once  be  dismissed  from  the  Alliance,  and  furnished  by  the 
Secretary  with  a  written  statement  of  the  cause  of  his  dismissal : 
Provided,  that  the  above  shall  not  apply  to  the  members  who  may  be 
selected  to  buy  and  sell  as  merchants  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Alliance :  Provided,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the  counties  of  Clay, 
Graham,  Haywood,  Jackson,  Macon  and  Swain  may  be  received  (when 
qualified)  as  members  of  the  Order  if  they  are  pure  Indian  blood  and 
not  less  than  half  white:  Provided  further,  Croatan  Indians  in  this 
State  may  be  received  on  the  same  conditions. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  person  seemingly  qualified  for  membership  under 
section  1  of  this  Article,  shall  send  in  his  application,  and  it  shall  be 
shown  to  the  committee  of  investigation  that  he  has  other  interests 
that  do  not  harmonize  with  the  interests  of  the  Order,  they  shall 
report  adversely  to  his  admission,  and  make  a  statement  of  the  facts 
in  the  case,  and  the  Secretary  shall  inform  the  applicant  of  the  causes 
of  his  ineligibility. 

Sec.  3.  No  member  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  in  more  than 
one  Alliance  at  one  time. 

Sec  4.  There  shall  not  be  any  political  or  religious  tests  for  mem- 
bership. 

Sec  5.  Females  over  sixteen  years  of  age  may,  when  qualified  under 
section  1,  become  members  of  this  Order. 

ARTICLE  IY. 

Section  1.  All  fees  and  dues  in  the  Subordinate  Alliance  are  due 
and  payable  quarterly  in  advance.  No  member  who  has  not  paid  his 
dues  in  advance  shall  be  entitled  to  the  new  pass-word.  Members  in 
arrears  for  dues  for  three  months  shall  stand  suspended  without  any 
action  of  the  Alliance,  but  they  shall  immediately  become  members 
of  good  standing  by  paying  one  quarter's  dues  on  approval  of  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  Sub-Alliance.  If  such  dues  remain  unpaid  for  six 
months,  such  member  shall  stand  expelled. 

Sec.  2.  The  initiation  fee  of  males  shall  be  fifty  cents  and  the  dues 
twenty-five  cents  a  quarter.  Females  shall  be  exempt  from  initiation 
fees,  but  "  may  at  their  own  election  "  pay  dues  to  the  amount  of  five 
cents  each  quarter,  all  of  which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance.  Such  females  as  may  elect  to  pay  dues  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  representation  as  males. 

Sec  3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  send  with 
his  quarterly  report  to  the  County  Alliance,  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
male  member  initiated  during  the  quarter,  and  fifteen  cents  dues  for 
each  male  member  of  his  Alliance  reported  for  the  quarter,  and  five 
cents  for  each  female  who  has  elected  to  pay  her  dues.  But  if  no 
County  organization  the  Secretary  of  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  send 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  the  same  fees  and  dues  that 
would  have  been  sent  to  the  County  Secretary,  and  is  allowed  repre- 
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sentation  in  State  Alliance.  The  Secretary  of  the  County  Alliance 
shall  send  with  his  quarterly  report,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Alliance  fifteen  cents  for  each  male  member  initialed  in  his  county 

reported  in  good  standing  for  the  previous  said  quarterly  terms,  and 
ten  cents  dues  for  each  male  member  in  his  county  reported  in  good 
standing  for  the  said  quarterly  term,  and  live  cents  for  each  female 
member  whose  dues  has  been  sent  in  from  Sub-Alliance.  That  any 
County  or  Sub-Alliance  af  its  option  may  tax  its  females  and  have 
representation  accordingly. 

Sec  4.  The  charter  fee  for  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  five  dol- 
lars, which  shall  be  paid  by  the  Subordinate  Alliance  at  the  time  of 
organization.  The  organizing  officer  shall  receive  for  his  services  for 
organizing  each  Alliance  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  for  organizing 
County  Alliance  twelve  dollars:  Provided,  that  the  amount,  if  any 
advanced,  may  be  retained  in  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  Any  Subordinate  Alliance  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all 
its  members  in  good  standing,  lay  an  assessment  on  each  member  not 
to  exceed  twenty-five  cents  per  quarter. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Section  1.  Any  person  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  a  Subordi- 
nate Alliance  shall  offer  an  application  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the 
nearest  Subordinate  Alliance,  stating  age,  occupation  and  place  of  res- 
idence, the  application  to  be  accompanied  by  the  initiation  fee,  and  the 
applicant  to  be  recommended  by  two  members  in  good  standing,  and 
the  application  shall  lie  over  from  one  stated  meeting  until  the  next 
for  ballot. 

Sec.  2.  When  an  application  is  received,  the  President  shall  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  to  investigate  the  character  of  the  applicant  and 
report  at  the  next  stated  meeting;  on  report  of  committee  the  ballot 
on  his  petition  shall  be  taken,  and  if  clear,  he  shall  be  declared  elected  ; 
if  one  black  ball  shall  appear,  the  President  shall  immediately  order 
the  ballot  taken  again,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  be  a  mistake  ;  if 
one  black  ball  shall  again  appear,  the  President  shall  announce  that 
the  ballot  will  again  be  taken  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  during 
which  time  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  casting  the  black  ball  to 
impart  to  the  President  personally  his  reason  for  so  doing;  at  the  time 
of  taking  the  final  ballot  the  President  shall  state  to  the  Alliance  the 
reason  why  the  black  ball  appeared,  carefully  concealing  the  name  of 
the  brother  who  cast  it  (and  always  concealing  the  same:)  Provided, 
however,  if  there  shall  be  no  cause  given  to  the  President  by  the  next 
regular  meeting,  the  President  shall  declare  the  candidate  elected 
without  further  ballot,  but  if  the  ballot  should  betaken  again,  and 
if  only  one  black  ball  should  ap.  ear,  the  candidate  shall  be  declared 
elected;  if  rejected,  the  Secretary  will  notify  him  in  writing  and  re- 
fund the  initiation  fee. 

Sec.  3.  When  an  applicant  is  elected,  he  shall  be  initiated  within 
four  stated  meetings,  if  not  providentially  hindered:  otherwise,  he 
shall  stand  as  an  excluded  member. 

Sec.  4.  A  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  after  it  has  been  received, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  The  petition  of  any  person  rejected  shall  not  again  be  re- 
ceived under  the  expiration  of  six  months. 

Sec.  6.  Any  member  clear  of  the  books  may  make  application  for  a 
dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  and  if  no  charges  are  preferred  against  him 
or  her,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  his  dimit  or  card. 
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Sec  7.  Any  member  holding  a  dimit  or  card,  wishing  to  affiliate  with 
any  Alliance,  shall  present  a  written  petition,  accompanied  by  the 
dimit  or  card  and  all  dues  that  have  accrued  since  its  date,  and  upon  a 
two-thirds  vote  in  favor  of  applicant,  he  shall  be  declared  elected.  If 
the  dimit  is  six  months  old  he  shall  come  in  only  as  a  new  member. 

Sec.  8.  All  dimits  shall  be  addressed  to  some  definite  Subordinate 
Alliance,  and  upon  reception  of  person  dimitted,  the  Alliance  receiv- 
ing shall  notify  the  Alliance  dimitting.  All  persons  not  so  reported 
in  six  months  shall  be  marked  as  dropped. 

Sec.  9.  Sub- Alliances  who  have  forfeited  or  surrendered  their  char- 
ter may  be  re-organized  by  making  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance,  which  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  fee  of 
fifty  cents  for  every  member  who  signs  such  application.  On  receipt 
of  such  application  accompanied  by  the  fees,  the  Secretary  shall  for- 
ward to  the  Sub- Alliance  a  duplicate  of  their  old  or  new  charter: 
Provided,  that  none  but  those  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time 
of  the  surrender  of  the  charter  and  are  still  according  to  Section  1, 
Article  3,  of  the  Constitution,  shall  be  accepted:  Provided,  further, 
that  not  less  than  five  members  make  application. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Section  1.  Each  Subordinate  and  County  Alliance  shall  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  on  the  "  Good  of  the  Order."  This  committee 
shall  be  a  board  for  the  arbitration  of  differences  of  any  nature  that 
may  exist  between  members  of  said  Alliance. 

Sec  2.  It  is  deemed  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  order  for  brothers 
to  go  to  law  with  each  other:  therefore  it  is  earnestly  recommended, 
when  pecuniary  or  other  differences  arise  between  members,  that  they 
settle  them  amicably  among  themselves:  failing  to  do  so,  that  they 
leave  the  matter  to  the  board  of  arbitration,  provided  none  of  said 
board  are  disqualified  by  interest  or  relationship  in  favor  of  or  against 
the  contending  parties.  If  this. be  the  case,  a  new  board,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it,  may  be  appointed  by  the  Alliance  for  the  purpose  of  adjust- 
ing the  difficulty.  But  if  this  fails,  then  the  courts  of  law  may  be  re- 
sorted to  in  settlement  of  the  matter. 

Sec.  3.  When  any  officer  or  member  shall  be  guilty  of  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  Allianceman,  or  when  personal  differences  shall  exist  be- 
tween members,  and  after  reasonable  efforts,  cannot  be  amicably  ad- 
justed, an  officer  may  be  impeached,  and  a  member  reprimanded,  sus- 
pended or  expelled  ;  charges  and  specifications  in  writing  may  be  pre- 
ferred by  any  member  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  board  of  arbitration, 
and  when  charges  are  preferred,  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions shall  be  furnished  by  the  Lecturer  to  the  party  charged.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Board  shall  notify  the  parties  at  variance  in  writing, 
of  the  time  and  place  at  which  they  will  take,  in  writing,  all  testi- 
mony of  persons  not  members  of  the  Alliance,  and  report  the  same  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  upon  the  report  and  such  other 
testimony  as  may  be  had  in  the  Alliance,  the  Board  shall  proceed  at 
once  in  the  trial,  and  the  Alliance  inflict  such  punishment  on  either  or 
both  of  the  parties  as  it  may  determine. 

Sec.  4.  All  trials  of  the  officers  or  members  of  the  Subordinate  Alli- 
ance shall  be  by  Board  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance ;  all  trials  of  the 
officers  or  members  of  the  County  Alliance  shall  be  by  the  Board  of 
County  Alliance  ;  all  trials  of  officers  or  members  of  the  State  Alliance 
shall  be  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance  ;  all  appeals 
from  the  Board  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  to  the  Board  of 
the  County  Alliance ;  all  appeals  from  the  County  Alliance  shall  be 
to  the  Board  of  Judiciary  of  the  State  Alliance. 
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Sec.  5.  All  parlies  on  trial  for  any  offence  shall  have  the  right  to 
defend  themselves  in  person  or  by  proxy.  The  Lecturer  shall  conduct 
the  prosecution,  ami  shall  have  the  right  to  close,  after  which  the 
decision  shall  be  rendered  determining  the  punishment,  either  by  ex- 
pulsion, suspension  or  reprimand  by  the  Board. 

Sec.  6.  In  case  of  an  appeal,  all  the  proceedings  in  the.  trial  with  the 
testimony,  properly  transcribed  from  the  records,  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  County,  State  or  National  Board,  as  the 
case  may  be,  with  the  signatures  of  the  Board  and  Lecturer.  When- 
ever a  person  is  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  Alliance,  and  an  appeal  is 
taken,  the  Lecturer  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance,  may  still  assist  as 
prosecuting  attorney,  if  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  suspended  on  charges  can  be  re-instated  only 
by  two-thirds  vote,  after  one  month's  notice  on  application  in  open 
Alliance  at  a  slated  meeting. 

Sec.  8.  Any  member  expelled  can  be  re-instated  only  by  application, 
as  in  the  preceding  section,  and  the  same  ballot  required  as  on  peti- 
tion for  membership  into  the  Order. 

Sec  9.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall,  at  each  annual 
session,  appoint  a  Judiciary  Committee  of  three  members,  who  shall 
consider  and  determine  all  questions  of  organic  or  statutory  law  com- 
ing up  on  appeals  during  vacation,  and  all  other  questions  submitted 
to  it  by  the  State  Alliance  while  in  session.  It  shall  keep  a  record  of 
its  decisions  in  a  book  to  be  furnished  for  the  purpose,  and  report  to 
each  session  of  the  State  Alliance. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
State  Alliance  one  Executive  Committeeman  to  hold  five  years,  whose 
duty,  with  the  four  holding  over,  shall  be  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
Secretary -Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the  Busi- 
ness Agency  Fund,  and  to  report  on  their  condition  to  the  State  Alli- 
ance, with  an  itemized  statement  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements 
for  the  year  ending  on  and  including  the  31st  day  of  July  in  each  year. 
In  case  of  vacancy  on  the  Executive  Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  appointment  of  President  until  meeting  of  State  Alliance, 
which  shall  elect  to  fill  vacancy. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  supervise  suitable  bonds  for  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and 
approve  the  same;  they  shall  audit  all  claims,  and,  if  allowed,  the 
Secretary  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  so 
allowed,  and  all  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  signed  by 
the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the  President. 

Sec.  3.  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  prepare  suitable 
bonds  for  Secretary-Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the 
Business  Agency  Fund,  and  approve  the  same,  and  to  increase,  dimin- 
ish or  cancel  said  bonds  ;  to  dismiss  and  appoint  a  new  Business  Agent, 
when  the  good  of  the  Alliance  demands,  by  reason  of  inefficiency,  or 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Agent  to  perform  his  duties,  and  fix  his 
salary,  not  to  exceed  $1,500  per  annum,  including  clerk  hire.  The 
bonds  of  the  County  and  Subordinate  Alliance  Business  Agents  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  exercise  the  same 
power  over  the  Agents  as  are  exercised  by  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee over  the  State  Business  Agent. 
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ARTICLE   VIII. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Section  1.  The  Lecturer  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  superintend  the 
oganization  of  Alliances  in  the  State.  He  shall  correct  all  irregulari- 
ties in  the  work,  secret  or  otherwise.  The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  State  Alliance  may  appoint  Assistant  Lecturer  when  deemed 
necessary. 

Sec.  2.  The  Lecturers  and  Sseward  shall  report  monthly  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Alliance  the  number  of  Alliances  organized  and 
the  work  performed  by  them. 

Sec.  3.  The  Lecturer  of  County  Alliances  shall  be  Organizer  in  his 
county. 

Sec.  4.  All  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  are  authorized  to  organize 
Alliances,  but  when  they  are  salaried  officers  the  fee  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  State  Alliance,  who  shall  issue  a  charter  attested 
by  the  Secretary,  to  each  regular  organized  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  No  Alliance  shall  be  organized  in  less  than  three  miles  (di- 
rect line)  of  another  Alliance  in  same  county,  unless  such  Alliance 
furnishes  the  organizing  officer  a  written  permit  duly  attested,  of 
action  of  all  such  Alliances  consenting  to  its  organization,  which  per- 
mit shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  with 
application  for  a  charter,  and  all  such  organizations  otherwise  made 
shall  be  void. 

Sec  6.  "Whenever  an  Alliance  shall  become  defunct,  any  member  in 
good  standing  belonging  to  said  defunct  Alliance  may.  in  three  months, 
join  an  Alliance  within  his  reach  without  being  required  to  pay  a  fee: 
Provided,  however,  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  judge  of  its  own 
membership. 

Sec.  7.  Whenever  an  Alliance  becomes  so  large  as  to  become  un- 
wieldly,  it  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  divide  and  form  two  Alliances; 
and  on  petition  of  said  Alliances,  under  seal,  to  the  President  of  the 
State  Alliance,  he  will  grant  a  charter  for  a  new  Alliance.  Whenever 
two  or  more  Alliances  may  deem  it  best  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 
they  may  consolidate.  The  Subordinate  Alliances  may  determine 
their  name.  Any  member  dimitted  from  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall 
be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  from  which  he 
dimitted  so  long  as  he  remains  in  its  jurisdiction,  and  he  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  sit  in  open  Alliance  after  the  quarter  expires  in  which  he 
obtained  his  dimit. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  1.  Any  member  who  may  hereafter  disclose  any  of  the  work- 
ings of  the  Order,  or  who  may  impart  the  password  of  the  Order  know- 
ingly to  any  one  not  entitled  to  the  same,  or  who  shall  disclose  any  of 
the  secrets  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the  Order,  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  immediately  expelled  by  the  body,  and  shall  not  be  eligible 
to  membership  thereafter. 

Sec.  2.  A  member  who  abuses  or  denounces  the  Alliance,  and  desires 
to  withdraw,  shall  not  be  granted  a  dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  but 
shall  be  suspended    or  expelled,  and  not  be  permitted  to  withdraw. 
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SALARIES  of  OFFICERS  AND  MILEAGE    \M)  PER   DIEM  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  ol'  the  State  Alliance shall  be  paid  a  salary 
iif  $100  per  annum  for  office  work,  with  necessary  postage,  stationery 
and  traveling  expenses,  and  for  what  lecturing- may,  in  his  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Executive  Gommlttee,  be  necessary  for  him  to  do, 
that  he  receive  $2.00  per  day  and  traveling  expenses. 

Sec.  2.  The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Business 
Agent  combined,  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  not  exceed  $1,500  per 
year — $100  of  same  to  be  paid  out  of  funds  of  Secretary-Treasurer's 
department.  Said  salary  to  be  paid  quarterly  on  warrants  signed  by 
the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the  President. 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance shall  receive  actual  transportation  expenses  when  traveling  in 
discharge  of  their  official  duties,  and  $2.03  per  diem  while  so  actually 
engaged,  with  a  reasonable  amount  for  stationery  and  postage.  All 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  Treasury  of  the  State  Alliance. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

MISCELLANEOUS    PROVISIONS. 

Section  1.  The  President  shall  continue  in  office  no  longer  than  two 
years  in  succession. 

Sec.  2.  When  a  member  has  been  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  or 
County  Alliance,  and  sentence  has  been  passed  on  him,  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  tribunal  shall  stay  execution  of  sentence,  until  the  appeal  has 
been  heard  and  the  decision  rendered,  and  until  such  decision  has 
been  rendered  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

Sec  3.  The  retiring  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  become  hon- 
orary members,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  mileage  and  per  diem  as  other 
delegates  for  that  session  only. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  keep  a 
death  record  of  its  members,  showing  the  age,  cause  and  time  of 
death,  and  with  the  county  and  post-office  address,  report  them  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  keep  a  well  bound 
book,  known  as  the  Death  Record,  in  which  he  shall  keep  a  death 
record,  alphabetically,  showing  name,  age,  time  of  death,  with  county 
and  post-office  address. 

Seo.  6.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  stated 
meeting  of  the  State  Alliance  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present. 

Sec.  7.  This  Alliance  reaffirms  its  adoption  of  the  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  on  the  7th  day  of 
March,  1889;  adopted  at  Fayetteville,  August,  1889. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

BUSINESS    AGENCY    FUND. 

Section  1.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  procure  a  char- 
ter of  incorporation  under  the  laws  of  this  State  for  the  North  Caro- 
lina Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  2.  In  order  to  conduct  the  commercial  business  of  the  North 
Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  to  protect  from  loss  those  who 
may  deal  with  the  Business  Agent  of  the.  same,  the  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  State  Alliance  Business  Agency  Fund  is  hereby  inaugurated 
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Sec.  3.  The  Business  Fund  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
thousand  nor  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into 
shares  of  five  dollars  each,  and  half  shares  of  two  and  a  half  dollars 
each,  and  one-fifth  shares  at  one  dollar  each. 

NORTH    CAROLINA    BUSINESS    AGENCY    FIND. 

Raleigh,  N-.  C,  _. ,  18 

% Received  of of  Alliance  No. , 

dollars,  for  the  North  Carolina  Farmers' 

State  Alliance  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  he  is  hereby  entitled  to  all 
rights  and  interests  to  be  derived  from  such  contribution. 

This  certificate  shall  be  transferable,  provided  such  transfer  to  be 
made  only  to  a  member  of  the  Alliance  in  good  standing. 

This day  of 18 

No , 

[  Seal .  ]  Secreta  ry  N.  C.  F.  S.  A . 

Sec  5.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose 
a  list  of  the  names  of  those  contributing  to  the  fund,  the  number  of 
the  Alliance  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  amount  contributed. 

Sec.  6.  The  Business  Fund  shall  be  managed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Alliance.  No  portion  of  it  shall  be  used  in  the 
business  of  the  Business  Agency  unless  required  to  settle  the  contracts 
of  the  Agent  made  in  conformity  to  regulations  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  when  any  portion  is  so  used  all  money  received  from 
the  cause  of  such  use  shall  be  returned  to  the  Fund. 

Sec.  7.  The  fund  shall  be  in  the  keeping  of  a  Trustee,  to  be  elected 
by  the  State  Alliance  at  this  session  (August,  1888),  who  shall  hold 
office  for  five  years.  He  shall  invest  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  of  said  fund  in  the  bonds  of  North  Carolina  or  the  United 
States,  and  the  remainder  as  he  may  deem  best.  The  profits  arising 
from  said  fund  shall  be  used  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Trustee  and  all 
other  expenses  connected  with  said  fund,  and  any  remainder  shall  be 
used  by  the  Executive  Committee  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Business  Agency. 

Sec.  8.  Said  Trustee  shall  give  a  justified  bond  in  the  sum  of  $10,000 
for  the  faithful  accounting  for  all  moneys  for  which  he  may  be  re- 
sponsible, or  any  expense  incurred  in  collecting  the  same  on  his  bond. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall  require  him  to  strengthen  his  bond 
at  any  time  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  such  an  amount  as  they  deem 
sufficient:  Provided,  that  no  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  accepted  as  bondsman. 

Sec.  9.  Said  Trustee  may  be  removed  for  cause,  by  vote  of  the  State 
Alliance,  and  he  may  be  suspended  until  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Alliance  by  the  Executive  Committee,  approved  by  the  President. 
In  case  of  vacancy  from  suspension,  removal,  death  or  any  other  cause, 
the  Executive  Committee,  with  approval  of  the  President,  shall  fill 
such  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  10.  The  Secretary  of  each  Sub-Alliance  shall  collect  all  sub- 
scriptions made  by  members  of  their  Alliance  and  forward  to  the 
Trustee,  givingname  of  contributor,  and  amount  contributed  by  each. 
The  Trustee  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  names  and  amounts, 
and  he  shall  forward  certificates  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sub- Alliance 
as  provided  in  section  4.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  turn  over  to 
the  Trustee  all  funds  belonging  to  the  Fund  upon  his  appointment. 
The  Secretary  shall  notify,  through  the  organ  of  the  Alliance,  the 
Sub-Alliances  when  the  Trustee's  bond  is  accepted. 
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Sec  11.  The  Trustee  shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  not  to  exceed  $250,  to  be  paid  quarterly. 

Seo.  12.  In  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  any  of  the  said  fund  in 
the  State  Business  Agency,  the  State  Business  Agent  shall  report  to 
the  Trustee  the  amount  or  amounts  necessary,  stating  cause  of  in- 
debtedness in  each  case.  If  the  Trustee  approves  the  same  he  shall 
forward  the  State  Business  Agent  money  sufficient  to  settle  the  same, 
but  he  shall  pay  no  accounts  where  goods  may  have  been  sold  without 
the  State  Business  Agent  having  first  received  a  certificate  of  justified 
bond  of  the  Business  Agent  purchasing,  with  names  of  sureties,  which 
the  State  Business  Agent  shall  keep  filed  in  his  office.  The  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  shall  immediately  proceed  to  collect  such  account  or  ac- 
counts between  the  State  Business  Agent  and  the  Business  A^ent  for 
whom  the  goods  are  purchased,  the  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the 
Trustee  with  right  to  appeal  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State 
Alliance.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  the  Executive  Committee  all 
accounts  paid  on  account  of  State  Business  Agent  on  accounts  refunded 
by  said  Business  Agent,  and  all  losses  to  the  Fund  on  account  of  said 
Business  Agent,  which  losses  shall  be  subject  to  approval  of  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Sec.  13.  The  Trustee  shall  collect  all  interest  or  other  profits  on 
said  Funds  as  it  becomes  due,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  State  Alliance. 

Sec  14.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  separate  account  of  it,  and  shall 
pay  it  out  only  to  the  salary  of  the  Trustee,  and  to  the  Executive 
Committee  to  be  used  in  conducting  the  Business  Agency  of  the  Alli- 
ance, on  the  warrant  approved  by  the  President. 

Sec.  15.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  each  session  of  the  Alliance 
how  the  Fund  is  invested,  and  the  vouchers  for  the  disposition  made 
of  profits  received  on  the  Fund. 

Sec  16.  In  case  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  should 
for  any  cause  cease  to  exist,  the  money  composing  this  Fund  shall 
revert  to  those  contributing  it. 

1st.  The  Business  Agent  shall  conduct  the  business  of  his  office  un- 
der the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2d.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Business  Agent  the 
Executive  Committee  may  direct  that  no  goods  shall  be  sold  without 
the  cash  accompanying  the  order. 

3d.  He  shall  keep  a  record  of  each  transaction  in  a  book  furnished 
for  the  purpose,  showing  articles  purchased  or  sold,  price  paid  or  re- 
ceived for  them  individually  and  in  gross  amount. 

4th.  Persons  who  are  eligible  shall  be  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  our 
trade  arrangements  by  paying  the  regular  fees  for  entrance,  and  an- 
nual dues,  and  they  may  be  made  honorary  members,  having  all  the 
benefits  and  advantages  of  the  Alliance,  except  they  shall  not  partic- 
ipate in  its  private  meetings.  The  recommendation  was  made  espe- 
cially for  those  whose  church  regulations  preclude  them  from  joining 
secred  societies. 

5th.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  to  those  out- 
side of  the  Alliance  at  an  advance  over  Alliancemen,  and  pay  the  same 
taxes  to  the  State  that  others  doing  the  same  business  pay. 


J$J^"A11  contributions  to  the  Business  Agency  Fund  should  be  sent 
to  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee,  Machpelah,  N.  C. 


16  Rules  of  Order  of 


RULES  OF  ORDER  OF  AN  ALLIANCE- 


Section'  1.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  opening  of  the  Alliance,  and  shall  immediately  call 
the  members  to  order. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  have  the  general  direct  ion  of  the  hall - 
he  may  designate  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair:  he 
may  preserve  strict  order  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  3.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Alliance. 

Sec  4.  In  all  cases  the  member  who  shall  first  receive  recognition 
by  the  Ohair  shall  speak  first,  but  when  two  or  more  members  rise  at 
the  same  time  the  President  shall  decide  who  shall  speak  first. 

Sec.  5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  ques- 
tion, nor  more  than  ten  minutes,  unless  by  consent  of  the  body,  and 
shall  be  confined  to  the  quest/on  under  discussion,  and  shall  avoid  per- 
sonalities. 

Sec.  6.  Any  question  may  be  discussed  in  open  Alliance  in  a  non- 
partisan and  non-sectarian  sense. 

Sec  7.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  statement  of  the  question  under 
consideration,  which  may  be  stated  by  the  President  or  Secretary. 

Sec  8.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  question.  The 
President  shall  decide  as  to  its  advisability  subject  to  appeal,  as  in  the 
questions  of  order. 

Sec  9.  Every  member  present  when  the  question  is  put  shall  vote, 
unless  excused  by  the  vote  of  the  body. 

Sec  10.  While  the  President  is  stating  the  question  or  addressing 
the  body,  no  one  shall  walk  across  the  hall,  and  while  a  member  is 
speaking  no  one  shall  pass  between  the  speaker  and  the  Chair.  No 
member  or  other  person  shall  go  to  and  remain  at  the  Secretary's  desk 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  are  being  taken  or  ballot  counted,  except  the 
Secretary  and  his  assistants. 

Sec  LI.  All  resolutions  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  signed  by  the 
author.  When  such  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  and  shall  have  been 
stated  by  the  Chair,  it  is  then  the  property  of  the  house  and  cannot  be 
withdrawn  without   the  consent  of  the  house. 

Sec  12.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  re- 
ceived but  to  adjourn,  to  take  a  recess,  to  lay  on  the  table,  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  postpone,  to  amend,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  which 
several  motions  shall  have  precedence  of  each  other  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  arranged. 

Sec  13.  A  motion  to  adjourn  is  always  in  order,  but  being  decided 
in  the  negative  shall  not  be  again  entertained  until  some  motion,  call 
or  order  shall  take  place.  The  motion  to  adjourn,  take  recess,  to  lay 
on  (lie  table,  to  take  from  the  table,  and  all  questions  relating  to  the 
priority  of  business,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Sec  14.  No  motion  or  proposition  differing  from  the  subject  under 
consideration  shall  be  admitted  under  color  or  amendment. 

Sec  15.  If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgresses  the 
rules  of  order,  the  President  shall,  or  any  member  may.  call  the  mem- 
ber to  order,  and  the  member  called  to  order  shall  take  his  seat,  if 
required  l»y  the  President,  until  the  question  of  order  is  decided.      All 
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questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Chair  without  debate,  sub- 
ject to  appeal  to  the  house.  No  member  shall  speak  on  the  appeal 
more  than  once,  and  only  five  minutes,  unless  by  leave  of  the  Body, 
except  the  party  appealing  may  speak  twice. 

Sec.  16.  All  reports  of  committees  shall  be  made  in  writing,  and 
signed  by  such  members  as  concur  therein,  and  the  report,  with  the 
names  of  the  members  signing  the  same,  shall  be  read  at  the  Secre- 
tary's desk,  by  the  Secretary  or  the  member  making  the  report,  with- 
out a  motion. 

Sec.  17.  Oushing's  Manual  and  Law  of  Legislative  Assemblies  shall 
be  received  as  the  rule  in  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
rules. 


THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  COLLEGE 

OF 

Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts 

Offers  a  thorough  practical  education  in  all  branches  of  Agricul- 
ture, in  Cotton  Manufacturing,  in  Civil,  Mechanical  and  Electrical 
Engineering,  in  Architecture  and  in  the  Industrial  Sciences,  Chemis- 
try, Biology  and  Physics. 

Regular  courses,  special  courses,  short  courses. 

Total  annual  expenses,  including  board,  fuel,  lights,  etc.,  $118.50. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  scholarships  carrying  free  tuition  and 
lodging  are  open  to  needy  boys. 

Appointments  made  by  any  member  of  the  Legislature. 


ELEVENTH  SESSION  OPENS  SEPTEMBER  6,  1899 


Candidates  for  admission  may  be  examined  in  each  county  court- 
house at  10  a.  m.,  August  19tit,  1899,  by  the  County  Superintendent, 
or  at  the  College  in  Raleigh,  September  5th,  1899. 

For  catalogue,  address 

PRESIDENT  GEO.    T.   WINSTON, 

WEST  RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


FORM  OF  BUSINESS 


SUB^ALLIANCES 


1.  Recording  those  present. 

2.  Reading,  corecting  and  adopting  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

3.  Application  for  membership. 

4.  Report  of  Investigating  Committee. 

5.  Balloting. 

6.  Initiation. 

7.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

8.  Reports  of  Special  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

9.  Unfinished  Business. 

10.  Business  with  County  Alliance. 

11.  Is  there  any  Member  Sick  or  in  Distress  ? 

12.  Lecturing. 

13.  New  Business. 

14.  Receipts  of  the  evening. 

15.  Has  the  Secretary  anything  for  our  State  or  County  Organ  ? 


PROCEEDINGS 

OP    THE 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE, 

HELD  AT  HILLSBORO,  N.  C,  AUGUST  8,  9  AND  10,  1899. 


Hillsboko,  N.  C,  August  8,  1899. 

The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  assem- 
bled in  their  hall  at  their  headquarters  near  Hillsboro 
at  12  m.  The  President  and  Vice-President  both  being 
absent,  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  Bro.  J.  W. 
Denmark,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  house  being  purged,  the  Alliance  was  opened  in 
due  form  as  per  New  Ritual — after  prayer  by  Chaplain 
and  singing  "  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds." 

The  Chair  appointed  as  Committee  on  Credentials 
brethren  J.  C.  Bain  of  Cumberland,  G.  M.  D.  Howard 
of  Robeson,  and  James  S.  Mitchell  of  Hertford. 

Dinner  hour  having  arrived,  the  Alliance  adjourned 
to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  two 
o'clock,  Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  presiding. 

Bro.  J.  S.  Mitchell  read  report  of  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials, showing  the  following  delegates  present: 

Alamance R.  T.  Kernodle- Union  Ridge,      N.  0. 

Beaufort John  G.  Hodges Mineola,  N.  0. 

Catawba J.  F.  Click Hickory,  N.  C. 
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Chatham J.  J.  Jenkins Pittsboro,  N.  0. 

Cumberland J.  C.  Bain Wade,  N.  C 

Currituck A.  Hampton Coinjock,  N.  C. 

Davidson Rev.  H.  Morton Thomasville,  N.  0. 

Duplin J.  W.  Mallard Faison,  N.  0. 

Forsythe E.  A.  Moser, Tobaccoville,  N.  0. 

Franklin J.  J.  Wilder 

Guilford D.  A.  Montgomery McLeansville,  N.  C. 

Hertford J.  S.  Mitchell Winton,  N.  C. 

Harnett R.M.Parker Key,  N.  C. 

Johnston R.  W.  Crumpler Selma,  N.  C. 

Lincoln  . W.  A.  Graham Machpelah.  N.  C. 

Mecklenburg J.  D.  Sossaman  Charlotte.  N.  C. 

Moore  - S.  B.  Worthy Jonesboro,  N.  C. 

Nash P.A.May Red  Oak,  'N.  C. 

Orange J.  S.  Morrow Oaks,  N.  C. 

Pamlico T.J.  Daniels Merritt,  N.  C. 

Person L.  B.  Scott Sermora,  N.  C. 

Robeson G.  M.  D.  Howard  St.  Paul,  N.  C. 

Rowan J.  A.  Fisher.-.  . .Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Tyrrell G.  A.  Hussey Gum  Neck,  N.  C. 

Wake W.  B.  Upchurch Morrisville.  N.  C. 

Warren W.  B.  Fleming Ridgeway,  N.  C. 

Washington H.  P.Alexander Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Wayne H.  T.  Jones Goldsboro.  N.  C. 

Wilson Seth  H.  Tvson Saratoga,  N.  C. 

Showing  twenty-nine  counties  represented. 

The  Chair  announced  the  Alliance  duly  organized 
and  ready  for  business,  and  that  under  section  2,  Art. 
II  of  the  Constitution,  the  Alliance  could  elect  a  tem- 
porary President. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  temporary  President,  which  resulted  in  the  election, 
by  acclamation,  of  delegate  Bro.  J.  S.  Mitchell  of 
Hertford  County. 

Bro.  Mitchell,  in  well  chosen  language,  acknowl- 
edged the  honor  and  returned  thanks  for  same,  and 
gave  a  useful  and  interesting  talk. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Allen  of  Person  County,  whose  Sub  had 
gone  down,  was,  on  motion,  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the 
hall. 

Reports  of  officers  being  next  in  order,  were  called 
for. 

President  John  Graham  being  detained  at  home  on 
account  of  severe  illness  of  his  son,  did  not  send  in  his 
report. 

Secretary-Treasurer  J.  T.  B.  Hoover  read  his  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted. 

It  is  as  follows  : 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

To  the  Officers  <ui<l  Members  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

Brethren  : — In  obedience  to  custom,  I  herewith  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance, and  with  the  report,  also  tender  such  recommendations  as  I  may 
think  of  benefit  and  interest  to  the  Order.  This  office  is  in  reality  the 
thermometer  of  the  Order,  and  he  who  has  the  honor  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion has  only  to  watch  the  dial  face  of  the  reports  as  they  come  in  to 
know  the  condition  of  the  organization  as  to  numbers  and  interest. 
The  figures  appended  in  this  report  do  not  indicate  that  measure  of 
success  that  we  would  like.  But  we  are  to  take  into  consideration 
many  other  things  beside  mere  figures:  these  in  fact  can  only  be  use- 
ful as  they  point  out  errors  and  show  us  a  remedy  for  them  in  the  fu- 
ture. The  history  of  farmer  organizations  in  the  past  does  not  en- 
courage us  to  hope  for  stability  ;  but  it  does  establish  the  fact  that 
they  have  ahvays  tended  to  the  better  condition  of  agriculture.  This 
is  true  of  the  Alliance:  while  it  has  not  the  numbers  it  once  had,  still 
the  demands  they  have  made  and  the  argument  they  have  brought 
forward  in  justice  of  their  demands,  have  so  brought  them  before  the 
people,  that  they  are  the  living  issues  to-day  in  the  political  world 
and  are  so  pregnant  with  truth  that  they  will  not  down. 

But  the  end  is  not  yet:  to  simply  discover  a  truth  is  not  enough. 
There  must  be  effort  to  direct  this  truth  into  action.  This  is  a  chief 
mission  of  the  Alliance  ;  and  the  problem  of  maintaining  the  organiza- 
tion until  its  power  is  felt  in  materializing  their  demands  is  the  one 
to  be  solved. 

Among  the  many  plans  suggested,  it  seems  to  me  the  one  that  ap- 
peals writh  the  most  reason  to  our  people  is  the  one  that  promises  pres- 
ent benefit  (the  question  as  to  what  will  pay  me  now  to  belong  to  the 
Alliance?)  If  a  plan  by  which  a  member  could  see — and  plainly  see — 
that  he  is  to  reap  a  reward  could  be  adopted,  such  would  not  only  add 
more  members,  but  consolidate  the  membership  we  now  have.  This 
plan  we  outlined  in  our  last  report — that  is,  a  benefit  in  case  of  sick- 
ness or  death.  With  the  many  plans  now  in  use  and  writh  the  experi- 
ence of  other  Orders  that  carry  them  successfully,  together  with  the 
figures  collected  by  the  best  actuaries,  surely  such  plan  can  be  effected 
writh  our  present  numbers. 

The  lecture  system  of  the  Alliance  is  still  paralyzed.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  efforts  that  have  been  made  at  each  State  meeting  for  the  past 
several  years,  nothing  has  been  done  in  this  direction  of  consequence. 
Your  State  Lecturer  has  indeed  been  sent  out  on  a  short  trip.  Your 
State  Business  Agent  has  been  in  a  few  counties.  I  have  been  to  a 
few.  Onlv  those  counties  have  been  visited  by  me  that  have  offered 
to  pay  my  expenses,  and  have  done  so,  and  yet  there  have  been  invi- 
tations to  visit  other  places ;  but  for  want  of  funds  I  have  taken  no 
steps.  Still  the  Macedonian  cry  comes  up  from  all  parts  of  the  State, 
"  Gome  over  and  help  us."  I  can  but  say  right  here  that  I  have  never 
seen  more  interest  manifested  to  renew  the  Alliance  work  than  the 
year  just  passed  ;  yet  nothing  has  been  done,  and  your  flag  has  trailed 
in  many  places  in  the  State,  where  it  once  proudly  floated  to  the  breeze, 
and  where  it  ought  to  have  been  unfurled  the  year  just  closed.  In 
view  of  this  fact,  it  seems  to  me  that  you  should  look  into  this  matter 
with  care,  and  if  possible  develop  some  plan  to  carry  on  the  system. 
"  The  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few." 

I  believe  with  a  thoroughlv  organized  Lecture  System  that  the  Order 
would  take  on  new  life.     When  the  iUliance  was  first  organized,  it 
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pointed  out  with  prophetic  accuracy  the  present  condition  of  affairs 
and  held  out  the  signal  of  warning  of  what  has  come ;  hence  it  is  fu- 
tile to  longer  discuss  the  necessity  of  organized  power  to  combat  the 
evils  that  beset  the  Nation.  The  hydra-headed  monster  of  combina- 
tions and  trusts,  together  with  the  spirit  of  imperialism,  and  military- 
ism  that  is  showing  itself  so  plainly,  calls  for  some  energetic  action  to 
save  the  liberty  of  the  people  ;  and  since  we  have  seen  that  a  Sovereign 
State  has  not  the  power  to  even  tax  their  corporations  without  the 
consent  of  the  Federal  Judiciary,  we  need  some  power  to  save  if  pos- 
sible, and  preserve  State  rights  itself.  And  while  the  object  of  the 
Alliance  was  to  help  the  farmer,  we  find  that  this  octopus  of  wealth 
is  fast  reaching  out  and  gathering  in  its  folds  other  occupations,  and 
if  continued  for  a  few  more  years,  no  one  can  conjecture  the  extent  of 
this  organized  evil. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  an  examination  of  the  new  Ritual.  We 
are  now  using  it  largely,  and  I  have  tried  to  press  its  use  so  as  to  have 
uniformity  throughout  the  State. 

The  matter  of  Regalia  is  also  brought  to  your  attention.  We  be- 
lieve the  Regalia  presented  for  your  inspection  will  add  some  interest 
to  the  young  membership. 

I  truly  hope  that  in  your  deliberations  as  a  State  body,  many  new 
plans  for  the  growth  of  this  Alliance  will  be  developed  and  the  ma- 
chinery put  into  active  operation. 

I  respectfully  submit  my  financial  statement  of  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements : 

AMOUNT  ON  HAND  AT  BEGINNING  OF  THE  NEW  ALLIANCE 

YEAR. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand $214.18 

Rituals  and  supplies 29.22 

Cuts  and  ads  in  minutes 35.00 

Fees  and  dues 580.32 


$858.72 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Officers' expense  State  Alliance  1898..--. $  61.50 

Labor  and  sundries 6.50 

Portage,  Express  and  office 78.38 

Printing  and  stationery _._     50.70 

Amount  refunded  on  fees  and  dues 4.00 

Rituals  and  supplies 15.45 

Salary  of  John  Graham,  President 100.00 

Salary  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Hoover 500.00 

$816.53 

Balance  on  hand $42.19 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Secretary- Treasurer, 

August  7,  1899.— E.&O.E. 

State  Lecturer,  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  asked  for  an  ex- 
tension of  time  in  which  to  finish  his  report,  which 
was  granted. 
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Chaplain  W.  S.  Mercer  made  a  short  verbal  report. 
Report  of  State  Business  Agent,  T.  B.  Parker,  was 
read,  received,  and  on  motion  adopted  as  follows  : 

STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  State  Alliance: 

Brethren: — I  regret  that  I  am  unable  in  this  report  to  lay  before 
you  a  statement  of  increased  activity  and  volume  in  business  done 
through  tee  State  Business  Agency. 

Several  unavoidable  circumstances  have  materially  operated  against 
business  of  every  description,  the  merchants  of  our  State  feeling  the 
effects  as  well  as  this  Agency.  For  nearly  two  months  last  fall  during 
the  campaign,  business  was  badly  crippled.  The  severe  cold  and  un- 
settled weather  of  the  winter  seemed  to  prevent  the  brethren  from 
sending  in  their  usual  orders  for  that  season.  That  followed  by  the 
almost  unprecedented  low  prices  in  the  truck  crops  of  the  eastern 
section  of  the  State,  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  our  volume  of  busi- 
ness. With  that,  however,  we  reduced  expenses,  so  that  the  financial 
condition  of  this  office  is  in  a  healthy  state. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance  I  was  instructed  to  go  be- 
fore the  Railroad  Commission  and  endeavor  to  secure  a  reduction  in 
the  tonnage  required  to  make  a  car  load  of  fertilizers  from  fifteen 
tons  to  ten  tons.  In  company  with  your  Secretary-Treasurer,  Brother 
Hoover,  and  Bro.  H.  T.  Jones  from  Wayne,  we  went  before  that  body 
and  presented  argument  why  this  reduction  should  be  made  in  justice 
to  the  farmers  of  this  State.  The  Commission  declined  to  make  any 
changes  in  their  former  rulings  ;  so  nothing  was  accomplished. 

After  the  Railroad  Commission  had  been  abolished  and  the  Corpo- 
ration Commission  had  been  created,  I,  with  Mr.  Cunningham  of  the 
Agricultural  Department,  and  Mr.  Battle  their  attorney,  went  before 
the  latter  body,  and  again  I  presented  argument  as  best  I  could,  show- 
ing that  the  then  existing  tonnage  was  working  an  injury  to  our  far- 
mers and  State  generally  by  discriminating  against  them  as  compared 
with  other  States  that  were  enjoying  a  tonnage  of  ten  tons  to  the  car 
load.  The  Commission  saw  the  justice  of  our  claim  and  granted  our 
request.  The  several  railroads  in  the  State  made  exceptions  to  this 
ruling;  so  I  again  appeared  before  the  Commission.  There  being  no 
good  reason  advanced  by  the  railroad  officials  sustaining  their  excep- 
tions, the  Commission  stood  by  its  former  ruling,  and  the  ten  tons 
minimum  was  declared  to  take  the  place  of  the  former  fifteen  tons 
minimum  that  governed  shipments  of  fertilizers.  The  Seaboard  Air 
Line  appealed  from  this  ruling  and  secured  an  injunction  from  Judge 
Simonton  restraining  the  Commission  from  applying  this  ruling  to  the 
Carolina  Central  Road.  The  Commission  has  secured  counsel  and  will 
defend  their  position. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  state  that  I  was  unable  to  make  as  de- 
sirable a  contract  for  fertilizers  for  this  year's  trade  as  we  have  been 
enjoying,  thus  reducing  our  commission  over  $1,500  from  what  we 
had  reason  to  expect.  Your  committee  appointed  to  make  fertilizer 
contracts  labored  faithfully,  and  finally  accepted  what  they  consid- 
ered the  best  offer  in  sight.  I  am  sure  there  will  necessarily  be  some 
changes  made  along  this  line. 

During  the  winter  I  again  started  up  the  shoe  factory  and  ran  it 
about  three  months.    There  had  accumulated  a  considerable  quantity 
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of  scrap  leather  from  former  operations  that  I  felt  could  be  worked 
up  into  children's  and  other  shoes,  and  turned  into  a  saleable  article, 
which,  if  thrown  on  the  market  as  raw  material,  would  not  bring  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  of  its  original  cost.  As  an  illustration  of.  the  correct- 
ness of  my  opinion,  at  your  last  meeting  I  reported  about  $150  worth 
of  leather  in  the  hands  of  a  commission  merchant.  When  the  returns 
came  in,  they  amounted  only  to  about  $50,  and  this  for  whole  stock.  I 
consider  the  three  months  use  of  the  factory  money  well  spent.  Bro. 
R.  K.  Stone,  an  experienced  shoe  man,  superintended  the  work  in  a 
faithful  manner,  and  deserves  commendation  for  his  untiring  efforts 
in  trying  to  make  the  venture  a  success. 

The  Executive  Committee  authorized  me  to  place  Dr.  Seawell  on 
the  road  for  two  months  to  travel  in  the  interest  of  the  Alliance  by 
selling  shoes,  lecturing,  etc.  The  unprecedented  bad  weather  inter- 
fered with  the  brother's  appointments,  and  as  a  result  his  efforts  were 
not  crowned  with  the  success  that  we  all  expected.  There  were  days 
and  possibly  weeks  in  which  he  could  not  reach  an  appointment,  and 
if  he  had  gone  no  one  would  have  met  him. 

It  has  been  the  pleasure  of  your  State  Business  Agent  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  some  of  the  brethren  to  meet  with  them  at  their  County 
meetings.  During  July  I  was  with  the  brethren  at  these  meetings  in 
Wake,  Wayne,  and  Robeson  counties.  In  each  of  these  counties  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  enjoying  in  the  fullest  sense  the  hospitality  or  these 
brethren  and  formed  acquaintances  that  will  ever  be  a  pleasant  re- 
membrance. If  my  going  among  them  shall  result  in  the  smallest 
degree  in  an  increase  in  Alliance  interests,  I  shall  consider  the  time 
well  spent. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  announce  to  you  that  I  have  paid  off 
the  mortgage  resting  on  the  Shoe  Factory,  and  turn  it  over  to  you  free 
from  encumbrance.  No  act  that  I  have  performed  since  I  have  been 
here  has  given  me  more  real  pleasure  than  this.  This  money,  together 
with  that  derived  from  the  sale  of  a  $1,000 bond,  has  enabled  us  to  pay 
a  $3,000  debt  that  was  secured  by  three  $1,000  bonds,  and  added  to  our 
S.  B.  A.  fund  $2,000  in  bonds,  thus  securing  to  this  fund  $9,000  instead 
of  $7,000,  as  reported  last  year.  The  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  Trustee  will  probably  give  you  fuller  information  concern- 
ing this. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  I  have  not  the  time  here  to  give  a 
detailed  tabulated  statement  of  the  business  of  my  office,  which  has 
already  been  given  the  Executive  Committee,  but  can  be  added  to  this 
so  as  to  form  part  of  this  report. 

I  further  desire  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  of  all  the  officers  and 
brethren  in  their  desire  to  assist  me  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
Alliance.  To  Bro.  Hoover  am  I  especially  indebted  for  courtesies  and 
assistance  by  advice  and  otherwise. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  mention  the  faithfulness  and 
efficiency  which  Bro.  Murphy  has  shown  as  bookkeeper.  His  labors 
are  entitled  to  appreciation. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  profitable  session,  and  hoping  that  some 
plan  may  be  devised  to  again  place  the  benefits  of  the  Alliance  before 
the  people,  I  am,  Fraternally, 

T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business  Agent. 
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VALUATION    OF   MERCHANDISE    HANDLED    BY    THE    ALLIANCE     BUSINESS 
AGENCY    FROM    AUGUST    1,    1898,    TO    AUGUST    L,  1899. 

Sugar,  lard,  rice,  hominy,  pepper,  spices, 
Groceries.  Sacon,  salt,  molasses,  coffee,  Hour,  soda, 

4xle  grease,  ship  stuff,  bran,  etc $  1,891.03 

Sorghum,  grass,  clover,  rye,  oats,  wheat, 
Seeds.  Seans,  potatoes;  lawn  grass,  garden  seed, 

Alfalfa,   etc -  701.84 

Stoves,  farm  bells,  nails,  paints,  shovels, 
Hardware.        ffarbed   wire,   pitchforks,   brushes,   hoes, 

Axes,   etc 1,885.74 

Saddles,  wagons,  road  carts,  feed  cutters, 
Miscellaneous,  ffuggies,  harness,  cotton  and  corn  planters, 

Alliance  sewing  machines,  organs,  shoes,  7,477.72 

Fertilizers.         117,672.70 

$      129,626.03 

Number  of  tons  of  fertilizers  sold 6,193  3-10 

Number  of  sewing  machines  sold 13 L 

Report  of  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  was  then  read,  accepted  and  adopted, 
as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEE  OF  BUSINESS   AGENCY  FUND. 

1899. 

Aug.  1.     The  fund  consists  of — 

$9,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds $  9,000.0o 

Loan 103.39 

$  9,103.39 
Deed  of  trust  on  headquarters  property  at  Hillsboro, 
except  shoe  machinery  and  building  in  which  lo- 
cated---.   10,218.00 

Total  (face  value) $19,321.39 

Received  of  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business 
Agent, by  order  of  Executive  Committee, 
payment  in  full  of  mortgage  on  shoe  ma- 
chinery and  building  in  which  located .._ $1,723.03 

Paid  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business  Agent, 

to  settle  debt  of  former  Business  Agent $1,619.64 

Balance $    103.39 

Sold  by  order  of  Executive  Committee  one 
N.  C$1,000  4  per  cent,  bond $1,100.00 

Paid  to  State  Business  Agent  to  settle  old 
debt $1,100.00 
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Paid  State  Business   Agent  to  settle  old 

debt $2,808.23 

As  follows : 
OneN.  C.  $1,000  bond £1,100.00 

Cash  received  from  mortgage _.  _.  1,619.64 

Cash  received  from  earnings  of  fund 88.59 

*  $2,808.23 


EARNINGS    OF    FUND. 
1898. 

August  1.     On  hand $     106.05 

1899. 

Jan'ry    1.  Coupons  on  $1,000  N.  C.  4  percent,  bond                        300.00 

June     22.     Six  months  interest  on  mortgage 48.59 

22.     Coupons  on  two  $1,000  N.  C.  4s 40.00 

July       1.     Coupons  on  seven  $1,000  N.  C.  4s 140.03 


$   634.64 


1898. 

August.     Expense  to  State  Alliance $  10.80 

Express  on  bond  omitted  in  last  report-  1.15 

Salary  of  Trustee 250.00 

Expense  to  Charlotte  (two  trips) ._  5.00 

Postage  and  stationery 3.30 

Paid  I  .  B.  Parker,  S.  B.  Agent,  on  debts 

of  former  S.  B.  Agent 88.59 


358.84 


Balance $   175.80 

Receipts  but  no  money  were  passed  by  Trustee  and  S.  B.  Agent  for 
interest  on  mortgages  due  January  1st. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  Graham, 
Trustee  B.  A.  F. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  said  his  committee  desired  more  time  in 
which  to  make  their  report.     Time  was  granted. 

The  Report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  being  called 
for,  the  Chairman  reported  that  nothing  had  come 
before  the  committee  during  the  year  jnst  closed. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  this 
evening:. 
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kvkninm;  session. 

August  8,  1899. 

The  delegates  assembled,  and  the  Alliance  was 
called  to  order  promptly  at  8  o'clock,  Bro.  J.  S. 
Mitchell,  President  pro  tem.,  in  the  chair. 

Hymn  wt  Nearer,  My  Grod,  to  Thee,11  was  sung  with 
spirit  by  the  Alliance,  Bro.  W.  A.  Parker  at  the 
organ. 

Pres.  Mitchell  announced  the  following 

committees: 

Committee  on  Publication. — J.  F.  Click,  J.  P.  Sos- 
samon,  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  V.  N.  Seawell. 

Committee  on  Lecturing. — W.  B.  Upchurch,  J.  S. 
Morrow,  S.  B.  Worthy,  R.  W.  Grumpier,  E.  A. 
Moore,  L.  B.  Scott. 

Committee  on,  Demands  and  Resolutions. — J.  C. 
Bain,  R.  T.  Kernodle,  J.  G.  Hodges,  H.  T.  Jones,  S. 
H.   Tyson,  J.  J.  Wilder. 

Committee  on,  Insurance  and  Benefits. — G.  A.  Hus- 
sey,  W.  G.  Barnes,  P.  B.  Parker,  W.  A.  Graham. 

Committee  on  Business  Agency. — J.  J.  Jenkins,  G. 
M.  D.  Howard,  H.  T.  Jones,  J.  A.  Fisher,  R.  T. 
Kernodle. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. — W.  A. 
Graham,  H.  P.  Alexander,  P.  A.  May,  I).  A.  Mont- 
gomery, T.  J.  Daniels,  W.  B.  Fleming,  J.  J.  Jenkins. 

Committee  on  Manufacturing. — W.  B.  Fleming,  G. 
A.  Hnssey,    H.  Morton,   A.  Hampton,   R.   M.  Parker. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
read  a  letter  from  Assistant  Lecturer  Bro.  W.  H. 
Davis  of  Vance,  who  was  not  able  to  be  at  this  meet- 
ing. 

EESOLUTIONS 

were  introduced  as  follows: 

No.  1 — By  W.  A.  Graham,  on  suspension  of  order. 
Resolution  No.  1  was  taken  up  and  passed  as  follows: 
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Resolved,  That  the  payment  by  the  Trustee  of  the  B.  A.  Fund  of 
twenty-eight  hundred  and  eight  and  23- ICO  dollars  by  order  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  to  the  State  Business  Agent,  to  settle  debts  con- 
tracted by  former  State  Business  Agent,  is  hereby  approved  and  rat- 
ified,   i 

No.  2. — By  W.  A.  Graham,  relative  to  Experiment 
Farm  at  Headquarters. 

Very  interesting  speeches  were  made  on  this  reso- 
lution by  Prof.  F.  E.  Emery.  W.  A.  Graham.  T.  B. 
Parker,  Hoover  and  others,  and 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  Committee  on  De- 
mands and  Resolutions. 

On  motion,  ndjourned  to  meet  Wednesday  morning, 
at  9  o'clock. 

MORNING-    SESSION. 

Wednesday,  August  9,  1899. 

At  9  a.  m.  sharp  President  pro  tern.  J.  S.  Mitchell 
called  the  Alliance  to  order,  and  proceeded  to  open  in 
due  form. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Jenkins  moved  that  copies  of  reports  be 
furnished  the  various  committees   at  once.     Carried. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Bain,  Chairman  Committee  on  Demands 
and  Resolutions,  reported  on  Resolution  2,  recom- 
mending that  it  be  adopted. 

On  motion  to  adopt,  there  was  quite  a  spirited  dis- 
cussion, after  which. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  G.  M.  D.  Howard  of  Robeson, 
the  resolution  was  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  3  was  introduced  by  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions,  and  placed  upon  the  cal- 
endar. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  Chairman,  read  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  which  was  received  and  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

The  report  was  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Yon r  Executive  Committee  begs  leave  to  report  for  the  year  just 
closed  as  follows : 

The  Stale  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  have  already  made  their 
reports,  to  which  your  attention  is  called. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  your  Agency  was  carrying  a  note  of 
$3,000  in  bank,  on  which  the  Agency  was  paying  $15  per  month  inter- 
est. This  note  was  secured  by  a  deposit  of  $3,000  in  N.  (J.  4  per  cent, 
bonds  by  the  Trustee.  Your  Committee  authorized  the  Trustee  to 
dispose  of  one  $1,000  bond,  for  which  lie  realized  $1,100.  This  was 
supplemented  by  the  Trustee  and  Business  Agency,  and  the  $3,000note 
cancelled.  By  this  transaction  a  $3,000  note  was  taken  up  and  at  the 
same  time  a  $2,000  mortgage  on  the.  shoe  factory  and  machinery  was 
raised,  thus  increasing  our  unhampered  bonds  in  the  custody  of  your 
Trustee  from  seven  to  nine  thousand  dollars,  which  shows  improve- 
ment in  our  financial  condition. 

For  the  operation  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  office  we  call  your 
special  attention  to  the  report  of  that  officer. 

We  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  State 
Business  Agency  and  report  of  the  Trustee,  which  have  all  been  found 
correct. 


THE    SHOE    EACTORV. 

Owing  to  environments  and  the  conditions  which  have  hampered 
the  work,  the  operations  of  the  Shoe  Factory  have  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory  to  your  Committee,  and  have  been  suspended  for  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  months  during  the  winter, 
when  it  was  run  in  order  to  work  off  cut  stock  and  fill  sorts  in  finished 
shoes,  and  to  leave  as  little  waste  as  possible  in  materials.  This  work 
enabled  your  Agency  to  fill  many  orders  for  shoes,  and  at  the  same 
time  increased  orders  for  other  goods. 

THE    TANNERY. 

The  Tannery  has  been  standing  idle  since  our  last  report.  We  are, 
however,  at  this  time  considering  a  proposition  to  lease  the  property, 
If  successful  arrangements  are  effected,  the  Tannery  may  be  in  opera- 
tion in  a  short  time  under  other  management. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Order  has  not  been  and  is  not  such  as 
we  all  realize  it  ought  to  be.  "  Howshall  we  better  this  condition?"  is 
the  question  for  the  serious,  prayerful  consideration  of  this  Body. 
To  this  end  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  strong  conservative 
committee  to  consider  methods  and  make  suggestions  to  this  body  in 
writing,  in  shape  of  an  address  to  our  fellow  farmers  and  producers, 
setting  forth  the  needs  for  thorough,  compact  organization,  together 
with  purposes  of  our  Order,  and  inviting  all  who  are  eligible  to  unite 
with  us,  that  we  may  be  a  help  to  them  and  they  to  us,  and,  altogether 
in  solid  union,  a  benefit  to  our  country. 

We  again  renew  our  recommendation  of  a  year  ago.  In  view  of  the 
shrinkage  of  receipts  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasury  Department,  see- 
ing the  needs  of  a  more  effectual  lecture  system,  we  recommend 
that  the  office  of  State  Business  Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer  be 
consolidated  and  the  savings  thereby  be  held  as  a  separate  and  distinct 
lecture  fund,  after  paying  the  State  Business  Agent  $100  for  this 
work,  and  we  further  recommend  that  the  salary  of  your  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer  combined  shall  not  exceed  $1,500 
per  year,  including  all  clerk  hire. 
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We  further  report  that  we  find  the  lands  and  some  of  the  rooms 
have  been  rented  during  the  year  just  closed  for  cash,  $2C0.25,  and  for 
one-third  of  the  crop  of  corn  on  a  few  acres,  and  the  taxes  and  insurance 
on  the  property  are  $146.07  per  year. 

y  J.  W.  Denmark,  Ch'mn. 

W.  B.  Fleming. 
J.  E.  Person. 
Thos.  J.  Oldham. 

Report  of  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell  was  submitted,  read, 
received  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Lecturing,  as 
follows  : 

REPORT  OF  STATE  LECTURER. 

To    tlw    Officers    and    Members    of  (lie   North    Carolina    Farmers'   State 
Alliance. 

Brethren:  Could  your  Lecturer  report  a  very  successful  work 
during  the,  past  year  then  this  report  could  be  made  with  more  satis- 
faction to  himself  and  to  the  brethren. 

Since  being  honored  with  this  position  enough  work  has  been  done 
to  enable  him  to  see  the  possibilities  in  the  lecture,  system,  and  to 
grieve  over  the  seeming  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Alliance  in  foster- 
ing and  sustaining  this  all  important  branch.  As  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  present  incumbent  to  again  accept  the  position,  he  feels  that 
he  can,  with  less  fear  of  being  considered  selfish,  urge  the  Alliance  to 
adopt  some  plan  to  keep  an  efficient  lecturer  in  the  field  continually, 
and  not  make  the  mistake  of  simply  sending  out  a  man  during  a  time 
of  year  when  the  snows  and  chill  blasts  of  winter  chill  his  bones  and 
freeze  out  all  his  good  intentions,  and  expect  him  to  do  a  p;reat,  grand 
and  glorious  work,  with  the  memory  of  pleasant  firesides  and  a 
meagre  salary  clinging  to  him  with  persistency.  While  you,  brethren, 
are  discussing  fertilizers  and  perfecting  plans  to  build  up  the  Order 
by  getting  cheaper  rates  on  railroads,  and  spending  your  money  on 
different  kinds  of  enterprises  and  neglecting  the  lecture  system,  you 
are  simply  guarding  the  bung-hole  while  everything  is  being  wasted 
at  the  spigot. 

After  our  last  meeting  here  I,  by  request,  visited  Nash  County  to 
assist  the  brethren  over  there  in  building  up  the  Order  in  waste 
places.  In  honor  of  our  coming  the  brethren  gave  us  a  grand  ovation, 
known  in  common  parlance  as  a  picnic,  etc. 

After  this  several  points  in  the  County  were  visited,  and  good 
crowds  met  us.  We  wound  up  with  the  County  Alliance  at  Rhodes', 
where  the  brethren  gave  us  a  cordial  reception,  and  the  day  was 
pleasantly  and  profitably  spent.  This  was  a  two  weeks  trip  from 
home,  which,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  was  without  remunera- 
tion, though  the  brethren  kindly  paid  our  expenses  and  entertained 
us  in  princely  style  while  in  their  midst. 

Early  in  January, after  every  frugal,  wide-awake  man  has  always  laid 
his  plans  for  the  ensuing  year,  Bro.  Parker  notified  me  of  the  action 
of  the  Executive  Committee  in  ordering  me  into  the  field  for  two 
months.  I  have  always  obeyed  the  behests  or'  the  Alliance,  and  there- 
fore I  had  to  abandon  some  of  my  private  plans  and  prepare  at  once 
for  the  work.  I  made  a  trip  to  Hillsboro  and  back  for  shoe  samples 
at  my  own  expense,  and  sent  out  appointments,  and  commenced  work 
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llit1  21st  of  January.  In  a  few  days  my  work  was  interfered  with  by 
weather  in  which  the  earth  was  clothed  in  a  beautiful  garb  of  heaven's 
manufacture.  I  was  caught  away  from  home,  and  tried  to  plod  on 
and  fill  my  appointments,  but  found  that  the  Alliance  enthusiasm 
had  froze  up  and  the  brethren  would  not  come  out.  In  this  dilemma 
it  occurred  to  me  that  in  a  snow  was  a  good  time  to  sell  shoes,  so  I 
exposed  my  samples  and  began  taking  orders,  and  as  the  merchants 
nearly  all  turned  me  down  with  an  emphatic  "No,"  I  began  to  take 
individual  orders  from  Alliancemen,  and  as  a  result  of  two  or  three 
days  work  I  sent  Bro.  Parker  about  a  sixty  dollar  cash  order  for  shoes. 
I  continued  until  in  a  few  days  another  snow,  a  regular  Klondyke 
blizzard,  came  down  upon  us,  and  almost  completely  blocked  my 
work,  but  I  finished  my  two  months  work  very  unsatisfactorily  to 
myself  about  the  middle  of  April.  There  were  many  appointments 
which  had  to  be  recalled,  and  which  I  hope  my  successor  may  visit  the 
coming  fall. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  especially  thanking  Bro.  Parker, 
under  whose  direction  I  worked,  for  his  exceeding  kindness  to  me  in 
all  my  dealings  with  him.  Also  to  Bro.  Hoover  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  Alliance,  as  well  as  brethren  and  friends  who  so  hospitably  en- 
tertained me  while  among  them. 

Thanking  the  brethren  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  also 
your  confidence  reposed  in  me  during  the  two  past  years, 
Respectfully  submitted, 

V.  N.  Seawell, 
State  Lecturer. 

Resolution  3  was  taken  up  and  read,  amended  and 
adopted.     The  resolution  as  adopted  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  instruct  the  State  Business  Agent 
to  sell  shoes  to  the  brethren  present  at  this  meeting  by  the  pair  at 
wholesale  prices. 

2.  That  the  State  Business  Agent  be  further  instructed  to  sell  the 
refused,  or  old,  stock  of  shoes  to  the  brethren  or  trade  in  any  way 
that  will  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Alliance,  unwarranted, 

3.  That  the  Executive  Committee  regulate  rate  per  cent,  of  dis- 
count on  this  old  stock. 

On  motion,  the  election  of  officers  was  made  special 
order  for  9  o'clock  Thursday  evening. 
On  motion,  adjourned,  to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 


AFTEPvNOON    SESSION". 

Wednesday,  August  9,  1899. 

President  Mitchell  called  the  Alliance  to  order  at  2 
p.  M. 

Bro.  Geo.  R.  Hussey,  Chairman  Committee  on  Insur- 
ance and  Benefit,  submitted  their  report. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INSURANCE. 

Your  Committee,  having  carefully  considered  the  question  of  insur- 
ance, respectfully  report  that  they  do  not  consider  it  expedient  that 
the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  should,  as  a  body,  adopt 
any  particular  company  for  the  insurance  of  the  brethren,  but  we 
recommend  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  members  of  the  Sub- 
Alliances  the  principles  represented  in  the  People's  Mutual  Benevo- 
lent Association,  believing  that  life  insurance  is  too  much  neglected 
by  our  members,  and  that  to  the  detriment  of  their  families  at  their 
death. 

Geo.  A.  Hussey,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
through  Bro.  W.  A.  Graham,  Chairman,  reported  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee  with 
regard  to  consolidation  of  offices  of  Secretary-Treas- 
urer and  State  Business  Agent  without  prejudice  for 
action. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lecturing  was  read  and 
placed  on  calendar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  was  read, 
and,  on  motion,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

After  discussion  by  State  Business  Agent  Bro.  W. 
S.  Barnes  and  others,  the  report  was  adopted,  as 
follows: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUSINESS  AGENCY. 

Whereas,  We  are  informed  and  believe  that  the  Durham  Fertili- 
zer Company  has  been  selling  the  Official  Brand  of  fertilizers  to 
County  Business  Agents  at  two  dollars  less  per  ton  than  the  State 
Business  Agent  sells  the  same  brand  ;  and 

Whereas,  Certain  impressions  have  gone  out  among  Alliancemen 
that  they  are  not  being  treated  fairly  in  this  matter,  that  has  worked 
great  injury  to  the  Alliance; 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  our  State  Business  Agent  to  explain  this 
matter  to  the  State  Alliance  assembled,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
explain  to  our  brethren  at  home  the  cause  of  this  difference  in  prices 
of  our  fertilizers.  J.J.  Jenkins,  Chairman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  was  taken 
up,  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURING. 

We,  the  Committee,  not  being  as  well  informed  as  we  would  wish, 
and  with  our  knowledge  of  past  experience,  we  do  not  feel  that  we 
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are  in  a  position  to  advise  the  running  of  the  shoe  factory.  Neither 
would  we  advise  that  the  factory  be  sold,  but  if  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, in  their  judgment,  think  it  advisable  to  use  the  funds  avail- 
able in  excess  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  they  may  at  any  time  during 
the  year  operate  the  factory  to  such  an  extent  as  said  fund  will  jus- 
tify. But  we  advise  that  if  the  shoe  factory  be  run  that  it  make  only 
one  grade  of  shoes,  namely,  a  work  shoe  to  suit  men,  women  and 
children.  Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  B.  Fleming,  Chairman, 
Fur  Committee. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  is  taken 
up  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUSINESS  AGENCY. 

The  Committee  on  Business  Agency  beg  leave  to  report  that  we 
have  examined  the  report  of  Bro.  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business  Agent, 
and  heartily  endorse  the  same,  and  recommend  its  adoptiou. 

J.  J.  Jexkixs,  Chairman. 

Resolution  "N,"  by  Gr.  A.  Hussey,  was  introduced 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  "0"  was  introduced  by  S.  B.  Worthy, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution  "P,"  by  W.  A.  Graham,  to  Committee 
on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  "  K  "  was  taken  from  calendar,  discussed 
and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   LECTURING. 

We,  your  Committee  on  Lecturing,  believing  the  harvest  is  ripe 
and  ready  for  Alliance  work,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

In  order  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  reorganization,  the  Lecturer, 
or  Reorganizer,  must  have  some  definite  fund  for  expenses.  We 
therefore  make  the  following  recommendations: 

First.  That  where  there  is  a  County  Lecturer  he  be  called  upon  to 
lecture  to  and  reorganize  each  dormant  Sub-Alliance  in  his  County 
and  to  organize  new  Alliances  whenever  he  can  do  so. 

Second.  We  further  recommend  that  the  State  Lecturer  either 
visit  and  lecture  in  the  Counties  where  there  are  no  Lecturer,  or  dep- 
utize some  brother  in  good  standing  to  lecture  and  reorganize  dor- 
mant Alliances  as  above. 

Third.  That  the  Lecturer  retain  fifteen  cents  of  the  quarter's  dues 
to  defray  his  expenses  for  the  above  specified  work. 

Fourth.  That  every  member  of  this  State  Alliance  be  requested  to 
do  some  personal  work  among  his  neighbors  for  the  Alliance. 

We  would  further  report  that,  after  giving  the  Lecturer's  report 
careful  consideration,  we  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  re- 
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port  be  accepted  and  made  a  part  of  the  Minutes,  and  that  Bro.  V.  N. 
Seawell  be  reimbursed  to  the  .amount  of  $5.50  for  expense  coming  to 
Hillsboro  to  get  his  samples  of  shoes  for  his  lecture  trip  last  winter. 

W.  B.  Upchcrcii.  Chairman. 

Oh  motion  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  that  portion  of 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  which  recom- 
mends the  appointing  of  a  committee  to  draft  an  ad- 
dress was  taken  up.  After  some  remarks  the  recom- 
mendation was  adopted,  and,  on  motion,  the  President 
pro  tern,  was  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five 
to  prepare  said  address.  The  President  pro  tern,  ap- 
pointed the  following  : 

W.  A.  Graham,  Chairman;  T.  B.  Parker,  Prof.  P. 
E.  Emery,  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  W.  B.  Fleming. 

On  motion,  President  pro  tent.  Bro.  J.  S.  Mitchell 
was  added  to  the  committee. 

Resolution  "  Q,11  by  D.  A.  Montgomery  was  taken 
up  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  State  Alliance  be  ordered  to  investigate  the  matter  of  trade- 
mark of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  Official  Guano,  and  if  the  brand 
belong  to  us  that  they  be  further  ordered  to  notify  all  persons  not  to 
u^e  the  brand  without  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
that  they  be  empowered  to  take  such  legal  steps  as  will  secure  and 
protect  our  rights  ;  that  this  shall  apply  to  all  brands  of  guano  bear- 
ing our  name. 

D.  A.  Montgomery. 

Resolution  tk  R , "  was  introduced  by  J.  P.  Sossamon 
and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Progressive  Farmer  be  requested  to  publish  the 
entire  proceedings  of  the  present  State  Alliance  meeting,  or  all  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  publish. 

On  motion,  the  special  order,  the  election  of  officers, 
is  changed  from  9  to  9:80  this  evening. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  this  evening. 


EVENING    SESSION. 

Wednesday,   August  9,  1899. 

The  Alliance   was    called    to    order    promptly  at  8 
o'clock.  President  pro  ton.   J.  8.  Mitchell  presiding. 
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Resolutions  "0,"  ".S,"  "P,"  "J"  and  tk  N  "  were 
taken  up  in  the  order  given  and  tabled. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported 
resolution  "R"  without  prejudice  for  the  action  of 
the  Alliance. 

By   J.  T.  B.  Hoover: 

Resolved,  That  Articles  XII  and  XIII  be  stricken  from  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Resolution  to  change  number  of  members  of  State 
Executive  Committee  from  five  to  three  was  tabled. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws,  on  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  consolidate  the  offices  of  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  State  Business  Agent,  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  a  substitute  by  Bro.  J.  \Y.  Denmark  was  adopted 
by  a  two-thirds  vote.     The  substitute  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  offices  of  the  State  Business  Agent  and  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer be  consolidated,  and  that  the  income  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  held  and  used  as  a  distinct  Lec- 
ture fund,  except  that  one  hundred  dollars  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  work  of  the  department,  and 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  salaries  of  the  State  Business  Agent  and 
Secretary-Treasurer's  De.  artment  combined  shall  not  exceed  $1,500 
per  year,  including  cl3rk  hire. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  shall  change  the  Constitution  so  as  to 
make  it  conform  to  the  above  resolutions. 

By  D.  A.  Montgomery  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  have  as 
many  copies  of  the  address  published  as  they  in  their  judgment  may 
deem  necessary  for  gratuitous  distribution  over  the  State:  that  the 
same  may  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  various  County  officers  for  dis- 
tribution. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  C.  Bain,  the  salary  of  the  State  Lec- 
turer was  fixed  at  $600  per  year. 

Time  for  the  regular  order,  the  election  of  officers, 
having  arrived,  the  following  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year  : 
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President — Wm.  A.  Graham . Machpelah. 

Vice  President — James  S.  Mitchell » Winton. 

Sec'y-Treas'r  &  State  Bus.  Agent — Thos.  B.  Parker.  .Hillsboro. 

Lecturer — Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell Faison. 

Chaplain — W.  S.  Mercer Moyock. 

Steward — J.  0.  Bain  . Wade. 

Doorkeeper — G.  T.  Lane Greensboro. 

Assistant  Doorkkeper — D.  W.  Watson May  wood. 

Member  Executive  Committee — Dr.  J.  E.  Person Pikeville. 

By  J.  W.  Denmark  : 

Resolved,  That  when  the  special  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
address  shall  have  completed  its  work,  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
State  Business  Agent  is  hereby  instructed  to  furnish  copies  of  same 
to  all  the  newspapers  of  the  State,  with  request  that  all  papers 
friendly  to  our  organization  publish  the  same. 

Unanimously  adopted,. 
By  T.  B.  Parker  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  request  the  Alliancemen  through- 
out the  State  to  use  their  influence  in  pushing  sales  of  fertilizers  con- 
tracted for  by  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  next  season. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

President-elect  W.  A.  Graham  voluntarily  relin- 
quished his  salary  as  President  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  while  he  holds  two  offices  in  the  Alliance. 

By  Bro.  C.  H.  Poe  : 

AViiereas,  Less  than  half  the  County  Alliances  now  send  reports  of 
quarterly  meetings  to  the  Progressive  Farmer,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  each  County  Secretary  is  hereby  requested  to  send 
to  our  State  organ  a  report  of  each  County  meeting,  and  that  lectur- 
ers furnish  it  with  regular  reports  of  their  work. 

Adopted. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


NorUi  Carolina  Warmers1  State  Alliance.        'M 
THIRD  DAY. 

MORNING    SESSION. 

Thursday,  August  10,  1899. 

President  pro  tern.  J.  S.  Mitchell  called  the  Alliance 
to  order  at  9  o'clock. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  introduced  the  following,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Revolved,  That  we  sincerely  regret  the  absence  of  our  worthy  Presi- 
dent, Bro.  John  Graham,  from  our  meeting,  and  tender  him  our  deep- 
est sympathy  in  his  affliction  by  severe  sickness  in  his  family,  and 
pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  soon  restore  his  loved  one  to 
health,  and  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to  wire  him 
this  resolution. 

Motion  of  W.  A.  Graham  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  borrow  from  the  Business 
Agent  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  officers  of  the  Alliance  their  dues 
for  attendance  at  this  meeting,  and  that  the  State  Business  Agent 
reimburse  himself  from  the  fees  and  dues  received  hereafter. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

The  special  order,  the  installation  of  officers,  was 
now  taken  up,  and  each  of  the  officers  elect  was  duly 
installed,  and  President  W.  A.  Graham,  with  appro- 
priate and  feeling  remarks,  took  the  chair. 

The  Alliance  then  turned  the  hall  over  to  the  Hills- 
boro  Lodge  to  illustrate  their  method  of  initiation. 
This  exhibition  could  not  but  impress  ujoon  all  who 
saw  it  the  solemnity  of  the  service,  and  the  more 
proper  appreciation  of  the  privileges  and  observances 
of  the  pledges  taken  in  the  initiation  into  the  Order. 

THE    ORDER    RESUMED. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Jenkins  offered  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  Our  success  depends  largely  upon  the  circulation  of 
papers  advocating  our  principles,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  suggest  that  the  following  be 
made  a  part  of  the  regular  order  for  each  Sub.  or  County  Alliance, 
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viz:  "  Has  any  brother  a  subscription  or  renewal   for  our  State  or 
County  organ  ?" 

2d.  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  all  such  subscrip- 
tions. 

By  Bro.  J.  P.  Sossaman  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  tender  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to 
State  Alliance  officers  and  citizens  of  Alliance  headquarters  for  kind- 
ness shown  during  our  session  ;  also  to  the  railroads  for  reduced  rates 
to  and  from  the  Alliance  meeting. 

Adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Hillsboro  Lodge  was  tendered  our 
sincere  thanks  for  use  of  rituals,  regalia  and  kind  en- 
tertainment. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Judiciary 
Committee  : 

J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  C.  C.  McLellan,  H.  T.  Jones. 

After  which  the  State  Alliance  adjourned,  to  meet 
on  the  second  Tuesday  in  August,  1900. 

J.  T.  B.  Hooyek, 
Secretary-  Treasurer. 


ADDRESS 

OF 

SPECIAL   COMMITTEE 

TO 

Alliancemen  and  Farmers  of  North  Carolina. 


To  the  Farmers  and  Former  Members  of  the  Formers'  Alliance  in  Nortli 

Carolina  : 

Feeling  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  general  revival  and  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Alliance  in  this  State,  the  undersigned  were,  at  the  re- 
cent session  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  draft  an  address  to  the  farmers  of  the  State. 

This  is  an  epoch  of  organization  and  co-operation.  The  class  that 
remains  unorganized  is  at  the  mercy  of  those  united  in  organization. 
Eleven  years  ago  the  farmers  of  North  Carolina,  realizing  this  fact, 
joined  hands  in  an  effort  to  promote  their  interests  "  mentally,  mor- 
ally, socially  and  financially."  AVhenthe  jute  bagging  trust  attempted 
to  oppress  us  the  farmers  defeated  it,  and  it  was  glad  to?sell  its  product 
at  the  old  price  or  for  less.  We  could  deal  with  any  trust  now  exist- 
ing as  we  did  with  the  jute  bagging  trust  if  we  had  the  same  united 
co-operation  of  the  farmers  of  the  country. 

The  social  condition  of  the  farmers  and  the  period  of  neighborly 
good  feeling  for  and  association  with  each  other  which  then  existed 
has  never  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  State.  Families  that 
had  lived  near  each  other  for  years  became  acquainted,  unfavorable 
opinions  of  neighbors  were  found  on  acquaintance  to  be  unfounded, 
and  their  worth  learned  and  appreciated.  The  people,  by  associating 
together  and  exchanging  of  ideas,  were  benefitted  in  their  business  in 
all  departments.  By  co-operation  the  100  per  cent,  for  a  few  months 
credit  was  destroyed,  and  needed  supplies  bought  at  reasonable  prices 
for  cash  or  good  security. 

The  different  state  of  feeling  now  existing  among  the  farmers  was 
occasioned  to  some  extent  by  difference  of  opinion  on  political  ques- 
tions. The  merchants,  bankers,  railroadei's,  mill  men,  lawyers,  etc., 
have  organizations  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  respective  lines 
of  business.  When  their  assemblies  convene  no  one  is  made  to  feel 
uncomfortable  on  account  of  a  difference  of  political  views,  but  their 
consideration  is  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the  business  in  which 
they  have  a  common  interest.  Why  should  it  not  be  so  with  the  far- 
mers ?  Is  there  anything  beneficial  gained  by  rejecting  the  example 
given  us  by  the  wild  horses  on  the  AVestern  plains,  which,  when  at- 
tacked, turn  their  heads  together  and  use  their  heels  upon  their  ene- 
mies, and  in  imitating  the  conduct  of  an  animal  that  "has  neither  pride 
of  ancestry  nor  hope  of  posterity"  turning  ears  full  length  to  our  ene- 
mies and  using  our  heels  upon  each  other  ?    The  evil  of  this  course  is 
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now  bearing  fruit  and  the  Alliance  has  determined  that  the  pledge  that 
a  member's  religious  and  political  views  shall  not  be  in  any  way  inter- 
fered with  shall  be  strictly  enforced. 

As  to  the  course  of  our  organ,  The  Progressive  Farmer,  we  are  as- 
sured by  the  business  manager  and  the  editor  of  the  paper  that  it 
shall  be  an  independent,  unmuzzled  farmers'  and  Alliance  journal, 
and  while  it  will  unhesitatingly  commend  the  right  and  fearlessly 
condemn  the  wrong,  it  shall  be  done  as  to  the  matter  in  question  per 
se  without  reference  to  the  political  party  advocating  it. 

And  financially  the  Alliance  is  in  a  healthy  state.  Although  some 
mistakes  have  been  made,  our  Executive  Committee  and  Business 
Agency  have  straightened  out  our  business, and  we  now  have  over  $9,000 
in  North  Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds  and  cash,  besides  our  property  at 
headquarters  near  Hillsboro.  The  Alliance  also  owns  the  shoe  factory 
machinery,  costing  over  $6,000,  and  the  building  in  which  it  is  located, 
all  unencumbered.  This  property,  security  and  machinery,  is  for  the 
benefit  of  all  new  as  well  as  old  members. 

Evidences  that  the  farmers  are  awaking  to  the  benefits  that  such  an 
organization  as  the  Alliance  should  be,  and  would  be  to  them,  come  to 
us  from  many  sections  of  the  State.  "We  anticipate  a  considerable 
revival  in  the  near  future.  There  were  other  causes  than  political 
rancor  which  have  been  injurious  to  the  Order,  among  them  the  mem- 
bership of  unworthy  men.  During  the  first  year  or  so  of  the  Alliance 
few  except  good  men  were  admitted,  and  that  one  was  an  Alliance- 
man  was  generally  evidence  that  he  was  a  trustworthy  person,  but  as 
the  greed  for  membership  grew  nearly  every  one  who  applied  was  ad- 
mitted, and  many  bad  members  were  received.  The  conduct  of  some 
of  these  in  business  matters  caused  many  good  Alliancemen  to  quit 
the  Order  for  their  own  personal  protection. 

In  reorganization  there  should  be  vigilance  as  to  the  reception  of 
members.  The  Committee  on  Examination  should  examine  carefully, 
and  the  Alliance  protected  from  the  entrance  of  unworthy  members, 
who  would  be  of  no  benefit,  and  whose  membership  would  prevent 
desirable  persons  from  joining. 

The  N.  C.  F.  S.  Alliance  has  for  the  present  severed  its  connection 
with  the  National  Order,  and  is  governed  only  by  its  own  Constitution 
and  regulations.  Should  it  ever  become  desirable  to  resume  connec- 
tion with  the  National  Alliance  it  can  be  done. 

In  some  sections  of  the  State  there  is  a  contention  for  a  new  far- 
mer's organization.  Under  the  liberal  charter  granted  us  by  the 
State,  the  Alliance  can  be  made  to  accomplish  anything  desirable  we 
may  wish.  There  is  certainly  no  need  for  a  new  organization.  It 
will  be  far  better  to  reorganize  the  Alliance,  avoid  the  mistakes  of 
the  past  and  live  up  to  its  principles  in  a  spirit  of  fraternity  and  broth- 
erly love. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  the  farmer  is  in  "business"  just  as  the 
merchant,  the  banker,  1  lie  manufacturer,  or  any  other  "business" 
man,  and  is  entitled  to  the  same  consideration  in  the  legal  and  eco- 
nomical regulations  of  the  country.  But  the  farmer,  while  an  impor- 
tant class,  is  not  the  only  useful  class  of  our  citizenship.  Every 
legitimate  business  benefits  the  whole  population.  We  therefore 
should  labor  in  our  sphere,  not  as  enemies  but  as  allies  of  other  useful 
professions,  and  do  nothing  with  the  sole  desire  to  injure  others. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  farmers  were  the  happy,  contented  class 
of  our  country,  and  a  yeomanry  of  prosperous  homeowners,  no  matter 
how  humble  the  home,  is  the  bulwark  of  a  country.  Our  farmers  are 
not  in  prosperous  condition  to-day.     There  are  those  who  either  deny 
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this  or  attribute  it  to  laziness  of  t lie  farmers,  but  in  the  next  breath 
contradict  themselves  by  attributing  it  to  over-production. 

The  Alliance  would  afford  opportunity  for  a  study  of  the  causes  of 
this  condition,  and  for  exchange  of  views  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
producing  crops,  raising  and  fattening  animals,  preparation  of  fertil- 
izers, improving  lands  and  highways,  marketing  crops,  and  many  de- 
tails in  farm  work,  etc.,  and  the  best  ideas  could  be  put  into  practical 
use.  It  could  arrange  programmes  for  farmers'  institutes  to  be  held 
in  the  neighborhood.  Among  other  things  it  might  also  arrange  for 
a  system  of  storage,  warehouses,  etc.,  or  some  means  by  which  the 
crops  would  not  be  thrown  on  the  market  in  a  lump,  but  the  sales  be 
regulated,  so  as  to  place  the  different  non  perishable  crops,  especially 
cotton,  on  the  market  systematically  throughout  the  year.  And  last, 
but  by  no  means  least,  and  which  we  have  not  hitherto  appreciated 
and  developed  as  we  should  have  done,  is  the  social  feature  of  the 
Order.  We  are  more  or  less  isolated,  and  need  these  gatherings  for 
the  best  development  of  our  young  people  into  noble  and  useful 
women  and  men,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  older  people. 

We  meet  few  persons  who  were  ever  members  of  the  Order  who  do 
not  say  that  they  are  "as  good  Alliancemen  as  ever,  but — ."  They  then 
relate  some  grievance  which  is  frequently  imaginary  or  the  result  of 
their  own  conduct,  and  which  could  be  easily  remedied  by  their  own 
action. 

The  Alliance  elevated  the  farmers  as  no  institution  ever  has  done. 
It  taught  them  to  think,  and  by  it  they  learned  more  of  matters  in 
which  they  interested  themselves  than  they  had  learned  in  all  the 
years  before.  That  there  were  some  cranks  and  men  hasty  to  act  was 
to  be  expected.  The  interests  of  Cpesar  may  in  some  instances  have 
overshadowed  those  of  Rome,  yet  the  aim  of  the  Alliance  was  the 
good  of  the  whole,  not  of  the  few. 

The  necessity  for  organization  and  the  advantages  of  co-operation 
have  only  increased  with  each  succeeding  year  since  we  first  joined 
hands  in  1888.  Every  other  class,  realizing  that  in  union  there  is 
strength,  is  united.  In  this  age  of  organization  we,  too,  must  organize. 
We  therefore  cordially  invite  all  eligible  persons  to  unite  with  us  in 
the  endeavor  to  rebuild  the  Alliance,  with  the  great  objects  set  forth 
in  our  Declaration  of  Purposes — to  develop  a  better  state  mentally, 
morally,  sociallyand  financially  ;  to  educate  ourselves  upon  all  matters 
affecting  our  welfare;  to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  suppress  per- 
sonal, local  and  national  prejudices ;  and  promote  in  every  possible 
way  the  best  and  highest  interests  ef  our  people  and  country. 

Wm.  A.  Graham, 
T.  B.  Parker, 
V.  N.  Sea  well, 
J.  S.  Mitchell, 
W.  B.  Fleming, 
Frank  E.  Emery, 

Committee. 


ALLIANCE  CHARTER 


CHAPTER  105,  LAWS  OK  1889. 


AN  ACT 

TO    INCORPORATE    THE    FARMERS'    STATE    ALLIANCE    OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  SUB-ALLIANCES. 

The  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  do  enact  : 

Section  1.  That  S.  B.  Alexander,  L.  L.  Polk,  J.  D.  Allen,  Elias  Carr, 
T.  Ivey,  John  S.  Johnston,  D.  Reid  Parker,  and  such  others  as  maybe 
associated  with  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  "Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina," 
and  by  that  name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  con- 
tinual succession,  and  a  common  seal,  which  they  may  alter  or  change 
at  will,  and  shall  be  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and 
being  impleaded,  and  contracting  and  being  contracted  with,  and  of 
acquiring,  holding  and  conveying  real  and  personal  property, 
and  shall  also  have  power  to  elect  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  conduct  of  its  business,  and  to  adopt  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  by-laws  as  may  be  proper  for  the  government  of  the  corpo- 
ration ;  that  the  said  corporation  shall  have  and  possess  all  corporate 
powers,  rights  and  privileges  conferred  upon  corporations  by  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  State  or  may  be  necessary,  appropriate  or  convenient 
to  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges given  by  this,  act,  and  to  the  conduct  and  management  of  its 
business  affairs. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  said  corporation  is  authorized  and  empowered  to 
conduct  and  carry  on  by  itself,  or  by  and  through  its  duly  appointed 
agents,  managers  and  servants,  a  mercantile  or  manufacturing  busi- 
ness in  all  branches  ;  to  erect,  manage  and  operate  warehouses,  stock- 
yards, grain  elevators  and  packing  establishments;  to  manufacture 
guano  and  other  fertilizers,  and  generally  to  conduct  and  carry  on 
such  enterprises  and  transact  such  business  as  may  be  necessary  or 
advisable  for  its  profit  or  advancement,  or  that  may  contribute  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  general  design  and  purpose  for  which  it  is 
created,  and  for  which  an  association  now  existing  in  this  State,  and 
known  as  the  "Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,"  was  or- 
ganized. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  corporation  hereby  created  may  adopt  the  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  said  association 
known  as  the  "Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,"  and  by 
consent  of  the  said  association  may  become  its  successor,  acquire  its 
rights  and  privileges,  assume  its  liabilities  and  continue  todevelop 
and  execute  its  general  plans  and  purposes,  with  the  right  to  change, 
modify,  enlarge  and  extend  the  same,  so  as  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  and  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  farmers  and  laborers  of  the  State,  and  all  persons  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural or  mechanical  pursuits. 

Sec  4.  That  the  said  corporation  may  use  and  adopt  such  means 
and  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  raise  funds  for  its  purposes,  and 
to  conduct  its  financial  operations,  and  especially  may  impose  fines, 
and  penalties,  and  dues,  and  collect  the  same,  levy  assessments,  and 
provide  for  stock  subscriptions  if  deemed  advisable. 
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Seo.  5.  That  the  said  corporal  ion  shall,  by  its  proper  officers,  agents, 

managers  and  servants,  exercise  general  control  and  supervision  over 
the  Subordinate  Alliances  of  the  Stale  hereinafter  created  and  incor- 
porated, and  may  prescribe  how  the  said  Subordinate  Alliances  shall 
lie  represented  in  the  membership,  conventions  and  meetings  of  the 
said  corporation. 

Sec.  6.  That  each  County  Alliance  which  has  been  or  may  hereafter 
be  organized  is  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  the  particular  County  in 
which  said  Alliance  is  located,  and  under  the  said  name  and  style  it 
shall  have  and  possess  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  herein 
granted  to  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  which  may 
be  necessary  to  develop  and  execute  its  plans  and  purposes,  and  which 
shall  not  be  inconsistent  or  in  conflict  with  those  granted  to  the  said 
Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  but  shall  in  all  respects 
be  subordinate  and  subservient  thereto. 

Seo.  8.  That  each  County  Alliance  may  establish,  conduct  and  pros- 
ecute such  mercantile  and  manufacturing  business  and  such  other  en- 
terprises as  will  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  said  Alliance 
and  its  members  in  the  County  in  which  it  is  located,  and  it  may 
adopt  such  a  constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  and  provide 
for  such  a  form  of  organization  as  may  be  suited  to  its  wants  and  ne- 
cessities, provided  that  the  plans  of  organization  in  the  several  Coun- 
ties shall  be  as  nearly  uniform  as  possible ;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary,  may  prescribe  a  general 
and  uniform  plan  for  the  organization  of  the  County  Alliances. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  Subordinate  Alliances  which  are  now  or  may  here- 
after be  organized  in  the  several  Counties  of  the  State,  are  hereby 
created  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  under  such  name  and  style  as  is 
now  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  the  Farmers' State  Alliance, 
and  under  such  name  and  style  they  shall  severally -have  and  enjoy 
the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  this  act  upon  the  Far- 
mers' State  Alliance  and  the  County  Alliances,  and  which  may  be  ne- 
cessMry  and  appropriate  td  develop  and  execute  the  plan  and  purpose 
of  their  organization  ;  and  they  may  conduct  and  carry  on  within 
their  respective  localities  such  business  and  enterprises  as  are  of  the 
same  nature  as  those  authorized  by  this  act  to  be  conducted  and  car- 
ried on  by  the  other  Alliances,  and  may  adopt  such  plan  of  organiza- 
tion and  such  constitution  and  by-laws  as  may  be  suited  to  said  pur- 
pose:  provided  that  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  hereby  incorporated 
may  prescribe  a  uniform  plan  for  the  organization  of  said  Alliances, 
under  and  by  which  they  may  be  formed  and  governed. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  County  Alliances  and  Subordinate  Alliances,  the 
incorporation  of  which  is  provided  for  in  this  act,  may  succeed  to  the 
rights  and  privileges,  adopt  the  present  organization,  assume  the  lia- 
bilities and  continue  to  develop  and  execute  the  general  plan  and  pur- 
poses of  the  association  respectively  known  as  the  County  Alliances 
and  Subordinate  Alliances,  and  in  such  case  the  said  County  Alliances 
and  Subordinate  Alliances  as  now  existing  and  organized  under  their 
constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  shall  be  corporate  bod- 
ies and  invested  with  the  corporate  powers,  rights  and  privileges  here- 
in granted  to  County  and  Subordinaie  Alliances,  subject  to  the  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  Farmer's  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  10.  That  any  three  or  more  members  of  any  one  of  the  Alliances 
hereby  incorporated  may  unite  and  associate  with  them  any  three  or 
more  persons  for  the  purpose  of  establishingand  conducting  any  mer- 
cantile or  manufacturing  business  or  enterprise,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  and  conducting  any  business  of  the  nature  or  character 
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authorized  to  be  established  and  conducted  by  the  corporation  crea- 
ted by  this  act,  and  the  persons  so  united  and  associated  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid  shall  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  with  such  corpo- 
rate powers,  rights  and  privileges  as  are  by  this  act  granted  to  the 
corporations  created  thereby,  and  which  may  be  necessary  or  adapted 
to  the  prosecution  of  such  business  or  enterprise:  provided,  that  the 
said  persons  so  united  and  associated  shall  first  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  County  in  which  the  corporation 
is  to  have  its  principal  place  of  business,  articles  of  agreement,  as 
provided  for  in  chapter  19  of  the  act  of  1885 ;  that  upon  the  filing  of 
such  articles  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  provided  for  in 
sections  678,  679  and  680  of  The  Code. 

Sec.  11.  TH'at  the  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  or  other  chief 
officer  in  the  several  Alliances  now  existing  in  this  State,  with  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  each,  may  immediately  accept  and  adopt  this 
act  of  incorporation,  and  thereupon  they  shall  severally  be  invested 
with  the  corporate  powers,  rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  this  act 
under  their  present  plan  and  organization  :  provided,  that  the  failure 
or  refusal  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  Alliances  to  accept  this 
charter  or  act  shall  not  affect  or  prejudice  those  which  do  accept,  nor 
prevent  them  from  becoming  incorporated  under  this  act  and  enjoy- 
ing the  rights  and  privileges  therein  conferred. 

Sec.  12.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  ratification. 

In  the  General  Assembly  read  three  times  and  ratified  this  the  7th 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1889. 


YOUR  STATE  ORGAN, 

The  Progressive  Farmer, 

RALEIGH,  N.  C, 

MRS.  L.  L  POLK,  Prop'r;  C.  H.  POE,  Editor;  J.  W.  DENMARK,  Bus.  Manag'r, 
SOLICITS  YOUR  SUPPORT. 


THE  OFFICIAL  ORGAN  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  AL- 
LIANCE since  its  organization.  Interests  every  member  of  the  fam- 
ily) young  or  old.  Educates  and  enthuses;  brightens  every  home  it 
enters.    Largest  all-home  print  $1  weekly  in  North  Carolina. 

Editorial  Staff  and  Correspondents  include  best  Farm  Writers  and 
deepest  thinkers  of  the  State — Prof.  Benj.  Irby,  Agriculturist  N.  C. 
Experiment  Station  and  Prof,  of  Agriculture  A.  &  M.  College;  Prof. 
F.  E.  Emery,  former  Agriculturist  N.  C.  Experiment  Station  ;  Henry 
Stewart,  America's  leading  authority  on  Sheep  Raising,  and  many 
others  of  the  best  farmers  of  the  State.  Questions  regarding  farming 
cheerfully  answered -by  competent  men. 

ITS  MOTTO:  "The  Industrial  and  Educational  Interests  of  Our 
People  Paramount  to  all  Other  Considerations  of  State  Policy  "  is  the 
motto  of  the  Progressive  Farmer,  and  upon  this  platform  it  shall  rise 
or  fall.  'Serving  no  master,  ruled  by  no  faction,  circumscribed  by  no 
selfish  or  narrow  policy,  its  aim  will  be  to  foster  and  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State." — From  Col.  Polk's  Saluta- 
tory, Feb.  10,  1886. 

Preaches  Alliance  Doctrine. — "If  wherever  the  State,  County  or 
other  Lecturer  reorganizes  a  Sub.  he  will  get  each  member  to  sub- 
scribe for  The  Progressive  Farmer  that  Sub.  will  be  sure  to  live," 
remarked  an  observing  brother  who  attended  the  1899  meeting  of  the 
State  Alliance,  "  but  if  the.  Lecturer  or  organizer  leaves  them  alone 
with  few  of  them  reading  The  Progressive  Farmer,  ignorant  of  or 
out  of  touch  with  the  work  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  that  Sub.  soon 
dies.  Notice  this  when  and  where  you  may  and  you  will  find  this 
statement  correct."    Let  the  organizers  bear  this  in  mind. 

Send  us  names  of  your"  neighbors  who  do  not  take  the  paper  for 
sample  copies.  Free  copy  one  year  to  any  one  sending  us  $5  in  new 
subscriptions  or  $10  in  renewals. 

J.  M.  Parris  of  Jackson  Coun.ty  says:  "  By  adopting  many  valuable 
suggestions  made  by  the  various  writers  for  your  paper,  I  have  been 
enabled  to  greatly  improve  my  farm  and  stock,  and  by  increased  pro- 
duction and  valuation  of  farm  and  stock  I  have  made  over  $100  for 
each  $1  paid  out  for  The  Progressive  Farmer.  I  am  sure  that  it  was 
one  of  the  best  investments  I  ever  made." 

INTERESTS  FARMERS ! 

FIGHTS  FOR  FARMERS ! 

PAYS  FARMERS! 
Address, 

#  The  Progressive  Farmer, 

Raleigh,  N,  C. 
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Business  Qgcncy 

WAS  ESTABLISHED  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THE 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  ALLIANCE. 


IT  CAN   AID   YOU    IN    PURCHASING 

Groceries,    Hardware,    Farming    Utensils,     Buggies, 

Wagons,  Harness,  Furniture,  Sewing  Machines, 

Cotton  Gins,  Presses,  Engines,  Wagon  Scales, 

Threshing  Machines,  Saw  Mills,  Cook 

Stoves,  Feed  Cutters,  Corn  Shellers, 

Cane  Mills,  Plows,  Harrows, 

Farm  Bells,  Washing  Machines,  Oils, 

Roofing,  Paints,  Barbed  and 

Plain  Wire,  Mowing 

Machines,  Hay 

Presses  and 

.,    Rakes. 

Corn  and  Cotton  Planters,  Guano  Sowers,  Fertilizers, 
Manure  Spreaders,  Etc.,  Etc. 

JUgg*- Write  for  prices  on  anything  you  wish  to  purchase, 
and  we  will  try  to  save  you  money. 

Fraternally, 

T.  B.  PARKER,  S.  B.  A., 

HILLSBORO,    N.    C. 
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T.  B.  PARKER,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Hillsboro,  X.  C. 
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ELECTED   AUGUST.    ISCO. 


PRESIDENT: 
WM.   A.  GRAHAM Macpelah,  X.  C. 

YICE-PRJiSIDENT: 

J.   T.    PASCHAL Pittsboro,  N.  C. 

secretary-treasurer: 
T.   B.   PARKER Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

lecturer: 
J.  C.    BAIN ....Wade,  N.  C. 

chaplain: 
W.  S    MERCER  .--'- Moyock,  N.  C. 

steward: 
JNO.  M.  MITCHELL Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

doorkeeper: 
GEORGE  T.   LANE '. Greensboro,  N.  C. 

SERGEANT-  AT-ARMS: 
R.   H.    LANE Aurora,  N.  C. 

STATE   BUSINESS    AGENT: 
T.    B.   PARKER Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

TRUSTEE    B.    A.    FUND. 

W.  A.  GRAHAM    Macpelah,  N.  C. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE: 

J     W.  DENMARK,  Chairman Raleigh,  N.  C. 

INO.    GRAHAM Warrenton,  N.  C. 

DR.  J.    E.   PERSON Pikeville,  N.  C. 

T.  J.  OLDHAM Teer,  N.  C. 

W.   B.  FLEMING Ridereway,  N.  C. 


CONSTITUTION 

OF   THE 

NORTH    CAROLINA 

Farmers9    State    Alliance. 

Amended  at  Hillsboro,  N.  C,  August  14,  15,  16,  1900. 

ORDER   OF    BUSINESS   FOR   STATE    ALLIANCE. 

1.  Calling  roll  by  coun ties— each  delegate  answering  to  his  name,  who 
will  thereupon  present  his  credentials  to  the  Secretary. 

2.  Reading  of  the  Daily  Minutes. 

3.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

4.  Reports  of  Officers 

5.  Reports  of  Committees. 

6.  M<  tions  and  Resolutions 

7.  Unfinished  Business. 

8.  Election  of  Officers. 

9.  Installation  of  Officers. 

DECLARATION    OF    PURPOSES. 

Whereas,  The  general  condition  of  our  country  imperatively  de- 
mands unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  laboring  classes,  reformation 
and  economy,  and  the  dissemination  of  principles  best  calculated  to 
encourage  and  foster  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits;  encouraging 
the  toiling  masses  leading  them  in  the  road  to  prosperity,  and  providing 
a  just  and  fair  remuneration  for  labor,  a  just  exchange  for  our  commodi- 
ties, and  the  best  means  of  securing  to  the  laboring  classes  the  greatest 
amount  of  good;  we  hold  to  the  principle  that  all  monopolies  are  dan- 
gerous to  the  best  interest  of  our  country,  tending  to  enslave  a  free  peo- 
ple and  subvert  and  finally  overthrow  the  great  principles  purchased  to 
the  fathers  of  American  liberty.  We  therefore  adopt  the  following  as 
our  declaration  of  principles: 

1  To  labor  for  the  education  of  the  agricultural  classes  in  the  science 
of  economical  government  in  a  strictl}'  non-partisan  spirit. 
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2.  To  endorse  the  motto,  "  In  things  essential,  unity;  and  in  all  things, 
chc-rity." 

3.  To  develop  a  better  state,  mentally,  morally,  socially  and  finan- 
cially. 

\.  To  create  a  better  understanding  for  sustaining  civil  officers  in  main- 
taining law  and  order. 

5.  To  constantly  strive  to  secure  entire  harmony  and  good  will  among 
all  mankind  and  brotherly  love  among  ourselves 

6.  To  suppress  personal,  local,  sectional  and  national  prejudices,  and 
unhealthy  rivalry,  and  all  selfish  ambition. 

7.  The  brightest  jewels  which  it  garners  are  the  tears  of  widows  and 
orphans,  and  its  imperative  commands  are  to  visit  the  homes  where 
lacerated  hearts  are  bleeding;  to  assuage  the  suffering  of  a  brother  or 
sister;  bury  the  dead;  care  for  the  widows  and  educate  the  orphans;  to 
exercise  charity  towards  offenders;  to  construe  words  and  deeds  in  their 
most  favorable  light,  granting  honesty  of  purpose  and  good  intention  to 
others;  and  to  protect  the  principles  of  the  Alliance  unto  death.  Its 
laws  are  reason  and  equity;  its  cardinal  doctrines  inspire  purity  of 
thought  and  life;  its  intentions  are  "peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
towards  men." 
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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE    I. 
MEMBERSHIP    AND    OFFICERS. 

Section  i.  This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Farmers'  State  Alli- 
ance of  North  Carolina,  and  shall  have  power  to  make  its  own 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  and  Business. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  Count}' Alliance 
containing  2,000  members  or  less,  and  an  additional  delegate  for  every 
1,000  members  in  excess  of  2,000,  its  officers.  Executive  and  Judiciary 
Committees  and  District  Lecturers:  Provided,  however,  that  none  but 
delegates  be  allowed  to  vote  except  in  case  of  a  tie,  when  the  President 
shall  have  the  casting  vote.  It  shall  elect  a  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Business  Agent,  Lecturer,  Steward.  Chaplain,  Door- 
keeper, Sergeant-at-Arms,  who  shall  hold  office  for  twelve  months — ex- 
cept the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  hold  office  for  five  years,  one 
member  being  elected  at  each  annual  session,  or  until  their  successors 
are  ehcted  and  installed,  when  the  retiring  officers  shall  be  honorary 
members  for  that  session  only.  The  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency 
Fund  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  Alliance.  All  members  of  Subordinate 
Alliances  in  good  standing  are  eligible  to  office  in  the  State  Alliance. 

SEC.  3.  A  County  Alliance  shall  be  organized  when  there  are  three 
or  more  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  count}',  to  be  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  the  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  ratio  as  each  County  Alli- 
ance may  elect,  but  not  less  than  one  delegate  for  each  ten  members. 

SEC.  4.  A  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  not  be  organized  with  less  than 
five  members,  nor  nearer  than  three  miles  by  a  direct  line  to  an  Alliance 
in  the  same  county,  except  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of 
such  Alliance  or  Alliances. 

Sec.  5.  The  County  and  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  elect  the  same 
officers  as  the  State  Alliance,  to  hold  office  for  same  length  of  time,  ex- 
cept that  the  entire  Executive  Committee  shall  be  elected  each  year. 
That  officers  and  members  of  standing  committees  to  be  considered 
active  members  of  the  County  Alliance,  and  on  all  questions  coming  be- 
fore that  bodv,  just  as  allowed  other  members,  provided  the  County 
Alliance  so  elect. 

SEC.  6.  Delegates  from  a  majority  of  the  counties  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  State  Alliance.  Delegates  from  one-fourth  of  the  Subordi- 
nate Alliances  a  quorum  of  the  County  Alliance.  Three  members  a 
quorum  of  the  Subordinate  Alliances,  unless  provided  in  their  By-Laws. 
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In  the  absence  of  a  quorum  at  any  meeting,  the  presiding  officer  may 
announce  a  recess  for  such  time  as  may  be  desirable,  not  to  exceed 
twenty-four  hours. 

Sec  7.  The  election  shall  be  by  ballot  when  more  than  one  name  is 
proposed,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  decide  the  same. 

Sec.  S.  Delegates  to  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  elected  at  the  July 
session  of  the  County  Alliance  and  shall  hold  office  for  twelve  months 
Delegates  to  the  Count}-  Alliance  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Subordinate 
Alliances  in  December,  March,  June  and  September.  Officers  of  the 
County  Alliance  at  their  July  session.  Officers  of  Subordinate  Alliances 
at  the  first  meeting  in  June  each  year  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practica- 
ble. 

Sec  9.  The  State  Alliance  shall  meet  annually  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  August,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  at  such  place  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
State  Executive  Committee.  County  Alliances  shall  meet  on  the  second 
Thursday  in  January,  April,  July  and  October.  But  to  suit  the  con- 
veniences of  the  State  Lecturer,  the  time  of  the  county  meetings  may  be 
altered,  within  the  range  of  the  first  twenty  days  of  the  months  named 
by  the  State  President,  Executive  Committee,  Secretary -Treasurer,  and 
the  Lecturer,  a  majority  concurring  therein,  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
purpose  in  view  in  the  division  of  the  State  into  Lecture  Districts,  under 
Art.  I,  Sec.  10.  Suborbinate  Alliances  shall  meet  at  least  once  a  month. 
The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  may  call  a  meeting  on  application  of 
the  Presidents  of  one-fourth  of  the  County  Alliances.  The  President  of 
a  County  Alliance  on  application  of  the  Presidents  of  five  Subordinate 
Alliances.  The  Presidents  of  a  Subordinate  Alliance  on  the  application 
of  five  members. 

SEC  10.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  eight  Lecture  Districts: 

First  District — Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Chowan, 
Crates,  Hertford,  Northampton,  Halifax,  Edgecombe,  Martin,  Bertie. 

Second  District— Carteret,  Onslow,  Jones,  Lenoir,  Pitt,  Craven,  Pam- 
lico, Beaufort    Hyde,   Dare,  Tyrrell,  Washington. 

Third  District  —  Greene,  Wayne,  Wilson.  Nash,  Franklin,  Warren, 
Vance,  Granville,  Durham,  Wake,  Harnett,  Johnston. 

Fourth  District — Chatham,  Moore,  Richmond,  Robeson,  Cumberland, 
Bladen,  Columbus,  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Pender,  Duplin,  Sampson. 

Fifth  District — Anson,  Union,  Stanly,  Montgomery,  Randolph,  Da- 
vidson, Guilford,  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Person,  Orange,  Alamance 

Sixth  District — Alexander,  Caldwell,  Mitchell.  Watauga,  Ashe,  Alle- 
ghany, Wilkes,  Surry,  Stokes,   Forsyth,  Davie.  Yadkin. 

Seventh  District  —  Iredell,  Rowan,  Cabarrus,  Gaston,  Mecklenburg, 
Lincoln,  Catawba,  Burke,  McDowell,  Rutherford,  Cleveland,  Polk. 

Eighth  District  —  Cherokee,  Clay,  Macon,  Graham,  Swain,  Jackson, 
Haywood,  Madison,  Buncombe,  Henderson,  Transylvania. 

SEC.  11.  Each  County  and  Subordinate  Alliance  may  form  their  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  in  conformity  to  the  State  and  National  bodies. 
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SEC.  12.  Il  shall  he  the  duty  of  each  County  Lecturer  lo  furnish  quar- 
terly,   to  the  vState   Lecturer,  a  statement   as   to    the   condition   of   the 

County  Alliance,  and  to  notify  the  State  Lecturer  if  his  services  are 
desired,  and  what  provisions  the  county  will  make  as  compensation  for 
the  State  Lecturer's  services. 

ARTICLE  II. 
DL'TIES  OF   OFFICERS. 

SECTION  r.  The  duties  of  the  President  shall  be  those  belonging  to 
presiding  officers,  ond  he  shall  inspect  the  ballot-box  and  announce  the 
results,  conduct  initiations,  expound  the  secret  work,  aud  open  and  close 
the  Alliance  according  to  the  ritual. 

SiiC.  2.  The  Vice-President  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  per- 
form his  duties.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  the  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  and  until  the  new 
president  is  elected  and  qualified.  In  case  of  absence  of  the  President 
and  Vice-President  at  any  meeting,  the  Alliance  can  elect  temporarily,  a 
presiding  officer  for  that  session  by  acclamation.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  Executive  Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  of 
the  President  until  the  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance,  which  shall  elect 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

SEC  3.  The  duty  of  "the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  to  keep 
a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance,  conduct  its  correspon- 
dence, keep  a  roll  of  its  members,  to  receive  all  money  of  the  Alliance 
and  pay  it  over  monthly  to  the  Treasurer  and  take  his  receipt  for  the 
same;  to  read  all  communications,  reports  and  petitions  in  open  Alliance 
when  necessary,  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Alliance  to  all  documents 
requiring  the  same,  to  prepare  for  publication  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  each  annual,  State  or  called  session  immediately  after  adjournment,  to 
distribute  the  semi-annual  pass-word  to  the  Secretary  or  President  of  each 
Subordinate  Alliance,  who  shall  give  it  to  the  members  of  his  Alliance; 
and  this  pass-word  shall  be  given  in  no  other  manner:  Provided,  where 
no  County  Alliance  has  been  formed  the  pass-word  shall  be  given  to  the 
Secretary  or  President  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  in  each  count}-.  He 
shall  have  charge  of  the  seal,  books  and  papers  of  the  State  Alliance; 
his  books  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  President, 
Executive  Committee,  or  any  other  committee  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  inspect  the  same;  he  shall  keep  a  correct  account  between  the 
State  aud  County  Alliances;  he  shall  furnish  each  Secretary  of  the 
County  Alliances  with  a  blank  book  properly  ruled,  with  suitable  col- 
umn heads  for  classifying  and  recording  the  contents  of  the  reports  from 
Subordinate  Alliances;  also  suitable  blanks  for  making  reports  to  his 
office,  and  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee;  and  a  supply 
of  blanks  for  the   Secretary  of  each   Subordinate  Alliance   to  report  to 
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County  Alliances;  he  shall  also  make  a  list  of  all  officers,  standing  and 
special  committees  of  the  State  Alliance,  with  name  and  postoffice  ad- 
dress, which  list  shall  be  a  part  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  State 
Alliance. 

■■SEC.  4.  The  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall,  on  the  first 
da}-  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  furnish  their  Countv  Secreta- 
ries and  Chairmen  of  Executive  Committees  with  a  list  of  the  number  of 
all  male  members  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  also  those  under  twenty- 
one,  the  number  of  females,  and  other  statistics  required  of  him  by  the 
County  Secretary,  and  shall  accompany  the  same  with  the  fees  and  dues 
due  the  County  Alliance. 

SEC.  5.  The  Secretary  of  each  County  Alliance  shall  classify  and  re- 
cord the  reports  from  the  various  Subordinate  Alliances  in  his  countv, 
and  shall  make  a  report  of  the  same  quarterly  in  triplicate,  one  copy  to 
be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  one  copy  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  State  Executive  Committee  by  the  30th  of  January,  April,  July 
and  October,  and  one  cop}-  retained  by  the  County  Alliance. 

SEC  6.  When  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  report  to 
the  County  Alliance,  as  specified  in  section  four  of  this  Article,  it  shall 
not  be  allowed  representation,  and  if  it  shall  continue  in  neglect  of  this 
duty  and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues  for  twelve  months,  it  shall  stand 
suspended. 

SEC  7.  "When  the  County  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  reports  to  the 
State  Alliance  as  specified  in  section  five  of  this  Article,  it  shall  not  be 
allowed  representation,  and  when  in  arrears  for  more  than  one  month, 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  notify  the  President  of  such 
County  Alliance,  and  he  shall  investigate  the  matter  and  report  to  the 
State  Secretary  the  reason  for  such  delay,  and  if  it  shall  continue  in  neg- 
lect of  that  duty  and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues  within  twelve  months, 
it  shall  stand  suspended.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Alliance  to 
notify  such  defaulting  Alliances  of  their  suspension  and  the  cause  thereof. 
He  shall  exchange  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  each  session  of  the  Alli- 
ance with  the  Secretary  of  each  State  Alliance,  and  bind  the  reports  so 
received  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Alliance  in  a  book,  to  be  the 
property  of  the  State  Alliance.  He  shall  also  furnish  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  vState  Alliance  to  the  Secretary  and  Chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial 
Union. 

SEC.  !S.  The  Treasurer's  duty  shall  be  to  receive  all  money  from  the 
Secretary,  and  pay  it  out  on  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary,  approved  by 
the  President.  He  shall  file  with  the  Executive  Committee  a  bond  for 
double  the  amount  of  money  that  is  likely  to  pass  through  his  hands. 

Sec.  9.  The  Chaplain's  duty  shall  be  to  conduct  the  religious  exercises 
of  the  Alliance  ;  to  officiate  at  the  funeral  service  011  the  death  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  Order. 
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Sec  10.  The  Lecturer's  dutv  shall  be,  at  each  meeting  to  deliver  or 
read  a  short  address  on  some  topic  of  interest  to  the  Order,  and  in 
his  absence,  the  Steward,  who  is  Assistant  Lecturer,  shall  take  his  place. 

SEC.  11.  The  duty  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  his  assistant  shall  he  to 
guard  the  door,  to  take  np  the  word,  to  see  that  all  are  properly  clothed, 
to  have  charge  of  the  property  of  the  Alliance  and  to  keep  the  honse  in 
order. 

Sec.  12.  It  shall  \ytt  the  duty  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  to  assist  the 
President  in  preserving  order  while  the  body  is  in  session,  to  see  that  the 
members,  at  the  sound  of  the  gavel,  take  seats  and  cease  talking. 

Sec.  13.  If  at  any  time  after  the  Alliance  is  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  a  member  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  section, 
or  in  any  way  disturb  the  business  of  this  body,  he  shall,  after  the  second 
offence  during  the  same  day,  be  reported  to  the  President,  who  shall 
publicly  reprimand  said  brother,  and  if  reported  the  second  time  during 
the  day,  he  shall  be  expelled  from  the  house  for  that  day. 

Sec.  14.  He  shall  see  that  the  orders  of  the  President  are  obeyed  ; 
carry  all  papers  or  messages  from  the  President  to  other  officers  of  this 
body,  as  he  may  be  directed. 

Sec.  15.  He  may  have  the  privilege  of  appointing  one  or  more  assist- 
ants to  assist  him  in  performing  his  duties,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  President. 

Sec.  16.  He  shall  keep  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  nse  of  the 
body,  and  look  after  the  general  comfort  of  the  body. 

SEC.  17.  He  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  mail  matter,  and  see  that  it  is 
distributed  to  the  members. 

Sec.  iS.  All  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  these  duties  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  said 
account  must  l>e  itemized  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  III. 

QUALIFICATIONS   FOR   MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  i.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  unless  he  has 
been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  six  months  past,  and 
not  then  unless  he  be  a  farmer,  farm  laborer,  fisherman,  mechanic  (pro- 
vided he  be  not  a  resident  of  a  town  of  more  than  3,000  inhabitants,  and 
under  such  other  restrictions  as  each  County  Alliance  may  for  its  own 
territory  deem  wise),  country  physician,  or  minister  of  the  gospel  whose 
work  is  mainly  in  the  country,  editor  of  a  strictly  agricultural  paper,  be 
of  good  moral  character,  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  be 
of  industrious  habits,  is  a  white  person,  and  over  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Further,  when  any  member  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  engage  in 
any  occupation  which  would  render  him  ineligible  before  initiation,  said 
member  shall  at  once  be  dismissed  from  the  Alliance,  and  furnished  bv 
the  Secretary  with  a  written  statement  of  the  cause  of  his  dismissal  : 
Provided,  that  the  above  shall  not  apply  to  the  members  who  may  be 
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selected  to  buy  and  sell  as  merchants  under  the  supervision  of  the  Alli- 
ance: Provided,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the  counties  of  Clay, 
Graham,  Haywood,  Jackson,  Macon  and  Swain  may  be  received  (when 
qualified)  as  members  of  the  Order  if  they  are  pure  Indian  blood  and  not 
less  than  half  white:  Provided  further,  Croatan  Indians  in  this  State 
may  be  received  on  the  same  conditions. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  person  seemingly  qualified  for  membership  under  section 
i  of  this  Article,  shall  send  in  his  application,  and  it  shall  be  shown  to 
the  committee  of  investigation  that  he  has  other  interests  that  do  not 
harmonize  with  the  interests  of  the  Order,  they  shall  report  adversely  to 
his  admission,  and  make  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  the 
Secretary  shall  inform  the  applicant  of  the  causes  of  his  ineligibility. 

S±cc.  3.  No  member  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  in  more  than  one 
Alliance  at  one  time. 

SEC.  a.  There  shall  not  be  any  political  or  religious  tests  for  member- 
ship. 

SEC  5.  Females  over  sixteen  years  of  age  may,  when  qualified  under 
section  1,  become  members  of  this  Order. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

i'EES  AND    DUES. 

SECTION  I.  All  fees  and  dues  in  the  Subordinate  Alliance  are  due  and 
payable  quarterly  in  advance.  No  member  who  has  not  paid  his  dues  ill 
advance  shall  be  entitled  to  the  new  pass-word.  Members  in  arrears  for 
dues  for  three  months  shall  stand  suspended  without  any  action  of  the 
Alliance,  but  thev  shall  immediately  become  members  of  good  standing 
by  paying  one  quarter's  dues  on  approval  of  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
Sub-Alliance.  If  such  dues  remain  unpaid  for  six  months,  such  member 
shall  stand  expelled. 

SEC.  2.  The  initiation  fee  of  males  shall  be  fifty  cents  and  the  dues 
twenty-five  cents  a  quarter.  Females  shall  he  exempt  from  initiation 
fees,  but  "  may  at  their  own  election  "  pay  dues  to  the  amount  of  five 
cents  each  quarter,  all  of  which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance.  Such  females  as  may  elect  to  pay  dues  shall  be  entitled 
to  representation  as  males. 

SEC.  3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  send  with  his 
quarterly  report  to  the  County  Alliance,  twenty-five  cents  for  each  male 
member  initiated  during  the  quarter,  and  fifteen  cents  dues  for  each  male 
member  of  his  Alliance  reported  for  the  quarter,  and  five  cents  for  each 
female  who  has  elected  to  pay  her  dues.  But  if  no  County  organization 
the  Secretary  of  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance  the  same  fees  and  dues  that  would  have  been  sent  to  the 
County  Secretary,  and  is  allowed  representation  in  State  Alliance.  The 
Secretary  of  the  County  Alliance  shall  send  with  his  quarterly  report,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  fifteen   cents  for  each   male   member 
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initiated  in  his  county  reported  in  good  standing  for  the  previous  said 
quarterly  term,  and  ten  cents  dues  for  each  mile  member  in  his  county 
reported  in  good  standing  for  the  said  quarterly  term,  and  five  cents  for 
each  female  member  whose  dues  has  been  sent  in  from  Sub-Alliance. 
That  any  County  or  Suit-Alliance  at  its  option  may  tax  its  females  and 
have  representation  accordingly. 

SEC.  4.  The  charter  fee  for  Suhordinate  Alliance  shall  be  five  dollars, 
which  shall  be  paid  by  the  Subordinate  Alliance  at  the  time  of  organiza- 
tion The  organizing  officer  shall  receive  for  his  services  for  organizing 
eaeh  Alliance  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  for  organizing  County  Alliance 
twelve  dollars:  Provided,  that  the  amount,  if  any  advanced,  may  be 
retained  in  the  Alliance. 

SEC.  5,  Any  Subordinate  Alliance  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  its 
members  in  good  standing,  lay  an  assessment  on  each  member  not  to 
exceed  twenty-five  cents  per  quarter. 

ARTICLE  V. 

APPLICATIONS   AND    INITIATIONS. 

Section  i.  Any  person  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  a  Subordinate 
Alliance  shall  offer  an  application  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  nearest 
Subordinate  Alliance,  stating  age,  occupation  and  place  of  residence,  the 
application  to  be  accompanied  by  the  initiation  fee,  and  the  applicant  to 
be  recommended  by  two  members  in  good  standing,  and  the  application 
shall  lie  over  from  one  stated  meeting  until  the  next  ior  ballot. 

Sue.  2.  When  an  application  is  received,  the  President  shall  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  investigate  the  character  of  the  applicant  and 
report  at  the  next  stated  meeting  ;  on  report  of  committee  the  ballot  on 
his  petition  shall  be  taken,  and  if  clear,  he  shall  be  declared  elected  ;  if 
one  black  ball  shall  appear,  the  President  shall  immediately  order  the 
ballot  taken  again,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  be  a  mistake  ;  if  one 
black  ball  shall  again  appear,  the  President  shall  announce  that  the 
ballot  will  again  be  taken  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  during  which  time 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  casting  the  black  ball  to  impart  to  the 
President  personally  his  reason  for  so  doing  ;  at  the  time  of  taking  the 
final  ballot  the  President  shall  state  to  the  Alliance  the  reason  why  the 
black  ball  appeared,  carefully  concealing  the  name  of  the  brother  who 
cast  it  (and  always  concealing  the  same  : )  Provided,  however,  if  their 
shall  be  no  cause  given  to  the  President  by  the  next  regidar  meeting,  the 
President  shall  declare  the  candidate  elected  without  further  ballot,  but 
if  the  ballot  should  be  taken  again,  and  if  only  one  black  ball  should  ap- 
pear, the  candidate  shall  be  declared  elected  ;  if  rejected,  the  Secretary 
will  notify  him  in  writing  and  refund  the  initiation  fee. 

Sec.  3  When  an  applicant  is  elected,  he  shall  be  initiated  within  four 
stated  meetings,  if  not  providentially  hindered  ;  otherwise,  he  shall  stand 
as  an  excluded  member. 
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SEC.  4.  A  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  after  it  has  been  received,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  The  petition  of  any  one  rejected  shall  not  again  be  received 
until  the  expiration  of  six  months. 

SEC.  6.  Any  member  clear  of  the  books  may  make  application  for  a 
dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  and  if  no  charges  are  perferred  against  him  or 
her,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  his  dimit  or  card. 

SEC.  7.  Any  member  holding  a  dimit  or  card,  wishing  to  affiliate  with 
any  Alliance,  shall  present  a  written  petition,  accompanied  by  the  dimit 
and  all  dues  that  have  accrued  since  its  date,  and  upon  a  two-thirds  vote 
in  favor  of  applicant,  he  shall  be  declared  elected.  If  the  dimit  is  six: 
months  old  he  shall  come  in  only  as  a  new  member. 

SEC.  8.  All  dimits  shall  be  addressed  to  some  definite  Subordinate  Al- 
liance, and  upon  reception  of  person  dimited,  the  Alliance  receiving  shall 
notify  the  Alliance  dimiting.  All  persons  not  so  reported  in  six  months 
shall  be  marked  as  dropped. 

Sec.  9.  Sub-Alliances  who  have  forfeited  or  surrendered  their  charter 
may  be  re-organized  by  making  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Alliance,  which  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  fee  of  fifty  cents 
for  every  member  who  signs  such  application.  On  receipt  of  such  appli- 
cation accompanied  by  the  fees,  the  Secretary  shall  forward  to  the  Sub- 
Alliance  a  duplicate  of  their  old  or  new  charter  :  Provided,  that  none  but 
those  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  the  char- 
ter and  are  still  according  to  Section  1,  Article  3,  of  the  Constitution  shall 
be  accepted  :  Provided,  further,  that  not  less  than  five  members  make 
application. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

GOOD    OF   THE   ORDER — ARBITRATION    OF   DIFFERENCES. 

Section  i.  Each  Subordinate  and  County  Allianc  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  three  on  the  "  Good  of  the  Order  "  This  committee  shall  be  a 
board  for  the  arbitration  of  differences  of  any  nature  that  may  exist  be- 
tween members  of  said  Alliance 

Sec.  2.  It  is  deemed  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  order  for  brothers  to 
go  to  law  with  each  other,  therefore  it  is  earnestly  recommended  when 
pecuniary  or  other  differences  arise  between  members,  that  they  settle 
them  amicably  among  themselves;  failing  to  do  so,  that  they  leave  the 
matter  to  the  board  of  arbitration,  provided  none  of  said  board  are  dis- 
qualified by  interest  or  relationship  in  favor  of  or  against  the  contending 
parties.  If  this  be  the  case,  a  new  board,  or  any  member  of  it,  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Alliance  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  difficulty.  But 
if  this  fails,  then  the  courts  of  law  may  be  resorted  to  in  settlement  of 
the  matter. 

SEC  3.  When  any  officer  or  member  shall  be  [guilty  of  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  Allianceman,  or  when  personal  differences  shall  exist  between 
members,  and  after  reasonable  efforts,  cannot  be  amicably  adjusted,  an 
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officer  may  be  impeached,  and  a  member  reprimanded,  suspended  or  ex- 
pelled ;  charges  and  specifications  in  writing  may  be  preferred  by  any 
member  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  board  of  arbitration,  and  when  charges 
are  preferred,  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications  shall  be  furnished 
by  the  Lecturer  to  the  party  charged.  The  Chairman  of  the  board  shall 
notify  the  parties  at  variance  in  writing,  of  the  time  and  place  at  which 
they  will  take,  in  writing,  all  testimony  of  persons  not  members  of  the 
Alliance,  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  upon 
the  report  and  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  had  in  the  Alliance,  the 
Board  shall  proceed  at  once  in  the  trial,  and  the  Alliance  inflict  such 
punishment  on  either  or  both  of  the  parties  as  it  may  determine. 

Sec.  4  All  trials  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Subordinate  Alli- 
ance shall  be  by  Board  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance;  all  trials  of  the  offi- 
cers or  members  of  the  County  Alliance  shall  be  by  the  Board  of  County 
Alliance  ;  all  trials  of  officers  or  membf  rs  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance  ;  all  appeals  from  the 
Board  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  to  the  Board  of  the  County 
Alliance  ;  all  appeals  from  the  County  Alliance  shall  be  to  the  Board  of 
Judiciary  of  the  State  Alliance. 

SEC.  5.  All  parties  on  trial  for  any  offence  shall  have  the  right  to  defend 
themselves  in  person  or  by  proxy.  The  Lecturer  shall  conduct  the  prose- 
cution, and  shall  have  the  right  to  close,  after  which  the  decision  shall  be 
rendered  determining  the  punishment,  either  by  expulsion,  suspension 
or  reprimand  by  the  Board. 

Sec.  6  In  case  of  an  appeal,  all  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  with  the 
testimony,  properly  transcribed  from  the  records,  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  County,  State  or  National  Board,  as  the  case  may 
be,  with  the  signatures  of  the  Board  and  Lecturer.  Whenever  a  person 
is  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  Al'iance,  and  an  appeal  is  taken,  the  Lectur- 
er of  the  Subordinate  Alliance,  may  still  assist  as  prosecuting  attorney, 
if  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  suspended  on  charges  can  be  re  instated  only  by 
two-thirds  vote,  after  one  month's  notice  on  application  in  open  Alliance 
at  a  stated  meeting. 

Sec.  S.  Any  member  expelled  can  be  re-instated  only  by  application, 
as  in  the  preceding  section,  and  the  same  ballot  required  as  on  petition 
for  membership  into  the  Order. 

Sec.  9.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall,  at  each  annual  ses- 
sion, appoint  a  Judiciary  Committee  of  three  members,  who  shall  consider 
and  determine  all  questions  of  organic  or  statutory  law  coming  up  on  ap- 
peals during  vacation,  and  all  other  questions  submitted  to  it  by  the  State 
Alliance  whi'e  in  session.  It  shall  keep  a  record  of  its  decisions  in  a  book 
to  be  furnished  for  the  purpose,  and  1  eport  to  each  session  of  the  State 
Alliance. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

DUTIES   OF   EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

Section  i.  There  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  State 
Alliance  one  Executive  Committeeman  to  hold  five  years,  whose  duty, 
with  the  four  holding  over,  shall  be  to  examine  the  books  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund, 
and  to  report  on  their  condition  to  the  State  Alliance,  with  an  itemized 
^statement  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  yetr  ending  en  and 
including  the  31st  day  of  July  in  each  year.  In  case  of  vacancy  on  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appointmrnt  of 
President  until  meeting  of  State  Alliance,  which  shall  elect  to  fill  vacancy. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  supervise  suitable  bonds  for  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  approve 
the  same  ,  they  shall  audit  all  claims,  and,  if  allowed,  the  Secretary  shall 
draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  so  allowed,  and  all  war- 
rants drawn  on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  'signed  by  the  Secretary  and  ap- 
proved by  the  President. 

SEC.  3.  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  prepare  suitable  bonds 
for  Secretary-Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  and  approve  the  same,  and  to  increase,  diminish  or  cancel 
said  bonds  ;  to  dismiss  and  appoint  a  new  Business  Agent,  when  the  good 
of  the  Alliance  demands,  by  reason  of  inefficiency,  or  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  Agent  to  perform  his  duties,  and  affix  his  salary,  not  to  exceed 
$  1,500  per  annum,  including  clerk  hire.  The  bonds  of  the  County  and 
Subordinate  Alliance  Business  Agents  shall  be  approved  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  who  shall  exercise  the  same  power  ov«  r  the  Agents  as  are 
exercised  by  the  State  Executive  Committee  over  the  State  Business 
Agent. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

ORGANIZATIf  N. 

Section  i.  The  Lecturer  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  superintend  the 
organization  of  Alliances  in  the  State.  He  shall  correct  all  irregulari  ies 
in  the  work,  secret  or  otherwise.  The  Executive  Committee  Cummiitee 
of  the  State  Alliance  may  appoint  Assistant  Lecturer  when  deemed  neces- 
sary. 

Sec.  2.  The  Lecturers  and  Stewa  d  shall  report  monthly  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Alliance  the  number  of  Alliances  organized  and  the  work 
performed  by  them. 

SEC  3.  The  Lecturer  of  County  Alliances  shall  be  Organizer  in  his 
county. 

Sec  4.  All  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  are  authorized  to  organize 
Alliances,  but  when  they  are  salaried  officers,  the  fee  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  State  Alliance,  who  shall  issue  a  charter  atiested  by 
the  Secretary,  to  each  regular  organizt  d  Alliance. 
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SKC.  5.  No  Alliance  shall  he  organized  in  less  than  three  miles  (direct 
line)  of  another  Alliance  in  same  county,  unless  such  Alliai  ce  furnishes 
the  organizing  officer  a  written  permit  duly  attested,  of  action  of  all  such 
Al  iances  consenting  to  its  organization,  which  permit  shall  he  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  with  application  for  a  charter,  and 
all  such  organizations  otherwise  made  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  6.  Whenever  an  Alliance  shall  become  defunct,  any  member  in 
goid  standing  belonging  1o  said  defunct  Alliance  may,  in  three  months, 
join  an  Alliance  within  his  reach  without  being  required  to  pay  a  fee  : 
Provided,  however,  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  judge  of  its  own 
membership. 

SEC.  7.  Whenever  an  Alliance  becomes  so  large  as  to  become  unwieldly, 
it  ma}',  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  divide  and  form  two  Alliances  ;  and  on  peti- 
tion of  said  Alliances,  under  seal,  to  the  President  of  the  State  Alliance, 
he  will  grant  a  charter  for  a  new  Alliance.  Whenever  two  or  more  Al- 
liai ces  may  deem  it  best  for  the  good  of  tl  e  Order,  they  may  consolidate. 
The  Subordinate  Alliances  may  determine  their  name.  Any  member  di- 
mitted  from  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  under  supervision  of  the 
Subordinate  Alliance  from  which  he  is  dimitted  so  long  as  he  remains  in  its 
jurisdiction,  and  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  sit  in  open  Alliance  after  the 
quarter  expires  in  which  he  obtained  his  dimit. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  i  Any  member  who  may  hereafter  disclose  any  of  the  work- 
ings of  the  Order,  or  who  may  impart  the  password  of  the  Order  know- 
ingly to  any  one  not  entitled  to  the  same,  or  who  shall  disclose  any  of 
the  secrets  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the  Order,  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  in  mediately  expelled  by  the  body,  and  shall  not  be  eligible 
to  membership  thereafter. 

Sec.  2  A  member  who  abuses  or  denounces  the  Alliance,  and  desires 
to  withdraw  shall  not  be  granted  a  dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  but  shall 
be  suspended  or  expelled,  and  not  be  permitted  to  withdraw. 

ARTICLE   X. 

SALARIES   OF   OFFICERS   AND   MILEAGE   AND   PER   DIEM   OF   MEMBERS. 

Section  i.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  paid  a  salary 
of  $100  per  annum  for  office  work,  with  necessary  postage,  stationery 
and  traveling  expenses,  and  for  what  lecturing  may,  in  his  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Executive  Committee,  be  necessary  for  him  to  do,  that  he 
receive  $2.00  per  day  and  traveling  expenses. 

SEC  2.  The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Business 
Agent  combined,  of  the  State  Alliance,  shall  not  exceed  $  1,500  per  year — 
$100  of  same  to  be  paid  out  of  funds  of  Secretary-Trersurer's  department. 
Said  salary  to  be  paid  quarterly  on  warrants  signed  by  the  Secretary  and 
approved  by  the  President. 
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Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance 
shall  receive  actual  transportation  expenses  when  traveling  in  discharge 
of  their  official  duties,  and  $2.00  per  diem  while  so  actually  engaged, 
with  a  reasonable  amount  for  stationery  and  postage.  All  said  sum  to  be 
paid  from  Treasury  of  the  State  Alliance. 

ARTICLE  XI. 
MISCELLANEOUS     PROVISIONS. 

Section  i.  The  President  shall  continue  in  office  no  longer  than  two 
years  in  succession. 

SEC.  2.  When  a  member  has  been  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  or  County 
Alliance,  and  sentence  has  been  passed  on  him,  an  appeal  to  a  higher  tri- 
bunal shall  stay  execution  of  sentence  until  the  appeal  has  been  heard 
and  the  decision  rendered,  and  until  such  decision  has  been  rendered  he 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

SEC  3.  The  retiring  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  become  hon- 
orary members,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  mileage  and  per  diem  as  other 
delegates  for  that  session  only. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  keep  a  death 
record  of  its  members,  showing  the  age,  cause  and  time  of  death,  and 
with  the  county  and  post-office  address,  report  them  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  State  Alliance. 

SEC.  5.  The  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  keep  a  well  bound 
book,  known  as  the  Death  Record,  in  which  he  shall  keep  a  death  record, 
alphabetically,  showing  name,  age,  time  of  death,  with  county  and  post- 
office  address. 

Sec.  6.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  stated  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Alliance  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 

SEC  7.  This  Alliance  reaffirms  its  adoption  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation 
enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  on  the  7th  day  of  March, 
18S9  ;  adopted  at  Fayetteville,  August,  1889. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

BUSINESS    AGENCY   FUND 

Section  i.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  procure  a  charter 
of  incorporation  under  the  laws  of  this  State  for  the  North  Carolina  Farm- 
ers' State  Alliance. 

SEC  2.  In  order  to  conduct  the  commercial  business  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  to  protect  from  loss  those  may  deal  with 
the  Business  Agent  of  the  same,  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Al- 
liance Business  Agency  Fund  is  hereby  inaugurated. 

SEC.  3.  The  Business  Fund  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
thousand  nor  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares 
of  five  dollars  each,  and  half  shares  of  two  and  a  half  dollars  each,  and 
one- fifth  shares  at  one  dollar  each. 
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NORTH   Carolina    BUSINESS  AGENCY   FT  .\i>. 

Raleigh,  N.  C, _.  xg 

$ Received  of „f  ,,,•  XT 

ot  Alliance  No. .. 

ZZl'lu- ;"""."—  -   dollars'  for  the   North  Carolina  Fanners1 

State  Alliance  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  he  is  hereby  entitled  to  all 
rights  and  interests  to  be  derived  from  such  contribution 

Tins  certificate  shall  be  transferable,  provided  such  transfer  to  be  made- 
only  to  a  member  of  the  Alliance  in  good  standing. 

This day  of t8 

No 

[Seal]  Secreta^y~N~:C~~F.~S?A. 

SEC.  5.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose  a 
list  of  the  names  of  those  contributing  to  the  fund,  the  number  of  the 
Alliance  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  amount  contributed 

SEC  6.  The  Business  Fund  shall  be  managed  by  the  Executive'  Con 
mittee  of  the  State  Alliance.     No  portion  of  it  shall  be  used  in  the  busi- 
,    ness  of  the  Business  Agency  unless  required  to  settle  the  contracts  of  the 
Agent  made  m  conformity  to  regulations  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  when  any  portion  is  so  used  all  money  received  from  the  cause  of 
such  use  shall  be  returned  to  the  Fund. 

Sec.  7.  The  fund  shall  be  in  the  keeping  of  a  Trustee,  to  be  elected  bv 
the  State  Alliance  at  this  session  (August,  iSSS),  who  shall  hold  office  for 
five  years.  He  shall  invest  not  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  of 
said  fund  m  the  bonds  of  North  Carolina  or  the  United  States  and  the  re 
mainderas  he  may  deem  best.  The  profits  arising  from  said  fund  shall 
be  used  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Trustee  and  all  other  expenses  connected 
with  sa!d  fund,  and  any  remainder  shall  be  used  bv  the  Executive 
Committee  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Business  Agency 

SEC.  8.  Said  Trustee  shall  give  a  justified  bond  in  the  sum  of  fro  oco 
for  the  faithful  accounting  for  all  moneys  for  which  he  may  be  responsi 
ble,  or  any  expense  incurred  in  collecting  the  same  on  his  bond  '  The 
Executive  Committee  shall  require  him  to  strengthen  his  bond  at  any 
time  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  such  an  amount  as  they  deem  sufficient 
ftovtded,  that  no  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  accepted 
as  bondsman. 

Sec.  9.  Said  Trustee  may  be  removed  for  cause,  bv  vote  of  the  State 
Alliance,  and  he  may  be  suspended  until  the  meeting  of  the  State  fUliance 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  approved  bv  the  President.  In  case  of 
vacancy  from  suspension,  removal,  death  or  any  other  cause,  the  Execu 
(tive  Committee,  with  approval  of  the  President,  shall  fill  such  until  the 
next  regular  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance. 

SEC  io.  The  Secretary  of  each  Sub- Alliance  shall  collect  all  subscrip- 
tions made  by  members  of  their  Alliance  and  forward  to  the  Trustee  riy- 
ing  name  of  contributor,  and  amount  contributed  by  each.  The  Trustee 
shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  names  and  amounts,  and  he  shall  for- 
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ward  certificates  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sub-Alliance  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion 4  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  turn  over  to  the  Trustee  all  funds 
belonging  to  the  Fund  upon  his  appointment.  The  Secretary  shall  notify 
through  the  organ  of  the  Alliance,  the  Sub-Alliance   when  the  Trustee  s 

bond  is  accepted. 

»  SEC.  II.  The  Trustee  shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  to  be  fixed  by  tne 
Executive  Committee,  not  to  exceed  $250,  to  be  paid  quarterly. 

SEC  12  In  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  any  of  the  said  fund  in  the 
State  Business  Agency,  the  State  Business  Agent  shall  report  to  the  Trus- 
tee the  amount  or  amounts  necessary,  stating  cause  of  indebtedness  in 
each  case  If  the  Trustee  approves  the  same  he  shall  forward  the  State 
Business  Agent  money  sufficient  to  settle  the  same,  but  he  shall  pay  110 
accounts  where  goods  may  have  been  sold  without  the  State  Business 
Agent  having  first  received  a  certificate  of  justified  bond  of  the  Business 
Agent  purchasing,  with  names  of  sureties,  which  the  State  Business  Agent 
shall  keep  filed  in  his  office.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  immediately 
proceed  to  collect  such  account  or  accounts  between  the  State  Business 
Agent  and  the  Business  Agent  for  whom  the  goods  are  purchased,  the 
matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  Trustee  with  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  of  the  State  Alliance.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  the 
Executive  Committee  all  accounts  paid  on  account  of  State  Business  Agent 
on  accounts  refunded  by  said  Business  Agent,  and  all  losses  to  the  Fund 
on  account  of  said  Business  Agent,  which  losses  shall  be  subject  to  approval 
of  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  13.  The  Trustee  shall  collect  all  interest  or  other  profits  on  said 
Funds  as  it  becomes  due,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State 

Alliance. 

Sec  14  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  separate  account  of  it,  and  shall  pay 
it  out  only  on  the  salary  of  the  Trustee,  and  to  the  Executive  Committee 
to  be  used  in  conducting  the  Business  Agency  of  the  Alliance,  on  the  war- 
rant approved  by  the  President. 

Snc.  15.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  each  session  of  the  Alliance  how 
the  Fund  is  invested,  and  the  vouchers  for  the  disposition  made  of  profits  j 
received  on  the  Fund. 

SEC.  16.  In  case  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  should  for 
any  cause  cease  to  exist,  the  money  composing  this  Fund  shall  revert  to 
those  contributing  it. 

1  st.  The  Business  Agent  shall  conduct  the  business  of  his  office  under! 
the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2nd  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Business  Agent  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  may  direct  that  no  goods  shall  be  sold  without  the  cash 
accompanying  the  order. 

3rd.  The  State  business  Agent  shall  keep  a  record  of  each  transaction 
in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose,  showing  articles  purchased  or  sold, 
price  paid  or  received  for  them  individually  and  in  gross  amount. 

4th.  Persons  who  are  eligible  shall  be  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  our 
trade  arrangements  by  paving  the  regular  fees  for  entrance,  and  annual 
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dues,  and  they  may  be  made  honorary  members,  having  all  the  benefits 
and  advantages  of  the  Alliance,  except  they  shall  not  participate  in  its 
private  meetings.  The  recommendation  was  made  especially  for  those 
whose  church  regulations  preclude  them  from  joining  secret  sococieties. 
5th.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  to  those  outside 
of  the  Allirnce  at  an  advance  over  Alliancemen,  and  pay  the  same  taxes 
to  the  State  that  others  doing  the  same  Business  pay. 


8@TA11  contributions  to   the  Business  Agency  Fund  should  be  sent  to 
W.  A.  Grahaiu,  Trustee,  Machpelah,  N.  C. 
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RULES  OF  ORDER  OF  AN  ALLIANCE. 


Section  i.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed for  the  opening  of  the  Alliance,  and  shall  immediately  call  the 
members  to  order. 

SEC.  2.  The  President  shall  have  the  general  direction  of  the  hall  ;  he 
may  designate  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair  ;  he  may 
preserve  strict  order  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Alliance. 

SEC.  3.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  4.  In  all  cases  the  member  who  shall  first  receive  recognition  by 
the  Chair  shall  speak  first,  but  when  two  or  more  members  rise  at  the  same 
time  the  President  shall  decide  who  shall  speak  first. 

Sec.  5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  question, 
nor  more  than  ten  minutes,  unless  by  consent  of  the  body,  and  shall 
be  confined  to  the  question  under  discussion,  and  shall  avoid  personali- 
ties. 

Sec.  6.  Any  question  may  be  discussed  in  open  Alliance  in  anon-parti- 
san and  non-sectarian  sense. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  statement  of  the  question  under 
consideration,  which  may  be  stated  by  the  President  or  Secretary. 

SEC.  8  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  question.  The  Presi- 
dent shall  decide  as  to  its  advisability  subject  to  appeal,  as  in  the  questions 
of  order. 

SEC.  9.  Every  member  present  when  the  question  is  put  shall  vote  un- 
less excused  by  the  vote  of  the  bodv. 

Sec.  10.  While  the  President  is  stating  the  question  or  addressing  the 
body,  no  one  shall  walk  across  the  hall,  and  while  a  member  is  speaking 
no  one  shall  pass  between  the  speaker  and  the  Chair.  No  member  or 
other  person  shall  go  to  and  remain  at  the  Secretary's  desk  when  the  year 
and  nays  are  being  taken  or  ballott  counted,  except  the  Secretary  and  his 
assistants. 

SEC.  11.  All  resolutions  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  signed  by  the 
author.  When  such  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  and  shall  have  been 
stated  by  the  Chair,  it  is  then  the  property  of  the  house  and  cannot  b« 
withdrawn  without  the  consent  of  the  house. 

Sec.  12.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received 
but  to  adjourn,  to  take  a  recess,  to  lay  on  the  table,  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, to  postpone  to  amend,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  which  several  mo- 
tions shall  have  precedence  of  each  other  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
arranged. 
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Sec.  13.  A  motion  to  adjourn  is  always  in  order,  but  being  decided  in 
the  negative  shall  not  be  again  entertained  until  some  motion,  call  or 
order  shall  take  place.  The  motion  to  adjourn,  take  recess,  to  lay  on  the 
table,  to  take  from  the  table,  and  all  questions  relating  to  the  priority  of 
business,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

SEC.  14.  No  motion  or  proposition  differing  from  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration shall  be  admitted  under  color  or  amendment. 

SEC.  15.  If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgresses  the  rules 
of  order,  the  President  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  the  member  to  or- 
der, and  the  member  called  to  order  shall  take  his  seat,  if  reqvured  by  the 
President,  until  the  question  of  order  is  decided.  All  questions  of  order 
shall  be  decided  by  the  Chair  without  debate,  subject  to  appeal  to  the 
house.  No  member  shall  speak  on  the  appeal  more  than  once,  and  only 
five  minutes,  unless  by  leave  of  the  body,  except  the  partj^  appealing  may 
speak  twice. 

Sec.  16.  All  reports  of  committees  shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  signed 
by  such  members  as  concur  therein,  and  the  report,  with  the  names  of  the 
members  signing  the  same,  shall  be  read  at  the  Secretary's  desk,  by  the 
Secretary  or  the  member  making  the  report,  without  a  motion. 

Sec.  17.  Cushing's  Manual  and  L,aw  of  Legislative  Assemblies  shall 
be  received  as  the  rule  in  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
rules. 


FORM  OF   BUSINESS 


FOR 


SUB^^I^I^IANOES. 


i.  Recording  those  present. 

2.  Reading,  correcting  and  adopting  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

3.  Application  for  membership. 

4.  Report  of  Investigating  Committee. 

5.  Balloting. 

6.  Initiation. 

7.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

8.  Reports  of  Special  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

9.  Unfinished  Business. 

10.  Business  with  County  Alliance. 

11.  Is  there  any  Member  Sick  or  in  Distress  ? 

12.  Lecturing. 

13.  New  Business. 

14.  Receipts  of  the  evening. 

15.  Has  the  Secretary  anything  for  our  State  or  County  Organ  ? 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 

NORTH    CAROLINA 

FARMERS'   STATE  ALLIANCE, 

HELD    NEAR 

MLLSBORO,  N.  C,  AUGUST  14,  15  and  16,  1900. 


Hiixsboro,  N.  C,  August  14,  1900. 

The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  met  in  Al- 
liance Hall  at  12  o'clock  m.,  and  in  the  absence  of  Presi- 
dent W.  A.  Graham,  was  called  to  order  by  J.  W.  Den- 
mark, Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  who  re- 
quested Bro.  Jno.  Graham  to  take  the  chair.  Upon 
motion,  Bro.  Jno.  Graham  was  elected  temporary  chairman. 

The  Doorkeeper  and  Steward  examined  those  present, 
after  which  the  Chaplain  led  in  prayer  and  the  State  Al- 
liance was  opened  in  due  form. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials :  D.  A.  Montgomery,  J.  P.  Young,  and  Thomas  P. 
Johnston. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Mercer  was  called,  and  he  addressed  the 
body  while  the  Committee  was  preparing  its  report. 

The  Committee  reported  :  There  are  no  contested  seats 
and  those  answering  were  the  regular  accredited  delegates 
or  their  alternates. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Alliance,  all  resolutions  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing  and  referred  to  the  proper  committee. 

Dinner  hour  having  arrived  the  Alliance  adjourned  to 
meet  at  2:30  p.  m. 
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Afternoon  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  Chairman  Jno.  Gra- 
ham and  the  regular  order  of  business  taken  up. 

Hillsboro  Sub- Alliance  tendered  the  use  of  its  regalia  to 
the  State  Alliance,  which  was  accepted  by  a  vote  of 
thanks. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  showed  the 
following  delegates  present : 

Alamance H,  M.  Cates  Swepsonville,  N.  C. 

Beaufort R.  H.  Lane Aurora,  N.  C. 

Chatham J.  T.  Paschal Pittsboro,  N.  C. 

Columbus J.  R.  Baldwin Elkton,  N.  C. 

Cumberland J.  C.  Bain Wade,  X.  C. 

Currituck   W.  S.  Mercer Moyock,  N.  C, 

Davidson 

Duplin    J.  L.  Outlaw Outlaw's  Bridge,  N.   C. 

Forsyth   

Franklin C.  T.  Perry Justice,  N.  C. 

Guilford D.  A.  Montgomery McLeansville,  N.  C. 

Hertford 

Hyde    

Johnston W.  A.  T.  Durham Kenly,  N.  C. 

Lincoln   ... 

Martin W.  S.  Vick Robersonville,  N.  C, 

Mecklenburg Leander  Query Query,  N.  C. 

Moore J.  W.  Cole Carthage,  N.  C. 

Nash   J.  J.  Marsh-burn Hunts,  N.  C. 

Orange J.  T.  Couch University,  N.  C. 

PanVico T.  J.  Sawyer 

Robeson A.  Odum St.  Paul,  N.  C. 

Rockingham J.  P.  Young Reidsville,  N.  C. 

Rowan    Thos.  P.  Johnston Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Tyrrell 

Wake J.  W.  Denmark Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Warren Wm.  R.  Wiggins .   Warren  Plains,  N.  C. 

Washington H.  P.  Alexander Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Wayne J.  M.  Mitchell Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

Wilson S.  H.  Tyson,  Jr Saratoga,  N.  C, 
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The  chair  announced  the  following 
COMMITTEES: 

Committee  on  Business  Agency. — J.  T.  Paschall,  L. 
Query,  J.  M.  Mitchell,  W.  S.  Vick. 

Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. — J.  C.  Bain, 
J.  L.  Outlaw,  Thos.  P.  Johnston,  and  J.  R.  Baldwin. 

Committee  on  Manufacturing, — W.  R.  Wiggins,  J.  J. 
Marshburn,  A.  Odutn;  and  J.  P.  Young. 

Committee  on  Education. — Jno.  Graham,  A.  J.  Moye, 
W.  A.  T.  Durham,  H.  P.  Alexander,  and  J.  W.  Cole. 

Committee  on  Lecturing. — W.  S.  Mercer,  C.  T.  Perry, 
J.  T.  Couch,  and  T.  J.  Sawyer. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. — R.  H.  Lane, 
D.  A.  Montgomery  and  S.  H.  Tyson. 

Committee  on  Publications. — C.  H.  Poe. 

Secretary-Treasurer  T.  B.  Parker  read  his  report  which 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Business 
Agency. 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North  Carolina 

Farmers  State  Alliance  : 

Brethren  : — I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  numerical  condition  of  the  order  is  not  as  strong  as  I  at  one  time 
thought  it  would  be.  During  the  fall  and  winter,  there  were  signs  of  a 
general  revival  of  interest  and  the  indications  were  that  our  membership 
would  be  materially  increased  before  this  meeting. 

The  regular  day  for  the  spring  meeting  of  the  County  Alliances  was  a 
very  rainy  da}-  over  the  greater  part  of  the  State  and  prevented  any  meet- 
ing of  many  of  the  County  Alliances.  The  political  campaign  soon  opened 
and  that  seems  to  have  absorbed  all  interest  in  most  other  things,  so  that 
our  July  meetings,  like  the  April  meetings,  were  poorl)-  attended  and 
many  Sub-Alliances  failed  to  report  at  all.  In  view  of  this,  I  really  do 
not  know  the  true  condition  of  the  Alliance  in  the  State,  numerically,  but 
from  the  correspondence  that  I  have  had  with  persons  who  have  fonnerlv 
belonged  to  the  order,  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a  strong  Alliance  senti- 
ment pervading  the  entire  State.  East  fall  and  winter  I  visited  Wayne, 
Guilford  and  Duplin  counties,  in  the  interest  of  the  Alliance.     In  each 
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count}'  I  succeeded  in  re-organizing  some  Alliances,  and  adding  members 
to  several  working  Alliances.  In  Wayne  county,  there  were  nearly  ioo 
members  added,  while  in  Duplin  and  Guilford  the  increase  was  not  so 
large.  I  feel  sure  that  if  there  had  been  no  political  campaign  this  year 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  people,  that  much  could  have  been  accom- 
plished in  the  way  of  building  up  the  organization. 

I  have  done  considerable  in  the  way  of  correspondence  that  I  am  hope- 
ful will  accomplish  good.  With  the  blank  reports,  I  have  sent  a  letter 
to  each  Sub  and  County  Secretary  at  each  of  the  quarterly  meetings.  In 
addition  to  these  letters,  I  have  sent  a  letter  to  the  ex-Secretaries  in  every 
county  in  the  State,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  here.  This  letter  was  sent 
out  only  last  week  and  it  is  not  yet  time  to  hear  much  from  it,  yet  I  have 
had  some  replies  that  are  of  an  exceedingly  encouraging  nature. 

From  the  best  information  that  I  can  get,  I  feel  assured  that  if  this  body 
will  put  on  foot  some  practical  plan  to  re-organize  the  Alliance,  that  the 
next  State  meeting  will  find  its  membership  in  the  State  more  than 
doubled.  The  only  thing  necessay  is  to  have  organizers  in  whom  the  peo- 
ple have  confidence,  and  let  these  organizers  place  the  merits  of  the  Al- 
liance before  the  people,  as  a  means  of  benefiting  and  protecting  them- 
selves from  the  encroachments  of  organized  or  unorganized  oppression, 
and  that  the  Alliance  will  be  just  what  its  members  make  it.  In  this  simple, 
straight  forward  way,  in  my  opinion,  great  results  can  be  accomplished. 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  financial  report  as  Secretary-Treasurer 
trusting  that  you  will  have  a  pleasant  and  profitable  meeting  and  that  a 
way  will  be  opened  by  which  the  dormant  Alliances  of  the  State  will 
again  be  put  to  work: 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  FROM  SECRETARY-TREASURER'S  DE- 
PARTMENT NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLI- 
ANCE FROM  AUGUST  i,   1899,  TO  AUGUST  11,   1900. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  of  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Ex.  Sec.  and  Treas $  2S  05 

Received  for  Advertisement  in  Minutes,  A.  &  M.  Co 4  00 

Received  for  Rituals  and  Supplies 34  79 

Received  for  Reorganization  Fees .     22  So 

Received  for  Fees  and  Dues  Chatham  Co. 18  35 

Received  for  Fees  and  Dues 556  50 

$664  49 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  Officers'  Expenses  State  Alliance  1899 3S  25 

"    S.  B.  A.  acct.  against  J.  T.  B.  Hoover  as  Sec. -Treas.  59  26 

' '    Special  Edition  of  Progressive  Farmer 90  00 

"    Rituals  and  Supplies 21  40 

"    Amt.  refunded  on  Fees  and  Dues 1  25 

"    Postage  and  Express 4421 
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*'  Printing  and  Stationery  . 8360 

"  Assistance  in  Office 500 

41  Executive  Committee 55  cS 

"  Repairing  and  Moving  Secretary-Treasurer's  Safe  ..  5  20 

"  TravelingExpenses  of  \V.  A.  Graham,  etc 6  00 

"  S.  B.  A.  Department 100  00 

"  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  Lecturing 37  50 

"  Traveling  Expenses  of  T.  B.  Parker S  15 

"  Badges  for  Session  of  1900 400 

I55S  9° 

Balance  on  hand $105  59 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  B.  PARKER, 

Secretary-  Treasurer, 

State  Business  Agent  read  his  report,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North  Carolina 

Farmers'  State  Alliance : 

Brethren  : — Another  year  in  the  history  of  the  A'liance  has  passed, 
and  we  are  again  assembled  in  annual  session.  I  am  sorry  that  my  re- 
port does  not  show  a  greater  degree  of  activity  among  the  Alliances  of 
the  State,  and  yet  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  one  of 
the  strongest  political  campaigns  that  has  ever  been  waged  in  the  State 
has  just  closed,  one  that  absorbed  nearly  all  interest  in  other  things,  I 
am  thankful  that  it  is  as  well  with  us  as  it  is.  There  is  left  a  spirit  of 
fraternal  feeling  among  the  brethren  that  is  commendable  and  worthy  of 
emulation.  From  the  best  information  at  my  command,  there  is  a  feel- 
ing of  friendliues  toward  the  Alliance  existing  throughout  the  State,  that 
I  trust  will  be  nursed  into  an  active  membership  by  this  body.  To  stand 
till  longer  will  be  suicidal.  Unless  I  mistake  the  signs  of  the  times,  the 
farmers  are  ready  for  organization  and  unless  the  Alliance  covers  the 
field  some  other  organization  will.  The  encroachments  of  organizations 
lhat  grow  rich  off  of  the  labors  of  the  farmers  without  giving  adequate 
return  is  causing  a  restlessness  among  them  that  may  yet  cause  them  to 
seek  safety  in  organization.  Your  present  meeting  should  be  a  business 
one,  looking  to  this  end.  With  wise  counsel,  good  judgment  and  deter- 
mination, much  can  be  done  at  this  meeting  that  will  inure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  farmers  of  the  State. 

The  business  done  through  this  agency  other  than  shoes,  is  some  bet- 
ter than  last  year.     I  offered  two  prizes,  the  first,  $10.00  ;  second,  $5x0, 
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to  the  two  business  agents  doing  the  most  business  through  this  office. 
The  contestants  for  these  prizes  have  shown  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  push  and  perseverance,  and  should  be  an  object  lesson  to  the  Alliance- 
men  throughout  1  he  State.  The  winners  of  these  premiums  live  in  the 
Eastern  part  of  the  State  and  convenient  to  large  trade  centers,  yet  they 
succeeded  in  getting  the  business.  Then  how  easy  it  would  be  to  get  the 
trade  of  the  brethren  who  are  not  as  conveniently  located,  if  we  had  ac- 
tive business  agents  in  ever}'  county.  I  would  be  glad  if  all  the  Business 
Agents  would  vie  with  each  other  in  this  respect  another  year.  In  that 
way  they  could  materially  help  the  State  Agency  and  benefit  the 
brethren. 

At  my  request  the  Executive  Committee  permitted  me  to  run  the  shoe 
factory  about  three  months  last  fall.  This  became  necessary  to  fill  in 
broken  numbers  in  the  stock  of  shoes  and  to  add  some  lines  that  we  were 
nearly  out  of.  In  this  run  we  worked  up  about  $ 200.00  worth  of  stock 
that  we  already  had  on  hand,  and  would  have  brought  but  little  if  thrown 
on  the  market.  However,  at  the  close  of  the  run,  owing  to  the  contin- 
ual advance  in  leather,  we  found  that  the  factory  had  been  run  at  a  loss. 
This  loss,  though,  will  be  counter-balanced  by  being  able  to  fill  orders 
that  we  could  not  have  filled  but  for  the  running  of  the  f acton,-. 

Since  that  time  the  Shoe  Machinery  Company,  owning  the  leased 
machines,  ordered  their  machines  returned  to  their  factory,  and  accord- 
ing to  our  contract  with  them,  I  had  no  alternative  but  to  ship  them 
back.  This  leaves  us  without  suitable  machinery  to  manufacture  shoes, 
and  will  force  tbe  shoe  factory  to  stand  still  until  arrangements  are  made 
for  supplying  other  machines  to  take  their  places.  Your  committee  on 
Manufacturing  will  doubtless  treat  fully  on  this  subject. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  our  credit  with  the  business 
world  is  good,  and  there  has  been  an  accumulation  to  our  bank  account 
during  the  year,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  report  of  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Wishing  you  a  harmonious  and  profitable  meeting,  I  am, 
Fraternally, 

T.  B.  PARKER, 

State  Business  Agent. 

VALUATION   OK   MERCHANDISE   HANDLED   BY   THE   ALLIANCE  BUSINESS 
AGENCY   FROM    AUGUST    I,    1S99,    TO   AUGUST    I,    I900. 

Sugar,  Lard,  Rice,  Hominy,  Pepper,  Spices, 
Groceries.  Bacon,  Salt,  Molasses,  Coffee,  Flour,  Soda, 

Axle  Grease,  Ship  Stuff,  Bran,  &c $         1,705  20 

Sorghum,  Grass,  Clover,  Rye,  Oats,  Wheat, 
Seeds.  Beans,  Potatoes,  Lawn  Grass,  Garden  Seed, 

Alfalfa,  &c. I>239  59 
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Stoves   Farm  Bells,  Nails,   Paints,  Shovels, 
Hardware.        Barbed   Wire,     Pitchforks,    Brushes,    Hoes, 

Axes,  &c 1,268  23 

Saddles,  Wagons.  Road  Carts,  Feed  Cutters, 
Miscellaneous.  Buggies,  Harness,  Cotton  and  Corn  Planters, 

Alliance  Sewing  Machines, Organs,  Shoes, &c.  7,S7i  64 

Fertilize)  s         125,306  00 

Grand  Total  Sales $     137,390  66 

Number  tons  fertilizer  sold 6,265  3-10 

Number  sewing  machines  sold 147 

Report  of  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Business  Agency. 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEE  OF  BUSINESS   AGENCY  FUND. 

W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee,  in  Account  with  the  N.  C.  Farmers' 
State  Alliance. 

permanent  fund.  dr. 

I9OO. 

Aug.  1.     To  N.  C.  4percent.  bonds  (face) $  9,000  00 

"    Loans 10339 

"    Deed  of  trust  on  headquarters  property 10,218  00 

"    Total  permanent  invested $19,321  39 

EARNINGS. 

Aug.  1.     To  balance  from  last  year $  175  80 

"    January,  1900,  interest  on  bonds 1S0  00 

"    July,           "             "             "           __ 18000 

"    Interest  on  loan 6  25 

Total  receipts $      54200 

By  Trustee's  salary $250  00 

"   Expense  at  State  Alliance 11  75 

"   Postage  and  stationery 6  25 

"    Traveling  expenses 500 

$       273  00 

To  balance  in  hand,  earnings  account $       269,00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.   GRAHAM, 
Tt  ustee. 
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On  motion  of  Bro.  Johnston  the  roll  of  the  counties  was 
called,  and  the  representatives  gave  short  reports  of  the 
condition  of  the  Alliance,  which  were  of  an  encouraging 
nature,  showing  that  the  spirit  of  the  Alliance  is  still 
strong,  and  that  the  membership  has  materially  increased 
during  the  past  year. 

The  following  resolutions  were  introduced  and  referred 
to  the  proper  Committees. 

Resolution  "A,"  by  J.  W.  Denmark,  pertaining  to  ac- 
count of  John  Graham  with  N.  C.  R.  EL.  Lease,  was  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  "B,"  by  R.  H.  Lane,  in  reference  to  fertiliz- 
ers, was  referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  "C,"  by  J.  T.  Couch,  in  reference  to  Fertili- 
zers, was  referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  "D,"  by  J.  T.  Couch;  relating  to  board  of  the 
members  of  the  State  Alliance,  was  referred  to  Committee 
on  Business  Agency. 

Resolution  "E,"  pertaining  to  premiums  at  the  State 
Fair,  by  T.  B.  Parker,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions. 

Resolution  "  F,"  pertaining  to  Monument,  by  T.  B. 
Johnston,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Demands  and 
Resolutions. 

Resolution  "G,"  relating  to  shoe  factory,  by  T.  P. 
Johnston,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
turing. 

Resolution  "H,"  pertaining  to  time  of  holding  State 
meeting,  by  A.  J.  Move,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Chairman  Jno.  Graham  offered  the  following  resolution. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  it  passed  unanimously  by  a 

rising  vote. 

THE  DEATH  OF  GOVERNOR  CARR. 

WHEREAS,  The  Hon.  Elias  Cair  died  at  his  home  in  Edgecombe  county, 
July  2ist,  1900  ;  and  whereas  he  was  Chairman  of  the  first  Executive  Com- 
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mittee,  and  the  second  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Fanners'  State 
Alliance,  and  faithfully  discharged  all  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  his 
brethren  ;  now  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  in  annual  ses- 
sion at  Hillsboro,  this  the  14th  of  August,  that  in  the  death  of  Gov.  Carr 
the  State  has  lost  a  devoted  son  and  faithful  servant. 

2.  That  this  Order  hereby  extends  to  his  honored  wife  and  beloved 
children  the  sympathies  of  his  former  brethren  in  their  great  loss. 

3.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  our  minutes  and  a  copy  of  the 
same  be  sent  to  his  bereaved  family. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolution  "H,"  was  taken  from  the  calendar,  and  after 
discussion  was  tabled. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Alliance  the  following  rule  was  adopted  : 
Speeches  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes,  and  no  member 
shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  subject  without 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  body. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  J.  C.  Bain,  the  election  of  officers  was 
made  the  order  of  business  for  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  15th. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Alliance,  it 
adjourned  until  8  o'clock  Wednesday  morning. 

Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  August  15,  1900. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  and  devo- 
tional exercises  conducted  by  the  Chaplain. 

On  motion  the  reading  of  the  daily  minutes  was  deferred 
for  a  short  time. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  then  read  as 
much  of  his  report  as  was  prepared.  That  part  referring 
to  the  Shoe  Factory  and  Tannery  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Business  Agency.  The  part  relating  to  lecturing 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lecturing. 

The  Committee  on  Manufacturing  submitted  their  re- 
port on  resolution  "G." 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Denmark  the  report  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Business  Agency. 
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The  Committee  on  Business  Agency  reported  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  Committee's  report,  Section  C,  rela- 
ting to  the  Shoe  Factory  and  Tannery,  and  on  motion  the 
same  was  adopted. 

Resolution  "K,"  was  introduced  by  T.  B.  Parker  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

On  motion  of  J.  C.  Bain  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  pertaining  to  the  settlement  of  sub- 
scriptions of  the  shoe  factory  fund  out  of  the  stock  of  shoes 
now  on  hand  was  re-read  and  discussed. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Moye,  the  words  "in  full,"  in  the 
report,  were  stricken  out.     Report  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Resolution  "  L,"  thanking  the  newspapers,  by  J.  M. 
Mitchell,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Demands  and 
Resolutions.  The  same  was  reported  favorable,  and  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  hereby  en- 
dorses the  Alliance  address  issued  by  brethren  Graham,  Parker,  Emery, 
Mitchell,  Seawell  and  Fleming,  as  a  strong  and  correct  presentation  of 
our  objects  in  re-organizing,  by  which  we  hope  to  develop  a  more  pro- 
gressive and  profitable  system  of  farming,  to  bring  the  farmers  together 
socially,  to  educate  our  people  upon  all  matters  affecting  our  welfare,  and 
to  protect  ourselves  from  the  oppression  of  those  who  themselves  organ- 
ized, take  advantage  of  our  lack  of  organization. 

2.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Alliance  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  newspa- 
pers of  the  State  that  published  the  address,  and  that  we  invite  the  co- 
operation of  the  press  in  re-organizing  for  the  purposes  it  sets  forth. 

J.  M.  MITCHELL. 
Resolution  "M,''  by  C.  H.  Poe,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  By-laws. 

The  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions  reported 
on  resolution  "E,"  and  offered  as  a  substitute  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  adopted : 

TO  STIMULATE  AGRICULTURE. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $50  be  appropriated  and  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  Business  Agent  to  be  used  at  his  discretion,  for  Special  Prem- 
iums to  Sub-Alliances  exhibiting  crops  at  the  State  Fair  of  1901. 
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The  committee  reported  that  the  adoption  of  resolution 
<lG"  was  unnecessary,  as  the  same  was  covered  by  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Upon  motion  the 
resolution  was  tabled. 

The  Committee  on  Business  Agency  offered  their  report, 
which  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Your  committee  is  glad  to  state  that  according  to  the  annual  statement 
of  the  State  Business  Agent,  the  business  done  by  him  during  the  year 
just  closed  exceeds  by  several  thousand  dollars  the  business  of  the  prev- 
ious year  ;  that  the  balance  of  the  profits  during  the  year  is  $1,313.12,  and 
that  after  paying  for  permanent  improvements  on  buildings,  insurance, 
taxes,  etc.,  there  is  still  left  to  his  credit,  $1,070.33. 

We  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  delegates  composing  this  body 
to  the  importance  of  urging  their  several  County  Alliances  to  buy  their 
supplies  through  the  State  Business  Agent  and  to  let  the  people  know  the 
benefit  derived  therefrom,  if  they  will  do  this  we  believe  it  will  be  one  of 
the  greatest  means  of  building  up  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  the  State. 

J.  T.  PASCHAL, 

Chairman . 

Resolution  "D"  was  reported  favorably  by  J.  T.  Pas- 
chal for  the  committee,  and  on  motion  was  adopted  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  pay  the  Board  of  Delegates  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  State  Alliance,  half  of  said  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Fund,  and  half  to  be  paid  out  of  the  State  Business 
Agency  Fund.. 

Resolution  "C"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufacturing. 

The  presence  of  Dr.  Geo.  T.  Winston,  President  of  the 
A.  and  M.  College,  who  had  been  invited  to  be  with  us 
today,  was  announced. 

The  Alliance  took  a  recess,  during  which  Dr.  Winston 
addressed  the  Alliance  on  the  advantages  of  education, 
organization  and  co-operation  of  the  farmers. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Den- 
mark, and  adopted  by  a  rising  vote : 


34        Proceedings  of  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Session 

Whereas,  We  have  listened  with  great  pleasure  and  profit  to-  the 
address  of  President  Geo.  T.  Winston,  of  the  N.  C.  College  of  Agricult- 
ure and  Mechanical  Arts,  delivered  before  our  State  Alliance  at  this  ses- 
sion, and 

'Whereas,  We  believe  the  publication  of  said  address  in  the  minutes, 
and  in  our  organ,  the  Progressive  Farmer,  where  it  can  be  read  by  the 
brotherhood,  will  be  productive  of  good,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  he  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  to  our 
Secretary  a  copy  of  said  address,  that  it  may  be  published  in  the  min- 
utes and  in  the  Prog}  essive  Fanner. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  Chairman  Graham. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Moye  offered  resolution  "NN,"  pertaining 
to  Sub  and  County  Alliances  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  "A"  was  reported  favorably  and  passed. 

Whereas,  The  State  Alliance  did  at  its  regular  annual  meeting  at 
Cary,  in  1895,  while  the  ninety-nine  3  ear  lease  of  the  N.  C.  R.  R.,  was 
contemplated,  and  before  its  completion,  passed  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  investigate  and  take  the  necessary  steps  to  enjoin 
the  Directors  of  said  Railroad  Company  from  consummating  the  same, 
and, 

Whereas,  Bro.  Jno.  Graham  was  appointed  Chairman  of  said  com- 
mittee, and  while  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  resolution,  was  compelled  to  pay  certain  contingent  sutus  for  which 
he  has  not  yet  been  reimbursed,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Business  Agent  is  hereby  instructed  to  pay  to 
Bro.  Jno.  Graham,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  Agency,  the  sum  of  $114.12, 
in  liquidation  in  full  for  all  said  account. 

J.  W.  Denmark. 

John  Graham,  in  Account  with  R.  R.  Lease. 

Dr. 

To  amount  collected  at  Cary $  23  25 

To  amount  collected  by  Gaston  Count}' Alliance 13  25 

To  amount  collected  by  A.  B.  Brown 1  00 

To  amount  collected  by  O.  A   Brown 25 

To  amount  received  from  Hon.  Marian  Butler 5  00 

To  amount  received  from  Bro.  W.  H .  Worth 5  00 

To  amount  received  from  Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark 5  00 

To  amount  received  from  Bro.  S.  L,.  Crowder.. I  00 

To  amount  received  from  W.  B.  Fleming 5  00 
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To  amount  received  from  Warren  County  Alliance 4  5° 

To  amount  received  from  Maury  Wood,  Duplin  County 1  20 

To  amount  received  from  Dr.  Cyrus  Thompson  (collection) 5  00 

To  amount  received  from  Anson  County  (collection),  $5.25— 11c.  5   14 

I  74  59 
John  Graham,  in  Account  with  R.  R.  Lease. 

Cr. 

By  amount  paid  Judge  Spier  Whitaker $  22  09 

By  amount  paid  telegrams 1   16 

By  amount  paid  Judge  Scheuck. 94  62 

By  amount  paid  D.  Y.  Young 10  00 

By  amount  paid  Barnes  Bros 10  54 

By  amount  paid  C.  A.  Cook 1500 

Telegrams 1  50 

Postage  and  Stationery  _ .  5  00 

Three  trips  to  Raleigh  ©$3.70 11   10 

Hotel   Bill.. 6  00 

Railroad  fare  to  Gibson ville  and  return  (I  think) 4  00 

Hotel  Dill  self  and  D.  Schenck,  Jr 4  50 

Hack  hire  three  days 7  50 

$1  93  01 
j[By  cash  on  above 74  59 

Balance  due .__   * $  118  42 

By  cash  returned  by  clerk  of  Wak«  Court 4  30 

$  114  12 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  taken  up, 
the  rules  suspended,  and  discussed  by  sections.  After  dis- 
cussion it  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  N.  C.  F.  S.  A.  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — Your  Executive  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  had  only  three  meetings  during  the  year  just  closed,  there  be- 
ing so  little  necessity  for  same. 

We  have  examined  books  and  reports  of  the  State  Business  Agent, 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  Trustee,  all  of  which  we  have  found  correct,  and 
to  the  interesting  reports  of  the  State  Business  Agent  and  Secretary-Treas- 
urer especially  do  we  invite  your  careful  attention,  as  they  show  ah  in- 
crease over  last  year   and  a  more  health}-  and  satisfactory-  condition  of 
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the  Order.  We  find  that  the  State  Business  Agent  has  in  hand  $2,154.90 
worth  of  shoes,  the  product  of  the  shoe  factory,  and  that  there  was  con- 
tributed to  a  special  shoe  factory  fund  under  resolution  of  the  State  Al- 
liance in  1S94,  the  sum  of  $3,797.50,  the  contributors  of  which  were  to 
share  in  the  profits  of  the  shoe  factory.  We  recommend  that  inasmuch 
as  the  business  has  resulted  in  loss  and  not  in  gain,  and  the  Alliance  has 
sustained  the  loss,  that  the  State  Business  Agent  be  instructed  to  offer  to 
refund  at  once  to  the  individual  contributors  of  this  fund  the  sum  of  50 
per  cent,  of  their  contributions,  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  shoes  now 
in  his  hands. 

We  recommend  that  the  State  Business  Agent  be  instructed  to  tender 
free  of  rent  to  the  Stste  Board  of  Agriculture,  not  to  exceed  25  acres  of 
the  Alliance  farm,  to  establish  an  "experimental  farm." 

At  our  Executive  Committee  meeting  September  23d,  1S99,  the  follow- 
ing plan  of  organization  was  formulated  and  adopted  by  our  Committee, 
and  has  where  tried  worked  well,  we  therefore  recommend  its  adoption  by 
the  Alliance.     The  plan  is  as  follows  : 

' '  That  local  organizer  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  President  upon  the 
recommendation  of  any  member  of  the  Executive  Committe  or  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  For  all  work  done  under  said  commission  the  organizer  may 
receive  as  compensation  for  said  work  the  25  cent  fee  which  is  required  to 
be  paid  by  each  male  member,  and  for  all  Sub-Alliances  organized  or  re- 
organized with  seven  or  more  male  members,  the  said  25  cents  will  be  sup- 
plemented with  25  cents  from  the  State  Alliance." 

We  recommend  that  the  shoe  factory  machiners  and  the  tan  yard  fix- 
tures be  offered  for  sale  by  the  State  Business  Agent,  also  the  tan  yard 
building,  together  with  not  to  exceed  four  acres  of  ground.  Sale  subject 
to  approval  of  Executive  Committee  as  to  price. 

J.  W.  DENMARK, 
For  Executive  Committee. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  following  resolution, 
offered  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Poe,  was  passed  unanimously  : 

Whereas,  Our  worthy  President,  Bro.  W.  A.  Graham,  by  the  serious 
illness  of  a  daughter,  is  detained  at  home  and  unable  to  be  with  us  at  this 
meeting,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  seriously  regret  Bro.  Graham's  absence,  and  tender 
him  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  hour  of  his  affliction,  and  pray  that 
our  Heavenly  Father  may  soon  restore  his  loved  one  to  health.  That  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  be  requested  to  transmit  to  President  Graham  this 
resolution  of  sympathy.  POE. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported 
on  resolution  "NN,"  and  upon  motion,  the  same  was 
adopted  as  follows : 
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Resolved,  That  whenever  any  county  Alliance  ceases  to  exist,  any 
property  of  said  County  Alliance  shall  revert  to  the  Sub-Alliance  or  Al- 
liances in  said  County,  and  if  no  Sub-Alliance  exists  in  the  County,  then 
said  property  shall  belong  to  the  State  Alliance. 

Bro.  W.   S.    Mercer,    Chairman  of   Committee   on    Lec- 
turing, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   LECTURING. 

To  the  Officers  ami  Members  of  the  N,  C.  S.  F.  A. : 

Your  Committee  on  Lecturing  would  recommend  that  a  District  Lec- 
turer be  appointed  or  elected  by  this  body  for  each  of  the  eight  Alliance 
districts  of  the  State,  and  that  each  District  Lecturer  shall  receive  25 
cents  from  each  member  that  he  may  reorganize  into  Sub-Alliance,  and 
that  the  State  Alliance  also  pay  said  Lecturer  25  cents  for  each  seven 
members  or  over  so  organized.  As  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  Subs. 
are  organized  to  form  a  County  Alliance,  a  County  Lecturer  shall  be 
elected,  and  that  he  receive  the  same  pay  as  District  Lecturer.  (This  of 
course  refers  only  to  male  members).  We  recommend  that  the  District 
Lecturer  hold  quarterly  meetings  at  a  central  point  in  his  district,  the 
County  Lecturer,  and  one  delegate  from  each  Sub-Alliance  to  be  legal 
delegates. 

\V.  S.  MERCER, 
Ch'tun.  Com.  on  Lecturing. 

The  address  of  President  W.  A.  Graham  was  read  by 
T.  B.  Parker,  Secretary,  and  ordered  to  be  published. 

ADDRESS  OF   PRESIDENT  GRAHAM. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  N.  C.  F.  S.  A. : 

The  accession  of  membership  during  the  j^ear,  while  exceeding  that 
for  several  preceding  years,  has  not  been  as  great  as  was  anticipated;  this 
was  caused  to  some  extent  by  the  severe  weather  of  the  winter,  and  the 
earliness  of  the  opening  of  the  recent  political  campaign  and  the  warmth 
with  which  it  was  prosecuted. 

The  formation  of  the  Tobacco  Growers' ,  the  Cotton  Growers'  and  the 
Truckers'  Associations  in  the  State  during  the  year  are  evidences  of  the 
recognition  by  the  farmers  of  the  benefits  of  organization.  These  organi- 
zations, if  they  accomplish  the  objects  desired,  must  lead  to  membership 
in  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  Alliance,  or  the  formation  of  some  asso- 
ciation with  similar  aims.  An  association  solely  for  the  sale  of  products, 
will  with  difficulty  be  kept  up  in  efficient  order  for  the  entire  year,  and 
must  be  to  a  considerable  extent  reorganized  each  year. 
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If  there  is  advantage  in  co-operation  for  sale,  is  there  not  also  benefit 
in  co  operation  and  conference  as  to  cultivation  and  preparation  of  crops, 
and  the  purchase  of  fertilizers  and  other  necessary  supplies? 

The  Alliance  offers  the  necessary  machinery,  through  its  Business 
Agency,  with  twelve  years'  experience  in  its  operation,  to  accomplish 
these  ends.  It  is  hoped  now  that  the  animosities  engendered  among 
former  members  of  the  Alliance  on  account  of  difference  in  views  on  po- 
litical questions,  are  giving  way  to  calmness  and  consideration;  that  the 
adaptability  of  the  Alliance  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  farmers 
will  be  acknowledged  and  that  it  will  be  chosen  as  the  means  to  promote 
their  interests. 

I  have  had  considerable  correspondence  with  former  members  during 
the  year.  Of  these  only  one  thought  the  time  for  reorganization  inop- 
portune. 

THE   PROGRESSIVE   FARMER. 

Under  the  editorship  of  Bro.  C.  H.  Poe,  the  paper  has  been  conducted 
as  an  Alliance  paper,  free  from  partisan  politics.  It  is  a  valuable  farm 
and  family  journal.  I  cordially  recommend  it  to  the  patronage  of  the 
brethren,  feeling  assured  that  the  larger  circulation  we  shall  give  our 
organ,  the  better  paper  Bro.  Poe  can  and  will  furnish  to  subscribers. 

HOW  TO   INTEREST    REORGANIZED    SUB-AEEIANCES    AND    KEEP    THEM 
IN    ACTIVE   CONDITION. 

It  is  frequently  said  that  it  will  be  much  more  difficult  to  keep  alive 
than  to  reorganize  the  Sub-Alliances.  The  economical  questions  which 
were  formerly  so  interesting  to  the  members  have  been  explained  until 
all  who  desired  have  a  more  or  less  well  formed  opinion  concerning 
them,  and  there  is  practically  nothing  new  to  present  as  argument  or 
illustrations.     The  Lecturers  must  therefore  seek  other  topics. 

I  mention  as  available,  the  current  news  of  the  day  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  at  least  once  a  quarter. 

The  value,  use  and  purchase  of  commercial  fertilizers. 

The  use  of  commercial  in  combination  with  "home-made"  fertilizers 
for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  farm, 

Preparation  for  cultivation;  fertilizing  and  marketing  of  particular 
crops. 

The  management  of  public  schools  of  their  respective  localities. 

Furnishing  school  books  fiee,  at  cost,  or  at  a  slight  profit  to  schools. 

The  improvement  of  the  public  roads. 

Where  are  our  crops  sold  and  the  pi  ices  received?  Is  any  change  in 
manner  of  marketing  or  the  place  likely  to  yield  greater  profits? 

The  charges  for  transportation  of  different  crops  on  different  routes. 

How  is  any  named  trust  operated  and  how  is  any  farmer  injured 
thereby  ?     The  injury  and  the  remedy. 
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Many  other  matters  of  equal  interest  and  importance  will  suggest 
themselves,  and  a  committee  on  topic  for  next  meeting,  could  arrange 
the  matter  for  consideration.  Let  the  members  each  one  take  an  interest 
in  the  meetings.  If  you  have  nothing  to  say  by  way  of  information, 
then  improve  the  time  by  asking  questions  and  improving  yoursself  and 
suggest  topics  along  the  lines  you  may  think  you  need  instruction. 

L,et  the  ladies  again  become  active  members  and  at  least  once  a  quarter 
attend  the  meetings  and  have  such  meetings  of  their  own  as  they  desire. 

If  we  can  again  get  the  Alliance  into  the  position  it  occupied  in  1S89- 
'90  and  '91,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  allowed  to  retrograde  again  as  it  has 
done.  In  order  to  do  this,  we  must  guard  the  door.  Unworthy  persons 
must  be  denied  membership,  and  especially  must  all  who  acted  dishonestly 
in  matters  of  business  be  prohibited  from  return  to  the  ranks. 

THE  SHOE  FACTORY  AND  TAN  YARD. 

'  I  recommend  that  the  Business  Agent  be  instructed  to  dispose  of  all  ma- 
chinery and  stock  on  hand,  and  to  pay  the  Trustee  of  the  B.  A.  Fund  the 
proceeds  to  reimburse  for  money  of  the  fund  spent  in  this  venture. 

This  has  been  a  disastrious  venture  into  which  the  Alliance  was  forced 
by  the  then  Executive  Committee,  against  its  declared  sentiments.  The 
purchase  of  unsuitable'machinery  at  an  exorbitant  price,  and  the  payment 
for  the  same  before  the  contract  of  purchase  had  been  complied  with,  and 
the  erection  of  a  tan  yard  and  other  unprofitable  investments  on  the  prop- 
erty, well  nigh  wrecked  the  finances  of  the  body. 

I  recommend  that  the  Business  Agent  be  instructed  to  dispose  of  the 
tan  yard  and  tract  of  land  on  which  it  is  located,  if  a  reasonable  price  can 
be  obtained,  and  the  Trustee  to  obtain  from  the  court  power  to  confirm 
such  sale,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  mortgage  he  holds  upon  the 
property.  The  experience  we  have  had  has  been  sufficient  to  show  it  un- 
profitable, and  it  should  be  abandoned  at  once. 

REIMBURSE   THE   BUSINESS   AGENCY   FUND. 

For  three  years  past  the  Trustee,  by  order  of  the  Alliance,  has  paid  old 
accounts  of  the  State  Business  Agent  incurred  before  that  time  amounting 
to  several  thousand  dollars.  This  action,  while  legal,  was  applying  the 
fund  differently  from  that  for  which  it  was  solicited.  I  recommend  that 
the  State  Business  Agent  pay  to  the  fund  any  money  realized  in  the  years' 
business,  in  excess  of  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  prudent  operation  of 
his  department. 

THE   JUTE   BAGGING   TRUST. 

This  old  acquaintance  of  ours  eleven  years  ago  has  again  formed  its  plans 
and  "  laid  its  pipes  "  to  reap  unjust  returns  from  the  farmers  in  exchange 
for  its   goods.     Old  sugar  sacks  was  the    ' '  stick   with  which  Ave  broke 
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its  head"  in  i8S9-'90.  The  same  weapon  is  still  available,  supplemented 
if  not  superseded  by  the  bagging  on  the  cotton,  used  by  the  mills  in  the 
State.  Co  operation  and  the  use  of  the  Business  Agency  is  all  that  is 
needed  to  again  foil  its  nefarious  purposes. 

THE   BUSINESS   AGENCY. 

The  Business  Agency  in  this  State  is  the  only  practical  business  result 
evolved  from  the  Alliance  movement  in  the  United  States.  Each  year  re- 
veals the  wisdom  of  its  plan  of  organization,  and  the  benefit  it  can  be 
made  to  the  members  of  the  Order  in  purchases  of  necessary  supplies,  and 
sales  of  products.  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  our  consideration  and 
patronage. 

TEST   FARM   AT  HEADQUARTERS. 

I  suggest  the  propriety  of  endeavoring  to  have  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
locate  one  of  its  "  test  farms  "  on  Headquarters  property,  and  that  we  de- 
vote at  least  one  day  of  each  annual  session  to  a  Farmers'  Institute  on  our 
grounds.  It  would  be  a  kind  of  Farmers'  Congress  of  both  Alliance  and 
non-Alliancemen,  and  might  be  made  an  encampment  for  pleasure  and 
profit. 

REDUCTION   OF    "CAR   EOAD  "    OF   FERTILIZER    TO  TEN  TONS. 

The  Corporation  Commission  has  made  an  oider  to  this  effect.  The 
railroads  applied  to  the  courts.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  had  its  Chair- 
man, Col.  John  S.  Cunningham,  to  appear  with  Secretary  Parker,  of  the 
State  Alliance,  before  the  Commission  in  our  behalf,  and  when  the  ap- 
peal was  taken,  prosecuted  the  appeal  in  the  conrt  by  its  attornejs.  A 
decision  has  iecently  been  rendered  favorable  to  us. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

I  recommend  that  the  membership  of  the  Executive  Committee  be 
reduced  to  three.  One  of  these  should  be  convenient  to  Headquarters, 
so  that  a  "'  quorum  "  can  be  easily  had. 

If  we  effect  the  desired  re-organization  of  the  Order,  at  least  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  Committee  will  be  necessary. 

DEATH   OF  EX-GOVERNOR   CARR. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  Alliance  to  the  death  of  ex-Governor  Carr, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Edgecombe  county,  on  July  21st,  1900.  He 
was  Chairman  of  the  first  Executive  Committee  and  the  second  President 
of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance.  Under  his  administration 
the  Order  reached  its  highest  point  of  efficiency,  and  accomplished  the 
defeat  of  the  Jute  Bagging  Trust,  and  showed  the  power  of  the  farmer 
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when  united.  He  was  thrice  a  delegate  to  the  National  Alliance,  and 
served  on  its  most  important  committees ;  was  ever  true  to  the  true  Al- 
liance principles.  He  generally  attended  to  Alliance  business  at  his  own 
charges,  declining  to  receive  the  compensation  allowed  for  his  services. 

He  was  successful  in  his  own  business  matters,  and  faithfully  attended 
to  any  committed  to  him  by  his  associates  or  fellow-citizens.  He  had  the 
courage  of  his  convictions,  and  feared  not  to  express  his  opinions  and  to 
act  in  accordance  with  them. 

THE   AI^IANCE   AND   POLITICS. 

I  recommend  that  each  Sub-Alliance  adopt  a  resolution,  excluding  from 
its  sessions  all  action  or  speaking  on  practical  or  personal  politics.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  best  to  entirely  eliminate  politics  in  every 
phase  from  the  Alliance  and  not  have  the  body  injured  by  action  of  the 
members.  In  this  way  we  may  expect  to  accomplish  the  beneficial,  prac- 
tical and  economical  work  desired,  and  preserve  the  respect  of  the  people 
of  the  Alliance, 

With  sincere  regret,  I  am  prevented  from  being  with  you,  and  I  wish 
you  a  pleasant  and  useful  session  and  for  each  one  the  blessing  of  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

My  expense  during  the  year  have  been  six  dollars.  This  has  been  paid 
hy  the  Secretary.  Fraternally. 

W.  A.  GRBHAM, 

President. 

Evening  Session, 

The  Chairman  called  Alliance  to  order  at  9  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  Committee  on  Manufacturing  reported  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  resolution  "C." 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Executive  Committee  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  establishing  a  Fertilizer  faclory  here  or  at  some  other  place,  and 
report  at  the  next  State  meeting.     Adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was  introduced  by  Bro.  J.  C. 
Bain,  the  rules  suspended  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  motion  fixing  the  salary  of  the  State  Lecturer  at 
$600.00,  which  was  passed  at  the  1S99  State  meeting,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed,  and  that  the  compensation  for  the  State  Lecturer  be 
restored  as  it  was  before  1899. 
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The  Educational  Committee  reported  on  resolution  "K," 
and  it  was  unanimously  adopted : 

AN  EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE. 

Whereas,  One  of  the  tenets  of  the  State  Farmers'  Alliance  is  the  edu- 
cation of  the  youth  of  the  State;  and 

Whereas,  we  are  especially  interested  in  the  agricultural  and  mechani- 
cal education  of  the  State;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  body  elect  a  committee  of  three  to  be  known  as  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  to  confer  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  A.  &  M.  College,  at  Raleigh,  with  a  view  of 
placing  the  benefit  of  said  College  in  the  reach  of  a  greater  number  of 
our  youth. 

T.  B.  PARKER. 

The  Committee  on  Education  offered  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  adopted,  Bros.  J.  T.  Paschal  and  R.  H. 
Lane  dissenting,  and  asked  to  have  their  protest  recorded : 

A  PROGRESSIVE  EDUCATIONAL  POLICY. 

Whereas,  The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  has  been  from 
the  time  of  its  formation  the  earnest  friend  of  education;  and, 

WHEREAS,  there  is  now  imperative  necessity  for  greater  school  advan- 
tages within  the  borders  of  North  Carolina  than  ever  before;  now,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  State  Farmers'  Alliance,  in  session  at.  Hillsboro,  N. 
C,  this  August  15th,  That  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  petitioned  : 

1st.  To  levy  a  special  tax,  under  Article  IX,  Section  3,  of  the  State 
Constitution,  sufficient  to  run  our  public  schools  for  four  months,  and 
that  in  addition,  the  special  appropriation  of  $100,000  be  continued. 

2d.  To  appropriate  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity, the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  and  the  State  Normal 
and  Industrial  College  upon  a  permanent  basis,  such  appropriation  to 
enable  free  tuition  in  these  institutions  to  be  offered  to  every  white  stu- 
dent in  North  Carolina. 

3d.  To  enact  such  laws  as  will  compel  the  attendance  of  all  children 
between  the  ages  of  7  and  15  upon  the  public  schools. 

4th.  To  prohibit  the  employment  of  children  of  immature  age  in  manu- 
facturing industries. 

5th.  To  establish  reformatories  for  young  criminals. 

This  report  was  passed  upon  by  sections.  Section  1 
passed  unanimously.     A  majority  supported  Section  2,  but 
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brethren  J.  T.  Paschal  and  R.  H.  Lane  protested  and  had 
their  protest  recorded  in  the  Minutes.  Compulsory  educa- 
tion, as  per  Section  3,  was  opposed  by  only  one  delegate, 
Bro.  J.  T.  Paschal.  Sections  4  and  5  were  passed  unani- 
mously. 

The  following  resolution,  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Mitchell,  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  each  County  Alliance  have  the  power  to  regulate  its 
affairs  in  regard  to  members  where  there  are  not  enough  for  a  Sub- 
Alliance  quorum. 

On  motion,  the  salary  of  State  Business  Agent  and  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer be  fixed  at  $1,500,  $1,400,  from  State 
Business  Agency  fund,  and  $100  from  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer fund. 

The  hour  for  the  election  of  officers  having  arrived, 
nominations  for  officers  were  declared  in  order.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — W.  A.  Graham, 
Vice-President — J.  T.  Paschal. 

Secretary-Treasurer  and  State  Bus.  Agent — T.  B.  Parker. 
Lecturer — J.  C.  Bain. 
Assistant  Lecturer— J.  M.  Mitchell. 
Doorkeeper — Geo.  T.  Lane. 
SergeanT-at-Arms — R.  H.  Lane. 
Chaplain — W.  S.  Mercer. 

Executive  Committee— Two  members,  John  Graham  and  J.  W. 
Denmark, 

The  officers  were  duly  installed  by  Bro.  J.  P.  Sossoman. 

The  question  of  bagging  for  cotton  was  discussed,  and 
the  State  Business  Agent  was  instructed  to  correspond  with 
dealers  in  substitutes  for  new  jute  bagging  and  make 
known  to  the  brethren  the  results  of  his  inquiries. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  railroad  companies  for  re- 
duced rates  to  the  State  meeting  was  passed,  also  to  the 
ladies  for  entertainment  at  the  State  meeting-. 
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The  Progressive  Farmer  was  commended  to  the  Alliance- 
men  of  the  State  as  the  Organ  of  the  State  Alliance,  and 
one  of  the  best  agricultural  papers  in  the  State.  Bro. 
Sossoman  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance,  in  convention 
assembled,  give  the  managers  of  The  Progressive  Farmer,  the  Alliance 
Organ,  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for  the  stand  it  has  taken  in  the  past  year, 
and  for  the  able  manner  in  which  it  has  been  managed,  and  we  pledge 
ourselves  so  long  as  it  is  kept  up  to  its  present  standard  we  will  support 
the  paper  and  do  all  we  can  to  increase  the  subscription. 

J.  P.  SOSSOMAN. 

There  appearing  no  other  business,  the  meeting  adjourn- 
ed after  singing  "America." 
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INDUSTRIAL    EDUCATION 


AN  ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE,   IN  SESSION   AT  HILLS- 

BORO,  N.  C,  AUGUST  15,  1900,  BY  PRESIDENT   GEO.  T.  WINSTON, 

OF  THE   N.  C.  COLLEGE  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 

MECHANIC   ARTS. 


No  question  is  more  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  onr  people  than  that 
of  industrial  progress.  The  great  mass  of  mankind  is  engaged  in  a  strug- 
gle to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  children  food,  clothing  and  shelter. 
One  third  of  the  human  race  is  without  cloijies,  one  third  sleep  without 
shelter.  Upon  industrial  progress  depend  not  only  physical  comfort  but 
also  education,  political  power,  refinement  and  civilization.  Industrial 
progress  mean  better  food  and  clothing  for  our  families,  better  furniture 
in  our  houses,  larger  and  more  comfortable  dwellings,  longer  terms  for 
our  schools,  better  teachers  for  our  children,  better  school  houses  and 
churches,  better  preachers  and  better  pay,  better  doctors,  better  roads, 
public  libraries  and  museums,  private  homes  embelished  and  beautified 
and  purified  with  pictures,  books,  music  and  other  art.  The  industrial 
question  is  the  greatest  one  that  confronts  our  people.  Whether  we  wish 
or  not,  it  will  command  our  attention. 

In  North  Carolina  the  industrial  problem  is  certainly  foremost.  Our 
people  have  suffered  poverty  for  a  full  generation  with  a  heroism  and  a 
patience  never  equalled.  According  to  the  census  of  1S90  we  had  the 
smallest  per  capita  wealth  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  In  1790  we  were 
near  the  head  of  the  column,  ranking  fifth  in  the  original  thirteen  States. 
We  were  ahead  of  Massachusetts  until  1840,  but  now  Massachusetts  has 
the  largest  per  capita  wealth  and  North  Carolina  has  the  least.  The  Far- 
mers' Alliance  can  accomplish  no  greater  work  than  to  ascertain  the  causes 
of  this  change,  find  remedies,  and  apply  them. 

As  long  as  Agriculture  was  the  sole  pursuit  of  the  United  States,  and 
population  was  confined  to  the  Atlantic  Coast,  North  Carolina  held  her 
own  in  competition  with  other  States.  Our  soil  was  less  fertitle  than  that 
of  the  middle  States  and  not  more  fertile  than  that  of  New  England,  but 
our  people  by  industry,  thrift  and  intelligence  pushed  forward  to  the  front 
rank.  But,  when  population  crossed  the  mountains,  and  emmigration 
flowed  in  from  Europe,  occupying  the  more  fertile  lands  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley  and  the  great  Northwest  and  Southwest,  agriculture  began  to  be 
unprofitable  on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  North  Carolina,  yielding  on  an  average 
12  bushels  of  corn  per  acre,  was  unable  to  compete  with  other  States  yield- 
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ing  30  or  40.  An  average  yield  of  13  bushels  of  wheat  could  not  compete 
with  an  average  of  20  to  30.  An  average  yield  of  12  bushels  of  oats  could 
not  compete  with  an  average  of  40  to  50.  Our  yield  per  acre  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  is  equal  to  that  of  other  States,  but  the  necessity  of  using 
commercial  fertilizers  makes  the  coast  of  production  larger  than  that  else- 
where. Under  these  adverse  conditions,  according  to  the  census  of  1890, 
we  dropped  in  a  century  from  the  fifth  place  in  the  Union  of  States  to  the 
lowest,  in  per  capita  wealth.  The  chief  reason  of  this  remarkable  change 
is  that  North  Carolina  remained  a  purely  agricultural  State,  while  manu- 
factures developed  elsewhere,  and  employed  neither  agricultural  machin- 
ery nor  improved  processes  of  bringing  up  the  fertality  of  the  soil,  which 
became  poorer  year  by  year. 

If  the  New  England  or  Middle  States  had  remained  purely  agricultural 
and  had  clung  to  the  same  methods  of  culture,  they  would  now  be  even 
poorer  than  North  Carolina.  But  these  States  early  diverted  from  agri- 
culture a  large  portion  of  their  population,  which  sought  employment  in 
mining,  commerce  and  manufactures.  Thus  city  and  towns  were  built  up, 
and  local  markets  were  created  for  fruits,  poultry,  eggs,  butter,  milk, 
meats,  vegetables  and  other  farm  products  that  could  not  easily  be  ship- 
ped from  the  West.  The  result  is  that  the  New  England  farm  laborer  to- 
day is  as  well  paid  as  the  New  England  mill  hand  ;  and  the  New  England 
farmer  has  a  ready  market,  every  day  in  the  year,  for  all  his  products, 
with  good  pay  in  cash.  The  same  change  is  now  beginning  also  in  North 
Carolina  ;  and  the  same  results  are  being  accomplished.  Wherever  we 
have  built  up  cities,  towns  and  manufacturing  establishments,  the  farmers 
are  more  prosperous  and  their  lands  more  valuable  than  in  other  more  fer- 
tile portions  of  the  State.  The  highest  valuation  of  farm  lands  in  our 
State  according  to  the  Auditor's  report  is  not  where  the  soil  is  most  fertile 
naturally  ;  not  in  Halifax,  Edgecombe,  Hyde,  Craven,  Northampton,  but 
in  Durham,  Gaston,  Alamance,  Mecklenburg  and  Buncombe,  where  a 
large  proportion  of  the  population  is  not  engaged  in  producing  food,  but 
in  buying  and  consuming. 

It  is  common  to  hear  lamentations  and  even  abuse,  because  so  many  of 
our  people  are  moving  from  the  country  to  cities  and  towns.  This  may 
not  be  always  beneficial  to  the  mass,  but  it  is  decidedly  helpful  to  those 
who  remain  in  the  country  and  cultivate  the  soil.  Every  person  that 
moves  from  the  farm  to  the  factory,  to  the  city,  to  the  town,  decreases  the 
number  of  food  producers  and  increases  the  number  of  food  consumers. 
He  thus  adds  to  the  number  of  buyers  011  the  market,  and  helps  raise  the 
price.  If  four  fifths  of  the  population  of  North  Carolina  were  engaged  in 
industries,  not  agricultural,  only  one  fifth  remaining  agrieuleural,  that 
fifth,  having  unlimited  markets  for  all  their  produce,  would  be  twice, 
thrice  or  four  times  as  prosperous  as  they  are  today  and  far  more  indepen- 
dent than  dwellers  in  cities  and  towns. 

The  future  of  our  State  depends  very  largely,  I  might  almost  say  de- 
pends largely,  upon  the  building  up  of  manufactures  and  the  growth  of 
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cities  and  towns  ;  for,  until  this  is  done,  we  shall  have  no  home  markets, 
but  shall  be  forced  to  rely  absolutely  upon  cotton,  corn,  wheat,  oats,  to- 
bacco and  other  staple  crops,  in  competition  with  the  more  fertile  soils  of 
other  States.  We  can  compete  with  these  only  by  producing  staple  crops 
as  a  surplus  and  by  gradually  raising  the  fertality  of  our  soil  until  it  equals 
theirs.  It  require  time  to  increase  the  fertality  of  our  soil.  Until  we  have 
abundant  local  markets,  we  shall  be  forced  to  raise  staple  crops,  not  as  a 
surplus  but  as  our  sole  crops.  Our  first  and  chief  hope,  therefore,  is  in 
the  building  up  of  local  markets.  We  should  hail  with  satisfaction  every 
increase  in  our  urban  population,  hoping  for  the  advent  of  one  time  when 
all  North  Carolina  farmers,  like  those  of  New  England,  will  be  within 
sound  of  the  locomotive  or  the  mill  whistle. 

We  have  in  North  Carolina  every  facility  for  the  production  of  wealth. 
Our  soil  is  poor,  but  it  can  be  made  richer  I  think  it  a  moderate  state- 
ment to  say  that  the  average  yield  per  acre  of  every  crop  now  raised  in 
North  Carolina,  within  25  years,  by  a  system  of  intense  cultivation,  of 
rigid  economy,  of  intelligent  application  of  scientific  principles,  may  be 
at  least  doubled.  The  productivity  of  the  soil  of  England  has  been  more 
than  doubled  in  the  last  hundred  years.  This,  too,  although  the  yield  one 
hundred  years  ago  was  quite  large,  twice  as  large  as  that  of  North  Caro- 
lina today.  Our  climate  is  the  best  on  the  continent,  a  golden  mean  be- 
tween the  cold  of  the  North  and  the  heat  of  the  south.  We  have  a  regu- 
lar succession  of  seasons,  abundant  rain  fall,  plenty  of  ever- flowing  rivers 
and  streams,  with  sufficient  variety  of  soil  and  temperature,  extending 
from  our  high  mountain  ranges  to  the  ocean,  to  enable  us  to  produce 
every  article  of  food  essential  to  human  comfort  and  enjoyment.  If  our 
State  had  a  population  of  five  millions,  we  could  feed  them  entirely  at 
home  and  give  them  not  only  all  the  comforts  but  all  the  luxuries  that  can 
be  purchased  by  millionaires. 

Our  mineral  resources  are  vast  and  varied.  Our  trucking  region  is  large 
and  growing.  Our  fish  areas  are  the  best  on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  Our 
health  resorts  for  summer,  for  winter,  for  consuptives,  rheumatics,  dvs- 
peptics  and  victims  of  other  maladies,  are  close  to  the  great  cities  of  the 
Continent  and  nnequaled  in  variety  and  the  extent  of  their  attractions 
and  advantages.  Our  forests  can  furnish  timber  for  every  possible  kind 
of  wood  manufacture.  Our  popidation  is  almost  entirely  native,  sprung 
from  the  best  original  stocks,  English,  Scotch-Irish  and  German.  Our 
conditions  of  life  are  simple  and  democratic.  The  expense  of  living  here 
is  so  small  and  the  conditions  of  health  so  favorable  that  laborers  in  North 
Carolina  can  work  more  days  in  the  year  and  more  hours  in  the  day,  with 
greater  comfort  and  less  discomfort,  than  anywhere  else  on  the  globe. 
We  have  everything  essential  to  the  production  of  wealth  except  skill 
and  training-  We  have  every  variety  of  material  to  work  on  in  agricul- 
ture, horticulture,  stock-raising,  mining,  commerce  and  manufactures. 
We  have  abundant  labor  to  work  with,  but  we  lack  skill  and  training  to 
make  our  work  efficient. 
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New  England  and  the  Middle  States  early  learned  that  wealth  comes 
from  handling  the  finished  product  instead  of  the  raw  material.  North 
Carolina,  during  all  the  years  of  her  povertv  has  handled  only  the  raw 
material,  selling  it  to  others  to  gain  the  profit  that  comes  from  the  fin- 
ished product.  There  must  be  a  change;  otherwise  we  shall  remain  poor 
forever.  Worse  than  this,  we  shall  become  too  poor  even  to  live ;  we 
shall  be  ground  to  powder  by  the  relentless  and  irresistible  forces  of 
modern  industrial  competition.  To  us  industrial  training  is  an  absolute 
necesritv.  Our  bovs  and  girls  should  be  sent  to  school  under  a  compul- 
sory educational  law.  The  school  term  should  be  increased  to  at  least 
five  months  a  year.  A  better  class  of  teachers  should  be  spcured  by  an 
increase  of  pav.  Courses  of  study  should  be  arranged,  of  a  practical 
nature,  looking  as  far  as  possible  toward  agricultural  and  mechanical 
pursuits.  The  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  for  bovs  and  the 
Normal  and  Industrial  School  for  girls  should  be  provided  with  dormi- 
tories, recitation  rooms,  machinery  and  other  equipment  to  accommo- 
date all  the  bovs  and  girls  that  will  come  to  them.  Let  these  things  be 
done,  and  North  Carolina  in  another  generation  will  take  her  old  place 
near  the  head  of  the  column  in  the  sisterhood  of  States. 

A  good  beginning  has  alreadv  been  made  in  indu«tri?l  education.  Our 
Colleee  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  is  now  training  our  boA^s  to  be 
machinists,  mechanics,  elpctricians,  chemists,  truckers,  fruit-growers, 
dairymen,  stock  raisers  and  manufacturers.  They  are  in  great  demand. 
Many  of  them  are  called  away  before  they  graduate.  Our  supply  of 
skilled  laborers  and  of  well  educated  civil,  mechanical  and  electrical  en- 
gineers and  mill  men  is  scarcely  equal  to  one-tenth  of  the  demand.  New 
enterprises  throughout  the  State  are  steadily  increasing  the  demand. 
Skilled  labor  and  hiehly  educated  engineers  are  imported  from  other 
States,  and  are  doing  the  work  and  reaping  the  rewards  which  belong  to 
our  own  boj-s. 

The  accommodations  at  the  College  are  insufficient  for  more  than  one- 
half  or  one-third  of  the  bovs  who  are  seeking  industrial  education.  Last 
vear  we  turned  off  nearly  a  hundred.  We  need  dormitory  room  for  at 
least  200  more  than  we  now  have.  We  need  a  textile  building,  a  chemi- 
cal building,  a  biological  building,  an  auditorium,  an  armory  and  gymna- 
sium, a  library  building  with  ha1ls  for  the  literary  societies  and  a  build- 
ing for  veterinary  surgery.  Tt  is  commonly  supposed  that  the  State  is 
spending:  large  sums  of  money  on  our  College,  but  this  is  not  true.  The 
State  appropriation  is  only  $10,000  annually. 

The  State  owes  it  to  her  sons,  especially  to  the  boys  on  the  farms  and 
in  the  work  shops,  to  provide  ample  accommodations  for  their  industrial 
education;  to  equip  the  College  thoroughly  with  all  facilities  for  educa- 
tion; to  reduce  the  expense  of  education  to  so  low  a  point  that  families 
of  ordinary  means  may  find  it  available  to  their  sons;  and  to  provide  op- 
portunities for  labor  and  self-support  in  order  that  bright  bovs  without 
anv  property  at  all  may  be  enabled  .by  their  own  efforts  to  be  as  fully 
equipped  for  life  and  to  make  as  good  a  start  as  lads  more  blest  by  for- 
tune and  inheritance. 


North  Carolina  Farmers*  State  Alliance.  49 

HOW  TO  ORGANIZE  OR  RE-ORGANIZE  A  SUB-ALLIANCE. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance  Executive  Committees  recently, 
Bro.  T,  B.  Parker  was  asked  to  present  a  plan  for  re-organizing  defunct 
Subs.  He  presented  the  following  plan,  which  was  unanimously  endorsed 
by  the  Executive  Committee  : 

Call  a  meeting  of  your  people.  Select  a  temporary  cliairmau  and  secre- 
tary. After  stating  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  select  one  or  more  to  wait 
on  the  audience  and  solicit  names  for  membership.  Old  members  may 
be  reinstated  by  the  payment  of  one  quarter  twenty-five  cents  back  dues. 
New  members  by  payment  of  fifty  cents  initiation  fee.  Organize  under 
the  old  charter,  using  old  name  and  number,  thus  saving  charter  fee. 
Elect  officers,  make  immediate  report  to  your  count}-  secretary,  if  your 
county  is  organized.  If  not  organized,  send  report  direct  to  the  State 
Secretary.  Notify  the  State  Secretary  of  the  organization,  giving  him  the 
name  and  number  of  the  Alliance,  together  with  the  name  and  post-office 
of  the  secretary.  On  application,  the  State  Secretary  will  send  blanks 
and  give  any  other  information  he  can. 


The  University  of  North  Carolina. 

The  Head  of  the  State's  Educational  System. 


Three  academic  courses  leading  to  Degrees. 

Professional  courses  in  Law,  Medicine  and  Pharmacy. 

Summer  School  for  Teachers. 

/ SCHOLARSHIPS  AND 

I  LOANS  TO  NEEDY. 

J  FREE     TUITION     TO     CANDI- 

\  DATES  FOR  MINISTRY, 

/  MINISTER'S  SONS  AND 

(  TEACHERS. 

512  Students,   besides    161    in   Summer   School.     38   teachers   in   the 
faculty. 

For  catalogues  and  information,  address, 

F.   P.  YENABLE,  President, 

Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

The  North  Carolina  State  Normal  and  Industrial  College 

OFFERS  TO  YOUNG  WOMEN 

Thorough  Literary,  Classical,  and  Scientific  Education,  and  Special 
Pedagogical  Training. 

Annual  Expenses,  including  tyoard, $92  to  $132.00 

For  non-residents  of  the  State, 152.00 

THREE  DEPARTMENTS  OF  WORK. 

1.  NORMAL,  DEPARTMENT,  including  full  courses  in  English  and  History, 
Mathematics,  Natural  Science,  Ancient  and  Modern  Languages,  Industrial  Art,  V"  - 
cal  Music  and  Elocution,  Physical  Culture,  History  and  Philosophy  of  Education,  and 
Science  and  Art  of  Teaching. 

2.  COMMERCIAL,  DEPARTMENT,  embracing  such  subjects  as  Stenography. 
Typewriting,  Telegraphy  and  Bookkeeping. 

3.  DOMESTIC  SCIENCE  DEPARTMENT,  embracing  such  subjects  as  Cooking 
andSewing,  Cutting  and  Fitting,  Care  of  the  Sick,  General  Household  Ecouomy. 

COURSES  OF  STUDY. 

1.  Four  Regular  Courses  leading  to  the  diploma  of  the  College,  allowing 
special  attention  to  special  departments  of  work. 

2.  Post-Graduate  Cour.-es  m  Special  Subjects. 

3.  Special  Courses  in  the  Commercial  Department  and  the  Domestic  Science  De- 
partment. 

4    Correspondence  Courses. 

FACULTY. 

Thirty  members  of  the  Faculty,  representing  in  their  culture  and  training  many 
of  the  leading  Colleges  and  Universities  of  this  country  and  Europe. 
PRACTICE  AND  OBSERYATION"  SCHOOL. 
A  Practice  School  of  seven  grades  and  two  hundred  children   taught  by  advanced 
students  of  the   College   under  the   direction   of    trained   and    skillful    supervising 
teachers. 

PATRONAGE. 

About  two  thousand  maticulates  during  past  seven  years,  representing  every 
county  in  the  State  except  one. 

For  catalogue  or  other  information,  address, 

PRESIDENT    MclVER, 

GREENSBORO,  N.  C.<?^) 
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